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I rerpect faith, but donbt 15 what gets you
an education.
Wilson Mizner

& Lrnid

WHAT GOES WITH THE RAILROAD DOLLAR??...And dont get
us wrong. We're nol crying “poor-mouth” or shedding tears over the
financial plight of the railroads. On the contrary. we believe the railroads
are in darned good condition . .. physically and financially, in spite of
low morale here and there! But what really goes with the Railroad
Dollar? Well, it says here—and by the people who know—that 51.5¢
of it went to us, the employes; 33¢ was expended for materials; 6.2¢
went to Federal, state and local governments [or taxes: 6.6¢ to investors
in railroad bonds (owned to a considerable extent by insurance compa-
nies and savings banks) and 2.7¢ was left for improvements to the
property and dividends to the stockholders, Does that add up to $1.007
If it does, all is well. And from where we sit it certainly looks as though
an awful lot of people participate in the railroad dollar!

LIFE-SAVING BLOOD ... Many employes at our general oflice have
trekked to the Irwin Memorial Blood Bank to donate blood and creale
a Western Pacific “bank”. It is not exaggerating to say that this bloed
has saved the lives of Western Pacific employes on al least a few oc-
casions. Nor is il exaggeration to suggest that YOU may be one of
those some day. The cupboard is now practically bare. We say “prac-
tically” because we’ve been told a few GO employes will again donate
blood shortly. At this writing, the bank is actually non-existent. Now,
the facts are that most of the blood used has been for other than gen-
eral office employes, yvet about 909 of the blood donations have come
from such employes. General Chairmen McCarthy (BRC), Whitman
(BLF&E), Meyers (BLE) and Harris (BRT) have promised assistance
in securing blood donations from transportation and other employes
outside GO. Transportation will be provided between the general office
and the blood bank. How about it, ladies and gentlemen?

-AND SUDDEN DEATH ... The mounting death toll from traffic acei-
dents throughout the nation should horrify every individual with an
iola of common sense—yet the “merry” joust with death continues.
The record of our own San Francisco is no bargain and. as we've pointed
out before, streetcar motormen and bus and truck drivers play a major
role in this senseless drama. On January 13th, a streetcar molorwoman
ran her car through a red light at one of the city’s busiest intersections,
ramming another streetcar, killing a man standing in a safety zone and
causing injuries to fourleen other persons. Under a picture of the acci-
dent, the San Francisco Chronicle’s caption writer said the No. 4 car
“went inexplicably through a red light"—the italic face is ours. But
anyone driving on San Francisco’s streets can, in the course of an hour
or two, note dozens of such violations—many of them directly under the
noses of police officers. Now the city is aroused; now the police are going
to act. We hope so!

ONCE UPON A TIME...There was a puerile impression abreoad that
the average worker was incapable of constructive criticism or advanc-
ing any ideas worth consideration. It has been our pleasant experience
to discover the fallacy of such thinking. Often the ideas offered are
impractical, for one reason or another. Sometimes, though, they are
problem-solvers. Almost always they are thought-provoking, which is
good. Many times we've been approached by those who firmly believe
they have the answer to this or that. We want to make it clear that
the columns of our publication are open to all employes of the Western
Pacific and afliliated companies who have anything constructive to offer,
be it critical or otherwise. If offered in good faith. it will be welcome.
The only qualification we make is that anonymous contributions will
be ignored.
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"was all about

Vista Domes in 1829

% [t was a man in Boston, named R. F.
Morgan, back in 1828, who really had
the first word about vista dome rail-
road cars. While the talk that year
strap iron
rails on wooden stringers, five-foot
gauge and horses for power, Morgan
blithely conceived the idea for a sleep-
ing car.

The American Traveller, on April 14th,
1829, ran an enthusiastic article, with
photographs and elaborate plans, de-
scribing the proposed “land barge',
which, they stated, “will
idea of oll the conveniences and com-
fort which belong to the best steam
boats."”

stone ties,

furnish an

The car was to be two stories high
and would have a promenade deck
with seats, covered by an awning. Not
only was Morgan’s car impracticable
because of its size, but to make it even
more complicated, and making no al-
lowance for bridges and tunnels, he
pictured it with a cupela on top, sur-
mounted by a flagpole!

Current talk about proposed sight-
seeing decks on some of our future
streamliners would seem to indicate
that some of Morgan's "fantastic” ideas
may be carried out.

Reproduced from Cherapeake & Ohio's
TRACKS by express permirsion of Editor
T. B. O'Meara.

Arthur Garfield
Woodward Retires

* Arthur G. Woodward, Eastern Divis-
ion engineer, retired on December 31st,
1946, ending 36 years and 4 months
of Western Pacific service.

Born at Gilroy, California, December
15, 1881, he entered WP service as a
fireman on August 12, 1810, and was
promoted to engineer October 21, 1918,

" SHE CAN'T STAND TO RIDE BACKWARDS,” .

THE HEADLIGHT f-

California's Centennial Celebrations: 1947

* With the centennial of California’s admission (in 1850) to statehood in the
Union not far off, considerable thought is being given to the proper celebration
of that historic event, as well as the observation of the many centennials which
occur from ‘46 to ‘50. The years 1846 to 1850 are studded with historical occasions
in the early growth of California.

Compiled from Phil Townsend Hanna's “California Through Four Centuries”,
the California State Chamber of Commerce lists many memorable dates during
the years 1846 through 1850 in its "Centennial Celebrations” brochure. We didn't
have this in time to give you the 1846 dates, but we are listing those for 1847
and, as time goes on, will add 1848-49 and 50.

January 8 : Battle of San Gabriel fought at Paso de Bariolo on San Gabriel
River, just north of Whittier, between California forces and Ameri-
cans. Americans victcrious. :

January 9 : First issue of first newspaper in San Francisco, the "California Star”,
published by Samuel Brannan and E. P. Jones, its editor. Battle of
La Mesa, at southeastern Los Angeles, engaged in by California
forces and American soldiers. Last engagement of American con-
guest.

January 10: American forces reconquered Los Angeles and raised American flag,

which had been removed during revolt of Com. Jose Maria Flores.

Gen. Andres Pico and Lt Col. John C. Fremont signed articles of
capitulation at Rancho Cahuenga, terminating all hostilities be-
tween Californians and Americans.

January 13:

January 19; Fremont assumed office of first American civil governor of California.

Volunteer Mormon Battalion arrived at San Diego to aid operations
of Army of the West. They garrisoned at San Diego, San Luis Bay
and occupied Los Angeles.

January 29:

March 1 : Fremont deposed as civil governor and succeeded by Gen. Stephen

W. Kearney.

First detachment of First New York Volunteers, recruited in New
York as part of Army of the West, arrived in San Francisco. Since
hostilities were ended, they were employed in garriscning San Fran-
cisco, Monterey, Santa Barbara, Las Paz, in Baja California.

March 6 :

Epril15: N. P. Trist appointied commissioner to Mexico for purpose of negoti-

ating for right-of-way across Isthmus of Tehuantepec.

May 16: First formal services held at San Francisco by Rev. James H. Wil-

ber, of Oregon Methodist Mission.

May 3l: Col. Richard B. Mason placed in charge of all military forces in the
territory and appointed acting governor pending Gen., Kearnv's

journey to Washington.

July 4 : Fort Moore, in Los Angeles, dedicated in honor of Capt. Benjamin

D. Moore who was killed in battle of San Pascual.

BAugust 22; Fremont placed under arrest and faced court-martial for insubordi-

nation. Controversy started which has not been settled to this dav.

First steamship in California waters, the Sitka, made its trial run
in San Francisco Bay.

November 15:

Thus ended the second year of California’s determined march to statehood.

Rail Lines Reduce Geneva, Utah-Pacific Coast Steel Rates

*Western Pacific's Traffic Vice-President Henry E. Poulterer announced, on Janu-
ary 10th, that at a meeting of interested rail line representatives, held in Chicage
that day, it was concluded to publish a rate of $9.60 per ton on steel moving from
Geneva, Utah, to San Francisco Bay points via the Denver & Rio Grande Western
Railroad or the Union Pacific Railroad to Salt Lake City, thence Western Pacific.

A rate of §9.60 per ton to Portland and $10.80 per ton to Seattle will also be
published via Denver & Rio Grande Western, Western Pacific and Great Northern.

This action by the rail lines was in response to request for a rate of $8.00 per
ton, which, when increased by the amount granted the rail carriers by the ICC effec-
tive January I, produces $9.60 per ton. The new rate represents a reduction from the
old rate of $14.00 per ton from Geneva to the San Francisco Bay area and is a
forward step in the development of a steel industry in the West, following, as it
does, recent establishment of Geneva as a price basing point on steel.

The result of these two actions will be to lower steel prices on the Pacific Coast
and will undoubtedly have a far-reaching effect on the industrial econemy and
growth of the West. W.CM.
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* Last December 28th—someone stole Dave Copen-
hagen’s (CC-John Coupin's office) automcbile and
neatly removed both doors, radio, spare tire, good
tools (left the poor ones), then reparked the car on
Park Ave., Oakland, Calif. on the same street about
a mile from where it had been stolen. Dave now uses
the tow rope (which the thieves overlooked) to tie his two boys in the car when
on an automobile jaunt, because “doors” for the car cannot be begged, borrowed
or... (alright) they can be “stolen”.

Mrs. Helen Kuntz (Industrial Dept) sauntered into the office on January Znd
with a very neat looking bandage just above her left eye. Upon inquiry we
learned “three stitches” were required to close the cut. However, while the
accident happened on New Years Day, it was perfectly legitimate and the date
had nothing to do with the occasioned mishap.

Forgot to mention it previously—but once again “Diaper Duties” have been
added to the Nerdberg household, when little “Ellin Elaine” weighing 7 lbs 12 oz.
arrived last November 26th. Edna and Hal are already the proud parents of twc
other youngsters ... Dianne and Billy.

We are happy to see Beth Deatherage {Law Dept) has returned to the office and
hasn't lost her ever-ready smile nor her personality-plus. We can thus conclude
her recent operation was as the doctors would state ... "a success”.

Received a nice Christmas card from our former editor of the Headlight ... Albert
Bramy. While endeavoring to determine his home address by numbers, wasn't
very successful, but I did find out (throngh Josephine Bein-Trans Dept) that the
Bramy family has been enlarged to include “two children”. In any event, we hope
Albert hasn't forgotten the old days when “news is news”, so when the family
becomes "five™ ... he'll tell us cbout the event.

Last month happened to meect Jack Kearns (formerly Traific Manager for the
S.T.&E. Ry-Stockton, Calil.), who is now enjoving a life of leisure following his
retirement. He asked tc be remembered toc all his old friends at the Western
Pacific, so | am conveying his wishes through the medium of this column. Jack,
is a brother of Tom Kearns. our Auditor of Frt. & Pass. Accts., and the uncle
of young Tommy Kearns (formerly Traftic Dept).

Tommy Kyle (City Pasgr Office) slammed out, pushed over or kicked down. ..
anvhow, came up with a sizzling “652 series” in the Second Round, and a "585
series” in the Third Round of the News Diamond Medal Tournament last Janu-
ary, to lead the Downtown Bowl's Class III entrants. His efforts have rewarded
him with $5.00 in sguad money besides placing him in top spot with a nine
game total of 1769—and a very good chance of placing in the finals for the
coveted Weilands Memeorial Trophy.

For many of us—January lst commences a New Year...but not for Frank
Schmalenberger (Traffic Dept) for he waited until January 10th to start his new
life . .. that of an engaged man—for it was then, he presented Rose Colby with
a beautiful engagement ring. Frank assured me—their wedding plans depend
entirely upon the “housing situation”, so find a house or an apartment for them
...and they'll be married.

A very welcome and most wondertul Christmas gift arrived for Alice Gustai-
son (Treas. Dept) last December 23rd ... when her husband reached San Fran-
cisco from the Far East. “Skip” Gustafson is a Sergeant Major in the Marine
Corps., and is on a 30 day leave from his base in China. The last we heard—
Alice and "Skip" were definitely enjoying a vacation trip through Southern
California.

A short note was recently received from John Saxon., T.M.-American Jeint Dis-
tribution Committee (formerly with WPRR-New York) wherein he mentioned that
during November he bowled on a team against Kenway Stoney (EFFA-Chicago)
and King Yeager (D&RGW) in the Metropolitan Traffic Ass'n. Bowling League
(NY), and had the extreme pleasure of extracting a few “sheckels” from Ken
when the latter missed picking up “splits. (Better make a wager on the “ten-
pin” John—he never could knock that pin over either).

While participating in the El Dorade Bowl's Tournament in Stockton, Calif
last Jan. 5th—Mrs. and Bob Runge (Stockton) dropped into the alley to say
"helle”, as did Harry Branting (Stockton) and Frank Lindee (Modesto). Bob had
a terrible cold so didn't stay long—but Frank (together with his lady friend,
Emilee Sperry—who has since become Mrs. Frank Lindee as of Jan. 11th at 2:30
pm.), accompanied Frank Rauwolf (Frt Claim), Mrs. and Harold Heagney (Frt
Accts), Mrs. and Lee Brown (Aud. Overcharge), Mrs. and Hal Nordberg (For. Frt),
Mrs. Janie Hyland (Treas. Dept) and vyour columnist, for dinner at "Dal Porta's".
Wish to extend our very best wishes to the newlyweds.

Possibly everyene on the 4th floor of the WP Bldg., and those in the Treasurers
office particularly, have noticed Carl Flaig's "red hot" socks—which his wife,
Muriel, hand knits. In a joking manner asked him to have his wife knit me a
pair sometime—and last Jan. 17th was pleasantly rewarded and surprised when
[ received as a gift, the most wonderful hand knitted socks I've ever owned, or
in fact, have ever seen. The color is a rather conservative shade ... “magenta”

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND

Once again wish io express appreciation to our friend “GI” Martin (GA-Reno)
for his thoughtfulness in sending me the 1947 calendars bearing the name of
Reno’s “Bank Club” and anocther from “Harold’s Club”. They definitely indi-
cate the trend ol ..."what the best dressed ???? woman will wear this year”.
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Ralph Randolph Honored

% Ralph G. Randolph, Western Pacific
general agent at Fresno, Calif., has
been elected Secretary of the Fresno
Transportation Club for the current
vear. Ralph was active in the formation
of this club, which was born in De-
cember 1945 and which now boasts a
membership of 135.

George E. Vawter, traffic manager
of Sun-Maid Raisin Growers, is the
Club’'s 1947 President.

Our best wishes to Messrs. Vawter
and Randolph for a completely success-
ful regime.

Howard M. Smitten, who retired as
Western Pacific’'s Bridge Engineer on
December 31st last—as reported in our
January issue.

L

Ray John Rowan Retires

#* Ray ]. Rowan, who served as supsr-
visor of labor employment for the
Western Pacific since January 26, 1944,
retired on December 31, 1946.

Born at Arcadia, Wisconsin, August
24, 1880, Rowan's first employment with
Western Pacific began February 11,
1929, as a clerk in our transportation
department. On June 11, 1942, he was
appeinted ass't. roadmaster, Western
Division, serving as labor agent. He
was appointed supervisor of laber
employment on January 26, 1944, His
previous railrocd experience was
the Great Northern, Scouthern
and Sierra Railwavy,

During the diflicult war vears, he
ably performed the important work of
recruiting workers lor the all-important
task of maintaining capacity operation
of the Western Pacific in the national
emergency. With that chore completed,
we Ieel he has earned the leisurely
life he has scheduled.

-+ The Western Pacific Club



























