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Jasper Herbert Mettler

* J. H. (“Met” or “Jack”) Mettler,
general agent for the WP at Stockton
since March 1, 1920, retired December
31 ending a 39-year WP career,

“Met” was born at Riverside, Pa,
May 4, 1881, and worked for the Lacka-
wanna, Santa Fe, Union Pacific and
Gould System before joining the WP
on December 1, 1909, as the road’'s first
agent at Stockton. On April 19, 1911,
he was appointed TFA covering the
Stockton territory from San Francisco
headquarters. In October, 1917, he was
appointed general agent, Sacramento;
was chief clerk in the general freight
office during the period of Federal con-
trol of World War I; then appointed
general agent at Stockton March 1,
1920—until now the only general agent
the WP has ever had there. So, Met
holds two firsts at Stockton . . . first
local agent and first general agent.

He iz active in Masonic work, is a
member of the Ben Ali Temple, past
president of the San Joaquin County
Shrine Club, past master Stockton
Scottish Rite Bodies and was made a
33rd Degree Mason on January 12
1946.

We join his many friends in wishing
him good health and much happiness
in retirement.

Wendover Wires
by Elsie Hart

* Well, it happened again this year.
Jimmie Collins received a card on his
birthday from an anonymous sender
and cannot possibly guess at the iden-
tity of his private “Miss Hush.” Jim-
mie is no end intrigued. However, the
whole thing almost has him cutting
out paper dolls. All we can say is, we
didn't do it!

Glenn Morton, retired hoghead, and
Mrs. Morton were through on No. 39
not long ago, on their way to Elko.
Glenn has been telling (bragging is
really the word) everyone about the
huge potatoes he grows on his farm
in Idaho. This time he meant to prove
it. He had a handbag full of potatoes
to display. Two—no fooling—and the
handbag was full! Guess that con-
vinced ‘em!

Bernard “Barney” Guzenske, divi-
sion lineman, has a new car, a brand
new shiny Nash. Guess he bought it
so he can race that big bird to Salt
Lake City some day soon.

Lloyd Darnell, storekeeper, is, of all
things, now minus his tonsils. Second
childhood. Here we thought Darnell
was on vacalion and all the time he
was down in San Francisco getting his
tonsils out.

The new boys around the yard office
are Ray Huffman, formerly statistical
clerk, Elko, who bumped on the relief
vard clerk job, and Cecil M. McPher-
son, timekeeper at Winnemucca, who
bumped onto the crew calling joh.

Preston Nuffer, cashier, took his two
little girls to Salt Lake City to see
Santa Claus and it cost him two dol-
lars. They had to have their pictures
taken with the old gent!

Kenny Byrne, freight house clerk,
said he wanted to get his name in the
paper, too, but he has been around
here for twenty-five years and says he
is afraid everybody knows everything
there is to know about him already.
So, I guess we will have to leave him
out.

Mrs. Mert Brown and her daughter,
Betty Lamert, gave a stork shower for
Pat Brown November 30. Pat used to
be Emma Thompson, third trick oper-
ator at Knolls, before her marriage. It
was a very nice party. Everyone came,
even though the wealher that evening
was decidedly unusual for the “Banana
Belt.,” Of course, we don't have
weather at Wendover; we have “cli-
mate!”

East Bay Nodes

. by Hazel Petersen
* San Jose reports that “Matt” Wil-
loughby, demurrage clerk, his wife and
two little daughters have just recently
moved into their new home and “Matt”
very industriously planted the lawn
all by himself.

Truth is indeed stranger than fic-
tion! George Moody, engineer, recently
returned from wvisiting his many
friends and relatives in several east-

Capyright, 1949, by the Western Pacific Club. Original material appearing in this publication may
be reprinted provided proper credit ir given to ""'The Headlight.”

Page 2

e~ January, 1949

ern cities. The importance of the visit
was that on October 22nd George met
and for the first time saw his sister, of
Butler, Pennsylvania, and that day
was the birthday of both!

The rumor is that after December
25th Luis H. Lopez, DC&H crew dis-
patcher, will be very well prepared
for the cold weather???

George H. Heintz, roundhouse fore-
man, San Jose, is really in a dilemma.
He sold his home and now finds that
he has no place to hang his hat, Any-
one interested in selling a home?

"Tis proud we are of Jim Dillon, local
agent, and Leo Delventhal, transporta-
tion inspector, who have been highly
commended by the U. 8. Naval School,
Cargo Handling, NSD, for the time
and effort so freely given in informa-
tive talks on the subject of carloading,
of mutual benefit to both the Nawvy
and our railroad.

The Oakland freight station has lost
Paul VFerrell, industrial clerk, to
Greenville, and Bert Lewis, car desk
clerk, to Oroville. Hope they appre-
ciate them as we did. The freight sta-
tion has gained “Orv” Hatfield, car
desk clerk, and Don Naylor, relief
clerk, though.

Did you recognize the driver of that
new Mercury, the black one? That
was Enos Souza, head millman.

We hope the talent scouts don't spot
our Doris Jepsen, expense clerk, while
she is vacationing in Los Angeles and
vicinity. Could be.

We extend our sympathy to Glenn
McCormick, Oakland yard clerk, whose
mother passed away in Portland, Ore.,
December 8th.

May the New Year be a happy one
for everyone, everywhere.

Random...

by The Editor

% Bert Hazlett, gen'l. agent, Reno, won
the $10 WP Club drawing on Decem-
ber 15. Only club members participate
in this monthly drawing. Norman
Jackson tells us our basketball team
needs recruits badly. We've a good
team in the making—and a good coach.
In our wanderings around GO we see
what appears to be good timber. How
about you young fellows contacting
Norman (treasury dep't)? . . . the
young feller on our Christmas cover
last month is the editor's nephew,
Donald Hibson, photographed in New
York City some ten years ago
Larry Drake, our traffic representative
at Fresno, gained notoriety by sinking
a hole-in-one on the 165-yard 11th hole
at the local Fort Washington Golf
Club, according to the Fresno Bee.
Congrats, Larry.

- The Western Pacific Club



Charles Elsey Retires as President of Western Pacific

% Charles Elsey, whose entire railroad career was spent in
the service of the Western Pacific Railroad, retired as its
president on December 31, 1948. His service began during
construction days in 1907 and ended forty-one years later,
with the railroad in probably the best physical and financial
condition in its 38-year history.

Annie Louise Taylor and Charles Elsey, parents of our
Charles Elsey, were pioneer Forty-Niners, his father coming
across the plains via the southern route and his mother
being born on the high seas enroute around the Horn, arriv-
ing in San Francisco in the Fall of 1849, The clder Elsey
prospected for gold in the Feather River country but, unlike
most of the Fortyv-Niners, he foresaw the transient nature of
such a livelihood and invested his gold in the future of Cali-
fornia. In 1858 or '59, he purchased 2,375 acres in Colusa
County, devoted to farming and cattle-raising, a ranch even
now in existence and still owned by the Elsey family.

Mr. Elsey was born at Oakland, California, September 19,
1880, and his first employment was in 1895 as a messenger
for Haggin & Tevis, whose operations extended from Alaska
to Mexico and whose interests included gold, silver and cop-
per mines (Anaconda, Homestake, and the Ontario Silver

Presideney

will retire.

We have previously covered (June, 1946 and

Mining Company, Park City, Utah); cattle-raising (largest in
the West); and the Rancho Del Paso, comprising 44,000 acres
devoted to the breeding of thoroughbred horses, the year-
lings being auctioned off each year in Madison Sguare Gar-
den. Eventually, Mr. Elsey became purchasing agent for this
vast network of enterprises. We're told that one of his duties
as messenger involved carrying gold bars from the Haggin &
Tevis office, probably via horse-car, to the mint for conver-
sion into gold coin, and later picking up the bag of coins,
returning via the same route!

e hecame associated with the Western Pacific as assistant
treasurer in 1907; was elected treasurer in the following
year; promoted to vice president-finance in 1921; to executive
vice president in 1929; and to president in 1932. During his
tenure of office, the Western Pacific progressed from virtual
obscurity to national prominence.

We are happy Lo report to his many friends that Mr. Elsey
will remain in San Francisco to look after the ranch proper-
ties and his other private interests. A fine gentleman, an agree-
able listener and a friendly counselor leaves the Western Pa-
cific scene. We join in wishing him good health and happi-
ness in the years that lie ahead.

Harry A. Mitchell Sueceeds (0o Western Pacifie

# Harry A. Mitchell, WP vice president and general manager since July 1, 1946,
was elected president January 1 to serve in that capacity until June 30, when he

June, 1947 issucs) Mr. Mitchell’s long and dis-
tinguished railroad career and his active inter-
est in civie affairs. Only recently he accepted
the chairmanship of San Francisco's 1949
March of Dimes campaign.

His railroad service began in 1907 as auditor
of the Central California Traction. Two years
later, he was general manager of that road.
In 1913, he became general manager of the
Sacramento Northern and its president in
1929, He succeeded the late Col. Mason as vice
president and general manager of the WP in
1946.

Mr. Mitchell is presently serving his second
term as president of the California State
Chamber of Commerce, of which he has been
a member for twenty years. He is a past presi-
dent of San Francisco Rotary; pasl distriet
governor and a past chairman of the [inance
committee of Rotary International. He is also
a former president of the California Transit
Association and past president of the Pacilic
Railway Club.

ITe is a native San Franciscan, born June 20, 1883.

Harry Carl Munson, now vice presi-
dent and general manager of the West-

ern Pacific. He succeeds Mr. Mitchell
and came to us as ass’t. vice president-
operations on November 1, as reported
in the November, 1948, issue of The
Headlight.

Rex Themas Kearney Elecied SN President

* Rex T. Kearney was elected president and gen-
eral manager of the Sacramenio Northern effective

Frank Reardon Woolford

% Frank R. Woolford, ass't. sup't. for
the Missouri Pacific at Nevada, Mis-
souri, was appointed WP engineer of
maintenance of way and structures on
January 1.

Born at Little Rock, Ark., August
14, 1901, Woolford was graduated from
Georgia Tech. in 1924 and shortly after
began his MP service as rodman, sub-
sequently working as instrument man,
engineering accountant, assistant engi-
neer, track supervisor, roadmaster, di-
vision engineer and ass't. sup't. He
served in World War 11 as a Lieuten-
ant Colonel.
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January 1. He will also continue as president and
general manager of the Tidewater Southern, the
post he has held since July, 19486.

We reported the popular Rex's career in the July,
1946, issue of The Headlight. He was born at Stock-
ton 48 vears ago, began his railroad career with the
SP and has been with the Tidewater Southern since
1919, serving as clerk, chief clerk, trainmaster, su-
perintendent and president and general manager.
He has always been active in ecivic affairs.

Our best to Rex for a most successful tenure of
office and all good wishes for the future.
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