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COIT TOWER AND TELEGRAPH HILL, SAN FRANCISCO

Coit Tower on Telegraph Hill overlooking the harbor of San Francisco. The hill was named
in the Gold Rush days when a semaphore on its crest was used to signal to the town below the
approach of vessels through the Golden Gate. When the arms were straight out the people
knew that a steamer was coming with East Coast mail. This always created a virtual holiday.
Many writers, musicians and artists live on the hill. Their homes range from modest cottages
to swank apartment houses. Surrounding the hill is the Latin quarter, where live ltalian, French,
Basque, and Spanish-speaking peoples. Alcatraz Island, a Federal Prison, is seen to the left.

—Photo courtesy John J. Cuddy, Managing Director, Californians, Inc.
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Druzilla Inez Keibler’s Honorable Mention Essay . . .
Why I Like to Work for the Western Pacifie Railroad

* I like to work for the Western Paci-
fic Railroad Company for the following
Teasons:

1. Many of the officers have come
“up from the ranks,” with the result
that they are familiar, in the minutest
detail, with the duties of
the employe and are
therefore appreciative of
the efforts and responsi-
bilities of the employe,
and as a result do not ex-
pect the impossible. In
addition, they are care-
fully selected for their
business ability, reliabil-
ity, tolerance, farsighted-
ness, courtesy and per-
sonality, which makes
them practical psycholo-
gists in dealing with per-
sonnel.

2. Each employe has
his own individual assign-
ment, which eliminates
his having to carry the
load and responsibility of his fellow-
worker. This creates pleasant employe
relationships.

3. There is a bright future ahead for
the ambitious employe who has many
opportunities to find his way into the
position to which he may aspire and
for which he can qualify.

4. The system that permits vacation

DRUZILLA 1.

with pay compares favorably with in-
dustry elsewhere, and in many in-
stances is far superior in that it re-
quires a minimum number of days of
vearly employment to become eligible
for such wvacation.

5. Leave without pay is
graciously granted in or-
der to accommodate the
employe in cases where
at all practicable.

6. Free and reduced-
rate transportation over
the Western Pacific Rail-
road, related and foreign
systems makes travel not
only possible but a pleas-
ure.

7. Salary commensu-
rate with ability, and
highly comparable to sal-
aries elsewhere,

8. Medical and hospital
services provided at nom-
inal cost, which extends
to include the employe
on leave or “cut off” for a period of
ninety days.

9. Unemployment insurance provid-
ed at no cost to the employe.

10. Hetirement system which per-
mits an employe to enjoy his work
while looking forward to spending his
old age comfortably, enjoying the bene-
fits provided in part by the company.

KEIBLER

Druzilla Keibler was born at Shoala, West Virginia, several years ago (!) and entered
Western Pacific service in November, 1945. Prerently rhe is trainmasier's clerk at Stockton

Yard.
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Western Pacific Railroad . . .
Helmick, John C.
Pinkiert, Beatrice Maude
London, Tom Pratt

Riprap At Tobin Pic

Carman
Invoice Clerk

Conductor

Oroville
San Francisco

Portola

by Grant S. Allen

* The riprapping operation now under way at Tobin Pit is part of the Pacific
Gas & Electric hydro-electric development of the Feather River Canyon. In order
to protect the Western Pacific right of way, where the waters will be backed into
our fills just west of Merlin and east of Camp Rodgers, the Morrison-Knudsen
Company opened a new rock pit at Tobin. They load riprap from this pit into
trains of air dumps, and these trains, handled by Western Pacific crews, are
dumped at the areas which need protection.

Operations began October 1, 1948, with one work train and seventeen cars
loaded, hauled and dumped the first day. A second train was added October 20th
and, as the contractor has developed the pit, production has risen well above an
average of {ifty cars per day, and has at one time risen to 99 cars loaded, hauled

and dumped in one shift.

It is anticipated that when blasting operations produce sufficient riprap to
justify it, there will be an evening shift of two more work trains added to boost

production even higher.

There will be about 6,000 cars of riprap required at each of the two dams. As
of January 9th, a total of 4,884 cars had been dumped in the vicinity of Merlin, or
a total of 146,520 yvards (average 30 vards per car). h
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So They Tell Me

by Bill MeGrath

% I've had several suggestions for im-
proving my column. Some were un-
printable and others said go back to
the Navy! Professional jalousie . . .

Married men . . . If you don’t know
how it happened, read Leland Stowe's
“Advice to the Male Animal” in Es-
quire, February, 1949. Single Men . . .
forewarned is forearmed. What are
you waiting for? You too, Fred
Sweeney . . .

Memories .. . Clarence Brown, retir-
ed on January 3rd, 1948, dropped
around Christmas Eve with that spe-
cialty of his, holiday cake and sauce.
The “Gen” keeps rolling along and we

- really look forward to his occasional
visits. Santa left a scarf and a couple
of sharp ties for Clarence at 1300 BB
and all of us enjoyed the session. John
Riegel and Clarence squared off, but
after a swing apiece they sat down to
get their second wind. I can't under-
stand how John professes poor health
each winter and then can go out each
spring through the fall and hit that
poor little golf ball a mere 300 yards
down the fairway. Oh, you traveling
men . . .

Understand one of our local stores
swapped 37,000 pair of flannel pajamas
for an even number of sport shirts
from various stores in an unmentioned
state, beginning with the letter “C”
and ending with the letter “a.” Also,
see where the champion refrigerator
salesman for the Territory of Alaska
has been assigned to duty in Califor-
nia. To get away from it all, Califor-
nians, why not try the sunny shores of
Laike Michigan ... and leave your long
underwear home. In 1849 the “Gold
Rush” . .. in 1949, the “Cold Rush.”

Made of the Ozarks . . . Fred Rob-
bins, our Loop TR, the gentleman far-
mer, has a lovely home and a fair bit
of soil cached away in Arkansas await-
ing the day when he retires on his
first million. For the many, many
years Fred has represented the C&EI
and then the WP so well here in Chi-
cago, he always has managed to re-
main close to one of man’s best friends,
the Good Earth. Of course, not always
in a horizontal position, or, who trip-
ped me, eh Freddie . . .

Out West we hear . . . Ken Stoney
tells me “By” Larson is crying in his
beer over his recent football bets. “By,”
George Wenig and Ken Rank are anx-
iously awaiting you (and your money)
this month. Sad to say, yours truly
gave “By” 20 points on the ND-USC
game, but broke even New Year's Day.
We have our crosses, too, in the way
of some midwestern sports writers,
but while the Midwest, through the
Big Nine, is proud to be able to parti-
cipate in your Rose Bowl affair, we
would appreciate about an even break
from your writers, particularly Los
Angeles area—are you listening, Fla-
herty? You have two of the finest
football coaches in the country in Jeff
Cravath and “Pappy” Waldorf and it's
too bad some of your writers can't see
far enough over their noses to give
credit where credit is due. Incident-
ally, you better start digging in now,
because wait ’til you see the Minne-
sota team coming your way next year.
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Northwestern only loses two of its
starting eleven and Michigan will be
no weaker (classic understatement),
but even if the Gophers from up North
don’t finish on top, neither Northwest-
ern nor Michigan are eligible. I hear
this from a crony who heard a Cali-
fornia die-hard approach one of the of-
ficials after the game New Year’'s Day
and ask said official “Where's your
dog?" “Dog?”, replied the official, “I
don’'t have a dog. “Well,” said the
Californian, “You're the first blind
man I've seen who didn't.”

Suggestion Department . . . Chicago
has been pretty fortunate over the
past year and for the coming year, in
lining up some top-flight stage enter-
tainment, namely, the Pulitzer Prize
winner “A Streetcar Named Desire,”
the one and only “Mr. Roberts,” the
revue “Raze the Roof,” which I under-
stand has already played San Fran-
cisco, and the sensational musical
“Tinian’s Rainbow.” If any of you out-
of-towners are going to spend some
time in our city, take this for what it
may be worth. And don't forget the
Railroad Fair will reopen again this
summer on our Lakefront, bigger and
better than last year.

New Addition . . . Merely glasses to
ease eye-strain for Gerry Coffey. Six-
three, 200-1b. Gerry doesn’t need specs
for self-defense, so it must be his eyes,
although very recently, while walking
down Clark Street, he spotted a little
number a good fifty feet away and
commented, “Wow, what pretty blue
eyes she has.”” Maybe, Ginny, the Mrs.
thought glasses would take care of
conditions like that!

Signs of our times . . . An Indian
walked into a restaurant and asked
the waitress to fix him up a sliced
chicken sandwich. When the sandwich
came, the Chief took a bite and then
put the sandwich down, took off the
top slice of bread and looked at the
chicken (sandwich). The waitress
watched him, then came over and
asked, “is there anything wrong?” The
Indian inquired “you slice chicken?”
The wailress replied “Yes.” Where-
upon, the Chief shrugged his shoulders
and said: “You almost miss-um!”

Tidewater News

by Frank Lindee
4 With the new year and President
Rex Kearney spending most of his
time in Sacramento and San Francisco,
Jack Kenady has a chance to test his
shoulders as superintendent with only
one day a week or so to shift the load
to the president.

Bob Thompson, agent, Manteca, took
the first week of January for his vaca-
tion and reported plenty of geese and
ducks. However, even with the high
price of meat they are not his kind of
vittles.

Bill St. Joer, roadmaster, got ties
aplenty for Christmas and has all his
crews busy placing the new wood
along the line.

With water pipes frozen every morn-
ing, George Lyons, agent, Modesto, has
been griping about California’'s usual
unusual weather, s-0-0-0, the claim de-
partment is sending him back east on
a claim case. Yessir, George, nothing

is great or small except by comparison.

The writer had a get-together on 99
Hiway the first working day of the
year and it was truly a Western Pa-
cific party. A Chinese boy was in the
car ahead and a Japanese in the rear
car and your lucky Alfonse was in the
middle.

Art Tibbets, agent, Escalon, reports
a full larder of ducks, as have practic-
ally all the nimrods in this territory.

Joe Lemons, engineer for the TWS,
evidently read how the frost has been
damaging the citrus and promptly
went into hibernation during the cold
spell.

CARL R. NIPPER

Whose appointment as WP general
agent at San Jose, California, was re-
ported in our January issue.

Carl is a director of the Transporta-
tion Club of Santa Clara County and
is associate editor of that club’s pub-
lication, “Transreporier.” He is a
member of F&AM Lodge 210 and of
the Scottish Rite Bodies, both San
Jose. Carl is also active in the Boy
Scout movement. He owns a ranch at
Sunol, California, but makes his home
in San Jose.

On the Sacramento
Northern

% The general office welcomes our new
president and general manager, Rex
Kearney, and Milton Ziehn, secretary.

One day at noon we listened in on
the law department’s Christmas and
New Year's parties at the Western Pa-
cific, San Francisco, which Milton had
recorded.

Merle Taylor, freight office, didn’t
get to go on his honeymoon last year
when they were married, so he and
the missus took their delayed honey-
moon this year.

Qur congratulations to Harold Mul-
ford and Russell Gould on their recent
promotions.

Tony Danos, section foreman, passed
away January 1st from a heart ail-
ment. Tony had been with the SN for
18 wyears.

Maurice Clegg, engineer, is driving
a new 1949 Dodge business coupe.

A certain gentleman informed me
this morning that he might be passing
out cigars in August or September.
Congrats! We'll divulge the happy
couple’s names next issue.

by Ruth Crane
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% While the “March of Dimes” has just been concluded,
insofar as the drive for assistance in helping to combat
and save those unfortunates who have or may -be af-
flicted with infantile paralysis . . . we only hope you
gave as much (or possibly mere) than you could afford.
We mention afford, but money doesn’t contain any per-
sonal value if it can save any one of our loved ones. This year, the drive struck
very close to us, for on New Year’s Day, attended a gathering of friends which
included Shirley and Jimmy Baldwin (brother of Tom Baldwin—Treas. Dept.).
The following Thursday (Jan. 6th) Shirley was stricken with the polio germ, and
on Sunday next (Jan. 9th), Jimmy entered the hospital with the dreaded polio.
In his case, however, the germ was more severe, and on Tuesday his condition
required being placed in an iron lung, but even that failed . . . for Jimmy passed
away later that same evening (while his wife was, and still is, in the hospital).
We only hope it never comes any closer . . . and we extend to Tommy Baldwin our
deepest and most sincere expression of sympathy.

Just noticed a very lovely “engagement” ring appearing upon the proper finger
of “Pat” Woods (Frt. Claim) ... which understand was given and presented to her
as a Christmas present by . .. Don Hana (2nd Mate) Merchant Marine. Wedding
plans are tentatively set for late spring or very early summer. We extend our
congratulations.

Retired employes . . . Ann Shuster (Traffic), Louise Larsen (PBX Operator) and
George Hart (Traffic) all attended and were heartily welcomed to the Traffic
Department Christmas Party held on December 24th. All three appeared in good
spirits and enjoying excellent health.

Am happy to report that Mrs. Ida Knox (wife of Ernest Knox, Stat. Engineer—
Oakland) is slowly bul surely recovering from a severe heart attack, which took
place last January Tth. Her truly wonderful fighting spirit and will to carry on,
has previously been called upon to combat serious sieges of illness and, I know
(being her son) that she'll beat this one, 1oo.

Frank Rauwolf (Frt. Claim) informed me and we hereby welcome to our WP
family group, a new employe as of January 12th to the Freight Claim Dept. . . .
who is small, brunette, and single . . . Audrey MeGraw.

Misfortune repeats . . . but we hope all their ill luck has passed. Mrs. Lovie
DeGraef (wife of Frank DeGraef—Traffic) was in an automobile accident on Dec.
31st, 1947 (New Year's Eve) and the resulting spinal injury required her to wear
a cast and be hospitalized for a considerable length of time. After regaining her
health, everything appeared to be all happiness again, until just a few days before
last Christmas, when Lovie, in erossing the street was struck by an automobile.
The accident again injured her spinal column, and in addition she suffered three
cracked ribs, which has once more placed her in the hospital. We sincerely hope
for an early recovery, at least sufficiently enough to enable her being released
from St. Mary's Hospital.

Being of the “old school” and somewhat slow to acquaint himself with our
modern appliances is . . . Jack Hartnett (Prop. Jack’s Palace Diner), for we
recently learned, he (slyly) used his son’s new electric razor one morning a few
days after Christmas, and thought the razor wasn’t any good because it didn't
seem to be removing any of his beard. However, after a closer inspection, Jack
found the trouble . .. the protective cover cap hadn’t been removed.

Ruth Dorsey (formerly traffic) entered the cherished and coveted state of
“motherhood” last December 21st, when her little daughter . . . “Linda May
Dorsey” arrived weighing 7 lbs. 14 oz. Making a special trip to the Gen. Offices
the same day was, “Papa” Dean Dorsey to pass out the conventional cigars, ete.,
and discuss with pride their new arrival. We are sure tiny Linda couldn’t have
made a better choice for .. . her parents

We have also learned . . . Marceline Carey (Frt. Claim) decided to leave our
WP family on February 5th and naturally, we found out the reason. It seems
that some time during the late summer, Marceline is expecting to take on the addi-
tional task and duties of being a “Mother,” as well as a full time homemaker.

We report (officially) that our most jovial Trf. Representative of John Coupin’s
office, none other than John Carroll moved his humor, wit and par excellence soli-
citation ability to the San Jose office as of Jan, 24th, which should (and undoubt-
edly will) result in greater traffic from and to that area ... via WP routes. Tom
Howard, Trf. Repr. (Omaha) has been assigned the task of filling the vacancy in
our San Francisco staff. We extend to both John and Tom, our very best wishes
for continued success in their new fields.

An almost supernatural occurrence took place last month when Cali Calomiris
{Law Dept.) lost her handbag somewhere between the Gen. Offices and the East
Bay Terminal during the 5 p. m. rush on Thursday evening (Jan. 5th), and what
made the incident more tragic, her purse contained in addition to personal valu-
ables, her entire salary received that day. However, the “thrill of a lifetime” came
to her on Jan. 6th (the next morning), when her purse was returned (intact) by
Bess McCulley (AF&PA) who accidentally found it and suceessfully located the
owner. We naturally are very glad Cali had the luck of having a fellow employe
find her handbag, and more than happy to extend our praise and great apprecia-
tion to Bess for proving that . .. people (especially those of our WP family) are
honest.

Once again that traveler, Boyd Sells (Sec’y.—FTM, Traffic) is on the move, but
this time it's business . . . for no sooner had he returned from spending the
Christmas holidays at Palm Springs, Calif.,, when Maleolm Roper (FTM} advised
him to prepare for departure on Jan. 19th for trips throughout the east, which
will cover Cleveland, Pittsburg, ete., before they both return to Chicago for the
February FTM meeting.

Hy=-Lites

by JACK HYLAND
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East Bay Notes

by Hazel Petersen
* About a year and a half ago, a ro-
mance began between two of our fa-
vorite roundhouse employes, Ellie Le-
Greve and Bob Morris, which will cul-
minate in a wedding ceremony Febru-
ary 5th, after which our bride and
groom will drive to Yosemite for a few
days and then on to parts unknown.
After the honeymoon they will be at
home to friends in their apartment in
Alameda. Ellie is the daughter of the
Frank LeGreves, of Qakland, and Bob
is the son of our master mechanic at
Sacramento, Leo Morris.

Another wedding took place at4 p.m.
New Year’s Day, when Ed Moss, car
foreman, and Jane Aletha Weeden, af-
fectionately known as “Bob,” said
their “I do's” at the home of Ed's
nephew, Captain Devine, followed by
a buffet lunch, then a reception was
given at the home of the newlyweds
by their many friends and neighbors.
The wedding party later went to the
Hotel Claremont, Berkeley, where still
another reception took place, which in-
cluded dancing to the music of Dick
Jurgens and his famous orchestra. Jane
is office manager for G. Bonora Com-
pany, a local produce firm.

Blaine Morrison, store helper, re-
cently bought a new (and I use the
word lightly} 1933 car from one of his
colleagues. Before he got off WP prop-
erty that night, lo and behold the car
blew a fuse, the lights went out, the
clutch broke and it ran out of gas! We
are happy to report it has now been
repaired and runs as good as a 1934
model.

Lou Evans, car inspector, was hap-
pily showing off a choice gift tie to
the "“boys"” the day after Christmas,
while they were eating lunch in the
mill. One of the “boys” playfully
sneaked out his pocketknife and, un-
der the pretext of admiring it, cut the
tie off very neatly just short of poor
Lou's Adam's apple. Lou spent the
rest of the day showing off his new
gift secarf.

Buster Maybury made his debut as
desk yardmaster in Qakland on New
Year's Day. The nice thing about it
was that he was wearing the same hat
the next day. Congrats, Bus.

Bob Dressen, rate clerk at San Jose,
has resigned from the WP to go to
Texas and has been replaced by Ernie
Swanson, of Stockton.

We are glad to see Tom Jensen, elec-
trician, back to work after a bad ses-
sion with the flu.

Cliff Shea, electrician, was the only
man brave enough to go to the ice
harvest in Carlin, Nevada, for three
weeks. Brrrr!

The last two vacationers of the year
were Roland Rickman and Winnie
Hoolan of the car department.
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