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Ford plant at Milpitas. Scenes like this are on
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the railroad each year. See Page 3.
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in Western Pacific’s

Industrial Deparitment

N old salesman’s motto reads:
“You've got to make a lot of calls
if you want to get results.” So far as
Western Pacific’s industrial depart-
ment is concerned, the motto should
read: “You've got to have a lot of in-
dustrial property if you want to locate
shippers.”

And that’s just the motto this pro-
gressive department has been follow~
ing over the past six years, with an
average of 65 new industrial spur-
track locations annually, and the trend
is upward. For the year 1955 the rec~
ord shows 83 new industries, 65 of
which are located along WP rails and
nine each on the Sacramento Northern
and Tidewater Southern. During the
past two years the company has pur-
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Above: Excavation work for Golden Gate Maga-
zine Co’s new warehouse at San Francisco. Com-
pletion is expected sometime in September.

chased about 2,400 acres at a cost of
over $4 million.

Behind all this “groundwork” is
F. B. Stratton, director of industrial
development. He has for assistants,
R. W. Harlan, industrial agent; Shel-
don Glatt, assistant industrial agent;
Chief Clerk J. A. McNamara; and an
office staff of four. Working independ-
ently, but in close relation, is E. P.
Jagels, general manager for Standard
Realty & Development Company, a
WP subsidiary. Jagels is assisted by
Stanley Dinkel, chief clerk.

By its nature this department does
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Secretary Dorothy Crespi takes notes as F. B.
Stratton discusses industrial matter with S. R.
Dinkel, Jr., chief clerk, 5. R. & D. Company.

R. W. Harlan, industrial agent.

business with practically every other
department on the railroad. It must
work closely with the traffic depart-
ment, the principal contact with ship-
pers, to ascertain the best possible
traffic sources which might be encour-
aged to locate along the railroad. The
law department must always enter in
the negotiations for decisions concern-
ing contracts, leases, sales, and other
matters between the railroad and the
industry. When a shipper has decided
on a site, he is going to require a spur
or lead track connecting his plant or
warehouse with the railroad’s main or
branch line. The engineering depart-
ment then enters into the picture.
Other matters concern the transpor-
tation department, agents, division of-
fices, treasury department, accounting
department, and the tax department.
The sale or purchase of any property
requires a decision by the board of di-
rectors, who are presented the facts by
the president’s office with which the
industrial department works closely.

A letter of inquiry from a pros-
pective shipper may grow into an
enormous file, backed up by many
telephone and personal calls; it may
be marked “pending”; or it may end
up with a file reference number only
with one or two letters of correspond-
ence.

Behind all the investment in real
estate there lies a large amount of

foresight—and somelimes just plain
luck. It's not always an casy matter
to decide whether or nol a certain
piece of property may In turaed into
a booming, inductor Ddisbriet resulting
in additiono! fratee and e enue for
the waitvo | omed cvowif v an be, the
cosl ol onrdho i >nt, taxes,
and otls 1 omon i sied up for
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many months or even years before a
return is made on the investment.

The industrial department is im-
portant to every Western Pacific rail-
roader. For without industries along
the railroad, fewer trains would run,
less traffic would be hauled, and fewer
employees would be required.

It might be well to mention that
every Western Pacific, Sacramento
Northern or Tidewater Southern rail-
roader may be the source for a pros-
pective lead which will bring another
shipper to the railroad. Like the buyer
of a household product, for example,
who bought it from a friend whose
friend is in that particular business,
a {riend of yours may know a friend
who is anxious to build a new plant
or industry. More and more Eastern
concerns are locating on the West
Coast and often these leads begin
through friends you may know “back
home.” No lead is ever too small, and
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From left: Secretary Dorothy Crespi; Industrial
Clerk Helen Kuntz; Chief Clerk J. A. McNamara;
and Stenographer-Clerk Beatrice Carrillo.

the final outcome may mean another
new industry will locate along your
railroad, resulting in more traffic and
revenue and more work for more
employees. President Whitman men-
tioned this in his talk at Operation
Nosebag III and gave a fine example
of a lead he had received from a sec-
tion foreman.

THE industrial department is well
aware of predictions that by 1965
the population of the United States
will have risen 17 per cent above that
in 1955, and that in the five western
states the increase will be about 49
per cent in Nevada, 42 per cent in Cali-
fornia, 31 per cent in Oregon, 25 per
cent in Washington, and 20 per cent
in Utah. The effect of these increases
in population will surely exert a ter-
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rific pressure to expand economy in
the West, and many industries will
take advantage. Western Pacific’s in-
dustrial department plans to get its
share.

Bert Stratton believes that the rail-
road is steadily building its prestige
throughout the nation as an industrial
land developer. Its reputation is re-
sulting in more inquiries from in-
dustries seeking sites in Northern
California, The preparation of its prop-
erties, availability of all information
concerning the locations, and the rail-
road’s willingness to negotiate imme-
diately have aided Western Pacific
‘mmeasurably. One large concern re-
cently located along the Tidewater
Southern because the railroad was
able to offer the property at a satisfac-
tory price, complete arrangements for
installation of utilities, and settle all
necessary matters while on the ground.

The use of the helicopter for giving
prospective new customers a bird's-
cye view of available site locations is

6

The use of a helicopter
to give prospective cus-
tomers a bird’'s-eye view
of the railroad’s avail-
able site locations has
proven successful. Here
Stratton, left, and Gen-
eral Agent Carl Nipper,
right, point out to a pros-
pective customer the
property they will see.

another Stratton innovation, and the
practice is being continued. The con-
tinued improvement in the railroad’s
public relations and general reputation
built up through its motto, “Personal
Service Makes the Difference,” are all
of inestimable value.

The department has also been work-
ing closely with Stanford Research
Institute on mineral surveys in Ne-
vada, in the Feather River country
between Oroville and Portola, and
along the Inside Gateway Route. SRI
also advises the railroad on population,
available labor, and other pertinent
city and county statistics on which to
base their decisions.

During 1953 a brochure was com-
piled by this departiment giving a full
veport. on available tracts, data on

taxes, utilitie | and other items of in-
terest to anyorr secking a new loca-
tion, ind revised supplements are is-
sucd p o odieally Lo keep the report
curvent, The 100 or more pages include
acrial photos, engineering prints and

MILEPOSTS

During a visit to the site of Golden Gate Maga-
zine Co.’s new warehouse, Assistant Industrial
Agent Sheldon Glatt, left, found Section Foreman
A. J. Stender and his men busy running in a spur
to serve this new industry.

'An aerial view of a portion of the railroad’s
industrial property at Stockton. Johns-Manville
Corp. transite pipe plant (lower foreground) and
John Deere Plow Comp y (farm equip ),

were located here this year.




Once located, an industry expects good service.
Right: This property at Bryte, near Sacrurf!emo,
is served by the Sacramento Northern Railway.
Below: Tidewater Southern service is available
for industries locating on property at Turlock.

descriptions of each available tract and
its advantages. The book has been well
received not only by industry, but by
Chambers of Commerce, Banks, Real-
tors and other interested persons.

Members of the department work
closely with city and county personnel
on zoning problems and are often
aided by general agents and other rail-
road departments in working with
planning commissions.

Company land holdings in Northern
California are located at San Leandro,
Decoto, Milpitas, San Jose, Livermore,
Tracy, Stockton, Bryte, Sacramento,
Turlock, Modesto, and Reno. Indus-
tries already located this year on the
railroad’s property include Johns-
Manville (pipe) and John Deere
(farm equipment) at Stockton; Inter-
national Paper Company of N.Y. at
Turlock and San Jose; A.D.S. Foods
(jams and jellies) at San Jose; West-
warehouses Inc. (warehousing) and
Houghton Company (chemicals) at
Milpitas; and Golden Gate Magazine
Co. (magazine distributors) at San
Francisco. Others are in the planning
stage.

Any way you look at it—from the
ground or from the air—there’s LOTS
going on in WP’s industrial depart-
ment.

San leandro is a fast-growing industrial area
and this property is adjacent to WP‘s main line.

F. B. Strat-
ton spent part
of June in
Alaska where
he headed a
three-man
committee in
the study of
real estate and
industrial pol-
jcies of the Alaska Railroad.
Others on the committee were
Robert Coote, of the office of sec-
retary, Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C., and Harold
Brue, assistant real estate and
contract agent for the northern
railroad.

The committee was appointed
by the Interior Department at the
suggestion of R. N. Whitman,
Alaska Railroad’s general man-
ager. Stratton was recommended
upon request from Whitman by
H. C. Munson, WP’s vice-presi-
dent and general manager. In
November 1953 Munson was one
of a committee of three who
made a tour of the railroad with
the object of recommending op-
portunities for improvement in
economy and performance in
maintenance, operation and traf-
fic of the railroad.




Medical Cosis Explained

The Board of Directors of the Medi-
cal Department held a series of on-line
employee meetings during June for the
purpose of explaining and discussing
problems which necessitated the recent
dues increase.

Stops were made during the first
week of the tour at Oroville, Portola,
Winnemucca, Elko, Wendover and Salt
Lake. The second week following
meetings were held at Stockton, Sac-
ramento, San Jose, Oakland and San
Francisco. Since advance notice of the
meetings had been issued to all em-
ployees, a larger attendance than the
250 who attended the first week’s
meetings was anticipated. However,
from all reports, those who did attend
found the meetings much worth while
and expressed their interest by taking
an active part in the discussions. At-
tendance at the second week’s meet-
ings was not available when MiLE-
POSTS went to press,

The first half of the tour was made
in Business Car 101, loaned for the
occasion without cost by the railroad.
Board Members who made the entire
trip were: Chairman Frank James

(clerks); I. M. Ferguson (manage-
ment); C. G. Hodges (non-operating
crafts other than clerks); R. L. Ran-
dall, business manager; and A. F. Tun-
sen (operating crafts). H. C. Munson,
vice-chairman; Dr. G. F. Cushman,
chief surgeon, and C. O. Davis (shop
crafts) were unable to attend all meet-
ings because of other commitments.

At each meeting Business Manager
Randall presented a financial report
for the years 1939-1955 inclusive. A
lively question and answer period fol-
lowed presentation of this report.

The report revealed that Medical
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Department costs of operation have in-
creased nearly six times over what
they were in 1939. Compared with that
year, the department’s costs of opera-
tion in 1955 increased as follows:

Portola Hospital ... ... 3169%
Private hospitals... ... .......890%
Fees paid to doctors......... . . 621%
Drugs, X-rays, laboratory.....728%
Administrative costs..._............ 327%

The alarming rate of increase in
costs for the first three months of this
fiscal year is nearly $24,000 more than
the same period a year ago. If this con-
tinues for the balance of this year, the
recent dues increase will be inade-
quate to pay the department’s cost of
operation.

Also discussed at the meetings was
the apparent employee misunder-
standing that the Portola Hospital is
subsidized by out-of-town employees
for the principal benefit of Portola em-
ployees. The facts presented indicate
that the Portola Hospital—if utilized—
is the most economical of all hospital
functions.

The Medical Department is a non-
profit organization. Operated by and
only for W P and subsidiary employees,
they alone have full control of the de-
partment through their organization
representatives. It was emphasized af
the meetings, that with such control of
policies and benefits the responsibility
for the department’s financial success
rests entirely in their jurisdiction. A
further increase in dues could best be
avoided if every employee would re-
view the revised Rules and By-Laws
they recently received, and refrain
from taking undue advantage of the
facilities, particularly the excessive

MILEPOSTS

Lumber Agent Appointed

E. A. Carley was appointed lumber
agent for Western Pacific effective
May 1 and will operate from head-
quarters at Eugene, Oregon.

The position is a new one on the
railroad and Carley will coordinate
procurement of forest products under
the direction of the company’s pur-
chase and store department.

Al was born at Montpelier, N. D,
in 1913. He moved with his parents to
Medford, Ore., at the age of six where
he completed high school. He has been
associated with the lumber industry
since graduating from the University
of Oregon where he majored in busi-
ness administration, Following in the
footsteps of his father, a retired lum-
berman, Al gained his experience in
retail lumber yards, with wholesalers
and manufacturers and by working his
way up in nearly every phase of the
industry.

He lives in Eugene with his wife,
Margaret, and a daughter, 19, also
named Margaret, who just completed
her first year at Colorado College,
Colorado Springs, majoring in chem-
istry.

Medical Costs Explained . . .

use of drugs and unnecessary and
trivial visits to the doctors’ offices.

Additional copies of the Rules and
By-Laws are available to those who
did not receive them through their
supervisors or by direct request to the
Medical Department at general office.

NEW ANGLE

Conrad Hilton’s latest venture in his chain
of hotels around the world is the purchase of
the Leaning Tower of Pisa. When completed, it
will be known as the “Tiltin’ Hilton.”

JULY, 1956

E. A. Carley

Like most residents in the Pacific
Northwest, Al is an outdoors man, and
while he says he plays “a lousy game
of golf,” his fishing is much better, par-
ticularly offshore in a skiff or in the
stream. He also enjoys hunting.

Portola Surgeons

Appointment of Dr. Charles W.
Brown as division surgeon for the
Western Pacific hospital at Portola,
and Dr. W. S. Bross, Jr., as his assist-
ant, was announced at Portola. Both
doctors have served on the staff.

The appointments followed the res-
ignation of Dr. Roy Peters who left
June 1 to establish a private practice
in Reno.

The board also announced plans for
improvement of the hospital.
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Hounrs

may
mean

danger for the children!

School is over and thousands of chil-
dren are now on vacation. And won-
derful as it is for the youngsters, it
means they are in danger if allowed to
play around railroad tracks and equip-
ment. Death or serious injury may be
the penalty for what they think is fun.

The majority of trespassers who in-
vade the property of the railroad are
children. They take short cuts across
railroad tracks, walk along the rails,

Walking on and jumping over railroad tracks is
a dangerous practice for children at play.
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climb over and under cars which may
be moved at any time, and “snitch”
rides on moving equipment.

Trains have always been fascinating
to the children and the railroads are
anxious to continue this interest, but
only when the children are properly
supervised on guided tours.

During vacation when the children
are not under supervision of their
teachers, it is more important than
ever for their parents to supervise
their activities. The dangers of tres-
passing on railroad property should be
constantly stressed.

Western Pacific railroaders are
urged to keep a constant watch and
report to their supervisors any chil-
dren seen at play along the railroad.

According to the Association of
American Railroads, who have con-
ducted a widespread program against
trespassing by children, juvenile cas-
ualties reached a record low in 1955
(809 killed and 811 injured) compared
with 1954 (818 killed and 895 injured).

Only by convincing the children that
railroad property is no place to play
can these casualties be completely
eliminated.

MILEPOSTS

WP Aids Sacramento
Fire District in Drills

Two retired Western Pacific box
cars were recently used for fire drills
by the Pacific Fire District of Sacra-
mento. Having been called at various
times by the railroad to extinguish
box-car fires, Chief George Cockriel
decided to train the various units under
his command in means of entering
burning box cars and most quickly
extinguishing such fires.

The two old box cars were placed at
the extreme end of the Cordova spur
(inside the Sacramento switching dis-
trict) and the floors covered with
straw saturated with a highly inflam-
mable liquid. Doors were closed and
sealed on the south side. Openings
were made between the outside wall
and lining so that fires could be started.

Ot Ony vy con
PRVEITY FORAT HIRES!
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CLEARING FIRES

After all nearby trains had passed, As-
sistant Superintendent John McNally
instructed the dispatcher to hold fur-
ther trains, and the cars were ignited.
Giving the fire a ten-minute start, four
fire-fighting units went into action.
Entrance was made after opening the
sealed doors and through the small
doors in the ends of each car and
within ten minutes the fires were com-
pletely under control with very little
damage to the structure of either car.

Happy over the result of the drill
and the cooperation shown by Western
Pacific, Chief Cockriel assured the
railroad that units under his direction
would always be at the disposal of
Western Pacific in the event of fires
along the railroad between the Ameri-
can River and the San Joaquin County
line. The Chief also advised that in the
event of a fire in an outlying area
which could not be reached by road,
his units would be glad to load equip-
ment on flat cars which could be taken
to the scene of the fire.

CASH AWARDS

Railway Age, celebrating its 100th anniversary
this fall, will award $100 to the person or firm
which submits proof of ownership of the copy
of this paper—or its predecessors—bearing the
oldest dateline. Holder of the second oldest copy
will receive $50.

Railway Age has three separate lines of an-
cestry; the oldest issue of any three will qualify.
They are: Railroad Gazette, November 15, 1856;
Railway Age, June 17, 1876; Railway Review,
1879.

Entries must be received no later than August
1, 1956. Submit statement of proof, or a photo-
stat or photograph of front cover or masthead
page to Editor, Railway Age, 30 Church Street,
New York 7.
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(An editorial in the Feather River
isulletin, Quincy, California.)

These comments comprise an effort
to contribute the type of suggestion
usually invited from the public by
companies dealing with the public. It
is hoped they will not be considered
an attempt to tell any company, spe-
cifically the Western Pacific Railroad,
how to run its business. However it
must be admitted it is sometimes diffi-
cult to tell where one class of sugges-
tion leaves off and another begins.

As the Cualifornia Zephyr pulls out
of Oroville on its way up the Feather
River Canyon a pleasant feminine
voice is heard over the loudspeaker,
explaining briefly about the discovery
and naming of the Feather River and
about Jim Beckwourth and A. W. Ked-
die and the early day gold strikes. Very
fine. Couldn’t this be done more com-

“waE

TICKET OFFICE
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“Could | interest you in u tour—just we two?"”
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“A Passing Thought”’

pletely, with the result the people who
ride on the Zephyr would get more
out of it? Without, that is, letting the
thing become a continuous yak-yak;
admittedly good judgment would be
needed.

Now if we may be pardoned for
picking a name out of the air without
authorization, let us summarize briefly
what we mean.

The conductor could say, “You will
now hear from Stanley Bailey, Por-
tola newspaper publisher, who got on
the train at Oroville.” Then the indi-
vidual introduced could tell something
about the Feather River. Soon the train
would approach the site of the pro-
posed Oroville dam and he could ex-
plain that this is the focal point of a
proposed state project, summarizing it.
Later he could point out Rich Bar, site
of one of the richest strikes of the early
days, and give a couple of lurid details
about life at that time and place. See
what we mean? History in the making
——water — and 100 years ago — gold.
Then there are the power installa-
tions; most travelers would like to hear
a few brief statistics.

“We are now passing Twain. Mark
Twain lived here once, and the place
is named for him. He wrote a rollick-
ing piece of nonsense about what he
claimed happened to him. Claimed he
and his partner were attacked by In-
dians and the two partners, running
out of bullets, used the type from some
of Twain’s compositions — needless to
say with devastating effect, the Indians
being completely routed.” It could be
worded much more interestingly than
that.

MILEPOSTS

Looking across the canyon in the
vicinity of Feather River Hot Springs
you see the place where water con-
taining radioactive deposits has been
seeping through the rocks for unknown
numbers of centuries. Core drilling is
now in progress (or it will be resumed
in a few days) in an effort to find
where the radioactive material comes
from. Radioactivity is found all over
Plumas County and literally swarms of
prospectors. . . .

Williams Loop. Interesting, and a
good chance to put in an unobtrusive
blurb about WP’s one per cent grade.

“And now after you leave Portola
you will pass through Beckwourth,
lower by 2,000 feet than any compara-
ble pass over the Sierra Nevada range.
... You will pass near the tiny com-
munity of Marble, where Alice Marble,
the famous woman tennis player, was

born and where her father owned the
hot springs, said to have healing prop-
erties, and which he willed to the
public with the stipulation that nobody
was ever to be charged money for
using the springs. . ..”

That’s a very, very rough summary,
but maybe it will convey the idea in a
general way. Let the people sit there
and look at the scenery most of the
time, but when the train comes to
something interesting explain it briefly,
inoffensively and authoritatively. And
it might surprise a lot of people how
many interesting things there are
about this canyon.

Well, it’s just an idea. We plan to
say no more about it, keeping in mind
that after all the Western Pacific
doesn’t tell the Feather River Bulletin
how to run its business.

You can help

Much attention is being given to a
drive to “Help Keep Our Roadsides
Clean,” aimed at “litter bugs” who are
defacing the beauty of our picturesque
state.

In a recently revised pamphlet is-
sued by the Travel and Recreation
Department of the California State
Chamber of Commerce, attention is
called to the cooperation being given
this important activity by the railroads.

The dumping of passenger-car litter
along the railroad is against railroad
operating rules. Western Pacific rail-
roaders are urged to comply with this
rule to prevent litter being scattered
along the railroad, which is unsightly
to our passengers and to thousands of
others who view our countryside.

JULY, 1956

The thoughts expressed in the
above editorial by Rodney Alden
are very much appreciated, as
are all commendations and criti-
cisms received by Western Pacific
about its service and operations.

Kneiss new PR president

Gilbert H. Kneiss was elected to
serve as president of the Railroad Pub-
lic Relations Association for the 1956-
57 year during the annual meeting of
the Association held at French Lick
Springs, Indiana, in June, The Associ-
ation is composed of railroad men in
the public relations field and was
formed in 1952. Its members represent
nearly every class-one railroad in the
United States and Canada.




WP WILL REMEMBER

“When a man devotes his life to an industry, he has.fruly
paid that industry the greatest compliment possible.”

On behalf of all employees of West-
ern Pacific and its affiliated com-
panies, MrLeposTs extends sincerest
best wishes for future happiness to the
following employees who recently re-
tired:

Clyde L. Allen, telegrapher, Her-
long, California.

Harry B. Beatie, clerk, Stockton.

Raymond W. Beckley, telegrapher,
Keddie.

Amos S. Calhoon, switchman, Stock-
ton.

Robert G. Edwards, fireman, Elko.

Urban C. Hart, traffic representative,
Detroit.

Yngve H. Johnson, deckhand, Oak-
land.

Teodosio Silva, track laborer, Sunol.

Present to greet Engineer Harry Spradlin at the
end of his last trip were: Engineer Wm. Brokaw,
Road Foreman T. D. Hunter, Roundhouse Foreman
W. G. Good, Mr. and Mrs. Spradlin, Engineers
C. E. Whitman and Joe Bramse, and C. J. Cody,
BLF&E Grand Lodge organizer. Photo by W. L.
Phipps, general chairman, BLF&E.

H. D. Spradlin retires

A railroad career which he began
as a marine fireman on the old five-
cent ferry operation on San Francisco
Bay in 1910 came to a close on April
30 for H. D. Spradlin, locomotive engi-
neer. He first came to WP as a ma-
chinist in 1925, worked as a fireman
until 1936 when he was promoted to
engineer, in which position he ended
his more than 30 years’ service with
the railroad.

He served as assistant local chair-
man for Lodge 794 BLF&E at Stockton
and later as local chairman of Lodge
820 when its charter was granted at
Oakland. He also served as Recording
and Financial Secretary, Delegate of
the Convention, and Secretary-Treas-
urer of the General Grievance Com-
mittee.

His many friends presented him with
a pair of binoculars and Mrs. Spradlin
received a lovely compact.

Sixteen

and what do you get?

The railroads in 1955, according to
the Federation for Railway Progress,
carried sixteen tons of freight—food,
clothing, automobiles, TV sets, fuel,
construction materials, etc.—for every
man, woman and child in the United
States, at a cost of less than 1.4 cent
per ton per mile.

To perform this backbreaking task,
the railroads delivered an average of
299,000 tons of freight an hour during
the year.

The railroads also delivered 49,000
people to their business and vacation
destinations during the year, which
amounted to 180 miles of rail travel for
every American.

During an average hour in 1955 the
railroads paid out $569,000 in wages to
over one million employees; paid
$124,000 in federal, state and local
taxes; bought and used $47,000 worth
of fuel; paid $64,000 in rentals for
buildings and equipment; paid $35,-

“Pat” 0'Malley retires

When Ivan F. “Pat” O’Malley retired
or May 31 as operator-towerman at
Niles Tower (SP crossing) after 32
years of Western Pacific service, he re-
ceived the following letter from nine
Southern Pacific dispatchers dated
Oakland Pier, May 31:

“On this, the eve of your ‘liberation,’
may you take with you all the good
luck, “713’s,” and best wishes from all of
us. It has been a pleasure working
with you and we will miss you plenty,
but hope many long and happy years
of health and good fortune are stored
up for you to enjoy to the fullest,

“Adios.”

JULY, 1956

“Must sacrifice . . . built by Baldwin in 28 . . .
rebuilt in ’38 . . . replaced by diesel in ’52.”

000 in interest on money borrowed
(and $12,000 to cover other financial
obligations) ; wrote off $63,000 for wear
and tear on equipment and property;
and spent $193,000 for such operating
expenses as maintenance of track,
equipment repairs, etc.

The railroads had a net profit of
$106,000 for every hour of operations
in 1955, of which common and pre-
ferred stockholders received $48,000 in
dividends and the remaining $58,000
was plowed back into the industry.

The over $100,000 an hour profit may
sound good, but it represented one of
the lowest returns on investment in the
country.

“Did you knock on that traffic representative’s
door and wake him as | told you to do?”

“Yes'm,” replied the new maid fresh from
the country. “But he didn’t wake up so I finally
had to go in his room and shake him.”

"Good heavens, don’t you know better than
to ever go into a traffic representative’s room?”

“Yes'm, | do now.”
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MILEPOSTS IN GOLD

MiLEPOSTS congratulates the following railroaders who will receive Service

Pin Awards during the month of July, 1956:

45-YEAR PIN

Earl E. Christian . . Storekeeper.......... ... . ... ...Stockton
40-YEAR PIN

Edward R. DuBrutz ~Switchman.......... . . . L. I Western Division
35-YEAR PIN

Charley F. Cunha... . Hostler Helper_... . ... . [ Mechanical Dept.

30-YEAR PINS

...Locomotive Engineer.... ...
...Marine Captain .
_..Car Foreman...... . S
...Locomotive Engineer.. .. .. . .
~.Locomotive Engineer
Telegrapher . ..
Conductor .
Conductor
~.Clerk... .

Locomotwe Engmeer
... Traveling Auditor ..

25-YEAR PINS
Merle E. Bowman..__._ .. ... e vanas Section Foreman.

William H. Barnett..... .
Gustav A. Bergman.
Wesley W. Clark _.
Earl E. Fightmaster.
Charles Graham..
Edwin L. Hensle
Almer E. Jones....
Forest H. Lessley.. .
Ernest S. Moyes.....
Charles A. Nordholm .
William L. Rowberry...... .

--Western Division
Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
.Western Division
Western Division
.Western Division
Western Division
Eastern Division
Western Division
Western Division
..San Francisco

..Western Division

John A. Hamilton Yardmaster..... . .. _..Eastern Division
20-YEAR PINS
Mechanical Dept.

Malcolm P. Armstrong... . [ Machinist Helper........
Howard D. Atkinson.. .. . ~Locomotive Engineer...
James D. Blair. Locomotive Engineer
Robert L. Bliss. - .Boilermaker...

Fred W. Brandes - Traffic Representatlve.
Martin D. Cacic....... . Boilermaker Helper..
Frank T. Calnan... .. .Agent’s Account Cler:
Wilbert S. Cope .Road Foreman of Engmei
Wallace Craig... Carman.........o .
George M. Crum. Signal Storekeeper
Walter F. Damaske Conductor...
Vance L. Dick......_.... - .Carman Helper .
Jack A. Grubbs......... -.Locomotive Engi
Julian C. Gwaltney. Locomotive Engmee
Ray F. Hobbick..... —...Carman... B
Charles B. Kenney ~Yardmaster
Valden L. Kimball... .Conductor... ..

Western Division
Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
- -Oakland
- -Mechanical Dept.
-..San Francisco
- -Portola
.-Mechanical Dept.
-Signal Dept.
-.- Western Division
-- Mechanical Dept.
.- Western Division
.. Western Division
..Mechanical Dept.
Western Division
Eastern Division

Ralph W. Landon.... Conductor .. . - Western Division
Ralph E. Luzzadder... ...Locomotive Endmeer. Western Division
Harold P. Masterton .. Boilermaker .. . Mechanical Dept.

.Western Division
Eastern Division
Eastern Division
‘Western Divisicn
San Francisco

.. Western Division
Eastern Division
Eastern Division
Western Division
.Western Division
... Western Division

Telegrapher- Agent
.Section Foreman.
.Conductor .
.Section Laborer .

Gail W, Minich....... .
Joseph P. Moudy..
Thomas E. Murphy .
Bartola Najero..
Eugene J. Neri.
John P. Noggle.
Francis D. Nugent
Charles W. Owen..... . .
Noel G. Pendergraft......

William B. Polansky
John W. Porter

-.Conductor
Conductor...
Telezrapher
..Conductor...
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...Carman Foreman ... .
_..Traffic Representativ

Harlan O. Powers
John C. Riegel..
Andy E. Stene.
Birger E. Westman

... Mechanical Dept.

.. Chicago

D ... Western Division
,,,,,, . .. ..Western Division

15-YEAR PINS

Wilmer Chapman, Jr................ ... .
Thomas E. Clifton .
Kenneth Cooper.
Maurice Deeley.
James B. Dillon, Jr
Allen C. Fleming.
Alvin C. Gregg.
Chester F. McDonald I
Robert V. McGinnis.... ..*
John W. Moss... .
Eugene Nielson
Othel ‘W. Perry.

.- Conductor...

- Conductor...

Willard M, Workman.. .. .

Locomotive Engineer.... . .

g
Traffic Representative.. . .. .
Car Service Inspector...

. -Crane Operator
...Locomotive Engineer
~.Locomotive Engineer..

Locomotive Engineer
-Conductor...........
. Locomotive Engmeer .
—.Superintendent of Shops e

.General Agent

--Western Division

<........Mechanical Dept.

. -Western Division
--Pittsburgh, Pa.

-San Francisco

.. Western Division

-Western Division

__Eastern Division

... Western Division

. ... Western Division

e - - ... .Eastern Division

. Eastern Division

. Mechanical Dept.

.. .. Eastern Division
,,,,, Pittsburgh, Pa,

10-YEAR PINS

Henry I. Ashley
Leo A. Baker .
Gaylord E. Blackbur
Sumner F. Burmeister....
Christian A. Capaul
Jack B. Clark
Stephen B. Corve
Vitoriano M. Diaz..
Walter D. Freeman... .
Miriam L. Grude, Mrs.. .
Hervil Hayes.

... Electrician...

_Store Helper

Charles F. Reed
Henry F. Seavers...
David A. Skootsky..
Emmit Young......

,,,,, Revising Clerk, Rule 10.... . ..
--Traffic Representativ

_Assistant Division Engmeer

Roundhouse Clerk
Statistical Clerk....

--San Francisco
-.San Francisco
...Mechanical Dept.
-..Eastern Division
Store Dept.
- Mechanical Dept.
.. San Francisco
Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
.Western Division
Eastern Division
.. Eastern Division
San Francisco
. Mechanical Dept.
-Eastern Division
_..Sacramento
... Eastern Division
..San Francisco
San Francisco
...Eastern Division

GUTS AND SENSE

A guy can have guts and still use his head!
There’s nothing sissy about your favorite second
baseman when he takes a peg from the catcher,
sidesteps the flying spikes, and tags the runner
out stealing.

And nobody accuses a big league catcher of
being timid when he takes the time to put on
shin guards, chest protector and mask before
he goes behind the bat.

Actually, the second baseman knows he’s a
lot more likely to make the putout if he doesn’t
let the runner crash into him and spike him.
And the catcher knows he'll do a better job
behind the plate if he knows a foul tip can‘t
smash his face in.

It's the same on the job. Safe actions and
safety equipment make your job easier, your
work more productive.

JULY, 1956

There were the gled odors of gasoline and
alcohol rising from the wreck.
“Whassamatter?”’ mumbled the stunned pas-
senger. “Couldntcha see that telephone pole?”
“Sure | saw it,” said the dumbfounded driver,
“"but | thought you wush drivinl”
2

You’d think anybody driving a car across a
grade crossing would be alert. You'd think
he’d be watching for trains in both directions.
You'd think he’d observe warning signals and
gates.

But you'd be wrong—in some cases. Many a
reckless laddy will take the grade crossing as
if he had the right of way over all trains.

But a good loud whistle will make even the
reckless driver take notice. So, whenever you
approach o crossing, hit the whistle hard and
keep hitting it. It will be a better accident-
preventer than the best air brake in the world.
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On behalf of all employees of West-
ern Pacific and its affiliated companies,
MiLEPOSTS extends sincerest sympathy
to the loved ones of the following em-
ployees whose death has been re-
ported:

Sam Charley, retired section laborer,
May 25.

Rollin A. Cleaveland, retired clerk,
April 13.

Frank Coyle, retired switchman,
April 14.

Frank J. A. Cunha, retired machinist
helper, February 25.

Marvin Dees, retired track laborer,
April 4.

Raymond L. Dion, switchman, June
1.

Irvin W. Eger, retired boilermaker,
June 8.

Claude C. Hibbard, retired Alameda
Belt Line brakeman, April 29.

Walter M. Lippke, B&B helper, May
4.

Adolph H. Meier, retired Sacra-
mento Northern general foreman, May
8.

William H. Ream, retired yard en-
gine foreman, May 3.

Thomas E. Smith, retired extra gang
laborer, April 24.

John Thompson, retired laborer,
April 20.

James C. Tucker, retired Sacra-
mento Northern brakeman, March 19.

20
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John P. Quigley

John P. Quigley, retired superin-
tendent of transportation, died on June
5 at the age of 89. Quigley retired from
the railroad on June 30, 1946, after a
distinguished 59-year railroad career.

A native of Wabasha, Minnesota,
Quigley took his first job as a cigar
maker at the age of 16. In September,
1887, he entered Burlington service as
a telegrapher. Resigning from the Bur-
lington in 1907 he became chief dis-
patcher for the Rock Island. After
three years’ service with that railroad
he became chief dispatcher for the WP
on March 1, 1910. Fourteen months
later he became superintendent of
telegraph and car accountant, and was
appointed division superintendent at
Sacramento on August 1, 1916. Quig-
ley returned to San Francisco in Sep-
tember, 1919 as superintendent of
transportation and telegraph, in which
position he remained for nearly 27
years until retirement.

He was a past president of the Pa-
cific Railway Club.

Two sisters, Mrs. Margaret Graves
of Polson, Montana, and Minnie Quig-
ley of Cameron, Missouri, survive him.

DISNEYLAND PASSES

Through arrangements made with Walt Disney
by the Santa Fe Railway, annual passes held by
railroad men on any American railroad will be
honored on the Santa Fe and Disneyland Rail-
road at Disneyland Park near Los Angeles.

The little train, authentic in detail, makes a
complete circle around the entire park.

MILEPOSTS
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CuarcLes Hubpcins, former corre-
spondent for Cincinnati, returns to the
staff to report activities in WP’s traffic
office at Detroit, where he is now
headquartered as traveling represent-
ative. Welcome back, Chuck!

DETROIT

Charles Hudgins

Greetings from the Motor City!

May was the month of changes in
Detroit — the weather got warmer,
pretty girls got prettier, and converti-
ble tops came down. But the change
which hit WP’s office was quite con-
siderable.

Bill and Hazel Hart

JULY, 1956

A retirement party was enjoyed by
the entire staff, wives and friends,
with Arr Lunp and his wife, Ina, add-
ing their Chicago charm, the retiring
member being none other than Ursan
“Wip Birr” Hart, after 28 years of
faithful service. Bill’s wife, Hazel,
looking prettier than ever, was deco-

1
Attending Bill Hart's retirement party were Art
Lund, Ken Rank, Bill Hart, Chuck Hudgins, Larry
Moe and Vince Carr, and .

Ina Lund, Vi Rank, Hazel Hart, Ruth Vetter, Mar-
celine Vetter, Yvonne Jarkowski, and Lunetta
Carr. It was a memorable occasion.
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rated with an orchid in appreciation of
her many years in guiding the career
of a traveling railroader. Bill got quite
a gleam in his eye when he discovered
the rod, reel and tackle box presented
to him. We are all looking forward to
some big fish fries out at the Hart’s
this summer. We are all wishing this
charter member of the Detroit office
(1928) a long and pleasurable retire-
ment.

Also, with a tear in our eyes, we
bade farewell to Ken Rank, who de-
parted the Motor City as general agent
to take up residence in San Francisco
and duties as assistant to the vice
president-traffic. Ken was presented
with a wrist watch to help in keeping
his schedules on time.

With the loss of Ken, we gained in
the person of Larry MOE, our new
general agent, who “crossed the wide
Missouri” from far-off Oregon. We all
welcome Larry and hope he will soon
feel right at home,

Leo KamINsky was “imported” from
our Pittsburgh office on June 1 where
he served as chief clerk, to become the
new city man. Congratulations on your
promotion, Leo.

Not to be forgotten, Rurh VETTER,
chief clerk, is still with us and we hope
to see her smiling face around for a
good while longer. Since she keeps
us all in line and runs the office so
smoothly we don’t know what we’d do
without her.

CHICAGO

Dan Dutkiewicz,

Jack Boquist, chief export clerk,
recently bought a new home. During
the process of moving he féund a few
old skeletons in his closets. Ever find
any skeletons in your closets?

Pum. Purienano, secretary to ARt
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”

. and, Porky, the best thing about going to
market via WP is we’ll have a comfortable ride!”

Lunp, left our employ. We're going to
miss his witticisms and critical re-
marks about the operas he attended.
The young gals in the office will also
miss Phil, and we all wish him luck in
his new endeavors.

Frorence T. DubLEY recently joined
our ranks. She hails from Chi-town’s
great Northwest side and has taken
over the statistician’s desk. Welcome to
Western Pacific!

PORTOLA

Lovise Wilks

Many friends paid tribute to the
memory of A. J. CarLsoN, Sr., retired
car inspector, who passed away re-
cently. “A.J.” was active in the L.D.S.
Church, a Scoutmaster for the Boy
Scout troop sponsored by his church,
and had been presented with a Life

MILEPOSTS

Membership in the Portola Parent
Teachers Association.

Congratulations to Ira C. BarLowin,
icing supervisor, who was reélected
Mayor to serve his second term.

New arrivals are a boy, James Noble,
for Brakeman and Mrs. Jack KERBER,
whose grandfather is Engineer NoBLE
WaKEFIELD, and a boy for Brakeman
and Mrs. WALTER ANDERSON. Brake-
man G. A. CLoup is the granddad.

Yardmaster CHARLIE BEEM spent
some time recently in the local hospital
but is back on the job doing business
as usual after a rest which he claims
did him much good.

Engineer and Mrs. HEre BEerc spent
their vacation in Washington and Can-
ada visiting with Herb’s brother.

Friends from Marysville, Livermore,
and Sparks joined others in Portola to
celebrate the 50th wedding anniver-
sary of Agent and Mrs. Harry F. HavLL.

Agent and Mrs. Harry F. Hall

JULY, 1956

The affair was held at Portola Com-
munity Church. They have a daughter
and two sons, and the two sons, one
with his wife and three children from
Atlanta, Georgia, were present. The
Halls were married in Ewing, Ne-
braska, and went to live in Sawyer,
Nebraska, where Harry was the newly
appointed agent. He says he worked
12 hours a day for $46.50 a month.

Glad to see CrypE Furcuer back
working after several months’ absence
because of illness.

Sam CHARLEY, retired Plumas section
laborer, passed away recently. He re-
tired in 1955 with 25 years’ service. He
is survived by his widow, sons Harry,
and Willie who is presently laborer at
Reno Section, and daughters Dorothy,
Ella, and Mrs. M. C. Wood, wife of
Section Foreman M. C. Woob, Herlong.

Section Foreman and Mrs. V. N.
Ricuins, Doyle, have a new grandson,
Randy Lee Knight.

“The Knave” column in the Oakland
Tribune gives this account of some
Western Pacific employees: “You will
no doubt be overwhelmed to know that
the Portola Reporter has solemnly
published a listing of new officers of
the Portola Pine Beetle Club, an out-
standing organization: Myrtle Rogers
(wife of Brakeman G. C. RoGErs) was
installed as chief grayback; Crara
Kn~ox (nurses’ aid WP Hospital), lady
louse; Laura Rice (aid), baby louse;
Louise Torr (nurse), shekel keeper;
Monica SprowL (aid), pious louse;
Mavupe Furceer (aid), crumby chaser;
LinnNie Graves (aid, and wife of Clerk
GEORGE GRAVES), ivory louse; EvE
WarrLock (aid, and wife of Engineer
GeOrRGE WHITLOCK), rustling louse;
UrpeNE Fonpa (wife of EarL Fonpa,
retired clerk), second tightwad. In this

23

i
ie



company, JEAN Furcuer (aid) had the
good fortune to be named scratcher.”

Upon reading the column, the Por-
tola Reporter had this to say: “‘The
Knave’ probably will be overwhelmed
when he reads this that the names
are officers of the Cootiette Club. The
Cootiettes are part of a national or-
ganization, play branch of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, and there are un-
doubtedly grayback, lady louse, and
other such titleholders right there in
his own Oakland. If not, maybe he
should go across the Bay sometime and
learn about life.”

NEW YORK CITY

Alan Hudson

JoE MasoN, commercial agent, not
to be outdone by Jomn StiLL, Ray
GrevE, ART POTVIN, your correspond-
ent (and a few other folks in the
Yooessay), is having a house built in
Suburbia, or Exurbia. Joe and Marge
hope to be settled in their new home in
Mamaroneck, Westchester County, ere
the snow flies.

We were happy to meet a colleague-
in-letters in the person of HeLEn R.
SmarL, MiLeposts’ Oroville corre-
spondent, who stopped in the office
while on her way to a vacation in
Europe. A few teleprinter difficulties
also brought Jim CorTER to our office
from the communications department
in San Francisco.

From an unimpeachable source, a
man -about-town columnist in New
York reported having seen Chief Clerk
Sip HENRICKSEN, engineering depart-
ment, San Francisco, and his vivacious
lady (and wife!), Billie, at a ringside
table at the Roosevelt Grill one eve-
ning while vacationing in May, kicking
up their heels to the strains of Guy
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Lombardo and his Royal Canadians.
My source made a somewhat recondite
remark to the effect that when you
dance, you have to pay the fiddler.

STOCKTON

Elaine Obenshain

We wish the best of luck to two of
our employees who retired in May.
Switchman Amos S. CALHOON com-
pleted 57 years of railroad service on
May 10. His service, begun in 1906
braking on the Frisco, includes 19
years each with the Frisco, Florida
East Coast and Western Pacific. He
plans to spend his time on a recently
purchased small farm near Belen,
New Mexico, where he can do a little
fishing on the nearby Rio Grande.
Amos has two sons, two daughters and
“several” grandchildren.

Clerk Harry B. Beatik left on May
31 with 43 years’ service, 33 of which

Harry Beatie, left, receives “last day* greetings
from L. Ivan McAtee, chief yard clerk.

MILEPOSTS

were in continuous WP service. He
began his career with the SP in Octo-
ber, 1911. In 1913 he came to W P, but
after three years returned to the SP
in 1916. He enlisted in the Army in
1917 and served at Air Service Head-
quarters, Paris, and later in the 2nd
Aviation Instruction Center at Tours,
France. He married the former Naomi
Rule in August, 1919, and returned to
railroad service that month with the
N W P at Willits. Harry returned to the
WP in 1920 for two years, resigned
and returned again in November, 1923,
to begin his continuous service. The
Beaties will enjoy life on a farm near
Manteca. Two daughters, one son and
five grandchildren are living in Stock-
ton.

Congratulations to Clerk and Mrs.
GeNE TrACE who welcomed a son, Paul
Alan,on May 1. Their daughter, Judith,
is nine.

F. Maestas, Jr., son of Car Inspector
and Mrs. F. MAESTAS, SR., was recently
discharged from the U. S. Navy.

Our deepest sympathy to former
Switchman-Yardmaster RoBerT PARr-
kER, and Clerk Har J. SuicLEY, whose
wife and sister, Marian Parker, passed
away recently after an extended ill-
ness.

Clerk Har SuicLEY has returned to
work at Stockton yard, having been
discharged from the U. S. Army with
rank of Corporal. During one year
spent in Germany Hal saw many in-
teresting things, but he is happy to be
back home.

Enjoying early vacations are Cashier
and Mrs. W. D. McLAuGHLIN, in Ohio;
Roundhouse Foreman and Mrs. C. L.
“LerTYy” MYERS, in Texas; Baggageman
and Mrs. “Doc” HENSLEY, in Oregon
and Yosemite Park; Roundhouse Fore-

JULY, 1956

Enjoying a little relaxation before going on duty
at Stockton yard are A. E. Colen, engine fore-
man; Walter Green, “Gabby’ Hays, switchmen.

man and Mrs. H. J. KeLLy, in Los An-
geles and Elko; and Conductor and
Mrs. M. C. Beck, in Everett, Washing-
ton, and over the border into Canada.

Engineer W. H. BarnerrT recently
underwent surgery, and Fireman D.
Brigur suffered a heart attack. We
wish them speedy recoveries.

SALT LAKE CITY

Joseph B. Price

Conductor J. R. Haws enjoyed his
vacation by visiting in and around Los
Angeles and enjoying the scenic spots
en route.

We're all wondering if Engineer
SHELBY J. PERRY put $2 on a stump in
Arkansas while on vacation and came
up with the results that everyone
claims for that amount.

Engineer and Mrs. Harry H. FULLER
sojourned to Jackson Hole, Wyoming,
for a vacation which they report was
wonderful.

New home owners in Salt Lake City
are Trainmaster and Mrs. GEOrRGE M.
Lorenz, and Conductor and Mrs. JaAMES
L. CoLLins.
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Retired Conductor R. R. Ricks, who
has been confined to the hospital, is
now up and around and getting along
fine.

Mrs. Helen Lorenz, wife of Retired
Engineer GEoOrGE A. LORENZ, was
chosen “the baseball mother of the
year” on May 13 during a game be-
tween Idaho Falls and Salt Lake. She
was presented with a large bouquet of
red roses. Sorry to report that the Salt
Lake “Bees” lost by the score of 12
to 11.

According to the grapevine, Yard
Clerk Estuer Writt, and MILEPOSTS’
correspondent, is redecorating and re-
furnishing her home in Wendover.
We're all wondering just what’s hap-
pening, Esther?

Our deepest and most sincere sym-
pathy to the family of Retired Road-
master ANprRew P. THoMsoN, who
passed away on May 6.

SACRAMENTO SHOPS

Marcella G. Schultze

We are very honored to have Mr.
Bok Hyon Kim, electrical engineer
from Korea, with us studying our shop
operations, especially the electrical and
locomotive fields. Mr. Kim is also at-
tending night school to study the
American and English languages.

And—speaking of surprises, which
we were—ask HermAN F. ScHULTZE,
sheet metal worker. A group of his
fellow workers, and members of the
Masonic Fraternity, paid him a recent
surprise fraternal visit. The group,
consisting of J. E. AsBury, blacksmith
foreman; M. D. CoucHriN and V. A.
NELSsoN, store department; W. B. Wor-
VERTON, mechanical engineer; W. C.
SpanN, former sheet metal foreman;
R. R. Harg, F. V. Drakeg, and J. L.
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STRAWN, machinists; A. J. Stour, car
foreman; C. C. BENNETT, D. D. DAvIES,
and W. R. StoweLL, blacksmiths; F.
BiEskeRr, boilermaker; H. H. Evers, H.
HuntoonN, and E. C. RypER, carmen;
D. R. SaARBACH, superintendent of shops;
and T. N. Fassert, boilermaker fore-
man, presented Herman, who is Wor-
shipful Master of Concord Lodge No.
117, with a personal Bible and gavel,
and a gift from the Lodge. The gavel
and gift were made by Hans Evers.

TrumAaN Fassert, Worshipful Master
of Kit Carson Lodge No. 734, who in-
stigated the above visit, then had the
tables turned on him when the same
group made a similar surprise visit to
his Lodge, and presented a gift.

Our congratulations to H. H. GIL-
LESPIE and C. G. MiINTLE, who are re-
spectively the new sheet metal fore-
man and car foreman at the shops.
They replace WaLTER SPANN and Lours
MacieL who retired the end of April.

Our condolences to Carman KARL
W. WEeiBEL, who recently lost Mrs.
WEIBEL after a lengthy illness.

Many of you may remember CHARLES
C. WiLiams, who was formerly a
machinist at the shops. Mr. Williams
passed away May 4 at Salem, Oregon,
where he was working for the South-
ern Pacific.

Machinist Helper Patr Leo passed
away in May at Portola Hospital, but
was returned to Sacramento for inter-
ment. His pallbearers, A. E. STADLER
and F. V. DRAKE, machinists; H. G.
MaHLIN, sheet metal worker; E. MAEs,
carman; and GeorGe CArsonN and
“BaBe” Rosk, former machinist help-
ers, were all members, with the ex-
ception of Maes, of a former champion
California State soccer team. Pat was
their ardent fan and followed the team
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faithfully, often acting as scorekeeper.

Congratulations to Laborer and Mrs.
L. Davis on the birth of their first
child, a daughter.

WENDOVER

Esther Witt

We made a slight error in reporting
the fishing and hunting item of Frank
PrrTman in Alaska, and as a number
of people think Frank has again re-
turned to Alaska, which he has not,
report the following:

Frank is working for “KN” in Elko
again. He resigned his position on third
trick in Elko in April, 1950, and went to
Alaska. Due to his extreme disap-
pointment in what he had thought to
be a “bonanza,” he resigned from the
Alaska Railroad in June, 1954, and
returned to the States and back to the
good old WP at Elko, where he again
went to work in August of 1954.

Yard Clerk Francis K. BYRNE re-

Engineer Clyde Hart snapped this one of Wen-
dover forces during tour of duty: Mechanical
Foreman Robert Colvin and Engineer Roland
Morton on engine; Yardmaster Harlan Ford,
Switchmen Walter R. Umshler and Vaun Shelton,
Fireman John Dowling and Switchman Coleman
Pettit. They have long service with WP.

JULY, 1956

turned to work following a trip to San
Francisco for a physical checkup.

Telegrapher ANNA BELLE ALBRECHT
is still under a doctor’s care but is
making slow recovery. We’'ll sure be
glad to see you back, Anna Belle.

Roadmaster’s Clerk Victor C. LoPEz
is now recovering at his home here
following quite a stay in the hospital
in Salt Lake. He will be confined to
bed for another three weeks at least,
and we hope you have no further set-
backs, Vic.

Visitors in the home of Switchman
and Mrs. Dan W. Lee were Mrs. LEg’s
mother, Mrs. Mary Naylor, and Dan’s
son, Danny. In turn, the Lees’ daugh-
ter, Shirley Ann, spent a few days with
grandmother, Mrs. Mary Taylor, in
Salt Lake.

Just as we all got into the swing of
things during the detouring of SP
trains, the trestle across the Great Salt
Lake was repaired and okeyed by the
I.C.C. for resumption of service on
May 10. May 11 was somewhat of a
letdown after running a “double rail-
road” for seven days and we’d like to
see all those trains running again.

Wendover Air Force Base held open
house on Armed Forces Day and the
public enjoyed viewing all the differ-
ent planes, jets and defense strategy
demonstrated. In addition to the regu-
lar Wendover yard forces in attend-
ance, also there were Conductors
TraomAas E. MurpHY, DAN W. SULLIVAN,
Frank R. Bourwarg, ALFRED G. Woobn-
waARD, JosEpH C. PArkERr, and R. M.
TrorpE. Also, Engineers RALPH AIELLO
and Cuer F. Barnes, and Fireman
KeLLy C. Nest and Harorp J. BEAUuD-
ROW.

We understand that Conductor Jos-
epH B. Prick made a slight error on
May 23 in presenting his wife, Mar-
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garet, with a large birthday cake with
a large “50” thereon inscribed instead
of the usual “39.” A bouquet of beauti-
ful roses made up for the error, how-
ever.

Dispatcher James Brown and Teleg-
rapher Frank Prrrman, of Elko, had a
very narrow escape while out on a
fishing trip. With the fish biting better
than ever they disregarded a sudden
thunderstorm and the lightning which
blasted all around them. What brought
the fishing to a sudden end was a bolt
which struck the metal button on
Frank’s cap, knocking it to the ground,
and the metal fishing badge on the side
of Jim’s cap. That they were both
wearing rubber boots undoubtedly
saved them from serious injury or pos-
sible death. “Never again will we be so
foolish as to fish during a thunder-
storm,” they both avowed.

—

Glomty

"Just thought I’d drop in and cheer you up!”
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SACRAMENTO STORE

Irene Burton

Jurius Frick is taking one week of
his vacation to run his cattle up to
pasture. He has been spending his
weekends near Volcano fixing fences
and making other preparations.

NormaN Vizina returned to the store
department on doctor’s orders after
working along the line with a welding
gang.

TrURMAN MozINGA is spending his
vacation at Butte, Montana, with a
niece after learning that the fishing in
that territory was good.

Tony CapauL spent a vacation at
home trying to put his yard in shape.
With so much rain early this year
Tony claims the weeds really took
over.

Buppy McGARriTY was in the hospital
for dental work and Jounx Hicks has
been away because of illness. Oscar
UrricH was absent recently due to ill-
ness, also, and we extend our sincere
sympathy to Oscar and his family on
the recent death of his father.

Craupe Crain was called to Tennes-
see due to the critical illness of his
mother. ST

Other vacationers were Roy Far-
quisT and Epcar ENSELE, but no report
on what they did.

G. H. BakeRr, chief clerk-purchasing,
returned to his old haunts to see the
progress being made on the office
building and yard. While the office is
going to be a great improvement we
all wish the workmen to stifle some of
the noise and confusion.

The office staff received a lovely box
of candy from AcnEs AsH who is visit-
ing in Indianapolis. We also helped
Jackie McCartay celebrate her birth-
day.

MILEPOSTS

Thanks to Lee WiLLis for keeping up
with the news while your correspond-
ent was conventioning in Los Angeles
with the National Association of Rail-
way Business Women.

H. J. MapisoN and his wife were
very much surprised when they awoke
on Memorial Day to find that their
daughter had flown out from Salt Lake
City to spend the weekend with them.

ELKO

Henry Wallock

Car Inspector T. N. Parris com-
pleted 41 years’ service with Western
Pacific when he retired on May 4. A
native of Greece, Tom came to America
and first hired out in the WP round-
house at Elko at the wage of 25 cents
an hour. He worked there two years,
then transferred to the car department
where he has since worked. Tom was
given a set of fishing equipment by

Tom Parris
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the Elko employees and we hope he
will have many happy days just fishing
and enjoying life.

Laborer GoLpik RIcHARDSON returned
from a 90-day leave during which time
she took care of her husband recuper-
ating from an operation. We hope he is
soon able to return to work, Goldie.

Fireman E. R. Scort is on vacation
and claims he is just going to catch up
on his rest.

We extend a hearty welcome to
W. J. Leavy who succeeded Don Davis
as diesel house foreman. We hope he
and his family will like our little city.

Don Davis bid in as night diesel
foreman at Oroville. Leaving us for
sunny California, Don said we can
keep our snow and cold weather. Sorry
to see you leave us.

We extend our sincere sympathy to
Mrs. Kershner and her family on the
sudden passing of Fireman CLYDE
KersHNER. Clyde was active with the
Elko boys’ baseball team. He hired out
as fireman in 1943.

We also extend our sympathy to
Fireman M. J. ErcHEMENDY on the
passing of his father.

KEDDIE

Elsie Hagen

Fireman and Mrs. B Cox have
left us, having purchased a home in
Oroville. Enginear Jack DeCosta also
moved to Oroville and is working in
the canyon. Others on the move are
Engineer W. C. FiLBECK and family to
Portola and Yardmaster BEn NoaH to
Quincy.

“Buck” BuckroLtz was the first to
bring in a fish on opening day and it
was a whopper. The German Brown
measured 19% inches.
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Brakeman “BrackIE” Apams got the
first limit in Keddie, but his wife stole
his thunder by bringing in a limit the
next two or three days.

Agent PeTe HAaNLEY, another of our
experts, has yet to get in the race as
he has been too busy to put his fishing
gear to work.

Brakeman Ep ROBERTSON is now out
of St. Joseph’s Hospital but still is not
able to use his arm. He took a short
trip home to Rawlins, Wyoming, to
visit with his family.

Our deepsst sympathy to Train-
master Bos HENDErRsON whose father
passed away in Los Angeles; to the
family of Conductor WALTER LASHELL
who passed away this month; and to
Mrs. HErB WoMmAack who lost her father
in Illinois.

Train Desk Clerk Cy BATEs is
proudly announcing that he is an uncle;
his brother, Cecil Bates of Modesto,
is the father of a daughter.

We're glad to see RounDHOUSE FORE-
MAN BENNYHOFF back at work after
being on the sicklist. Bos CHAPMAN,
water service department, was a pa-
tient at St. Joseph’s but is also now
back at work.

On vacation are Conductor BiLL
STuBBLEFIELD and his family who went
to Brooklyn, N. Y., for his son’s mar-
riage; NeTTIE FoX, second trick train
desk clerk, and husband, Conductor
Jim Fox, off for fishing on the coast.
Vacationists with unknown destina-
tions are Eagineers N. L. SmitH, M. E.
Gisson, and E. V. LERNER.

We have three graduates from high
school this year. Larry Fisher, son of
Section Foreman LAUreL FISHER;
Charles Kenny, son of Yardmaster
Barney KEnNY; and Beverly Snyder,
daughter of Fireman HowARD SNYDER.

3)

Also, two boys formerly of Keddie,
Milton Webb, son of Mrs. VAN BEN-
THUSEN, of Winnemucca; and Buford
Burrows, son of Conductor JAMES
Burrows of Stockton.

Operator Ray BeckLEY retired May
31 and from all reports he plans to
remain in Keddie. He has a wonderful
garden and plans to do some mining
during his spare time. Bast of luck to
you and Mrs. Beckley!

Last but not least we have some new
dancers on their way up. Performing
in the “Foley Follies” were Cindy
Barry, daughter of Roadmaster CHET
Barry; Wesley Shannon, daughter of
Engineer Jack SuanNoN; and Char-
lotte Nelms, daughter of Top NELMS,
manager of the Keddie Hotel and Cof-
fee Shop.

WINNEMUCCA

Ruth G. Smith

LesLie NoBLE, water service main-
tainer, who has been away from work
for nearly a year with a leg injury, re-
cently returned home from San Fran-
cisco where he was receiving medical
attention. After a few days at home he
will return to San Francisco for fur-
ther medical attention.

Joun E. Lorp, retired section fore-
man at North Golconda, died at St.
Mark’s Hospital in Salt Lake City after
an illness of one yar.

TreLBERT LEWwWIs, day yard clerk, is
confined to Humboldt County Hospital.
He is being relieved by ErnNEsT LYLE
Damon, stepson cf Telegrapher CARL
GRAUVOGEL.

Frances Annie, the youngest daugh-
ter of John Smith and Roundhouse
Clerk Rura SwmitH, was married on
May 19 at the Smith home in Winne-
mucca to James L. Vanderhoff. The
young couple will live in Winnemucca.

MILEPOSTS

DaRLENE BrowN bid in the job as
roadmaster-trainmaster’s clerk. She
formerly was steno-clerk in the time-
keeper’s office in Elko. Darlene is the
stepdaughter of GLENN PINNEY, car-
man at Portola.

Switchman Troy THOMPSON returned
to work May 28 after an illness of
seven months.

Bulldozer Operator Forrest L.
SmrTH bid in the job as operator on the
new Caterpillar assigned to Roadmas-
ter D. J. LavcHLIN’s district. Forrest
has moved his wife and two children
from Portola where he was formerly
stationed.

Retired Engineer O. J. KELLEY was a
visitor from his home in Salt Lake City
over Decoration Day. Otto was a Win-
nemucca resident at one time.

Two children of Western Pacific rail-
roaders won the highest scholastic
honors at the Humboldt County High
School graduation. Marian Rita Laugh-
lin, daughter of Roadmaster Dan
LAUGHLIN, won the gold pin and was
awarded a certificate from the Univer-
sity of San Francisco entitling her to
be admitted with honors to USF. Mar-
ian will enter the University’s College
of Nursing for the Fall semester of
1956. The silver pin went to Douglas
Tang, son of Brakeman L. B. Tanc.

o
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Douglas Tang

Marian Rita Laughlin
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SAN FRANCISCO

Doug Bruce, Rita Connolly, Molly Fagan,
Lawrence Gerring, Don Hedgpeth, Carl
Rath, Bill Royal, and Frank Tufo.

Do~ HepepeTH, former service bu-
reau employee and now division clerk
in the freight traffic department, is the
new correspondent for the latter de-
partment, succeeding AL TOWNE, now
in the U. S. Navy. Don recently re-
turned to WP after service with the
U. S. Army language school at Mon-
terey and in Washington, D. C.
AR AL TowNE writes
from Honolulu that
he has been pro-
moted in rank to
Airman (AN) and
is in complete
charge of the Oper-
ations office with
three persons under
him. Swimming instruction is also one
of his jobs as a Navy Class A swimmer,
training men for survival swimming.
He’s now studying for rank as aviation
storekeeper.

Paur MYER, chief of division bureau,
just returned from a vacation at Lake
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and he still
refuses to say how many fish he may
have caught.

“MarJs” MoORE, payroll clerk-traffic,
also spent a vacation in the mid-West.
She’s real happy to be back though, as
the heat, cold, rain and tornadoes of
Minnesota didn’t appeal to her.

After a hectic round of bidding, Ros-
ert ToLL is now rate quotation clerk in
the F.T.D. and Tom Barpwin is divi-
sion clerk.

A son, Michael Andres Olano, was
born at 12:20 a. m. on May 19 to Mrs.
Elinor Olano, wife of AnNpy F. Orano,
engineering steno-file clerk.
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"Old-Time” professional vaudevillians mixed
showmanship, vitality and nostalgia for their
Gay Nineties Variety Show, held at the War Mem-
orial Auditorium in June. Marvel Frasch (third
from right) is order-steno clerk in the purchasing
department, and vice-president of the organiza-
tion. Hazel Boydston (on Marvel's left) is former
WP employee and cousin of Mrs. Beth Engel, sec-
retary in general manager’s office.

From the auditor of revenues de-
partment we learn that Bentra StsLEY
is spending a vacation in Hawaii. She
Lurlined over and flew back.

MiLprEp BUTTERFIELD is now living
in Petaluma where she and her hus-
band have purchased a home, as her
husband was transferred in his work.
Mildred plans to commute to and from
work every day.

JUNE FLEISHMANN spent her vaca-
tion at Bass Lake, camping, hunting
with a bow and arrow, and fishing.

Horace LoHMEYER purchased a home
in Brentwood, just across the El Ca-
mino Highway from the Brentwood
Bowl. He expects to move in the end
of June,
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Inpriana DENTON spent her vacation
in Washington and Oregon. She was
accompanied by her husband, Ep (for-
merly auditor of revenues), and her
son, Frank.

Joun MitLs moved from Redwood
City to a new home in San Mateo.

SYDNEY SinponNa took a maternity
leave from her duties in the comp-
tometer bureau to await the arrival of

her baby.

All dressed up are Kathleen, Joh and Patricia,
children of Frank and Mary Rauwolf.

MILEPOSTS

What's Ahead for Railroads?

In a recent survey Modern Railroads
magazine asked railroad officers what,
in their opinion, were the greatest ave-
nues for future improvement in the
railroad industry. Responses to the
survey are summarized as follows in
a subsequent issue of that publication:

Continued modernization.

Increased mechanization.

More economical maintenance to
offset rising costs of labor and material.

Increased train speed.

More centralized traffic-controlled
territory.

Modernization of yard facilities.

Expansion of radio communication.

Simplification and mechanization of
paper work.

Elimination of hot boxes.

Educational programs to reduce car
delay.

Handling of highway trailers by rail.

Elimination of many unprofitable
train services.

Training of personnel to insure
proper leadership and adequate crafts-
manship.

To listen to and put into service
good ideas and practices from other
railroads.

Constantly better service for ship-
pers.

Better use of technical knowledge.

Improved design of freight cars.

Continued development of better
locomotives.

Improved time freight schedules.

Expedited movement of cars through
terminals.

Elimination of sub-terminals and
extension of sub-divisions to expedite
freight movement.

Consolidation of facilities at common
points.

Streamlining yard operations to ex-
pedite movement of trains.

Better utilization of manpower.

Improvement in employee motiva-
tion.

Improving customer relations.

Greater use of specialized freight
equipment to hold or regain traffic.

Simplification of communications,
involving reports, statements, etc.

;j;boosing cee

ErizaBerH WoOSLEY spent her vaca-
tion visiting relatives in Kentucky.

Davip Orsen and Liypia GoMEZ were
married on May 25 at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral in San Francisco.

WerLton LeE has returned to work
after having served four years in the
U. S. Navy. An accomplished musician,
he was able to carry on his studies of
the violin while in the Navy.

Rosert K. HErON reported to the en-
gineering department June 11 for as-
signment as engineer aide during sum-~
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mer vacation from studies at San Jose
State College. He likes golf and swim-
ming and, of course, the gals.

VERNE WILDE, secretary-clerk in
general manager’s office, added one
more son to his increasing family.
Kevin R. arrived on June 7 to join his
mother, Norma, brother Robyn, 6, and
sister Debra Jean, 2.

A first child arrived at the home of
Don Nasy, junior engineer, and his
wife, Julia, on June 7.

Wirrtam A. ReEp, Jr., was welcomed
as new draftsman in the engineering
department in June.
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A “Home away from home”
at Wendover

By Esther Witt

A “home away from home” is a wel-
come spot for any railroader. For some,
a place to spend a few minutes; for
others, a place to spend a few hours
while waiting a call. Whether on the
road just a few hours, or after having
spent a longer time on a local or a
work train, a place to rest, relax, chat
and “coffee-up” is as important to a
railroad man as his watch.

Such a “home” is the Wendover
depot, and the first place everyone
hurries for is the “beanery”—the “hash
house” or the “snack bar”’—depending
on the individual’s lingo.

Times have changed the Wendover
“beanery” from a large dining room
seating 29 persons to a counter seating
ten. From a kitchen once complete
with refrigeration, steam table, gas
stoves, and mechanical dishwasher, all
cooking is now done on an electric
grill. No longer are there large urns of
coffee but an aluminum coffee maker
heated by electric hot plates. Once
presided over by a chef, cook and dish-
washer, the waitress on duty now is
her own cook, waitress, cashier and
dishwasher. Dishwashing is done by
hand during slack periods. Some days,
when slack periods are few, there is at
least one off-duty waitress around to
pitch in and help in order to keep the
men fed and the trains rolling.

But, also gone are the busy days of
World War II when many more trains
rolled in and out of Wendover. Many
railroaders who once worked in the
roundhouse, now gone, and other fa-
cilities not now required, are working
at other locations.
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Porter Emil Stadem; Waifresses Jean Larsen, Essie
Garfiels, Marguerite Shea, Irene Charles; Hotel
Manager Walter Parks. Porter Gus Adamson was
absent when the picture was taken.

Today the waitress on duty makes
every minute of a day count, yet she
still finds time for a kind word and a
pleasant smile. She often counsels a
new yard clerk in calling men to work
—very much appreciated for in Wend-
over, so many WP railroaders have
the same last name.

A porter and a maid keep the beds
made and rooms cared for during all
hours of the day and night. They also
carry in supplies under the genial
supervision of the hotel manager.

To each of these wonderful people
I have been asked by those who work
in and out of Wendover to express for
them their most sincere and heartfelt
thanks for all they do to make the
“home away from home” enjoyable.

MILEPOSTS

Fresno Golfer Wins Gross-Net

Bob Runge, general agent, poured
on the Fresno heat and stroked his way
around Castlewood Golf Club’s lower
course at Pleasanton on June 9 to re-
turn home winner of both low gross
and low net. While his 87 was no course
record, it was good enough to nose out
another Fresnan, his own chief clerk,
Dean Dorsey, and Dick Hocker, Oak-
land traffic man, who tied for second
with 90. Last year’s winner, Larry
Shaughnessy, accounting, could do no
better than 94 but it was good enough
for third.

The only hot stick of the day was
wielded by guest Dick Graham (Mil-
waukee Railroad) who sizzled in with
a nice 74. Jack Harris (Western Mili-
tary Bureau) took second guest honors
with an 87.

Using the Calloway system of hand-
icapping, Runge picked up 15 strokes
for his 72 low net. Stan Dinkel, Jr.,
industrial department, finished with a
93-20-73 to tie for second low net with
Sid Henricksen, chief clerk, engineer-
ing. For his sccond time on a golf
course, Sid’s 131 wasn’t bad and he

picked up a 58 handicip to get his 73.
By Larson, freight (rine, went around
in 116, and a 42 h: odicip put him in
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a 74 tie with Don Loftus who, with a
little more research, could have bet-
tered his 122-48-74. Guests J. Miller
and H. Andrus netted 72 and 73 respec-
tively for first and second guest honors,
grossing 123 and 91.

Best “hole-in-one” shot of the day
was a six-footer by guest Ralph Bullis
(Hoover Company) who split the pin
from the fourteenth tee. Dean Dorsey,
with a 12-footer, and Ed O’Neil, ac-
counting, with a shot 12 feet four
inches from the cup, took second and
third.

Robert Joy, fireman at Stockton,
won a new Bag-Boy caddy cart.

“Aw, they won’t miss it. V'l return it first thing
in the morning.”
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Northwestern Pacific discontinued overnight passenger trains between San Rafael
and Eureka and inaugurated tri-weekly daytime service June 2.

Black Hills Central Railroad begins passenger service July 4 over five-mile, three-
foot gauge frontier railroad near Mount Rushmore National Monument.

Loss and damage to railroad freight in 1955 was 4.7 per cent lower than in 1954.

B&O using rail-highway jeep with scintillating counter to locate possible radioac-
tive ores along its right-of-way.

L&N and Southern join Rail Travel Credit Agency.
Grand Trunk Western to build new $4.3 million classification yard at Battle Creek,
Michigan.

Travel by rail during 1955 was 14 times less hazardous than by regularly scheduled
domestic air lines, according to ICC's Transport and Economics and Statistics.

Great Northern testing new coloring and lettering scheme for its box car fleet.

New York Central's "Xplorer" began reqular Cleveland-Cincinnati service June 3.



