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God rest you, merry Innocents, while innocence endures.
A sweeter Christmar than we to ours may you begueath to yours.

—Ogden Nash

Rand @M.c. Views and Heviews by The Editor
* The 1948 Tuberculosis Christmas Seal was designed by Barry Bart, whose small
nephew provided the inspiration by quietly slipping out of bed and tip-toeing
downstairs to sit before the fireplace, there to await a visit from St. Nicholas.
The Seal, produced elsewhere in these columns, is a gentle reminder to help
“Protect Your Home” by participating in the 42nd annual Christmas Seal sale of
the National Tuberculosis Association.

On October 25, the Chicago & North Western Railway buried a 2-ton concrete
time capsule, preserving for 100 years the story of the first century of midwestern
railroad transportation, at the site of the first station in Chicago from which the
tiny “Pioneer” made its first run out of Chicago. To compare changes in railroad
operation during the next hundred years, the capsule will be opened October 25,
2048. Here our interesl ceases, except to wonder whether there’ll be anything
with which to make a comparison in the next '48!

Hearty congratulations to the San Francisco employes of Western Pacific who
contributed to the 1949 Community Chest Fund. Contrary to the general trend,
their total subscription, with fewer contributors, exceeded the '48 campaign fig-
ures, Those who contributed are entitled to a warm inner feeling of satisfaction.
The Community Chest agencies do a vital local job and deserve our support.

Last month we were saddened by the sudden passing of Ada Vera Fallon, a
fellow-employe in our own department. Vera, a native of Butte, Montana, was
only 46. She joined our organization in June, 1945, as a junior clerk and later
served as a tariff compiler. Quiet and unassuming in life, so Vera passed into
the Great Unknown.

The Railrcad Tour's Show Train offers “Girl Crazy” on December 6 and
“Sally” on the 13th, on the ABC network at 8 p. m. Fine casts will do the singing.
Don’t miss YOUR program.

In conjunction with the staff and editors of the American Education Press, the
natlion's railroads have just issued a new booklet titled “The Railroad Story”
(science, research and railroad progress). It's designed for teachers' use in science
classes, social studies, geography, history, economics and commercial subjects at
the junior high school level. Copies, along with a teacher’s manual, are available
upon request.

The Pacific Railway Club held its 373rd meeting in Sacramento on Armistice
Day. Subject was “Railroad Communication Systems” and three Southern Pacific
speakers, led by Sup’t. of Telegraph Flanagan, offered interesting papers. Grant
S. (Red) Allem, our ass’t. trainmaster at Tobin, also spoke on “Rules and Regu-
lations of the Transportation Department.” The audience of more than seventy
included many SN and WP representatives, among them being “Wesley” Rich-
ards, John Stermer, “Bill” O'Neill, Ed. Gleason, Leo Morris, Harold Mulford,
George Laumer, Clarence Moser, Frank Pritchard, Fred Justis, Russell Gould, a
former WPer Owen Stanley, now with the PUC, and the editor. Wish we could
reproduce some of Grant Allen’s remarks, but space is really at a premium this
month.

Personals which ordinarily might get more prominent notices . . . Lillins Hall,
out of Waterbury, Conn., with our freight traffic department the past two vears,
winding up as secretary to AFTM, ended her service October 31, to take charge
at home! Charles Miller took over as ass't. roadmaster, Sacramento, on October
26. Joe (J. C.) Marchand, purchasing agent; and Arthur Thatcher, chief special
agent, are recovering nicely after sessions at St. Joseph’s. At this writing, Jack
Wade just began there. Hope when this meets the eye he'll be well on the mend.
Clarence (J. C.) Hoover was a San Francisco visitor on November 16. Angelo Don
Prato succeeded “Bill” Moody as agent at Stockfon. John Robert Rossi came from
Sacramento to be secretary to Ass't. Vice President Munson. Assoc. Editor Jack
Hyland won the $10 entry fee, donated by Henry Golobic to the WP Bowling
League, for the Richmond (Calif.) “Automobile” Classic at Uptown Bowl. Hope
Jack averages 190 and cops the sedan! Roger Druehl, formerly of our freight
traffic department, is now secretary-treasurer of Markel Street Van & Storage,
Ine.,, San Francisco. Good! Did you know there were eleven fellers running for
President last month? Wanna bet?
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May you crowd every moment with happiness and content-

meent .o

. That is the Christmas and New Year wish for all

our readers from The Headlight Editorial Staff . . .
Jack Hyland, Frank Rauwolf and Walter Mittelberg

% Again the Holiday Season is upon us and I am happy to be
able to once more speak to my fellow employes through the
medium of “The Headlight.”

At the close of this year I shall retire from the service of
our Company after many years of pleasant association, so
I am particularly glad to be able here to express my deep
appreciation of the friendly and loyal cooperation you have
extended to me during my tenure. In a great measure, the
success of the Company is attributable to this cooperation
and help.

I therefore take this opportunity of wishing you and yours
a Very Merry Christmas
and with a sincere wish
that in the years to come
vou will be happy and
prosperous.

“It was always said of him,
he knew how to keep Christmas well.”

% and so let us all join the gay spirit of the Holiday Season.

Once again our homes are full of activity in preparation
of the full enjoyment of Christmas and the greeting of
the New Year. It is a time when our minds are full of
thoughts of surprises for the children—of “what” to give the
grownups. It is a time when we are preparing to celebrate
the joyfulness of the occasion with our friends and neigh-
bors.

My best wishes for your Merry Christmas and your Happy
New Year, vour long life and your true prosperity.
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* As a comparative stranger in your midst I have already
concluded that my stay here will be pleasant. All those whom
I have met seem to possess that disposition. I therefore feel
that I can join others in extending to Western Pacific em-
ployes my very best wishes for an even more pleasant holi-
day season. May the year 1949 be safe, happy and prosperous.
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#* As the year 1948 draws to a close, I take pleasure in
extending to everyone of you and your families my sincere
wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Pros-
perous New Year.

Also, T would like to thank all those whose hard work and
faithful and conscientious attention to duty has resulted in
1948 being one of the most successful years in the history
of our railroad. Particularly noteworthy of commendation
is the remarkable improvement in our safety record with its
accompanying reduction in personal injuries and fatalities
compared with previous years.

I am confident that the year 1949 will be productive of a
still greater improvement in our safety performance with a
consequent further reduction in painful injuries and possible

fatalities,
Fr3sthi—a.

% As the Holiday Season draws nearer, we can all look back
over the year 1948 with a great feeling of gratitude for its
many benefits and forget some of the anxious moments spent
over the problems of the year. I am sure we can count the
blessings in greater number than the disappointments, and
be thankful.

All of the Western Pacific family has contributed much,
collectively and individually, toward making this the good
year that it has been for our Company, and the fine spirit
and friendly helpfulness displayed by all gives assurance
that 1949 will fulfill its expectations.

I wish each and every one of you, and the members of your
tamilies, a Very Merry Christmas and an abundance of good

health and prosperity

throughout the New Year.
* As the Holiday Season approaches, we welcome the oppor-
tunity to extend greetings to our friends and I am grateful
to “The Headlight” for granting this to me.

To all the members of the Western Pacific and associated
lines, our wish is “that you and yours” may enjoy Health

and Happiness in the
/-'——\

year ahead, and that

you will find the

peace and joy that

comes with doing our

daily job to the best

of our ability.

* To all Western Pacific Club members on and off-line, a
very Merry Christmas and best wishes for a happy New
Year. And to all employes of the Western Pacific and affil-
iated railroads, the season's greetings from the Western
Pacific Club's members and officers.
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