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one match can ruin a méillion trees

RANDOM... Views and Reviews

* We're a little self-conscious in this new spot, but we're betting that won't
last long!

Oune tree can make a million matches . . .

by The Editor

_ The nationwide Community Chest drives begin this month. Prepare to dig a
little deeper when the Chest volunteer worker puts in his or her appearance. Help
those who can’t help themselves. You'll feel better about it.

Arthur Petersen did a great job as president of The Western Pacific Club during
his term of office ended September 15. And the man who gave him such fine sup-

pmi;, 'l}jmothy Moran, succeeds him in the presidency. Our hearty congratulations
to both.

Our printer (who is really a fine fellow) thoroughly butchered our ‘graph in
last month's Random where we were bragging (a little) about our mixed team's
bowling in a San Francisco summer league. Just for the record, we won 11 of the
last 12 games, jumped from ninth to third place—one game behind the winner!
And we said Ediths (not Edithe) because there are two of them . . . Carter and
Loeffler. Not only that, we won bronze medals!

Dr. Alson R. Kilgore. cur chief surgeon, did himself and the Western Pacific
proud in an address to the members of the Pacific Railway Club at the St. Francis
Hotel, San Francisco, September 11. Clearly and concisely he dwelt on the work
done by and the cost of our railroad hospital departments. His sense of humor and
the clarity of his remarks claimed the complete attention of his audience.

Walter Jensen, who was secretary to Ass't. to Gen'l. Mgr. Henry Fegley for a
yvear, has left us to teach political science and gecgraphy at the Ventura Junior
College. Walter, ¢ UCLA graduate, tock several years post graduate work at
UC-Berkeley.

Do you know anyone, revenue passengers of course (!), planning to come West
or go East; or maybe some friend of yours in business who's locking for good
carload or lcl freight service? If so, rush to the nearest “tip card.” fill it out and
turn it in. Qur traffic department will do the rest. We need the business, if only to
pay that extra 15Y;c per hour!

Our cover photo, showing Tooele Valley Railway engine 12 and train in
silhouette, was made by “"Bob” Searle, of our GO traffic department, some seven
yvears ago. Bob says rain was falling on him and the train, but beyond the dark
clouds the sun was shining on the mountains in the background. We dedicate
this effort to Bill Graham, WP agent at Warner!

In his recent "Rip Van Winkle” ad., Robort R. Young tock a nasty pot-shot at
western railroads in particular. He was critical about their freight train speeds.
ODT Director Johnson cited the national average of 16 mph, compared to C&O's
15.3 during first half ‘47, Johnson also cited UP's 19.9; Santa Fe's 19.8, MP's 18.1;
Burlington’s 16.6; and SP's 15.7. Since he failed to, we'll cite WP's 20.5 mph for the
same period! Any further questions?

October 5 to 11 . . . "National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week™ and
“Fire Prevention Week.” Food for thought.

Dr. James D. Coulter, head surgeon of our Portola Hospital, and William G.
(Bill) Howell (and Mrs, H.), trainmaster at Portola, were San Francisco visitors
last month.

And, while we're in the Feather River Canyon, the Hudson Publishing Company.
905 Sixth Street, Sacramento 14, California, has issued a Feather River Wonderland
Campers' and Sportsmen’s Guide for 1947-48. It's a handy size, roughly 4x8 inches,
with sixty pages, including maps. You'll want one of these guides if you plan a
irip inte the Feather River country.

About this 6%, return for which the railroads are campaigning: We've heard
some obviously uninformed railrooders assuring each other that railroad stock-
holders don't need a 6% return. What is this? Who said anything about a 6%
return to stockholders? The 6% return asked is on money invested in plants devoted
to transporiation purposzs. On that money, they earned 234% in '46; on all prop-
erty investment 2.19%. Incidentally, 54.67%, of total operating revenues in '46 went to
employes as compensation (average per employe $3,068.91—63% higher than '39
and 11% higher than ‘45. In this nutty world of spiraling wages and prices, no one
begrudges the employes their increased income, but we do think they should
solidly back a decent rate of return to the railroads, not only to meet increased
wages and costs, but to permit greater investment in road and equipment . . .
me dernization. That will help all railroaders. And an over-all railroad management
with sense enough to reduce its total funded debt by 3l billions, which was
accomplished through 1945 from the high of the "30s, deserves a pat on the back—
not some of the stuff we've been hearing. Think it over.

In conclusion, which is a good place to get, the Dept. of Justice (?) has attacked
raiiroad rates on wartime shipments of explosives and ammunition. The record
shows the railroads made certain concessions in these rates, which were approved
and accepted as reasonable by the War and Navy Departments. Justice will prevail,
we think!
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Anna D. Shuster Retires

%* Anna D. Shuster, one of Western Pa-
cific's very earliest employes, will re-
tire this month from the general freight
traffic department at GO

Anne (as we know her, rather than
Annal) is a native Californian, born at
Stockton April 6, 1883. Her first employ-
ment with WP began in September,
1806, as a stenographer in the law de-
partment, and ended a year later. After
a lapse of ten years, she returned to
us in October, 1917, as a stenographer
in the traffic department, where she
stayed thirty years. For the 15 years
prior to retirement Anne held the post
of head file clerk in the tralfic depart-
ment.

Her many [riends gathered at one of
San Francisco’s restaurants on Septem-
ber 27th for a testimonial luncheon and
to present Anne with a handsome gold
ring in token of their affection. With
them, we join in wishing Anne Shuster
good health and much happiness for
the future.

Walter R. Groom Retires;
Arthur D. Thatcher Appointed
Chief Special Agent

* Walter B. Groom, our chief special
agent and claim agent, ended more
than 36 vears of Western Pacific service
by retirement on September 30th. Born
near Palmer, Washington County, Kan-
sas, January 29, 1878, he joined the
Western Pacific organization as chief
special agent June 6, 1911 holding that
post until retirement.

Arthur Douglas Thatcher, who suc-
ceeds him, was born at Los Angeles
January 10, 1906, and began his West-
ern Pacific service as a patrolman on
November 2, 1927.

To Walter Groom, our best wishes for
happiness in retirement and to Arthur
Thatcher cur hearty congratulations.

Pay As You Go

* Our company, in cooperation with
local banks, now offers passengers the
opportunity to pay for their transporta-
tion and incidental travel expenses
through a monthly payment plan.

Application for loan may be made at
our ticket offices at San Francisco, Oak-
land, Stockton, Sacramento or Salt Lake
City. The passenger fills out a simple
application for a lecan. When credit is
approved, usually within 24 hours, and
faster in an emergency, the bank pays
the railroad for the tickets, rail and
Pullman, and sends the passenger a
check for the amount covering inciden-
tal travel expenses.

The passenger repays the bank the
funds advanced, in convenient monthly
payments over a period of 3 to 15
months. The interest charged is $6.00
per hundred per annum.

An interesting feature of the plan is
that the borrower iz covered by life in-
surance for the repayment. This means
that in case of death of the borrower,
his obligaticn to the bkank, insofar as
the travel loan is concerned, is can-
celled and no further payments on the
loan will be required.

THE HEADLIGHT -

Any Old Lanterns???

* In the northeastern corner of West
Virginia, at the Maryland state line,
you will find a community named Key-
ser. Here, in the Allegheny Mountains,
on the north branch of the Potomac
River, live some six thousand people.
One of them is Thomas Bess, M.D.

Dr. Bess claims not to be a hobbyist,
but he is a collector—of old-type rail-
road lanterns. He already has a small
collection on exhibit in a log cabin on
Route 50, one of West Virginia's main
highways. His is not a money-making
scheme; just the thought that, before
these old-style lanterns completely dis-
appear, a group of them be gathered
for posterity. Under the circumstances,
though willing to pay for shipping costs,
he cannot offer to buy the lanterns.

From each railroad he would like to
get at least one of these lanterns, com-
plete with glass globe—the color does
not matter, and is agreeable to the
donor placing on the lantern any in-
scription or identification desired.

Included in Dr. Bess' practice are
many railroaders, some of whom have
contributed lanterns to the collection.
To us, it sounds like a good idea to
have the Western Pacitic, the Sacra-
mento Northern and the Tidewater
Southern represented in the collection
viewed each year by the many who
visit the doctor's cabin. If you agree,
and will donate an old lantern of two
or three decades ago, will you contact
the editor of The Headlight?

Michigan to California with
A Car of Welch's

* Under that caption, John Burks, of the
Welch Grape Juice Company traffic de-
partment, wrote a rather interesting
story appearing in the Summer 1947 is-
sue of HARVEST, a quarterly issued by
the Welch Company.

It narrates the trip of car CP 237561,
loaded with 1,810 cases of orange mar-
malade, from the Welch plant at Law-
ton, Michigan, to San Jose, California,
with a stop at Sacramento for partial
unloading, routed NYC-CB&Q-DA&RGW-
WP. Though in condensed form, the
story is a box car's view of what a pas-
senger would see following that route.

The car left Lawton on April 3rd; was
out of Chicago on the 7th; reached WP
rails the afternoon of the 10th, enjoyed
a week-end at Sacramento and was
spotted at San Jose the morning of the
15th.

The Welch company, established in
1869, produces not only grape juice, but
orange marmalade, tomato juice, apple
juice, grapelade, and strawberry,
cherry, red raspberry, seedless black-
berry, and seedless raspberry preserves.
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Timol+hy A. Moran New

President of Western
Pacific Club

* Timothy A. Moran, of our GO treas-
urer’'s office, was elected president of
The Western Pacific Club on September
15th.

Edith E. Carter (traffic department)
last year's secretary, was elected lst
vice president; Vernon Geddes (ac-
counting department) 2nd vice presi-
dent; Eugene A. Macomber (freight trai-
fic agent) treasurer; William A. Tussey,
{secretary to VP&GM), secretary; Rita
Connolly (transportation department),
assistant secretary; and directors elect-
ed were Arthur W. Carlson, bridge en-
gineer; Emmett Dillon, head payroll
clerk; William R. Dunbar, TC rate clerk;
Mildred Nielsen, general quditor's of-
fice; Arthur Petersen, head statistical
clerk; and Frank Rauwolf, freight claim
inspector.

Gifts were presented to outgoing
president, Arthur Petersen; treasurer,
Jonathan Morgan; and secretary, Edith
Carter, together with verbal bouquets
which they earned.

Ex-Prexy Petersen Reports

It has been both a pleasure and a
privilege to have served as President of
the Western Pacific Club for the past
Yyear.

Due to various and increased sources
of income in this past year, we were
able to increase the Club’s activities.

A golf tournameni was held, Christ-
mas dance, both our seitball and
basketball teams were financed; gave
financial aid to the girls’ bowling
tearn attending the W.ILB.C. tournament
at Grand Rapids, Michigan; financial
aid to the men's teams attending the
ABC tournament at Los Angeles, our
first semi-formal dance at the St. Fran-
cis Hotel and joint W.P. Club and W.P.
R.R. picnic at Happy Hollow.

To the outgoing officers of the West-
ern Pacific Club, its Board of Directors
and to the chairmen and members of
the various committees, my sincere ap-
preciation for their hard work in mak-
ing the above activities successful.

To the editor and to the staff of The
Headlight my best wishes for continued
growth and success of the Western Pa-
cific Club magazine and may they con-
tinue their views and policies in the
future as they have in the past, for
these are also the views and policies of
the Western Pacific Club members.

On behalf of the officers of the West-
ern Pacific Club who served with me,
our thanks to the management of the
W.P.R.R. for their moral and other sup-
port which also helped make the Club's
activities a success.—Arthur Petersen
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% When the “Riviera Restaurant” located at Union and
Stockton Sts., San Francisco, opened last September
27th, it could easily have been re-named “The
Cagna's”, for we understand through Olga Cagna
(Law Dept.) that her cousin is manager and a partner-
ship owner, and that “Daddy” Cagna is the Chel. Olga
jokingly stated she had hoped to handle the dish-washing position but after seeing
those enormous sized pots and pans . . . she resigned before commencing.

Last month we were concerned about the non-appearance of Mrs. and Hareld
Heagney (AF&PA) at our aennual picnic, but have since determined the reason . . .
they were vacationing in the Pacific Northwest (Victoria Island and the Puget
Sound area) where they caught considerable—good sized salmon. Yes . . . we mean
“they”, and if you don't believe me, ask Harcld.

We also missed seeing at the picnic, the Hal Nordberg (For. Frt.) family, and
by that we mean, wife, Edna—and their three youngsters—Diane, Ellen and Billy.
However, we now learn (they) were moving into their new home in Menlo Park,
Calif. We know the new location will prove maore satisfactory to all concerned,
especially the youngsters.

Last "Fourth of July” . . . Frank Schmalenberger (Traffic) started on a trip to
Boulder Creek, Calif. but met with misfortune on the way when another car smashed
into his automobile. The repairs required 45 days (straightening out kinks, etc.)
and on the day Frank was inside the garage arranging for release of the car . ..
“S-M-A-S-H,” a truck ran into the back of it {out front) which required further
repairs. Too bad, Frank, but suggest you just keep the car off the street entirely.

Donald Cathcart (formerly Gen. Aud —mow with Gamberison Green Lumber
Co.) dropped into the office the other day to proudly inform me—their family had
been enlarged last August 20th by the addition of another son . . . “Michael Kent
Cathcart” weighing 7 lbs. 10 oz. Mike out-weighed his brother Donald (age 2l
yvears) by one-half ounce (7 lbs. 915 oz.).

At acbout 5 p.m. on September 7th . . . Margaret Ethel Patsey (Car Record)
adorned in a very beautiful white satin wedding gown, strcde down the aisle at
the Post Chapel of the Presidioc, San Francisco, to the altar—where shortly there-
after she exchanged marriage vows and became the bride of Gene Littel Powers.
Following a reception given by Marge's parents . . . Mrs. Rose and Arthur Petersen,
the bridal couple dashed away to Lake Tahoe for their honeymocon, after which
they will reside in Alameda, Calif. We join their many friends in extending our
very best wishes and blessings for o happy future.

Last August 19th—the telephones and PBX services were better than perfect,
and the happy voice we heard on the telephone exchange was that of Hazel
Wochos (Chief Operator) who had been receiving “"Happy Birthday” greetings
from all her many friends. Incidentally, the enlargement of the "Telephone Depart-
ment” office, could have been counied as a 'birthday present’ from the management.

On Sunday September 14th, Boyd Sells (Traific) went into the surf near Half
Moon Bay—and while swimming a short distance beyond the breakers he came
“face to face” with an ocean-going “sea lion.” Both were frightened and quickly
ducked below the surface and . . . neither have seen each other again.

Qur Western Pacific Basketball team has been formulated for participation in
the Industrial League Class "C" division with games being played at Kezar. Capt.
Bill Dunbar (Traffic) advises he has the following players: Jimmy Mills, Ernie Lam-
bert and Jerry Lillis (AF&PA) Temple Broaz (Frt. Claim), Bob Ahlgrim and Norman
Jackson (Treas. Dept.), Don Johnson (8th & Brannan), Charlie Alexander and
Johnnie Dullea (Traffic). Axel Rintala (Treas.) will handle the coaching duties and
Vemon Geddes (AF&PA) will manage the team.

This may surprise a lot of us—but cur good friend Tena B. Webster (Traffic—
retired) has deserted our fair city of San Francisco and is now residing in West
Asheville, N. C. Knowing Tena, we are sure she will not pick up any of that
“suth’'rn twang” in her speech.

Just found out Minette Pope (Treas. Dept.) met a certain boy on a blind date
sometime ago, and being such a nice fellow—they have been going 'steady’ ever
since. We now learn the boy is . . . Johnnie Nelin (a former W. P. employe).

In our last month’s issue of the "Headlight, Walter Mittelberg gave us a very
complete article (including pictures) concerning John Cobb's “Railton Mobil
Special” racing car, but it seemed even more important on September 16th when
we read of the “394.196 miles per hour” speed attained on the Bonneville Salt Flats,
Utah. Our "Headlight” covered the scoop 2ven before it happened, only comitting
the actual speed. Incidentally, Reid Railton, the English engineer, who designed
the car, now resides in Oakland, Calif.

Barbecue steak dinners . . . were in order last month for on Sept. 14th Charlie
and Mary Rathburn (Treas. Dept.), Janie Hyland, Tim Moran and Ray Lee (all
Treas.), Dorothy Peck (Medical Dept.), Lou Jean Keller (Standard Oil) and 'yours
truly’ (Traffic), all made the jaunt to Adobe Creek Lodge, near Los Altos, Calif. for
their picnic outing. Then on Sept. 17th—Edith Carter, Edith Loeffler, Walt Mittelberg
and myself (all traffic), Janie Hyland (Treas.) and Frank Rauwolf (Frt. Claim)
went to Sigmund Stern Grove, San Francisco, for another "Bar-B-Que” steak dinner.
After eating our team received medals for finishing “third" in the standings of the
Mixed Bewling Tournament, sponsored by the 5. F. Recreation Department.

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND
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East Bay Notes

By Margery Glatt

* A lovely table lighter and cigarette
box was presented to Milton Young by
his fellow workers at the Oakland
Milten is in the
"Newlywed" class these days.

Freight House as

To our brand new bridegroom Don
Naylor was given a blanket along with
all of our best wishes for his future
happiness.

"We've arrived”—Judith Ann and
Gregory Collis weighing 5 lbs and 9
ozs; and 4 lbs 5l ozs., born August
27th, now established at the Marjorie
Woard residence. Needless to add, Mama
and Papa are just a litile smug about
the whole thing. ;

Other members on the “proud par-
ents” list last month are Den and Car-
ina Hillyer who welcomed an 8 Ib. 2
oz. baby boy on the 17th of August.
Their pride and joy will answer to the
name of Christopher Malcolm.

It's back to the old grind for Gus
Garcia, roadmaster’s clerk after vaca-
tioning in Sequoia National Park. It's
really not too bad, Gus, you still have
Christmas to look forward to! Looking
rested and full of pep is Elsie Bell alfter
her sojourn down South.

That character vou see strutting

around with a picture of something or
another is Ray Rich, who prolesses to
have bagged a deer on a recent hunt-
ing frip, so the picture—however, I
maintain you can't eat a picture!

After 47 years of railroading, Switch-
man John J. (Jack) Johnson retired Sep-
tember 21st. Jack and Mrs. are at a little
mountain retreat at Maton, foot of Mt
Lassen, where they plan to stay several
months. Jack first started his railroad
career on the Milwaukee in April 1900.
In the spring of 1908, he came to the
WP at Wendover and went from there
to the Colorado Midland Railroad. After
several attempts on various railroads,
Jeack returned once again to the Western
Pacific in 1916, at Stockton. It was in
February 1925, while working for the
Feather River Lumber Co. at Portola,
Supt. Coyle called him to work as an
engine foreman and this time he stayed
with the Western Pacific until his re-
tirement. While working on the North-
ern Pacific over the Rocky Mountains as
a brakeman, Jack was paid the magni-
ficent sum of $2.53 per day! We will all
miss Jack and to him we extend our
very best wishes for happiness cnd
well being in the years to come.

-+ The Western Pacific Club















