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The reward of a thing well douwe
is 1o bave done it
Ralph Waldo Emerson

& Linial

COL. MASON BRETIRES...In our June 1946 issue. we covered Ed-
ward Wilson Mason’s relirement on December 31st from active duty
with the Western Pacific Railroad. December 31st has come and gone.
The 53-year career of an eminent railroader has ended. We were privi-
leged on the Western Pacific to have Col. Mason with us for the pasl
thirty-seven years. We venture the opinion, based on a considerable first-
hand knowledge, that no Western Pacific officer has ever been more uni-
versally liked and respected. He leaves our railroad with the most sin-
cere good wishes of a host of friends and admirers in whose name we
offer to Col. Mason this permanent testimony of the affection in which
he has been and always will be held by his Western Pacific associate..

PRIDE IN ACHIEVEMENT ... We believe there was a time when rail-
roaders, more so than workers in any other industry, not only were proud
of their individual accomplishments, but derived a vicarious pleasure
from the outstanding achievements of their fellow-workers. And our ob-
servation is that this almost universal attitude obtained ’til not so long
ago. But, now, old-time railroaders, some of them retired and others
nearing the end of meritorious careers, tell us that a great many younger
railroaders, with whom they have worked and are working, do not have
that little spark called pride in achievement. If that is true, it is too
bad, for the germ of indifference spreads all too easily. It is unfortu-
nate, too, because our railroads are undoubtedly entering an era of un-
precedented competition. If we do our work indifferently, and conse-
quently poorly, a slow paralysis will creep into the national railroad
network and competitive services will not be slow to take advantage of
the situation. The cancer of indifference may not completely knock-out
the railroad giant. but it will seriously weaken him through loss of traf-
fic, which. in turn, means reduction in work forces. Ground lost, as
we all know, is not easy lo regain. The road back is the toughest. And
let us not delude ourselves with any honeved phrases that the solution
would be government ownership. The railroad worker who believes that
would benefit him would be due for a rude awakening. We're starting
a new year. Is it too much to hope for a resurgence of the old railroad
spirit? There is pioneering yet to be done on our railroads, not only
in passenger equipment, power and rolling stock. but in the field of
understanding . . . knowing each other better. We’ll wager that three out
of four Western Pacific Railroad employes are railroading not just be-
cause the job was available but because they want to railroad. Some-
one once said something like a thing worth doing is worth doing well.
Hackneyed—maybe-but we've a notion that a million-odd railroad work-
ers following that idea NOW would mean MORE than a million-odd
railroad workers ten vears hence. How about it?

STRIKES WE CAN SPARE...And we are not attempling a corny
bowling funny! We are talking, frankly as usual, about the coal and
the general (Qakland) strikes. neither of which accomplished anything
except 1) reduce the pay envelopes of THE WORKERS involved; 2)
clow down the national economy and work hardships on millions of
people not remotely involved in the disputes; and 3) seriously dam-
age the cause of organized labor. For sheer stupidity. the Oakland af-
fair wins the booby. The American Federation of Labor must be proud
of the goonish actions of its so-called pickets on the streets of Oakland.
These are Americans?

CALENDAR COVER...Again tc WOBBERS, INC., SAN FRANCISCO, our
thanks for use of their calendar in the preparation of ours. And a bow
to Madeline Tackaberry for the usual fine art work.

DAILY STREAMLINERS between SAN FRANCISCO and CHICAGO

Vol. 7 JANUARY., 1947 No. 1

THE HEADLIGHT

Walter Mittelberg . . . . . . . Editor
Jack Hyland . Associate Editor
Bill Stout . . . . . Business Manager

*

Published Monthly by
The WESTERN PACIFIC CLUB
Asrociation of Employees of
‘The Western Pacific R. R. Co,
Tidewater Southern Ry, Co.
Sacramento Northern Ry.
Western Pacific Building
San Francisco 5, California
Member Amervican Ratlway Magazine Editors’
Arsociation.

Member Norvibern California Industrial
Editors’ Association.

WESTERN PACIFIC CLUB

Officers
Arthur Petersen . . . . . President
Marion Bong . . lst Vice President
Cornelius Murphy . 2nd Vice President
Jonothan Morgan . . Treasurer
Edith Carter . .. . Secretary
Patricia Byrne . . Assistant Secretry

Directors
Arthur Allen . . . . . . . . Traific
John Corven . . . . . Ass't. Auditor
Vernon Geddes . - Freight Accounts
Jack Hyland . . . . . . . . Traffic
Harry Perrine Engineering
Harry Stark Accounting
STAFF REPORTERS
Marie Libbe Chicago, 1L
Irene Schuepbach St. Louis, Mo.
Frank Sell . Los Angeles, Calif.
Elsie Hart . . . . . . . . Wendover
Peggy Phillips Y st + w Elko, Maw.
Gladys Loggine . . . . . . . Portola
Velma Mikolash . . . . . . . Stockion
Agnes Welch . . Sacramento
Fronces Nuccio (SN) . . Sacramento

WATCH FOR THE NEW 9
4 [ 4
OCHT



"Burlington West"

* By Richard C. Overton, is "A Coloni-
zation History of the Burlington Rail-
road” tracing the growth of the rail-
road named in a manner not ordinarily
employed. The book was printed in
1941 at the Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, Mass.

It is a most complete and interest-
ing work profuse with maps, graphs
and illustrations. One of the latter is
a darned interesting picture of the Ga-
lena & Chicago Union Railread’'s “Pio-
neer’ which on September 2, 1850, haul-
ed the first train operated on any part
of the Burlington Systern. Including the
index, there are 583 pages.

Historians agree that the rapid de-
velopment ol our resources west of the
Mississippi River, beginning shortly be-
fore the difficulties ol the early 1880s,
was due principally to the projection
of the Iron Horse, encouraged by Gov-
ernment land grants. But the rails were
laid in sparsely settled (if, indeed, set-
tled at all), undeveloped territory and,
az Owverton says, "in order to subsist
and to grow, the railroad company lit-
erally had to create and nourish an en-
tire community of farms and towns.”
In the case of the Burlingten, the bulk
of this colonization work was carried
on between 1852 and 1882, so this book
is built around the activities of those
30 years.

The Government's land grants to rail-
rocads have been almost perennially the
butt of criticism from beth the informed
and the uninformed, starting as far
back as 1872, but the author points out
that “there has been some recognition
of the lact that the West's social de-
velopment resulting from railroad colon-
ization was a most significant aspect
of the land-grant policy.” So far as
the Burlington is concerned, Overton's
factual story discloses a job well done
and Government grants fully justified
by the splendid results.

W.C. M.

Paul Henry Jenner

* Paul H. Jenner succeeds Clarence
Hoover as assistant to the general man-
ager.

Paul was born at
Leipsic, Ohio, De-
cember 31, 1902, and
began his railroad
career with the
Western Pacific as
a call boy at Peor-
tola in May 1917.
He started as a fire-
man on July 19, 1919
and was promoted
to engineer Septem-
ber 10, 1927. On Jan-
uary 20, 1942, he was

appointed road foreman of engines,

headquarters Portola, and, in Febru-
ary 1946, he was detached for special
duty at general office to prepare our
new air brake book.

Congratulations to Paul and all good
wishes.

THE HEADLIGHT fe-

Western Pacific Railroad Retirement Benefits

* With his permission, it's our pleasure to reproduce a letter from Harry W. Gibson,
retired Western Pacific passenger conductor.. .-
1203 4th Ave.,

Salt Lake City 3, Utah.

Mr. Charles Elsey, President
December 12th, 1946,

Western Pacific Railroad
526 Mission Sireet
San Francisco 5, Califorma

Dear Mr. Elsey:

May 1 take the opportunity at this time of expressing to you, and
through you, to the Board of Directors, my sincere thanks and appreciation
for the fine check, amounting to $527.32, I received about December lst,
covering my pension peried from June 30th to November 30th, 1946. My pen-
sion will be $107.05 per month. This is indeed a Christmas present to be
proud of, and I can assure you that both Mrs. Gibson and I are thankful
for and proud of our pension plan. This plan is outstanding throughout
the railread world. On my recent trip East T talked o several railroad men
along the way, but found none who knew of anything like our plan.

The credit for the plan, | am convinced, is due to your untiring effort
and ever-increasing interest and humanitarian philosophy for the wellare
of your employes. Every Western Pacific employe should indeed be thank-
ful on this coming Christmas Day for the privilege of having men at the
head of the Railroad who are interested in their well-being. You are assured
of my continued support and effort to help keep Western Pacific prosperous.

Mrs. Gibson joins me in wishing you a very wonderful Christmas time,
and all the happiness the New Year may bring.

Very sincerely,
(Signed) HARRY W. GIBSON

We're sure Harry expresses the sentiments of all the company's retired employes
now benefitting from the Western Pacific Provisional Retirement Plan.

A check of the individual payments discloses that actually, in the majority of
cases, Western Pacilic is supplementing by 30%, to more than 1009%, payments cut
of the national retirement fund. As an example of a few benefitling most under
the Company plan, we noted cases such as an engineer who is receiving $120.27
monthly from the company and $113.35 monthly out of the national fund; a con-
ducter who teceives $111.33 monthly from the company and $110.79 from the national
fund; a carpenter receiving $18.3¢ monthly from the company and $15.54 from the
national fund; plus several cases of employes receiving between $100 and §l18
monthly out of the national fund with supplemental payments from the company
ranging from $65.85 to $112.98 monthly.

It must be gratifying to our old-timers to know that the company's veoluntary
adopiion of the Provisional Retirement Plon may be the means of providing a
comfortable independence for them after their retirement, instead of something less.

Incidentally, in our October 1946 issue, referring to the increased taxes under
the amended Railroad Retirement Act, we estimated increased payments for West-
ern Pacific employes and company at $65.000 annually ... an enormous error!
We meant $65,000 monthly, or an increased annual burden of some $750,000, divided

equally between Western Pacific employes and the company.
W. C. M

Holiday Spirit Reigns at Western Pacific Club
Christmas Party

* Some two hundred and lifty Western Pacilic Club members and guests trekked
to the Ariel Club, on San Francisco's Embarcadero, the night of December 7th,
for the club’s annual Christmas party.

All (within the oblique range of the PA system) enjoyed Tim Moran's emceeing
and most joined in some enthusiastic community singing led by the same Tim
Moran. There were door prizes, welcome refreshments presided over by Chet
Manuel Bettencourt, gifts (top value 25c) for all...or almost all ... and dancing
such as the muse Terpsichore never dreamed in his wildest Greek bacchanalia!
Or maybe it's just that the years are catching up to us!

Congratulations to Prexy Arthur Petersen and his committee for a magnificent job.
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* Last December 10th ... J]. E. "Spike” Hennessy
(Attorney) was sirolling along Market Street and
could hardly believe what he had seen, for there waos
a "No. 2" Sutter Street car bouncing along the rails
nearing Montgomery Street. To the out-of-towner this
doesn't possibly mean anything, but to the San Fran-
ciscan, it's an oddity—for the No. 2 car is supposed to switch off Market Street
a block before reaching Montgomery Street. Wonder when and where the crew
finally awakened to the fact . .. or if they ever did.

Grace Kent (nee Heaney) flormerly Traffie, visited the General Offices last
month and Dura Chesley (Traffic) in particular. Grace was very happy to introduce
her little daughter ... Theresa, who is the image of her Mother.

Max Potter (Frt. Claim Dept) and family, accompanied by E. ]. "Gene” Neri
(Stkn Loc. Frt) and family, recently returned from “dear ole Missouri”, having
enjoyed the Thanksgiving Day holiday at the Potter family homestead. Under-
stand the snow back there is very cold and the California sunshine (liquid or
otherwise) was a welcome sight to our now ... native Californians.

Word comes through in the "Mail” that Frances Duffy, currently serving as sec-
retary on the Federal Grand Jury, in addition to doing a bang-up job as secretary
to Homer Dunn, Signal Engineer ...is a great "Morale Booster” for the Signal En-
gineers office. Busy days for these girls of the Western Pacific.

Lou Jean Keller (Treas. Dept) entertained a group of friends at her home last
December 7th (prior to the W. P. Club Christmas Party-Dance) serving oodles of
snacks and refreshments. Incidentally, Lou Jean can now state very truthiully when-
ever questioned..."I'm over 21", for last Dec. 17th was her 22nd birthday. We
extend our very best "Birthday Wishes".

Edith Carter (Traffic) just returned to the office last December 16th after en-
joving a vacation trip back home, visiting her parents... Mr. Tom and Mrs. Edith
Kelley. in East Rockaway, L. L

Retraction . . . Our November "Headlight” erroneously stated Harry Perrine (CC-
Signal Dept) is a Canadian. While it is true, Harry was born in Fort Erie, Ontario
-..he is as American as "Ham ‘n Eggs”. for his lather was a member of the Engi-
neering Dept. of the Big Four at the time of Harry's birth which accounts for their

‘Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND

residence being . .. ‘across the border’. Whenever we make an error we hear about
it, but anyway we're sorry for the mistake.
When Boyd Sells (Traffic) goes on a vacation, he really ... "goes”, for lasi month

he hopped a plane for Los Angeles, thence train for New Orleans, Jacksonville
and Miami, then another plane for Cuba, returning via plane to New Orleans,
thence train home—making the joaunt all within two weeks. While in Habang,
Cuba, he visited the very famous “Tropicana Club” and from reports . . . this is
quite a place to see.

With Clifford Worth's (Traffic) return to the office last November 18th, it practi-
cally completed the returned service men roster for that Department. All their boys
are now back, with exception of those deciding upon other fields of occupation.
We are glad ... they are all together again.

Reports from the Oakland Roundhouse indicate Ernest Enox is confined home
with"stomach troubles” and is on a strictly milk and cream diet. Also heard that
a collection was made by the boys-and-girls at the Roundhouse, with Fred Shuster
being elected as the Santa Claus, to deliver the “present” which we definitely
know must have been greatly appreciated. This little group should be highly
praised for their thoughtfulness, for it's quite difficult to regain vour health, when
one keeps remembering ... "no work—no pay".

Frank Lindee (TF&PA-Modesto) was seen prowling around the halls of the W.P
Bldg. last month and seems to have taken on a few (some) pounds in weight in
a most conspicious place. Possibly it's the Modesto climate or food, but whichever
it is...it's agreeing with him.

Hunter Macon (Asst. Fri. Claim Agent) is once again “at home'—meaning the
office, after having made a "grand circle tour” ... on company business which re-
quired hitting such spots (cities) as New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Washington, etc.

Muriel Baird (Treas. Dept) was seen “staggering” toward the East Ray Terminal
last month. Have used the word'. .. 'staggering’ advisedly, for she certainly was

.under the weight of many bundles and packages, which could mean a very
Merry Christmas was enjoyed at the Baird home this year.

Marge Patsey (Car Record) enjoyed Thanksgiving Day dinner in Denver, Colo-
rado this year, traveling via "the air lines” eastbound, but returned via the
Western Pacific. We learned that the State of Colorade had one of its worst win-
ter snow storms during the time Marge was back there.

Joseph Wheeler (Gen. Passgr Agent) should be very inquisitive (or possibly he
alreary knows) about the 13 or more cities which bear the name of “Wheeler".
Wonder when Tom Brown is going to come through with some information on these
names .. .and if he does, Bob Searle (Traffic) would like to be informed relative
station “Searles”, Calif. on the S.P. Co. and the Trona Railway.

A very complimentary letter was received the other day from Reger Druehl, now
employed with the Market Street Van & Storage, Inc., San Francisco. Before leav-
ing the W.P. to accept a position with the Pollock Shipbuilding Co., during the
war, Roger was our Chief Clerk in the Stockton Agency. Thanks for all the nice
things you have said about the Headlight and the W.P. Club Roger, and we hope
to live up to your praise.
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Test Run

% A Zephyr test train was operated
eastbound over the Western Pacific
from Oakland to Salt Lake City on Mon-
day and Tuesday, the 16th and 17th
of last month. The train consisted of a
3-unit 4500 h.p. General Motors Diesel,
4 coaches, 1 lounge car, 1 standard
Pullman sleeper, 1 cafe coach, 1 dyna-
mometer car and 3 business cars.

The Dieszel is similar to the three lo-
comotives Western Pacific now has on
order for the California Zephyr trains
and which should be delivered to us
by the Electro-Motive Division of Gen-
eral Motors next year.

The train, in weight and number of
cars, was about the same as the new
California Zephyrs. Running time over
each sub-division was the same as has
been set up for our new streamliners.

Five GM people, a large number of
our operating people headed by Gene-
ral Manager Mitchell, and Harold wy-
man, our supt of dining cars, accom-
panied the train,

The test run was made entirely by
daylight, leaving ©Oakland Moenday
morning, arriving Gerlach that evening,
out of Gerlach Tuesday morning and
arriving Salt Lake City late Tuesday
afterncon. Tesles

Passenger Dept. Extras

% Harriet E. Cruce. refund, prepaid or-
der and ticket clerk in the general pas-
senger office, resigned December l4th
to prepare for her marriage to Alfred
Wickstrom. They were married Decem-
ber 28th in San Francisco. Harriet's
office associates presented her with
some sterling silver teaspoons and a
serving spoon as a wedding gift.

Miss Bernadette McHugh succeeded
Harriet as ticket agent at GPO.

The Western Pacific handled a num-
ber of Farm Bureau trains occupied by
passengers to and from the American
Farm Bureau Federation convention in
San Francisco, week ol December 8th.

Tom Howard, TF&FPA at Omaha: Joe
Kirch, TF&PA at Kansas City; Gene El-
chinger, TF&PA at St. Louis; Cliff (Klag-
horn) Cobb, TF&PA at Dallas and Bert
Hazlett. TF&PA at Elko, escorted the
trains over cur railroad. TE.

New WP Club

Honorary Members

* Gordon Stanley McKay, retired road
foreman of engines, Eastern Division.
and Homer Scott Smith. retired division
lineman, Western Division, were recent-
ly elected to honorary membership in
The Western Pacific Club.

-4 The Western Pacific Club



























