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RANDOM... Views and Reviews

* First, we want to offer a verbal pat on the back to the young fellows in the Gen-
eral Office who, sporting the colors of the Western Pacific Club, are playing basket-
ball in the Industrial Division of the San Francisco Recreation Department. The
games are being played at Kezar Pavilion and we certainly admire the spirit of
such "diggers” as Bill Dunbar. Norman Jackson and Don Johnson. A couple of weeks
ago, our boys fought almost to a standstill a W.P. Fuller Co. team which had pinned
their ears ‘way back in a practice game some weeks earlier. And a verbal bouquet
to the small, but vocilerous, WP rooting section . . . "regulars” being Irene Bec-
ceria, Margery Bischoff, Edith Carter, Minette Pope, Roberta Stearns. Theodora
Alexander, Barbara Geddes, Walt Harper and R. A, (Sarge) Roderick.

Last month our space was so limited we were unable to record the retirement
of Millard F. (Bud) Ringgeld and Frederick Arthur Morgan, both of whom spent
many vears in WP service. "Bud” Ringgold, who retired July 31, was born at Belle-
vue, Idaho, in 1885 and began WP service as a chainman in 1917. Subsequently,
he served as rodman, ass't. engineer and roadmaster. While holding the laller post,
his health necessitated a leave of absence, lollowing which he went to Oakland
as assistant roadmaster, the job he was handling at retirement. Fred Morgan, who
retired as roundhouse foreman at Stockion on August 31, served the WP more than
25 vears. He was born at Meridian, Mississippi, in 1882, and started work for the
WP in 1922 as roundhouse foreman at Oroville. Later he moved to Portola in the
same capacity and then completed his career at Stockton. Pricr lo his WP service,
Fred worked for the Denver & Salt Lake, the Colorade Midland and the Laramie,
North Park & Western. We wish both "Bud' and Fred a full measure of health and
happiness in retirement.

by The Editer

Jack Boyer, a former GO employe, now with the Panama Railrcad, at Panama
City, paid us a surprise visit recently. We're mighty glad to note he seems to be
doing well. After o stint with the military in II, Jack decided Panama was for him.

Dorothy Knoles. secretary to John A. Sterner. division special agent at Sacra-
mento, was a GO visitor not so long ago. Apparently she dropped in conly to see
what made the chief special agent's office click.

Alan F. Williams, formerly our division engineer at Sacramento, is now with
the California Public Utilities Commission. On October 7th, he left on the Exposition
Flyer heading for the USC-Ohio State football game at Columbus. He umpired
the game. This trip gave the popular Al an opportunity to visit with some of his
many friends along the WP right of way.

We were delighted to hear from Bert ]. Simmons, retired maintenance of way
engineer, now living at Carmel. He likes our little effort, which elevates him even
further in our estimation! P. O. Box 2525 is his address at Carmel should you want
to send greetings.

The October, 1947, issue of "Railway Progress”, publication of the Federation
for Railway Progress, carries an interesting article about the Western Pacific by
Alex Streloff, financial writer for the San Francisco News. It's a history of our WP
wrapped up in two and a half pages . . . and it's optimistic!

National Flower Week runs from November 2 to the 9th. Flowers brighten our
little lives and this is a week for paying tribute to their beauty and the part they
play in our existence.

THE FREEDOM TRAIN is on its way. That's not news to you, but you may be
interested to know that at least a small portion of its tour will be over Western
Pacific rails—some time in the future. We believe The American Heritage Founda-
tion is doing a great job in reminding Americans of their heritage. We hope that
the display of these great historical documents will arouse in all loyal Americans a
determination that our democratic principles shall not lail; that our freedoms shall be
perpetuated. As rising prices have enveloped us so may our freedoms be liquidated
il our vigilance is not constant.

The "Train of Tomorrow,” by General Motors, will be on exhibit at Sacramento
on November 18 and at Stockton on November 19 and 20. A two-unit, 2,000 h.p. GM
Diesel-electric engine powers the train, consisting of a diner, day coach, sleeper and
observation car, with Vista Domes, 4 floor levels in the diner and the very latest
in modern travel conveniences. The train is attracting great public interest and augurs
well for the California Zephyrs when they make their debut in '48. This paragraph
contributed by Agnes Welch, of Sacramento.

Copyright, 1947, by The Western Pacific Club, Oviginal material appearing in this publication may
be reprimted provided proper credit i given 1o ""The Headlight'”,
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Christmas Seals and the
Fight Against Tuberculosis

* The National Tuberculosis Associa-
tion and its 3,000 affiliated organizations
throughout the country will launch their
41st annual Christmas Seal sale on No-
vember 24. Funds from the Seal Sale
are used by the organization to carry
ocut an effective and intensive campaign
to eradicate the white plague.

The Alameda County Tuberculosis
and Health Association located in Oak-
land, California, is typical of other local
organizations in the country whose pro-
grams to wipe out tuberculosis are
based upon the needs of the different
communities which they serve.

The Alameda County Association car-
ries on an extensive case-finding pro-
gram throughout the year. Free chest
X-rays are offered to all individuals 15
vears of age and over. The X-ray is one
of the main weapons used by local as-
sociations in their war on tubercu-
losis. It is the one way to find early TB
which unfertunately shows no outward
symptoms until the disease is well ad-
vanced. Under the auspices of the asso-
ciation, students in every high school in
Alameda County have had the oppor-
tunity to be X-rayed during the past
year. In the first six months of this year,
about 54,332 miniature X-rays were
taken by the Association. The organi-
zation recently appropriated $5,000 for
a tuberculosis research project now be-
ing conducted at Stanford University.
Another sum of $5,000 has been given
Fairmont Hospital, San Leandro, toward
the purchase of a 70 mm. X-ray unit.
This equipment will be used by resi-
dents in the smaller towns of Alameda
County.

Scholarships at the county lung clinic
have been awarded by the association
to three local doctors to increase their
knowledge of chest diseases. A total of
$50 a month has been allocated to Ar-
royo Del Valle, tuberculosis sanitorium
at Livermore, for the monthly publica-
tion of its magazine, The Arroyan. For
a number of years the organization has
paid for a health educator, three public
health nurses and clinicians on the stalf
of the Qakland Health Department, as
well as a Public Health Nurse in the
Alameda County Health Department
and a clinician in the City of Alameda.

Thus it is that Seal Sale dollars are
used by local associations, such as the
Alameda County Tuberculosis and
Health Association, to benefit the com-
munities which they serve. Seal sale
lunds are used in the interest of every
individual to make the nation a health-
ier place in which to live.

THE HEADLIGHT fe-

Frank Asprer

* Frank Asprer, dining car and hotel accountant in the general auditor's
office, passed away at San Francisco on October 2nd. He was 53 years old.

Born in Manila, P.1, Frank started for these shores to study for the priesi-
hood. He attended St. Mary's College and, after a course in law, was gradu-
ated. He also studied canon law in Rome.

He entered Western Pacific service November 12, 1917, as a clerk at Oak-
land and, on November 1, 1922, was transferred to San Francisco as dining
car and hotel accountant, the post he held until his death.

But there was much more in the life of Frank Asprer than these bare
facts. His personal popularity extended far beyond the confines of our gen-
eral office. All who have fished the Feather River, and they are legion, knew
Frank, or knew of him, for, in the Feather River Canyon, Frank was almost
a legendary figure. Tod Powell, in hiz column "The Woodsman” (San Fran-

cisco Chrenicle, October 4th) said . . .
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Frank Asprer were transported to Belden, in his beloved Feather River Can-
von, and there buried in a rustic, hillside cemetery, with Father Patrick Me-
Grath, of Quincy, officiating at the grave-side rites.

Frank Ferguson and Emmett Dillon, of the general auditor’s staff, accom-
panied the body to Belden, where Albert E. Miller, section foreman, John G.
Howard, foreman of tunnel gang No. 3, and their crews; together with Col.
McCrillis, WP Agent Charles Long and local residents, all friends of Frank’s,
joined in paying last respects to our good friend and asscciate.

"In all of the years over the counfry,
we have never known a finer angler,
or a more wholesome and generous
personality, than the 'Good Will Am-
baszader’ of the Western Pacilic, as
we have so often termed Frank in our
many years of fishing excursions with
the great little chap.

“Asprer knew more about fishing the
Belden-Storrie stretch of the North
Fork of the Feather River than any-
one who has ever cast into the stream.

“"The grand river and its fishing will
never seem the same again to this
writer. The memory of Frank Asprer
will be along every rock and rifile.
No one who.ever has been at Tobin,
Belden or Storrie will ever forget the
remarkable fellow; all will miss him,
and all will join me in most profound
respect to his mesmory.”

Following a Mass at St. Leo's, in
QOakland, October 9, the remains of

—W.CM.

Western Pacific Railroad Employe Retirements

Bostrom, Carl Robert
Cooper, Royal Shelton
Darlow, Thomas Clarence
Dawson, Longlellew G.
Ford, John D.

Gibson, Lovel H.
Grummett, Herbert Frank
Hardwick, Carrie Etta
Henderson, John Wesley
Houston, George
Johnson, John Jacob
Jochnson, William H.
Laster, Thomas B.
Manicucci, Peter |.
Morgan, Frederick Arthur
O'Meara, Leo Thomas
C'Northam, Bert
Peterson, Preston
Rankin, Walter Ray
Torasse, Luigi

Sales, John George
Shively, Noah D.
Skaggs, Gilbert

Stanisfer, William Donnelly

Steely, Victor Lee
Wallace, John F.
Wemmer, Clifford LeRoy

November, 1947

Tunnel Miner

Western Division

Brakeman Eastern Division
Machinist Sacramento
Telegrapher Sacramento
Brakeman Eastern Division
Conductor Eastern Division
Switchman Oroville
Telegrapher Eastern Division

Extra Gang Timekeeper
Chair Car Porter

Western Division
Western Division

Switchman Qakland

Trucker San Francisco
Switchman Portola

Engineer Eastern Division
Roundhouse Foreman Stockton
Telegrapher Hayward
Conductor Western Division
Waiter Western Division
Boilermaker Sacramento
Boilermaker Oroville

Cooper OCakland
Machinist Helper Sacramento
Carman Helper Elko

Brakeman Western Division
Carman Sacramento
Switchman Oroville
Engineer Western Division
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* We welcome to San Francisco, members of the
American Railway Magazine Editors’ Association, who
are holding this year's convention in our fair city. This
group includes editors of the varicus railway maga-
zines from all parts of the United States, and we are
greatly honored in that they chose to travel over the
Western Pacific on their trip to the Bay area, being escorted by our own "Head-
light” editor, Walter Mittelberg, who is serving as general convention chairman.

A “father's” work is never done . . . for we recently learned Howard Yager
(Interline Bureau-AF&PA) has been working at the office during the day and then
assisting at night, The night duties are . . . (well), Howard became « proud father
last October lst, when a little lad arrived at the East QOakland Hospital, weighing
7Yo lbs., by the name of . . . "Keith Grady Yager.”

Tena B. Webster (Traffic-retired) returned to the Bay region, from lar away
North Carclina . . . and being a true Western Pacific employe (through and through),
she arrived on October 3rd on our train . . . "Exposition Flyer”. Qur latest report is
that she is visiting her sister at Napa, Calif., but will shortly arrange residence
in San Francisco. Welcome home—Tena.

We also recently learned that Mrs. Albright, wife of Allen Albright (AF&PA)
was in the hospital recently for a major operation, but are glad she is deing nicely,
having returned home—and we hope for a complete recovery.

More babies . . . for Freddie Baroni (Gern. Auditors) who became a father for
the second time—when daughter “Darlene Denier Baroni” announced her arrival
at the St. Joseph's Hospital at 11:15 a.m. on Sept. 23rd, weighing 7 lbs. 14 oz. An
interesting parallel . . . Darlene’s sister, Michele, was born on May 15th, 1945 at
11:30 a.m., and also weighed 7 lbs. 14 oz.

Traffic Department marriages continue . . . for on October 4th at 4 p.m. Lillias
Axtelle Downes became the bride of George Hall, at the First Congregational
Church, Oakland, Calif. After a short honeymoon, Lillias will return to work (and
a promotion) as secretary to W. G. Curtiss (AFTM). We extend our "dual” con-
gratulations, and many wishes for a happy future.

At 2 p.m. on October 2nd, at the Church of the Advent, San Francisco, Calif.,
Ruby Cecille Nash (Traffic) strolled down the aisle to the altar, where she and
John Gore (Traffic) exchanged marriage vows. The bridal couple quickly dashed
away on their honeymoon . . . (destination unknown), but took with them the best
wishes of their many friends for continued happiness.

We are sorry to learn of the recent illness of Mrs. Ida Knox. wife of Ernest Enox
(Oakland Roundhouse), but glad to hear she is showing great improvement under
the doctoring of Dr. Robert Thomson. We understand she has been placed upon
a strictly “milk and cream diet”, which is the same diet as previously prescribed
for Ernest about a year ago. I'll wager a good plate of meat and potatoes, with «
vegetable, will be mighty welcome.

Last October 10th, Hareld Blaine {(Gen. Auditors) waited at the altar for the
arrival of Cora Selley. where they promised each other to “Love, honor and ete.”
at the First Baptist Church, San Francisco. We express our wish for many happy
vears of married bliss.

On October 18th—Madelyn Blanchflower (Gen. Auditors) left on a three weeks
leave of absence . . . and we learn that during that time, will be married (haven't
confirmed yet whether Lake Tahoe or Reno was the setting) to William Branding
of Burlingame, Calil. We extend our very best wishes, and hope their happiness will
continue for years to come.

Emmett "Grandpa” Dillon (Payrell Accts.) confirms report that daughter Agnes
"Sis" Maysenhalder (formerly Car Record) gave birth to a second son on August
16th at St. Joseph's Hospital. The youngster—"Ronald John” weighed in at 7 lbs. 11
oz. Glad to hear mother and son doing fine, and that father, Eenny--can now stop
pacing the floor (at least at the hospital). )

Last month Grace Rosing (Traffic) resigned and immediately left for New Or-
leans, La., where she will embark on October 3lst upon the S.S. Del Norte for Rio de
Janeiro, from which port she will beard the Dutch steamer "Ruys” for final destina-
tion of Harrismith, Union of South Africa. Grace is going to visit her uncle, Louis
Rosing (whom she has never seen) who is in the grain and milling business. She
hopes to have a pleasant voyage, and we hope so too, at least for her sake.

After concluding his talk 'at the Lions Club, in Brentwood, Calif. on Sept. 29th
during "Newspaper Week'—Tom Brown (Publicity Mgr.) was asked by Edgar M.
Allen, editor of the Brentwood News, if he was related to Jim J. Hickey (Passenger
Agent-San Francisco). Tom's quick reply was . . . "Yes, via the payroll.” Tom actu-
ally spoke the truth, and many of us are related . . . through the medium of the
payroll.

After being employed by the Western Pacilic for almost 12 years, our good
friend . . . Cornelius Murphy (Car Record) left the Company on October 20th {upon
a year's leave of absence), and henceforth will be on the payroll of the Public
Utilities Commission of the State of California, where he will operate machines
similar to those now used in our Car Record Dept. We wish "Connie' the best of
success, and hope he has time for a “3210 Special” in the not too distant future.

We just learned that Mary Corven, daughter of John Corven (Asst. Aud. Misz
Eccts.) became engaged on October 14th to Marty Bjork. John fully approves of
Marty, stating he is a wondertul fellow. Understand their wedding plans are indefi-
nite, but we'll wager the date will be sometime during "June,” which is the usual
choice of . . . brides-to-be.

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND
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Western Division Notes
By Agnes Welch

* "Life is wonderful,” Lester Merrison
reiterated emphatically one morning in
October while gazing fondly at the cb-
ject of his alfection . . . a spankin’ new
marocn Ford club coupe (it could be
June in January, thoughl). Well, anyway,
to go on with the story: Art Bailey
walked into the office Oct. 14 wearing a
broad smile and announced he had
just taken delivery of a new l-ton panel
Ford V-8 truck, which has been on order
some time for the water service depart-
ment. Johnny Ressi iz beaming happily
because his Ford coupe has fallen heir
to a new meotor and is running like a
top; Ed Lindley is as pleased as Punch
over the fine new paint jcb Gene Good-
rum put on his Chevie; and Don Rich-
mond’'s new green Buick is a delight to
the eve and is as smooth as satin
ribbon.

In quest of a little yarn for the paper,
1 inquired recently of an attractive
young lady where she got those lovely
gardenias pinned so jauntily in her light
brown hair (Jeannie?). She retorted
promptly "Der’'t get nosey, bub; you
ought to know!" I came back, weakly,
“Is that a fact?”’ Said she, "Yes, period.”
A little confusion exists here, but hope
time will tell, or that one of those non-
communicative little daisies will at last
speak up and clarify this situation.

"Way back on Sept. 25, a dinner was
given LaVerne Kohls Williams, who was
narried in Reno on Sept. 6, at one of Sac-
ramento’'s popular restaurants. Attend-
ng from the superintendent's office were
Elizabeth Helmick, Mildred Griesheimer,
Blanche Dennis Lower. Dorothy Mevyers,
Jean Miller, Marie Kistle, Betty Lander-
man. Jane Patterson. Elaine Forrett,
Marion Selders. Colleen Whitaker, Mil-
dred Wingate. Clarisse Doherty, Maxine
Naisbitt and your reporter. LaVerne re-
ceived a pressure cooker at the dinner.
Previously she was given an electric
percolator by other members of the of-
fice staff.

“Zephyrs,” “Derailers,” “Flyers” and
“Express” ore not names of new trains
this time, but of Winter League bowling
teams recently organized by WP em-
sloyes (all depts.) in Sacramento. Space
limitations make it impossible to give
the names of the bowlers and early re-
sults. Maybe that "dope’ will make the
next issue.

We're glad to see Chief Dispatcher
Grant Allen back on the job alter a
month's illness; also glad to report that
Evelyn Richardson. stenographer, is
convalescing after an automobile acci-
dent and hopes to be back on the job
November 15.

Roadmaster Bruce McNeill spent his
vacation profitably by painting the en-
tire exterior of his house. There's an old
adage that a change is as good as a
rest and I'm inclined to believe it . . .
that is, up to a certain point.

- The Western Pacific Club















