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“We Can Work it Out Together or Fight it Out Alone”
—United Nations Week Slogan

Random... Views and Reviews

* Secretary of Defense Forrestal has announced the reactivation of the USO to
serve our new peace-time armed forces and has asked that it be supported
through Community Chests. And the Red Feather campaigns are now heing
conducted throughout the nation. Goals are understandably higher than ever. We
know San Francisco has a 33,758,000 quota. Wherever you are, won’t you support
your local Community Chest according to your means? The Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts and Camp Fire Girls, Community Centers, Salvation Army, Travelers Aid
and the Visiting Nurse Association are among the Community Chest-supported
organizations. Give for all . .. all you can!

by The Editor

Because there are so many hot-heads (the term borrowed by us from Gen.
Lucius D. Clay, our military governor in Germany) both here and abroad whose
blatant blabbering may lead us into a third world war, we're mighty happy to
learn that the Atomic Energy Commission is working with the Office of Ciwvil
Defense to prepare an adequate disaster plan for this country, pointedly to assist
atom-bombed cities. We hope the plan need never be activated, but, listening to
the many morons claiming membership in the “human" race, our doubts increase
daily!

United Nations Week begins October 17 and culminates in United Nations Day
on October 24. So what, you ask? And we’ll pardon your cynicism in gratification
that you've read this far! Actually we don't know why you should be interested
in United Nations Week unless you think that maybe UN is our last best hope
for world peace! And hope there will always be while the UN General Assembly
continues to convene. Even the much-mooted veto power is a peaceful weapon!
Last year some f[ifteen countries of the world celebrated UN Week, That's not
enough interest, but it's a start. If the representatives of the world's nations
carry on their talks concerning social objectives and economic and political unity,
the cause of peace is furthered. And if UN Week causes us to lend some thought to
that work, which resolves itself finally into bettering the lot of bewildered
humans, maybe we have the answer Lo your “So What?”

Earlier in the month—QOctober 3 to 9—is Fire Prevention Week; slogan “Help
Yourself to Fire Prevention.” And that's no idle slogan, for the record shows that
more fires are started by careless smoking than you can shake a stick (mateh,
that is) at! Ewvery 20 seconds a preventable fire breaks out in this land of ours!
And, believe it or not, fire takes a toll of 22 lives daily. Seems to us carelessness
is mixed up somewhere in that mess!

In “Aggie” Welch's “Western Division Notes” (July, 1948, issue) we included
an editor's note inquiring whether there were any challengers to Charlie Miller's
claim of being the only “flying” section foreman on the WP, or any other railroad.
And we got a challenger—on our own railroad! Bud A. Jones, our section foreman
at Hawley, California, has been a flying enthusiast for years and flies his own
B-2 “Sports Wing"” regularly. Well, maybe “Chuck” Miller and Bud Jones give
the “flying section foreman"” championship to the WP!

Portola’s Mayor John C. Richards and Stanley Bailey, editor of the Portola
Reporter, have entered the fray over the pronunciation of Portola in the Festival
and Pageant of the same name! They say PorTOLa; some localities say Porto-
LAH. Since one local newspaper referred to our Portola as a “village,” we're
definitely on the PorTOLa side! That’ll “learn” them to refer to a “city” as a
“village.”

Department of personals ... We were sorry to hear at Sacramento of the pass-
ing of Nevada Northern's VP&GM Harry Beem's wife. We were chided by
Clarence Hoover and Dick Beltz for overlooking WP's 38th birthday. Our reason
sounded only like an excuse! A card from Tom Fox, retired conductor, proves he
was in Washingtlon, D.C., with Mrs. Fox attending the 50th Spanish War Vets
convention. Tom is enjoying retirement. More power lo him. Charley (C. E.)
Kane, execulive assistant, Illinois Central, arrived in San Francisco via No. 3%s
ferry one night not so long ago. Less than a minute later, he could have been
seen chasing his straw hat down the Embarcadero. Enjoyed a short trip with
Steward Walter Parks recently. Hard Lo tell whether he takes more pride in his
dining car service or in his new offspring!

Copyright, 1948, by the Western Pacific Club. Original material xzf?}‘w:rﬂ'ng in this publication may
be reprinted provided proper credir is given to ""The Headiight''.
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