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Eleanor Parker, Warner Brothers' Star, christens the California Zephyr
! as California's Lt. Governor Goodwin J. Knight assists and Western
'i -  Pacific's president Harry A. Mitchell stands by.




Walton Harris’ Honorable Mention Essay . - .
Why I Like to Work for the Western Pacific Railroad

* Well, I am not wholly averse to
work, and this is as good a place as
there is to do it. Up to now, I have
been hired and fired, broke and been
broke on seventeen railroads, good and
bad, foreign and domestic. In conserva-
tive circles, this may be
regarded as almost anti-
social — like, say, having
a plurality of wives; and
my only point in making
this damaging admission
is that I am not so easy
to please or to be pleased.

If I have been serious-
ly wronged on any of the
other sixteen, I do not
now remember it, but the
kindness and considera-
tion of the Western Pa-
cific are unigue and out-
standing. Other compan-
ies have treated me as
well as I deserved; per-
haps that is why I didn’t stay. In the
good old days, officials have said to
me more than once: “Young man (they
wouldn't say that now), the company
keeps no record of your good deeds—
only the bad ones.” Even if that could
happen here, it never does.

With this sort of background I real-
ly ought to enjoy griping about my
job, but here the attitude of discon-
tent seems to take more imagination
and strength of will.

Like it or not, whether one be ex-
pendable or indispensable, pep will
pass, and wits may thicken. Even ours,
such as they are. When that time
comes, it is the way of this railroad
to recognize humanely our limitations.
We can still serve in our fashion. This
is the place! We need fear only the
charming and undemocratic evil of be-
ing spoiled.

WALTON H.

Putting it a little strong? Perhaps,
but if I didn’t feel that way I wouldn't
be here.

But let’s skip the sentiment of being
a loyal barnacle on a good stout ship.
The Western Pacific is the youngest
of the transcontinentals.
It has had its share of
tough breaks and bleak
financial days, like the
incomparable Santa Fe
and Union Pacific; the
gold-plated Norfolk &
Western, but that is all
over now, and we are
making modest advances
toward prosperity. Mean-
while, it's quite enjoy-
able to think that I'm
playing a small part in a
worthy and effective en-
terprise.

So much for sentiment
and business., Now, I ask
vou, where is another 1000-mile line
80 rich in color, romance, scenery in
infinite and panoramic wvariety? I
don't know, having ridden many roads,
and this one end to end and over and
over. Marvels row on row—Great Salt
Lake; the Salt Flats at Wendover, a
crystal speedway; The Humboldt Val-
ley and Palisades; Smoke Creeck and
Black Rock Desgerts; The Chilcoot Pass,
gateway to California; Feather River
Canyon; the High Line; Williams Loop;
San Joaquin Valley, garden of the
world; Altamont Pass; Niles Canyon;
the city by the Golden Gate.

A’ that and a’ that, such is the West-
ern Pacific. Mile for mile, in all the
Americas, where is another railroad
like it? :

Why didn't I come here sooner?

HARRIS

Walton Henry Harris was born in Bedford County, Pa., on January 27, 1895, and entered
W estern Pacific service on October 11, 1946, He is a yard clevk at Stockton.

Telephones on the Tobin Weork Trains

by Grant 5. Allen

* Rip rap protection for the Western Pacific right of way at the Pacific Gas and
Electriec Rock Creek reservoir extends from a point just west of tunnel 17 to the
west portal of tunnel 22, Because the work trains are hauling twenty cars of rip
rap in addition to the spreader and caboose, the engine is often in tunnels and
around curves so that it is impossible to pass hand signals.

In order to overcome this difficulty, two army field telephones are being used.
One of these telephones is on the locomotive and being used by the fireman and
the other at a location on the ground where the conductor or brakeman can see
operations and give the fireman wverbal instructions via telephone as to what
moves to make.

All of the air dump cars have had hooks welded to the side doors so that when
the engine backs away from the trainman during dumping operations, the con-
necting wire is unrolled from a reel and hung on these hooks to keep it from
dragging on the ground and being run over by the wheels of the train.

When dumping is completed the train is shoved back to plow down the rip rap
with the spreader and while being shoved back the wire is taken off of the hooks
and again rolled up on the reel for the next use.

These telephones were first put into use on February 15th. Perhaps it can be
said that the Tobin work trains have the jump on the California Zephyrs when it
comes to the use of an inter-communication system on the train!
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California Zephyrs Roll!...

% The week beginning March 13th might well have been
called California’s Zephyr Week, The dream of all Western
Pacific people had become reality, for the sleek silver trains
had been delivered, ushering in a week of thrilling pre-inaug-
ural promotion activities.

During the week, an enthusiastic public totalling many
thousands took advantage of the opportunity offered to pass
through and inspect this magnificent train, which was ex-
hibited at Salt Lake City, Elko, Winnemucca, Portola, Oro-
ville, Marysville, Sacramento, Stockton, San Jose, Oakland
and San Francisco.

The week was climaxed when feminine beauty and glamor
met the new look in railroading. Lovely Eleanor Parker,
Warner Brothers' star, christened our California Zephyr at
the Ferry Building in San Francisco on Saturday afternoon,
March 19. The christening program was opened by Evelyn
Corvello singing The Star Spangled Banner; the Most
Reverend John J. Mitty, Archbishop
of San Francisco, followed with the
Invocation; and Leland Cutler offered
an inspiring address of welcome. Mas-
ter of Ceremonies Tol Avery intro-
duced the distinguished guests, follow-
ing which President Harry A. Mitchell,
of the Western Pacific Railroad, pre-
sented the train and the Honorable
Goodwin J. Knight, Lieutenant Gover-
nor, accepted it in behalf of the people
of California. The program ended with
the singing of “I Love You California,”
again featuring the beautiful voice of
Evelyn Corvello.

At the Ferry Building on Sunday,
March 20, passengers boarded the 9
a.m. ferry for the inaugural run of the
California Zephyr leaving Oakland Pier
at 9:30 a.m. Corsages of three gorgeous
Hawaiian orchids made up in the Cali-
fornia Zephyr's colors of orange and
silver, which were flown over from Hilo
and presented to each feminine traveler
on this first passenger list. Music was
furnished for the occasion by the WP
employes’ band.

In spite of Western Pacific manage-
ment's preoccupation with displaying
the Zephyr to an eager public, WP employes were also given
an opportunity to see and inspect the train and, where pos-
sible to do so, special arangements were made providing
short trips which enabled any employe, if he so desired, to
actually ride the train. WP employes are grateful for the
consideration shown them by the management and their
feelings can best be expressed by what one employe re-
marked to the writer . . . “It was nice of the officials to
let us in on the Zephyr. It makes us feel more like we're a
part of the Western Pacific and besides we will know what
we're talking about when we tell our friends about it.”

The California Zephyr, operates daily on a fast schedule
between San Francisco and Chicago over the Western Pacific,
the Denver & Rio Grande Western, and the Burlington rail-
roads. Il consists of ten passenger cars. . . .

1 46-seat Vista-Dome Chair Coach (forward
portion exclusively for women and chil-
dren).

2 46-seat Vista-Dome Chair Coaches.
1 Vista-Dome Buffet-Lounge (lounge for all

passengers; Dome for sleeping car passen-
gers).

1 48-seat Diner, including 4 semi-private din-
ing nooks.
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1 16-section Standard Sleeper.

3 10-Roomette, 6-Double Bedroom Sleepers
(one providing through service to New
York City).

1 Vista-Dome, Observation-Lounge, containing
3 double Bedrooms, 1 Drawing Room, and
Cocktail Lounge.

Five cars in each train have Vista-Domes seating 24 people
on the upper deck for viewing scenic attractions. These seats
are for free use of passengers, Vista-Domes are fully air-con-
ditioned, as is the entire train, and equipped with heat resis-
tant heavy safety glass permitting an unobstructed view in
ali directions and with a radio outlet in each Vista-Dome. All
cars are individually decorated, carpeted throughout, equipped
with venetian blinds. Famous American artlists have painted
the murals in the lounge cars.

Scene on San Francisco's Embarcadero during California Zephyr Christening
Ceremonies.

The cars in this train were constructed by the Budd Com-
pany and the train is Diesel-powered, locomotives built by
Electro-Motive Division of General Motors Corporation.

The six trains necessary to provide daily service represent
an investment by the three railroads of well over twelve
million dollars.

In addition to the luxury of the train itself, the new sched-
ule provides for daylight riding through both the Feather
River Canyon and the Colorado Rockies on the Moffatt Tun-
nel route, magnificent scenery where the unobstructed views
from the Vista-Domes can be enjoyed to the fullest.

A Zephyrette, one of the uniformed train hostesses who
have just completed Chicago courses in railroading, baby-
sitting and general charm, are in attendance to explain the
features of the new streamlined train. Among these are the
cxceptionally smooth and quiet riding due to heavy insulation
and dise brakes, water softeners and circulatling ice water,
individually controlled radio reception in each bedroom and
roomette, wire recorders providing music and entertainment
when radio reception is not favorable.

What we considered the top comment about our new ftrain
was overheard by Lee Brown, head clerk of our overcharge
bureau, to-wit: “This is the only train I’ve ever been on that
I hated to get off.” A close second was the question from a

pleased San Francisco visitor .. .“Where's the swimming
pool?” —L.A.B.
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