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Looking Across Lake Merritt
Oakland, California

FPhotograph by John H. Kaler, a Western Pacific fireman,
of Walnut Creek, California




Error of opinion wmay be tolerated
where reason is left free to combat it
—Thomas Jefferson.

RANDOM... Views and Reviews

* Arrival of the first “California Zephyr” Vista-Dome coaches, now a part of the
regular consist of the “Exposition Flyer” raises our hopes that the complete new
trains will be in operation by the Fall of the year. No longer can the cynics claim
that the “California Zephyr” was just a dream!

It said, in the “Sacramento Bee” of April 7, that our general agent at Sacramento,
Charles R. Harmon, was appointed chairman of the West Sacramento District
Chamber of Commerce’s industrial committee. Frank H. Nott, our commercial agent
at Sacramento, was named to serve on the committee with Charlie, plus a few
other good men. Obviously, West Sacramento is laying the groundwork for a boom!

by The Editor
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Homer Bryan, ass't. to the general manager, has been known to quote this poem
titled "Two Chances”"—

Western Pacific Building

“You have two chances— i ! ;
San Francisco 5, California

One to work safely and one not.

If you don't work safely, you have two chances—
One to have an accident and one not.

If you have an accident, you have two chances—
One to get killed and one not.

If you get killed, well, you still have two chances.”
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We overlooked mentioning last menth that I. H. (Jack) Wade, ass't. aquditor of pay-
roll aceounts, saved us from going throughout 1948 with a 1947 copyright! Friends
is what we can use a lot of!

A long time ago—it seems—in our March, 1946, issue, we ran a cover picture of
Diamond Head - Waikiki Beach and a Western Wayfarer story by Tom Brown cap-
tioned “Hawaii: The Forty-Ninth Star.” Maybe Tom was more prophetic than he
thought. It appears to be o race between Hawail and Alaska and the Gallup poll
last month indicated 66%, favoring statehood for Hawaii, compared to 60% in March,
1946 (merely coincidental!) and 48% in January, 1941. A coincidence, too, is that
in the general election of November, 1940, Hawaiian citizens voted 679, for state-
hood and 33% opposed. Were it not that Harold L. Ickes is for Hawaiian statehood
we'd be for it unqualifiedly!

Via the “Reno Evening Gazette” we learn that Lucius Beebe, famous author of
books on American railroads, and his associate Charles M. Clegg. Jr., will make
their home at Catsen City, Nevada, in an old business car bought from the Georgia
Northern Railroad, while writing the history of “Wells Fargo.” It pains us, though,
to note Beebe's comment that California has no railroad “with a real character.”
We're acquainted with several “characters” working for California railroads. That's
a joke, son!

On April 11, at Seattle, Washington, the West Side Italian Civic Club held its
eighth annual dinner with some 500 guests. The master of ceremonies was Arthur
H. Lund. After looking over all the other names on the program, our Seattle general
agent announced that for this occasion he would be Arturo Lundetti. Art must be
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commended for his presence of mind! William Dunbar Tratfic
A millien doll (p foolin’) railroad t will be held Chi e Talia Erout Mildred Nielsen Misc. Accounts
million dollar (no foclin') railroad pagean e held on Chicago’s lake fron Kiisns otmsins e

for about six weeks beginning some time this coming July, commemorating the
100th anniversary of the first westward run of a train from Chicago via the Galena
and Chicago Unien (predecessor of the Chicago and North Western). Featured will

Frank Rauwolf Freight Claims

be a drcxmn.:mc outdoor pageant illustrating t_he 1nfluex?ce our }"mlmc_zds heave had STAFF REPORTERS
upon the history and development of the nation. Practically this entire paragraph Marie Libbe Chicago, TIL
is a steal {rn?m the April issue of "Modern Railroads.” but don't let that stop you P s St Louis, Mo.
from taking in the show! Frank Sell Los Angeles, Calif.
We would be remiss indeed if we failed to mention the U. 5. Treasury Depart- Elsie Hart e Wendover
ment's Security Loan Campaign now in full swing. The payroll savings plan is still Nevada Michelson . Elko, Newv.
in effect on the WP and, though it will soon be three years since the war ended, Gladys Loggins PDT;°1°
we still have more than 1,600 regular subscribers. No need to tell them about the Velma ";e;“:’ - £ j;‘;‘;e;‘:
value of systematic saving the easy way, but maybe the other 4,000 or more WP é?::sucnz:isl (SN . Szcrumento
employes would be interested in signing up. If your supervisor doesn't have a sub- Margery Glatt . . " el Ockland
scription blank, ask us; we know where there's a pretty good supply. facks Edwards: . New York, N.Y.
Copyright, 1948, by the Western Pacific Club. Original material appearing in this publication may Frank Lindee Modesto
be reprinted provided proper credit is given to "'The Headlight''.
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< Joi



SN Establishes Freight
Service Between Chico and
Chico Municipal Airport

* The Sacramento Northern Railway
inaugurated daily freight service be-
tween Chico and the city's municipal
airport on April 12 to serve the growing
industrial area on the site of the Army
Air Force Base during World War IL
Appropriate ceremonies, in which busi-
ness and civic leaders of Chico partici-
pated, marked the departure of the first
train from the airport. The SN was rep-
resented by VP&GM Walter H. Evans,
Industrial Commissioner F. B. Stratton,
General Agent Charles R. Harmon and
Commercial Agent Frank H. Nott.

Six industries are already located in
this growing industrial area . . . Lumber
Dryers, Inc,; Continental Nut Company;
Victor Industries; Hageman Honey Com-
pany; Port-Air Coolers; and the Lewis
Venetian Blind Company . and it
could become one of the larger indus-
trial creas of northern California. We
join SN's Chico Agent, George N.
Beeny, in locking forward to that de-
velopment!

Tidewater Southern Notes
By Frank Lindee

* Patrons aclong the line had to look
twice the other day when they saw a
passenger car come down the Tide-
water tracks. It was not, however, a
wild driver, but Messrs. Elsey, Mitchell
and Kearney on an inspection tour of
the Tidewater Southern.

Art Tibbetts, agent, Escalon, has fully
recovered from some eye trouble. We
thought at first it was from gazing at
- the sleek, voung thing with trim lines
and the 'new look’ standing along the
highway—his 1948 Chevrolet.

The Tidewater country is reverting to
the 49er days, with beards on enthusi-
asts and false fronts on stores. Plenty
of celebrations are planned in the hills.
However, when a town of 200 throws a
weekend for 5,000 or more people, it
means that plenty of motorists will do
some hiking.

Ernie Skinner, agent, Manteca, is all
ready for the coming perishable season,
with a knotty pine office and windows
on three sides—so he can watch acei-
dents on Highway 99 from any direc-
tion. Ernie can tell you how it feels to
live in a fish bowl!

Link Hupp. agent, Turlock, and his
assistant, Roy Collins., tock their vaca-
tiens early, but I am not sure they were
able to get their gardens in between
raindrops.

With three Diesels, we are well
equipped for power, and customers are
very pleased with the ease with which
theirs cars are spotted and pulled.

Rex Kearney doesn't have headgquar-
ters in San Francisco. It merely seems
that way. He has become a regular
commuter between Modesto and San
Francisco.
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Glenn Marshall Morton and John William Deems

* Glenn M. Morton and John W. engineer and conductor on the

(Jack) Deems,’

Exposition Flyer, made their last run on No. 40 into Salt Lake City on March 30.
Both retired March 31st. Glenn had been on the Elko-Salt Lake City passenger run
for 30 vears and Jack had, for several years, been a conductor on Nes. 39 and 40.
Glenn, who was No. 1 on the Eastern Division engineers’ seniority roster, was
born at Seneca, Illinois, March 2, 1883, was one of Western Pacific's original em-
ployes, entering service as an engineer December 14, 1906. In those early days, his

Glenn Morton and “Jack” Deems photographed at Wendover on their last run.

work was not confined to handling the throttle; he doubled in all sorts of capacities.
(Glenn furnished practlcally all the historical data presented in our June, 1946, issue
under the caption "In the Beginning . . .”

Jack was born at Kidder, Missouri, Mcrrch 14, 1883, and joined the WP as a brake-
man on February 10, 1913, being promoted to conductor October 26, 1918. Before
coming to the WP, he had several years of rail service, including a stint with the
Burlington, under his belt. He will continue to make his home at Winnemucca and
iz looking forward to good hunting and fishing.

Glenn indicates he's going in for full-time farming at Idaho Falls.
will both enjoy many happy vears doing the things they like.

We hope they

"Jack” Deems and Glenn Morion, their families and a few friends, photographed
at Wendover by Bob Allison.

Forest Lodge Resort

* We'll soon be thinking about vacations and if you doni want to go too far afield,
but still want to get away from it all in the mountains, you might consider the
Forest Lodge Resort, at Greenville, on our northern California extension, about 15
miles north of Keddie and a few miles south of Lake Almanor.

Manager Ted Plalsgraf tells us they've increased their capacity to 105; that 11
of their coltages are now lined with knotty cedar; that all cottages are now complete
with showers and lavatories, not to mention more furniture, drapes, etc.; that they've
converted their hot water wood-burners to oil burners; prettied up the dining room,
lodge and recreation hall; built a small cocktail lounge away from the main build-
ings and activities for privacy; and, in general, have improved the surroundings.
He also tells us that 38 couples honeymooned at Forest Lodge Resort last year!
Just a thought, but we wish it were summer and we were there right now! For the

active ones (!}, they have a swimming poocl, badminton and tennis courts; also
yvou'll find it possible to play croquet and shuffle-board, and to ride, fish and hike.
—W.C.M.
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* We put these words on paper with a slight fsel-
ing of [utility, as the sudden graduation from
‘pulp’ to 'slick’ causes a sinking sensation in the
pit of our stomach. We hope you will bear with
us unitil next month, when Jack Hyland will be
back in this space with his usual interesting
solumn.

As is usually the case with our offerings, the printed matter is again coming out
a more or less hodge-podge of this and that about people here and there . . . In
our ramblings about the City Beautilul . . . San Francisco, we learn the reason

Low-Lites

(with apologies to Jack Hyland)
By FRANK RAUWOLF

Jim Hickey has been seen with his nose at a 180 degree elevation is that new
Oldsmobile he got April 1S . . . and, that rumor to the conirary, Johnnie Allison
(CTO) did not return from Arkansas with blisters on the scles of her feet . . . She
wore shoes all the time she was gone, so there, too . . . and, we were indeed sorry
to hear of Lee Marshall’s (Reservation Bureau) recent illness which necessitated his

visiting Oak Knoll Hospital in Oakland.

.. . And, that Marion Bong (Gen'l Auditor) iz involved in an ‘international inci-
dent' . . . Involved that is with Gene Snyder of Indiana (that's foreign, isn't it?) in
an engagement expected to culminate in a marriage some time during the month of
August . . . and, that Cliff Norden (Ass't. Engineer) was elected president of the
Alameda Stamp Club last April 14 | | | and, that Aurilla Troy (Manifest Burecu)
made a pretty picture in the Examiner (a rival of ours) while attending the opening

game at Seals Stadium and very vocally offering assistance to the umpire . . . and,
that Dolores O’Looney (Car Records) is, for more reasons than one, a good girl to
know . . . she has an 'in’' with the Internal Revenue Bureau . .. Why? . . . 'cause

on June 12 she has a date at Old St. Mary’'s Church with Jim Sheehan, of the office
of the Collector of Internal Revenue, at which time Dolores’ cousin, Father O'Looney
will perform the ceremony making one out of two . . . and after that last item we

hope we will be excused if we write with a slight brogue . . . shure an we do now.

. .. And, that Esther Carmella (Car Records) was hostess at a shower for the
above-mentioned Dolores O'Looney, on April 29, very well attended by the many
friends of Dolores . . . and, that Al McQuaid is returning to the Car Records office
alter an absence of a year while on leave.

. .. And that Mary Hogg (Manifest Bureau) is a civic minded citizen . . . and
proves it by serving on jury duty in Oakland . . . and, that from what we can
understand, the Key System wishes Mary was a little less civic minded . . . and,
that we would like to hear more about the "wooing” of Jeannie Loo (Car Records)
by one, Homer, and we don't refer to the classics . . . but to, and we quote, . . . a
very personable good-locking boy who quite regularly meets Jeannie in front of
526" . . . and, that Laverne Holten (Manifest Bureau) announced that all was lost
for one Verne Penny by publicly sporting a diamond of Verne's on the right finger,
or should we say lelt finger . . . and, that through the ‘courtesy’ of Bill Foster (Ass't.
Sup’t. Trans.) VP&GM Harry A. Mitchell. accompanied by Ed Gallagher, Percy
Emerson, W. ]. O'Neill, Ed. Gleason and Bill Tussey ‘toured’ the vast expanses
of Nevada and Utah via Motor Car 101 . . . and, that while on the subject of travel-
ing, 'Tourizst’ Walt Vanskike (Treasurer's) has just returned from a trip that took
him and his family through Death Valley and other warm spots of the sunny (7)
south . . . and that Max Potter, formerly of the Freight Claim Department, is now
holding forth at the Salt Lake City ticket office, relieving Bob Hansen. who is now
located in San Francisco's 'Brocklyn' (are you listening Emie Gommer) as a Pas-
senger Tralfic Representative . . . and, that E. ]. "Gene" Neri, formerly of the Stock-
ton Local Office is now in the Freight Claim Department.

... And, that this department (FCD), in addition to having that ‘new look,” due
to a new decor (coat of paint, to you, patient reader) is also getting some better
‘locking’ . . . at least on the part of the male inmates . . . because of the presence
of Patricia Lee Woods, a member of the 3B's Club (Blonde, Bubbly, and Beautiful)

. and, that Marcelline Carey nee Bailey (Freight Claim Dep't.} dropped her nee
on April 3rd to walk down the center aisle at St. Boniface with George Carey . . .
and, that big wind blowing arcund the Bay Area last meonth was not a hurricane,
but only.the result of whistles by the men of Uncle Sam stationed on Treasure
[sland when Edith Loeffler, Edith Carter. Luella Cogdill, “Bernie” McHugh and
Marion Hertell (all of GO Depts.) attended the Industrial League (SF) Annual
Dinner at the Officers’ Club on Treasure Island . . . and, that if you have read this
far, you are more tired than we, so we know you will be glad to turn the page.
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Honor the Dead—
Help the Living

% One of the most poignant-meaning of
the flowers that bloom in May is the
Buddy Poppy. The Buddy Poppies are
fashioned by disabled ex-service men
patients in government hospitals and
the entire proceeds from their zcle are
used by the Veterans of Foreign Wars
to raise relief work funds. The VFW
conducts the Buddy Poppy Sale nation-
ally each year during the week prior
to Memorial Day.

The Buddy Poppy Sale funds are used
to alleviate conditions of distress among
veterans and their families. An allot-
menl to the VFW National Home for
Widows and Orphans of Ex-service
Men in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, is also
included.

The allotment to the VFW National ©
Home is perhaps the most heart-warm-
ing of all the projects to which the
Buddy Poppy funds are diverted. At this
Home the widows and orphans of men
who died for the United States are
given the opportunity to
American heritage which their hus-
bands and fathers died to preserve for
them and for all of us.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
"Gold Stripe’ organization, all of whose
members have seen service overseas or
in hostile waters, introduced the replico
ol the Flanders Poppy to the American
public twenty-seven vyears agc as a
symbol of the sacrifices made by Amer-
ica's war dead. The public immediately
gave recognition to the ideals which
the Buddy Poppy symbclized. Since
then public recognition has grown
steadily for the little blood-red blossoms
which the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States sells annually.

In anticipation of the 1948 Sale, ap-
proximately 100,000 Buddy Poppies are -
being made daily by disabled veterans
to be worn on Memorial Day, when
Americans everywhere, as a united
people, will offer their proud and rever-
ent homage to their soldier dead.

"The message of each Buddy Poppy,”
said National Buddy Poppy Campaign
Director, Bryan M. Crosby, "is honor the
dzad by helping the living.”

"enjoy the

PROBLEM: A motorist was 100 yards
from an open railroad crossing proceed ng
at 50 miles per hour. A train, coming down
the track at 60 miles an bonr, was 375 feet
from the crosring. Did the molorist get
across’?

SoLuTION: Yer, the motoritt got across,
a beautiful marble cross purchared by bis
widow from bis insurance payments!

—From the Novfolk and Western Magazine.

-+f The Western Pacific Club















