v

ight

m
q°;
P,

e
ad
i

-
Ry

».
i
g
ety
S

s e
Epdimas o dl L
e i

E e e
s o i

.. N
B T WEETE
Ly &

R
o R

g T

i

L

S
W i £
: G
Mmgmw%@m.w o

e

B
SR
G
.
R B
LTt
R

teg ot E

% o
e
e
A

.%.M@Q&ww%&. :
B

S
s

MIRROR LAKE AND BECKWOURTH PEAK - NEAR PORTOLA

RIDERS AND HORSES FROM WALTON'S GRIZZLY LODGE CAMP FOR BOYS



Tomorrow will be the rerults of today.
—Elbert Hubbard

Elaid

“THE PUBLIC BE . WHAT?” . .. On a recent trip East we found
that, though the war ended a year and a ha]f ago, many Pullman porters
and railroad trainmen are still enjoying “war hysteria” in their treatment
of passengers. Some of them even need training in plain, ordinary, every-
day manners. It’s true that many questions asked hy passengers enroute
may sound moronic to the all-knowing railroad employe, but since the
people asking the questions help pay our way, what possible harm can
there be in answering civilly and as intelligently as possible? Tt might
be well to remember that if there were no people to ask questions, there
would be no need for passenger trainmen and porters. The same applies
lo dining car stewards and tlicket sellers. And time-table preparers should
Lry to regard the public as a big boy now . stop showing arrival and
departure from certain points as exactl} the same time, paruculaﬂy when
a 5-minute, or more, stop is a practice. There are quite a few passengers
who know it’s almost impossible to stop at a station at 8:33 and depart
at 6:33! On the credit side of the ledger, we hear that one of the auto-
mobile companies in San Francisco vollmteered the mlghh pleasing in-
formation that practically all their dealers, particularly in the Sacramento
Valley territory. have spoken highly of Western Pacific service, not only
in actual railroad performance, but as well in the courteous attitude and
helpfulness of Western Pacific employes. We like to believe that WP
employes are always courteous and helpful, but when one of our patrons
volunteers such information it emphasizes what such an attitude really
means. It is probably the greatest asset of a railroad.

FRP ... Robert R. Young’s new Federation for Railway Progress
officially announces its purposes . .. 1) To inform the public about
all matters perlaining to American railroads, and particularly to keep
before them the facts regarding any deterrents to the full accomplish-
ment of the purposes of the Federation; 2) To modernize railroad
equipment and facilities and otherwise improve railroad passenger and
freight services so that the public will have available a more eflicient
transportation system in the interest of the national safety and the public
convenience; 3) To bring about an equitable balance among wages,
return on investment and rates in the railroad industry so that employes,
investors, and the shipping and traveling public will all receive fair
treatment; 4) To staff railroad management with progressive, energetic,
efficient personnel who have full umhdeme in the future of rdllroads-.
in the United States; and 5) To abolish monopolistic practices and
bring about the return of free enterprise to the railroad industry.

THE CROSSER BILL . This is the popular designation of the legisla-
tion recently amt&nding he Railroad Retirement Act, legislation (‘hlefl\
sponsored by the leaders of the railway brotherhoods. We've heard other
more recent names for this legislalion from some of the members of
those brotherhoods, but they wouldn’t look good in print. It appears
this legislation has “liberalized” payments under the Act . . . for in-
stance, instead of a death benefit of four percent of the individual’s
payments into the fund, the benefit now is merely payment of funeral
expenses, Again, phoney illness is encouraged. Further, benefits to
women employes resulting from acts which could not, by a considerable
stretch of the imagination, bear any relation to their railroad work.
There are many more such “liberalized” provisions, for which we have
the doubtful pleasure of anle-ing up another $2.50 per $100.00 of
earnings monthly. Oh. yes. male employes must still work until age
65, unless they want to take a reduced annuity. No, there’s no increase
in the annuity, except a negligible upping ol the minimum. Railroad
men can hardly be blamed for their milder designation of this bill as
the Double-Crosser bill!

Copyright, 1947, by The Western Pacific Club, Ovriginal matevial appearing in this publication may
be reprinted provided proper credit i5 given te ""The Headlight''.
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Christy Poster Helps
VFW Buddy Poppy Sale

* Painted by Howard Chandler Christy
over twenty vears ago as a contribution
dedicated "To My Buddies”, the inspir-
ing poster of one of the earliest Buddy
Poppy Sales will be featured again this
vear in connection with the 1947 ap-
peal of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

"l am most happy that the Veterans
of Foreign Wars are again using this
poster, painted shortly after the close
of World War I, for their Sale of Buddy
Poppies in 1947", said Mr. Christy, who
is himself an honorary member of the
VFW and has taken a consistent in-
tereat in its activities.

“Designed in its initial inspiraton as
a tribute to those gallant herces of a
generation ago who sacrificed life and
health on the altar of liberty, the poster

symbolizes, too, the unbroken thread
of patriotism which continues our Amer-
ican tradition and our American way
of life.

"The central figure of the poster sym-
bolizes the glorious spirit of our country,
triumphant and exalted, transcending
the background of battle. The crimson
poppies symbolize the brave courage
ot her sons, who gave their all in de-
fense of the aims and ideals for which
we as a nation stand.

"] feel, too, that the poster is doubly
significant in that the Buddy Poppies
for which the poster makes its appeal,
are the handiwork of disabled and
needy veterans and a portion of the
proceeds goes toward the maintenance
of the VFW National Home for Widows
and Orphans of Ex-Service Men. Each
of these tiny flowers is a ‘token that
America does not, and cannot, forget.
That was the message of my poster
in tribute to the boys of 1918 as it is
today to the boys of World War IL”

THE HEADLIGHT f-

Edward Wilson Mason,
Retired VP&GM, Dies
Suddenly at St. Helena

* Col. Edward W. Mason, whe retired
from active duty on December 31, 1946,
collapsed and died at St. Helena, Cali-
fornia, upon arrival there on March 26th
accompanied by Mrs. Mason. Western
Pacific associates and his innumercble
friends were shocked by his sudden
passing for he appeared to be in good
health and seemed to be thoroughly
enjoying retirement.

On the occasion of his retirement as
VPA&GM on July 1, 1946, The Headlight
covered the story of his career. He con-
tinued with the Western Pacific in an
advisory capacity as vice-president and
director until the end of the year. His
Northern Pacific and Western Pacific
career covered a span of fifty-three
He was born at Moberly, Mis-
gouri, in 1877.

Yyedars.

Editorially, in our January issue, at
the time of his {ull retirement, we spoke,
among other things, of the affection in
which the Colonel was held by Western
Pacific people. The memory of his
friendliness and hearty laugh will be
with us always.

As an expression of the feeling ol
the men on-line, we would like to quocte
a retired Western  Division engineer
following the passing of Col. Mason ...
“The men on the Western Pacific will
never know the friend they had in him.
I figured he was the best friend I had
among the officials on the road. His
door was always open to any of the
boys who wanted to see him. It didn't
make any difference whether it was
business or just a social call.”

On the Tidewa+er Southern

* George N. Lyon succeeded Jim Har-
kins as agent at Modesto. George
came to us from the Santa Fe, with
twenty vears of railroad experience.
He was agent for the Santa Fe and
the MG&ET at Empire, California. Al-
ready settled in a home at Modesto,
he does not have any home-hunting
worry in connection with the transfer.
With a daughter, Nancy, and a hobby
of photoghaphy, George weon't have
much spare time to indulge in the many
other activities the Valley has to offer.

Strictly Gl is the trainmaster’s office
of the TWS at Modesto! Trainmaster
Jack Kenady was an Army sergeant;
Vic Christenson, clerk, was a Navy
flyer; and Velma Hanson. steno-clerk,
was a Wave. Vic gives them the
“word'', instead of the train order. Jack
can use his sergeant’s training to ad-
vantage as a trainmaster! F.GL.

May, 1947_

Bert Hazlett Appointed
General Agent at Reno

* Elaborating on our brief announce
ment in the April issue covering Bert
Hazlett's appointment as general agent
at Reno, to succeed the late George L
Martin, effective April 1:

Bert was born in 1894 at Jewett, Illi-
nois, and, after grammar and high
school education, began his railroad
career with the Chicago & Eastern
lllinoiz Railroad, with which he was
associated more than seven years,
eventually becoming assistant agent at
Tuscola, Mlineois.

He served in the United States Army
during World War I and is the holder
of the Purple Heart for wounds re-
ceived in action.

On June 8, 1923, he entered Western
Pacific service in the operating depart-
ment at Elko, subsequently working at
Gerlach and at Winnemucca, where
he was local agent. In March, 1929, he
was appointed TF&PA at Salt Lake
City and on May 1, 1932, was trans-
ferred to Elko in the same capacity.
Except for fifteen months during World
War lI, when he was stationed at Ked-
die, Bert was continuously headgquarter-
ed at Elko until his recent appointment.

Well known throughout Nevada as
a capable railroader and a solo player
(ability open to debate), we predict
good reports from Bert in his new re-
sponsibility and extend to him, along
with his many friends, best wishes for
continued success.

Martin William Mikkelson

*Martin W. Mikkelson, general clerk
in the office of our auditor of payroll ac-
counts, retired in mid-April completing
seventeen years Sacramentc Northern
and Western Pacific service.

A native San Franciscan, born Aug-
ust 13, 1885, Martin began his SN ser-
vice April 1, 1930, as a stenographer
and was absorbed into the WP organi-
zation in the subsequent consolidation
of the SN-WP accounting departments.

Martin will now spend much of his
leisure at his summer home in La Hon-
da, though he recently bought a boat
and expects to spend some time on the
Sacramento River with his grandson—
fishing . . . and loafing! Added note:
When Martin and his bride went to
Honeolulu for their honevmoon, they
liked it so much they stayed ten years!
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