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THUNDERSTORM IN THE SIERRA NEVADA



DAILY STREAMLINERS between SAN FRANCISCO and CHICAGO

"There must be, not a balance of power, but a community of power;
not organized rivalvies, but an organized common peace.”

—Woodrow Wilson
Random... Views and Reviews

by The Editor

* Said “The New York Times” editorially June 13 this year under the caption of
“The New Isolationism,” in part . .. “But the very success of our democracy has
now imposed duties upon us which we must fulfill if that democracy is to survive.
We can no longer live to ourselves alone. We are not safe in doing so.” And again,
going directly to the core of the problem, “The common sense of the American
people will perceive that we are not so much breaking with an old tradition as
spreading that tradition abroad; that the time is past when we could protect our-
selves easily behind our barriers of the seas; that ne number of billions of dollars
invested in airplanes, ships or soldiers would suffice for our defense if we lack strong
friends outside our borders; and that when we spend to create and strengihen such
friends we are truly spending for ourselves. No nation is wholly unselfish. We need
not pretend to be. But we are now in a position in which we must exercise an
enlightened selfishness if we are to survive,” All bold face is ours. We quote these
passages to vou because they emphasize so well comments we've frequently offered
in this column; because they emphasize the need for understanding . . . for toler-
ance in our thoughts, in our talk and in our deeds . .. both in domestic and
international problems.

We were chided by Eastern Division brakeman Bernard Price, a friend (we hope)
of ours, on the implied glee in the June “Random” paragraph dealing with labor
difficulties in the BLE-owned Cleveland hotel. Bernard didn't think it quite right
for us to indicate satisfaction over the troubles of a railroad brotherhood because
it inferred a biased attitude in our mind. Bernard is right; we thoroughly enjoy
the discomfiture of brotherhood executives, or any segment of the railway industry,
when they adopt any position designed to frustrate amicable relations within the
industry—and the record shows that we'll give the proverbial pat on the back to
those who promote friendly relations.

Anent the nationwide publicity concerning alleged railroad overcharges against
the Government during World War II: What is not pointed out—and certainly
should be—is that a very large part of the supposed overcharges is due to differences
of opinion between railroads concerned and government auditors as to whether
certain freight handled during the war was property of the Government used for
military and naval purposes. If so, it would have been entitled to land grant de-

. ductions: if moving for civil purposes, it would not have been so entitled. It's a
question of fact and law in each case. In addition, the government’s general ac-
counting office audit is a one-way affair . .. “errors” leading te overcharges are
reported: when such “errors” result in undercharges, they are ignored. Wonder
what a balanced audit, taking account of both overcharges and undercharges,
would show? The demagogic inferences that only overcharges exist and that the
railroads have done something satanic should be refuted wherever possible.

The WP savings bond organization is still in existence in the general auditor's
office, so even if you won't buy U.S. Savings Bonds regularly as an investment, or
simply as a vehicle for systematic saving, maybe you'll buy them to keep our bond
department active. Our organized campaigns, when we kept our bond department
really busy, are over, though Ross Kelleher recently staged one at Sacramento
Shops in his usual successful style, and the latest figures show only 1,657 payroll
subsecribers, just 21 above the low for the past two years! Think of the unemploy-
ment (in our bond department) which may result if we don’'t maintain our payroll
purchases of Savings Bonds; think of the untold hardships which may strike entire
families in these inflationary days via such unemployment! We exaggerate? Well,
think anyway—and reinstate your bond subscription!

In passing ... Al Bramy, ex-Headlight editor, dropped in on us recently looking
well and prosperous. He was not applying for his old job! Welcome to “Mel”
Graham, of our Salt Lake City traffic office, who has joined our staff as Salt Lake
City reporter. His first column appears in this issue. Emmett Fitzpatrick, SP, calls
our attention to a “slight” error in AAR’s list of home addresses of principal United
States railroads . . . Norfolk Southern’s address is shown as 12001200 East Main
Street, Norfolk 10, Virginia! Proof-reading misery welcomes company!

Copyright, 1948, by the Western Pacific Club. Original material appearing in this publication may
be reprinted provided proper credil is given to ”]"ée Headiight's.
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Fredrick Tyroff Retires

* After twenty-five years of Western
Pacific service at Wendover, Utah, as a
car repairer and car inspector, Fredrick
Tyroff retired August 15 under the im-
pression he is entitled to some leisure
after a 45-year railroad career!

Fred was born at Greeley, Colo., Aug-
ust 2, 1883, and began his railroading
with the Missouri Pacific at Sedalia,
Missouri, in 1903, as a carman helper;
later working as a car repairer for the
Katy in the same city. He came West in
1909 to work for the Colorado Midland
atColorado City. Later in the same year,
he joined forces with the Rio Grande at
Salt Lake City and remained there thir-
teen years. On July 17, 1923, he moved
to Wendover and the WP.

Elsie Hart, our staff reporter at Wen-
dover, says Fred is an exceptionally
fine person and very well liked; that his
ready smile will be missed. We know
that is true. We wish Fred would stay
at Wendover so we personally might
continue to enjoy his friendliness dur-
ing our infrequent visits.

With his many friends, we wish Fred
many years of happiness and content-
ment in retirement. WCM

Willia Watson Retires:
Emma MeClure Promoted

% Willia Robbins Watson, who retired
last month as chief clerk in the WP
law department, came to us in 1927 as
secretary to our then general counsel,
Hon. Frank M. Angellotti, when she and
her mother moved to California from
Salt Lake City, where she had been a
law stenographer for the Union Pacific.
Mrs. Watson was promoted to the chief
clerkship of the law department in 1940,
holding that post until her retirement.

Born at Logan, Utah, she attended
the University of Utah and then began
her twenty-five years of railroad ser-
vice, She married Frank Watson, a
local lumberman, in 1937.

Mrs. Watson has retired to enjoy
the Watson 9-acre walnut orchard in
Ygnacio Valley (in the Walnut Creek-
Concord area) on which they built a
charming and very modern new home
in 1947. Ever since they moved into the
new home, Mrs. Watson has been deve-
loping her interest in gardening (her
. garden is “inside the fence” of the area
taken from the orchard for the home
and lawn, etc.). During her 21 years
with the WP, Mrs. Watson became well
and favorably known for her efficiency
- and graciousness and carries with her
in her retirement warmest good wishes
from her former associates.

Emma Novak McClure succeeds Mrs.
Watson as chief clerk. A native Ohioan
Emma began her WP service as a steno-
grapher on May 4, 1936.
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Accounting Depariment Promeotions for Wade - Bryant -
Stout - Warner - Ferguson - Dillon - Corven -
Doud - Michelson

* Jack Harrold Wade was appointed ass't. to the gen'l. auditor and Emmett
Michael Dillon was appointed ass’t. auditor of payroll accounts effective July 1. On
August 1, Howard Thomas Bryant, William Harold Stout and Clifford Elisha
Warner were named assistants to the general auditor . . . Bryant in charge of statis-
tics, Stout in charge of insurance and Warner in charge of taxes. On the same date,
Frank Patrick Ferguson was appointed auditor of capital expenditures and Joseph
Byron Corven became ass't. auditor of disbursements. On August 9, Jess Doud, Jr.
was appointed traveling accountant and, on August 16, Leland Driscoll Michelson
was named traveling auditor.

Jack Wade, who was born in New York City, August 5, 1899, came to the WP in
March, 1944, as traveling accountant, after 26 years prior service with the SP and
the McCloud River Railroad. In July, 1945, Jack was made ass't. auditor of payroll
accounts.

Emmett Dillon, a native San Franeiscan, born June 27, 1900, started with the WP
as a ticket sorter May 28, 1928, subsequently handling various assignments includ-
ing head payroll accounts clerk, the post he held at the time of his recent promotion.

Howard Bryant was born at Wadsworth, Nevada, April 13, 1894; began his WP
service on September 5, 1917, as roundhouse clerk at Elko; became chief clerk to
master mechanic at Elko two years later; held various posts in the superintendent’s
office, same city, 1922 to 1939; served as traveling accountant 1939 io 1946; and as
special accountant for the general auditor July, 1946, through July, 1948.

Bill Stout claims Fayetteville, Arkansas, as his birthplace, born there January 10,
1904; completed a commercial and civil service course at Denver Extension Univer-
sity, after attending public schools in Colorado; started railroading in August, 1921,
with the Rio Grande; detoured briefly for stints with Swift & Company and Con-
tinental Baking, but returned to railroading with the SN at San Francisco in 1930.
His SN-WP service was in valuation and capital expenditure work until 1940; then
into insurance work.

Clifford Warner, born at Spanish Fork, Utah, March 28, 1913, came to the WP in
August, 1947, as ass't. engineer; then transferred to the accounting department.

Frank Ferguson, born in an SP section house (!) at Tormey, Calif., July 3, 1903,
worked first driving a horse and wagon for Madison & Burke (realtors) posting
bills in San Francisco (obviously, Frank began earning his living at a tender age).
He started with the WP as a ticket sorter on April 5, 1920, and, during the ensuing
17 years, handled 11 different assignments culminating with his appointment as
head capital expenditures and valuation clerk on March 5, 1945, the post he held
until his recent promotion.

“Joe" Corven first saw the light of day at Bay City, Michigan, April 20, 1905. After
prior service with the SP, he came to the WP in December, 1934, in the passenger
depariment; transferring to the accounting department the following wyear and
handling several posts until World War II, during which he served with the 8th
Air Force as a hMaster Sergeant, spending 2 years in England and France. He re-
turned to the WP in 1945 as valuation and mechanical engineering accountant in
our engineering dept. until May, 1946, when he was appointed traveling accountant.

Jess Doud was born at Bussey, Iowa, August 18, 1915, and began his WP service
January 24, 1942, He, too, is a veteran of World War I1 and was serving as travel-
ing auditor until his recent promotion.

Leland Michelson, another native San Franciscan, was born July 5, 1914; started
with the WP as a crew caller exactly fourteen years later. Moving up the ladder,
“Mike” (or Lee) became chief clerk to the superintendent at Elko a couple of years
back, when Loren Ames transferred to Sacramento. When Loren returned to Elko,
Mike resumed his previous duties as ass't. chief clerk, holding that post until his
new promotion.

The Sacramento Valley Transportation Club

% With a current active membership of close to one hundred, the Sacramento
Valley Transportation Club has made great strides since its organization April 19th
this year. This club is a natural outgrowth of the tremendous industrial expansion
in the Sacramento Valley communities during and since World War II,

William R. Grimes, of the Rice Growers Association, is president of the new club;
Frank H. Nott, commercial agent for the Sacramento Northern Railway, is vice
president; and Hugh F. McReynolds, of the Campbell Soup Company, is secretary-
treasurer. The Board of Governors includes Ross C. Eldred, of the California
Almond Growers; Harold E. Hinshaw, distriet freight agent for the Southern
Pacilic; Harold L. Marshall, of Weinstock-Lubin & Company; Orval J. Boedeker,
of the Sacramento Freight Lines; Emmett M. Johnson, of the California Fruit
Growers; and Hugh 1. Scolield, general agent for the Denver & Rio Grande West-
ern Railroad.

Regular meetings are scheduled the second Monday evening of each month and
held in the Army-Navy Club at 10191 J Street, Sacramento.

A salute and a welcome to this new transportation club and ditto to Frank Noit,
our commercial agent, who channeled his foresight and sincerity of purpose in the
direction of a temporary organizing committee and eventually actual organization
of The Sacramento Valley Transportation Club.
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