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Flash Photo at Big Basin, California,
by John Kaler, Western Pacific fireman




Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiarm.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Random... Views and Reviews

by The Editor

* We pounded out a few thoughts on Independence Day 1948 for inclusion in a small
special issue we had in mind, but circumstances beyond our control killed our idea,
but not the thoughts. So we're going to try them on you. This is what we wrote . . .

“Last month, Speaker Joseph W. Martin, of the House of Representatives, talking
informally to a group of industrial editors in the nation’s Capitol, urged them to
preach Loyalty, Tolerance and Unselfishness.

“Loyalty . .. Tolerance . .. Unselfishness. Are they unattainable? Not if we set
our minds along the right paths. Not if we start at home with domestic tranquillity;
not if we demonstrate Americans' loyalty to each other, tolerance toward all and
unselfishness as an example to the rest of the weary world . .. an example of a
strong people, humble in their strength. We must be prepared for whatever comes;
but, being so prepared, let's not flex our muscles.

“Those of us who prate so glibly of our atomic power in World War III, do we
realize the ghastly horrors of such a holocaust? Do we lend any thought to the
finanecial, moral and physical insolvency which will encompass the world of human
life we now know, if indeed any life remains following such a conflagration?

“Ours is yet a strong nation ... one of the very few in the world. Would we sell
our glorious birthright for a blighted landscape? Do we want our children and our
children’s children to enjoy whatever blessings the joy of peace may still produce?
Then let us, by demonstrating a tolerant and unselfish attitude toward ALL, guide
our destiny along the path of World Peace I ... and God grant it lasts forevermore,
voiding the final insanity of another world war.”

To hear the radio debut of “Wheels a-Rolling,” official song of the Chicago Rail-
road Fair, which opened July 20 and will run throughout the summer, we tuned in
Mutual’s KFRC the night of July 18th and we heard baritone Donald Gramm “give”
nobly. Guess it was all right, but, with all the good feeling in the world toward the
composers, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Maxwell, of Evanston, Illinois, we think Emmett
Fitzpatrick, editor of the SP Bulletin, as well as composer and lyricist in his own
right, could have done better! Major Lenox R. Lohr, president of this Fair, would
probably revoke our pass, if we had one, for this heresy! In spite of which we think,
if at all possible, that you should make the 10-minute trip from Chicago’s Loop to
take in this great railroad fair. For eighty-five cents you can get into the Fair
grounds, see the giant pageant “Wheels a-Rolling” and ride on the narrow gauge
railroad system. All other attractions are free. It will, of course, cost you probably
a couple hundred dollars to make the round trip to Chicago, but we assume you
aren't in a quibbling mood.

We're glad to note the formation of the Feather Merchants of Portola ( Roy Beik,
president) for the purpose of promoting the Feather River Wonderland. This looks
like a large step in the right direction. President Beik appointed a publicity com-
mittee, We haven't heard from them! But we refuse to believe the obvious!

Department of Personals ... We thoroughly enjoyed recent trips on 1 and 2 with
Steward George B. Watson, a Kentuckian. They had to be recent . .. he only joined
our dining car department July 7! Hemer Bryan showed us a June letter written
him by Retired Brakeman Joseph L. Washburn, a South Dakotan, now living at 619
East Jackson Street, Hillsboro, Oregon. Joe retired December 15, 1947, after more
than 37 years of WP service. “Red” Kump, of Elko, should be appointed traveling
vice president in charge of repairing “hot” cars. Why not? Any more capable candi-
date? “Jim” Lynch (Jr., that is), student at the University of Nevada, apparently
did very well with a paper he prepared on the history of the Western Pacific. Good!
Jim tells us, too, that Bert Hazlett and the members of our switch crew at Reno are
to be complimented for exhibiting the local 1,000 h.p. Diesel-electric switcher at the
University's annual Engineer's Day. Consider yourselves complimented, boys . . .
by us, anyway! We regretted missing Harry Gibson, retired conductor, when he
dropped into our office on July 22, That's the penalty we pay for not staying put!
But we're glad to note from Elsie Hart’s column that Harry looks as good as ever.

We lost that 50c¢ bet referred to at bottom of column 1, page 5, of the July issue!
Among those who called our hand were Frederick I). Messinger, Sr., switchman, and
Engineer Louis J. Fischer, both of Portola; Fred McMullin, general agent, Portland;
Henry Van Ells, a New York friend of ours; and several good friends at GO who
don't need the publicity!

Copyright, 1948, by the Weitern Pacific Club. Original material ap{pfmmg in thiy pablication may
be reprinted provided proper credit it given to ' Head'ight'” .
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Roy Everett Larson New WP Treasurer:
Axel F. Rintala Promoted

* Roy E. Larson was elected treasurer of the Western Pacific
Railroad and subsidiaries effective July 1.

Born at San-Francisco, November 28, 1900, Roy's first work
was with Baker & Hamilton in 1915. Shortly after, he went to
the Union Trust Company (now a branch of Wells Fargo Bank
and Union Trust).

On September 5, 1917, entered
the WP treasury department as
a clerk, serving subsequently as
paymaster, cashier and assist-
ant treasurer, the post he held
until his recent promotion.

Roy is married and his daugh-
ter Barbara is a student at the
University of California at Ber-
keley. He is popular with all his
associates, whom we join in
wishing him every success.

Axel F. Rintala was elected
assistant treasurer, succeeding
Roy Larson, on July 1.

A native of Brooklyn (yeah!),
; N. Y., born there September 14,

1907, he entered our treasury
LAR £
il gy department January 4, 1927, as a
junior clerk and, advancing through various clerical positions
in that department, was appointed assistant cashier in 1938.

In 1942, he was promoted to cashier; then to chief clerk in
1947, holding that post until his recent promotion.

An old hand at basketball and a better than fair golfer, Axel
has interested himself in many of Western Pacific Club’s ath-
letic activities.

Our congratulations to him plus all good wishes.

Vanskike - Flaig - Moran Receive
Promotions

* Walter Elroy Vanskike, Carl Hugh Flaig and Timothy Aloy-
sius Moran were promoted to chief clerk, cashier and paymas-
ter, respectively, in the treasurer’s office on July 1, resulting
from the Larson-Rintala promotions.

“Van,” born at La Belle, Mo., August 30, 1909, entered WP
service Dec. 1, 1927; was appointed paymaster in 1938 and
cashier in mid-1947.

Carl was born at Niles, Calif., June 1, 1911, first worked in
our accounting dep't. August 19, 1929; transferred to the treas-
urer's office in '34; and was appointed paymaster in 1947,

“Tim,” a native San Franciscan, born May 23, 1917, entered
our employ June 19, 1935; enlisted in the U. S. Coast Guard in
September, 1942. He was honorably discharged November 20,
1945, and returned as accountant in the treasurer’s office about
a month later.

Our best wishes to all three.

Vernon Wilfred Geddes

* Vernon W. Geddes was appointed ass't. auditor of freight
and passenger accounts for the Western Pacific effective
July 1. :

Another native San Franciscan, Vernon was born June 25,
1910, was graduated from that city’'s Commerce High School
and entered Sacramento Northern service December 18, 1928,
as junior clerk under Auditor F. A. Swerger.

Vernon entered WP service via that road’s taking over the
SN accounting in June, 1931, and subsequently he handled
various desks until his appointment as head clerk—afliliated
lines, the position he held until his recent promotion.

He was in the first class graduated from the Commerce High
evening school traffic course under Traffic Manager N. E. Kel-
ler, of the Pacific Portland Cement Company.

Vernon’s many friends at GO wish him all possible future
SUCCEeSss,
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Leo Joseph Gosney Elected
General Auditor

% Leo J. Gosney was elected general auditor of Western Paci-
fic Railroad and subsidiaries, effective July 1.

He was born at Lyonsville, Calif., September 3, 1903, and
was first employed by the Sacramento Northern at Sacra-
mento in 1919, subsequently seeing some service with the
Southern Pacific in the same city and with the Diamond Match
Company at Stirling City. ;

Leo returned to the SN in 1923, eventually becoming head
accountant. His WP service dates from June 1, 1931. He was
promoted to traveling accountant in '37; to special accountant
for the general auditor in 1940; and to assistant general auditor
in 1946.

John Robertson Strachan

% John R. Strachan, who succeeded Gosney as assistant gen-
eral auditor, came to the WP August 1, 1929, as traveling
accountant and was appointed ass't. to the general auditor in
1944,

Prior to Jack's employment with WP, he was engaged in
public accounting for two years, before which he was with
the Frisco road at St. Louis for 18 years as joint facility trav-
eling accountant, acting chief clerk—disbursements, chief
clerk—payroll accounts, chief clerk—bills and vouchers and
chief clerk of analysis dep't.

Jack was born at Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, July
9, 1897; received his education in the grammar schools, St.
Peter's Episcopal High and Fraserburgh Academy; furthering
his education in the study of accounting at St. Louis and com-
pleting the studies with the International Accountants Society.

William Gerald Levy

% William G. Levy was appointed auditor of freight and pas-
senger accounts for the Western Pacific Railroad, effective

July 1.

Bill, a native San Franciscan, was born May 5, 1904, was
graduated from that city’s Polytechnic High School in 1921,
began his railroad career with
the Southern Pacific in January,
1922, as a clerk in the passenger
accounting department and en-
tered WP service June 28, 1923,
in the same capacity.

He was appointed ass't. aud-
itor of freight and passenger ac-
counts September 7, 1937, hold-
ing that pest until his recent
promotion.

Nicholas A. Schoeplein,
whose promotion to ass't. aud-
itor of freight and passenger ac-
counts was announced in our
April, 1948, issue, on July 1 as-
sumed the duties formerly per-
formed by Bill.

Hearty congratulations and best wishes to both Bill and
Nick.

Henry James Madison

* Henry J. Madison was appointed WP's general storekeeper,
at Sacramento Shops, effective July 1.

Born at San Francisco, January 6, 1903, Henry came to the
WP on July 18, 1924, as a store laborer; subsequently serving
as section stockman and storekeeper, Sacramento Shops.

*Commander™ Ralph T. Ot

% Ralph T. Ott, rate clerk in our general passenger oflice, was
installed as Commander of the Southern Pacific Post 412 of the
American Legion on July 21,

Ralph is a Charter member of this Post, which includes
Santa Fe employes . . . and even some Southern Pacific em-
ployes!

August, 1948 _ 1 resnase oo NP agnsT 3



















