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Peace is the respect for the vights of others.
Benito Juarez,

Random... Views and Reviews by The Editor
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* Respect for the rights of others! It is authoritatively stated that World War IT

cost 78,000,000 human lives. War rears its monstrous head when the rights of Walter Mittelberg . . . . . . . Editor
others are ignored. Only a few years ago, one nation bore the brunt of the fright- Jack Hyland . . . . . Associate Editor
ful struggle to eliminate Hitlerism. Another nation provided the means to wage Frank Rauwelf . . . . Associate Editor
that successful action. Now the people of these two nations are being educated Bill Stout . . . . . Business Maonager
to dislike each other and are being led to the brink of war ... World War III— *
the Atomic Folly (or let's give the world back to the tadpoles). We refuse to Puklished Monthly by
believe that either Russians or Americans want war (ignoring the swash- The WESTERN PACIFIC CLUB
bucklers in each case). Cooler heads can and must prevail. What hetter prayer Atsociation of Employes of
for our Day of Thanksgiving? The Wertern Pacific K. R. Co.
France's Train of Gratitude . . . From Tom Brown we learn that a French war Tidewater Sonthern Ry. Co.
veteran sponsored ‘Train of Gratitude’ is probably now rolling through France. Sacramento Northern Ry.
Forty-nine cars- one for each state of the Union and the District of Columbia Western Pacific Building
will stop at the principal French cities and villages collecting items such as white San Francisco 5, California
lace head dresses from Brittany and Normandy, clay figures from Provence, pelota Member Hnrericant ot Misotive Baitars"
souvenirs from the Basque country, plus innumerable other art objecis and handi- Association.
work for which the French are famous. This is France’s way of saying thank you Member Northern California Industrial
for the ‘Friendship Train.’ Editors’ Association.
Thomas Higginbotham was the porter in ear CZ-15 (Silver Palisade . . . one Printen in UL 8. A,

of the new California Zephyr sleepers) on No. 39 arriving Oakland Pier the a. m.
of October 26. Now, Thomas probably won't receive an award from the Federatlion
for Railway Progress for an oulstanding act of courtesy or service, so we'll award
him an imaginative medal for efficient and courteous service far beyond that
we've experienced for many years, if ever.

Having missed the entire Portola Festival we don’t know this first-hand, but
there's a strong rumor abroad that a Western Pacific Railroad float captured first
prize in the colorful Portola Parade!

With several high-ranking officials of Western Pacific ahoard from Denver, a
westbound trial run of our new California Zephyr train was made late last month.

We had to go to press before the run was completed, but we'll bet it was success- WESTERN PACIFIC CLUB
ful, if only in experience gained via such a test.
Gradually we're meeting all members of the Walter Parks (dining car steward) OFFICERS
family. We still have the V. I. P. to go. Met Barbara (Mrs. Parks) at Wendover Edith Kelley . . . . . . President

recently, where Walter was relieving Restaurant Manager Elbert E. Pittman, who
was enjoying a vacation. While on the subject, a bow to WP Steward George

Vernon Geddes . |, 1st Vice President
Eugene Macomber 2nd Vice President

Normoyle and Rio Grande S‘tewm'd L!?fhl"l{'l.l‘l] Bernstein for g(rnu'm-? efforts to help William Royal . . . . . Treasurer
our pusscinger cus.tomers enjoy th_eir VISIT_S.(‘]’!I‘OUte thp WP :m‘d Rio Grande. Rita Connolly . . . . . . Secretary

The railway editors of tl_ue nation met in convention al Pinehurst, N. C., last Edith Loeffler Rasistant Seeretiry
month. On the last night, in an after-dinner address, 0. Arthur Kirkman, execu-
tive vice president of the High Point, Thomasville & Denton Railroad, delivered DIRECTORS
what we considered a magnificent dissertation with a real message. He discussed Spencer Lewis . . . Transportation
the political mediocrity generally obtaining in our nation from the top national James Mills . . . . . . Accounting
level to the lowest local level; he suggested (and how sadly true) that the likes Frank Murphy . . . . . . Traffic
of Winchell and Pearson (we marvel at our ability to write those names without William Paden . . . Freight Claims
being ill) probably do most of the thinking for the majority of the American George Vedder . . . . Accounting
people. Answering the obvious gquestion “What can I do about it?” (“it” being George Welch . . . . . Accounting
local, national and world problems), Kirkman urged that first we set ourselves
straight; that WC. practice dernot_.-rfm_v in every p!mse of nur‘daily lives . . . in our STAFF REPORTERS
homes, at work, in all our activities and, most important, in our hearts; and he Mities Libbar. | ot s e )
importuned us to do our own thinking. That last is old siuflf to readers of this Irene Schuepbach . . . . St Louis, Mo.
column. It's amazing what refreshing results you get when you exercise those Frank Sell . . . . Los Angeles, Calif.
little gray cells in the cranium and do your own thinking rather than listening Elsie H‘“"_ SRR el STy “:re“d""er
to or reading the stuff of sensation-mongers and taking the easy “yeah, that’s et MENOIInE 2 Cx e R

& Charles Alexander . . . . . ., Portola

right” way out. Match your own experiences and all the facts available Lo you Eugene A. Trace L ey :
against those phony “flash . . . flash” characters and maybe you'll begin to wonder Agnes Welch . . . . . . Sacramento g
how intelligent people can be deluded by high-powered frauds . . . counterfeits, Ruth Cranme (SN) . . . . . Sacramenlo
that is! Subpoenfas may be delivered at the editor’s home sanctum 2043 Hyde Eﬁielsf;ﬂii?] L e yoor?{klﬁn\;l
Stireet, San Francisco 9! Pranlt D daa: 7otk it o g

Copyright. 1948, by the Western Pacific Club, Oviginal material appearing in this pablication may Mel Graham . . . . . Salt Lake City

be reprinted provided preper credit iy given to "Uhe Headught™.
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Harry C. Munson
Appointed Ass’t.
VIP-Operation

* Harry Carlton Munson, formerly as-
sistant general manager at Chicago for
the Milwaukee Road, was appointed
assistant vice president-operation for
the Western Pacific, effective Novem-
ber 1.

Born at Oslo, Norway, June 25, 1901,
Munson came to this country as a boy
and attended the public schools of
Muskegon, Michigan. He was gradu-
ated from Muskegon High School in
1919 and from the State University of
Iowa, with his degree in civil engineer-
ing, in 1923, shortly after entering Mil-
waukee Road scrvice as rodman.

After eight years in the “Milwaukee”
engineering department, he was ap-
pointed trainmaster at Ottumwa, Iowa,
subseguently serving as assistant su-
perintendent, superintendenti, general
superintendent and, since June 1, 1946,
ass’t. general manager lines cast of
Missouri River.

WP Club Christimas Party

* Under the able and vigorous guid-
ance of Frank Rauwolf, chairman of
our club's Entertainment Committee,
the 1948 Christmas Party bids fair to
outstrip all others by the proverbial
mile, If you want in you'd better get
vour pasteboards promptly. Only three
hundred tickets (each good for a
couple} will be sold and less than one
hundred are left. Tariff: $1.20 per
ticket (couple).

December 18th is the date at the
California Hall (downstairs ballroom),
625 Polk Street (near Turk), San Fran-
cisco. Larry Cannon, his orchestra and
vocalist Donna Craig, will be on deck
from 9 p. m. to 1 a. m. Interspersed
will he a vaudeville show emceed by
Dick Kimball, a buffet supper and
other activities, including, of course,
dancing designed to intrigue you.

No tickets sold at the door. No ad-
mission without a ticket. Don't say we
didn't warn you!

The Rook of All Nations

% It has been said truly there is no
betiter reading than The Bible . . . the
Book of All Nations.

The American Bible Society, in pro-
moting the Fifth Annual Worldwide
Bible Reading—Thanksgiving to Christ-
mas, 1948, is offering a modest paper
bookmark, on which is printed selected
Eible readings for each of those thirty-
one days, plus suggestions as to how
vou may get the most out of your
Bihle reading.

Copies of this bookmark may be ohb-
tained at the office of the American
Bible Society, 224 McAllister Sireet,
San Francisco 2.
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Dalton V. Rourk Winner of Western Pacifie Essay
Contesi: Gilbert A. Lathrop Places Second and

Gilberi §. Patterson Third

* Richard J. McCarthy, as spokesman for the judges in the Western Pacific Essay
contest “Why 1 Like to Work for the Western Pacific Railroad,” announced last
month that the efforts of Dalton V. Rourk, clerk in the general office transpor-

talion department (car records);

Gilbert A. Lathrop, engine foreman, San

Jose: and Gilberi I. Patterson, engineer, Portola, had been judged first-second-
third respectively. Thomas P. Brown and Charles F. Craig served as judges with

McCarthy.

The three winning Western Pacific essays will be entered in the

national contest, winners of which will be announced some time in December.
Honorable Mention awards went to Druzilla Keibler, terminal trainmaster’s
office, Stockton; Grant S. Allen, assistant trainmaster at Tobin; and Walton H.

Harris, yvard clerk, Stocktion.

Western Pacific prizes were $50 for first; $25 for second; $10 for third; and three
$5 honorable mention awards. The Western Pacific Railroad and the Weslern Paci-
fic Club provided the funds for these awards, plus the entry fee in the national

contest.

Palton Rourk’s Prize-Winning Essay
Why I Like to Work for The Western Pacific Railroad

* “Men tend naturally to like their
work in proportion to what it offers
beyond merely material satisfactions.
I rode in the cab of a locomotive! Ex-
cept through working for a railroad,
how else could a clerk
realize that universal
boyhood ambition?
Western Pacific does of-
fer material advantages,
but even more, it satis-
fies spiritual wants.

“Western Pacific of-
fers real opportunity to
rise to a decently im-
portant position before
the mental paralysis of
routine sets in; practic-
ally impossible in the
service of the average
giant corporation.

“Recognition of sen-
iority rights is a guar-
antee that the knowl-
edge and experience ac-
quired through long and
diligent service will not
be wasted while important places are
assigned for personal or capricious
reasons. On the other hand, exempt
positions reward outstanding ability
and special qualifications, difficult un-
der rigid adherence to mere tenure
rights.

“The geographic location of the
Western Pacific lines is most fortunate
in that every climate is duplicated, and
all shades of preference in communi-
ties can be satisfied. Free transporta-
tion is a decided factor, especially
when located within commuting dis-
tanece of large cities, or in computing
the cost ol vacations.

“Weslern Pacific does not have wide
seasonal variations in the number of
employes, and wages compare more
than favorably with those in other
businesses offering similar advantages.
But, while wages and working condi-
tions determine the degree of happi-
ness, fundamentally they are siill ends
to material satisfactions.

“T like to work for the Western Paci-
lic because I am part of an industry
which has helped incalculably to make

DALTON V. ROURK

America great. Behind the description
of a railroad as ‘A business affected
with the public interest’ lies the story
of development from a steam boiler
moving a cart along two wooden rails,
inte a miraculous me-
chanical colossus which
oty has become the skele-
ton, arteries and sinews
of the economic body of
America. We can be
proud that Western Pa-
cific has kept pace with
the times. In spite of
regulations made neces-
sary by public conven-
ience and necessity.

“The true ‘Rail’ is not
engaged in a business;
he is a wvital part of a
living, feeling being. He
is in the service of a de-
manding, but rewarding
—a jealous, but a bene-
ficent mistress.

“Not only does West-
ern Pacific give the
spiritual lift of work which advances
the welfare of our country, but of-
fers the opportunity, almost unique,
fo choose from a wide wvariety of
skills and trades; from accountant to
vardman. One list contains 128 sepa-
rate occupations—a wvoeational omni-
bus!

“T like the genuine friendliness and
willingness to help one another, ex-
tending from the highest official to the
lowest grade. Also the encouragement
of a social and recreational life,
through sports, dances and the like.

“Finally, it affords the rare chance
to connect a hobby to the field of daily
work. The model-maker, amateur his-
torian, collector, student of language;
the disciple of every art and craft en-
joved as an avocation, finds ample
scope in the many-faceted life on
Western Pacific.”

Dalton was born at Watertown,
South Dakota, October 27, 1904, and
entered WP service in September, 1947,
in our GO manifest bureau; is now
car record clerk, office of sup't. of car
service.
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