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Blest Christmar morn, thongh murky clonds
Pursne thy way,

Thy light was born where rtorm enshrouds
Near dawn ior day!

—Mary Baker Eddy

C ditnsal

CHRISTMAS ... Thoughts of Christmas and the New Year always seem
to affect us strangely, or so it appears to us. We drilt back in time to
think of the pleasant incidents of our life (the edilorial third person
causes that apparently improper English!). We think. too, of the few
good things we've done and dwell a little on the year about to slip into
limbo. Soon, deep in reverie, we think of other Christmases and other
year-ends. We recall how, vounger, we were most enthusiaslic about
life and the things that happened to us; how, now, we are quite cynical
...and we wonder whether the “growing up” was worth while. In in-
nocent youth, all seems right with the world, with the exception, of
course, of the little “tragedies” of youth. In later years, the world and
all within seem to worsen rapidly. And vet, at Christmas ... for even
a few days before and after...somehow the world rights itself and all
prospects brighten. Would that the spirit of Christmas-time ... Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men ... might
prevail now and forever.

OUR COVER...

Is a repreduction of an original water color by Charles William Smith,
art director for the advertising agency of Spencer W. Curtiss, San Francisco.

The inspiration for this attractive painting came to Smith while he was
working as a fireman on the Western Pacific; the incident: just after a
helper engine had been cut in.

PEARL HARBOR...The day of infamy—December 7th, 1941. Victory
and the passing of the years will, no doubt, dim the memory of that
shocking blast. Admiral Halsey said recently there will be no warning
“the next time”; General Eisenhower, in a recent statement, ventured,
in substance. that another war would end the civilization we know.
We've said exactly the same thing many times, so, naturally, we are in
accord with the General. Believing that, we feel mighty efforis MUST
be made to maintain world peace, always bearing in mind. as Russian
Maxim Litvinoff so ably repeatedly stressed in the League of Nations,
that “peace is indivisible.”

THE BILL OF RIGHTS ... While not the first Bill of Rights, the one
presented to the American people as a Christmas gift in 1791, when the
States ratified the first ten amendments to the United States Constitu-
tion on December 15th of that year, has withstood the test of the years.
There may be some question as to whether the first nine or the first ten
amendments constitute our Bill of Righls. bul there is no question about
the liberties and freedoms guaranteed. Let’s always keep it that way,
abhorring all isms but the true spirit of progressive Americanism,

O little town of Bethlebem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless slees

The silent stars go by:

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light;

The bopes and fears of all the years

Are meet in thee tonight.
How beauiifully Phillips Brooks so breathed the music of Christmas!
May a bit of the spirit of this season remain in your hearts always.
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Rintala Wins
WP Club Golf Tournament

* "Coronet” ... "improving on the dictionary"”...recently defined golf
as an ineffectual endeavoer to put an insignificant pellet into an obscure
hole with entirely inadequate weapons!

On the Crystal Springs course, San Mateo County, California, Sunday,
November 3rd, Axel Rintala, our cashier, found his weapons quite ade-
quate and effectually nursed the insignificant pellet to our club champ-
ionship and possession of the Swerger Memorial Trophy! Axel's low
gross 86 nosed out Dr. Curtis E. Smith’'s 89. “Chuck” Faye was unable
to defend his championship, old man bronchitis forcing the decision.

Manuel Bettencourt, of our passenger department annexed low net
with a 70. A 4-way tie for second low net was shared by Ray Lee, Ralph
Branham, George Trimble and Russ Cleland.

Axel's brother Jack, with an 86, nosed out Fred Gagnan's 87 for guests’
low gross. Walter Ryberg’s 69 was low net for the guests. Other guests
who joined our company competitors were Joe Meagher, George Beech,
Les Casperson, Rudy Rintala, Dick Smith and Cliff Christian.

We've little to report on the play, for we couldn't find Crystal Springs
(1) in time to get off with our golfers. However, we can report a beauti-
ful tee shot by Ralph Branham on the 1lth, which should have given
him a birdie on that hole, and Dr. Smith's hesitating putt on the 18th,
which moved straight to the cup, hesitated on the lip, then decided
favorably—and dropped

Complete scores...

Axel Rintala 86-13-73 Tom Kyle 119-35-84
Dr. Curtis Smith 89-14-75 John Coupin 130-35-95
Ray Lee 90-19-71

Howard Sevey 90-18-72 Jack Rintala 86-16-70
Russ Cleland 93-22-71 Fred Gagnan 87-14-73
Ralph Branham 93-22-71 Joe Meagher 91-18-73
George Trimble 93-22-71 Rudy Rintala 91-10-81
Roy Larson 94-20-74 Walter Ryberg 94-25-69
Manuel Bettencourt 96-26-70 Clift Christian 95-18-77
Lee Sherwood 101-16-85 Dick Smith 99-20-79
Ed. Jagels 102-22-80 George Beech 111-27-84
Hal Nordberg 106-16-90 Les Casperson 132-35-97

To "By" Larson and Ralph Branham our gratitude for their fine hand-
ling of this tournament. To our guests, appreciation for joining us. The
pictures on this page were taken at a WP golf tournament in ‘4],
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% In a recont issue of the. "Life” magazine, an article
appeared concerning a well known San Franciscan
... Gerirudc Atherton (celebrating her 90th birthday)
commentling upon her recent book ... "My San Fran-
ciseo”. This book is one which will thoroughly interest
the Bay Area native and we of the Western Pacific
Railrcad are proud of the fact that within its covers, mention is made of ...
Mrs. Harriet P. Tyler (one of our attorneys), and Mrs. Virginia Rath (wife of
Carl Rath, maonager of our San Francisco Telegraph Office). Incidentally, Mrs.
Rath's latest book ... "A Shroud for Rowena’, will be released scmetime around
]cpuary Ist, and sounds like a very good mystery story.

Last October 24th...John (Light'nin) O‘Cennell, formerly Traffic but now with
Rosenberg Bros., dropped into the office to visit his old time iriends and locked
very dapper...in a brand new suit. Wants to be placed on our mailing list for
a copy of the Headlight ... which shall be done.

Howard Sevey .and Carl Flaig (both Treas. Dept) were the happy and lucky
winners of $20.00 in a pool last October 31st. Later, the same evening, Howard
was relieved of several "dimes” during the bowling session, for his team mates
were getting strikes, strikes and more strikes. )

Then .. .not to be out-done ... George Welch (Aud. Overcharge Dept) prompily
won the largest football pool I ever tock a chance on...winning a nezt sum of
$100.00' in honest-to-goodness real money.

Daniel Costello (Commercial Agent-SF) was a recent participant in the [.thens
Club (Oakland, Cal.) handball tournament. He did very well, for we learn he
wasn't eliminated until the quarter-finals which is darned good for a fellow who
has been slamming the ball arcund the courts for over 15 years ... and my friends,
we know handball is not any easy game. :

Alice Gustafson, Janie Hyland and Lou Jean Keller (all Treas. Dept) have been
donning ice skates about once a week, and from reporis. .. they all have very
nicely mastered the art of gliding along and have at least one or two skates on
the ice at all times. (My principal difficulty is keeping even omne skate on the
ice...at any time).

After more than a year's hibernation, the “Golden West Region' of the Ameri-
can Ass'n of Passenger Rate Men, swung into action Last October 29th, at the
El Jardin Restaurant, San Francisco, at which time Manuel Bettencourt (Passgr
Dept) was installed as Regional President. Manuel promptly named his com-
mitteemen which included Western Pacific's ... Emst Gommer, Bill Racine, Eric
Anderson and Cliff Tonkin. We wish them every success during the coming year.

We wish to extend "Happy Birthday” greetings to George Vedder (AF&PA)
who will celebrate his ... "Fiftieth Birthday”™ on December 6th. We have always
heard the first 50 years were the toughest, so I guess George will have easy
sailing from now on...

Miracles never cease ... A letter arrived from Kenway Stoney (EFFA-Chicago)
the other day full of questions ... mainly wanting to know why the "Traffickers”
bowling team was in fifth place (hated to answer that one); also when will
Marshall Boyd (AFTM)} be back in Chicago so he (Ken) can have a "free steak
dinner”. Don't know about Marshall, but Malceclm Roper, Byron Larson and Tom
Pray were in Chicago during latter part of November which should have helped
unless Ken's playing of "Hearts” hasn't improved since he left the coast.

We were somewhat surprised to learn that Beth Deatherage (Law Dept) was
immediately ordered to St. Joseph's Hospital for a prompt operation last maonth.
We learn Beth will be back scon with all her usual vim, vigor and vitality.

Another letter arrived recently from far away Anchorage, Alaska, written by
our friend Paul Shelmerdine (formerly C.C.-Trans. Dept) who is now employed
by The Alaska Railrcad. His letter covered some interesting facts concerning
the extreme northwest and has promised us some pictures to show “what real
snow looks like”. Paul's wife, Evelyn, together with Paul Jr. and “the deg™ ar-
rived by air last October and they are now all set for..."a white Christmas”.

Introducing . .. (says the little card) ... "Who's as sweet as sweet can be; the
cutest little debutante you'd ever hope to see” ... Dorene Pauline. weight 7 lbs.
3 oz. born October 22nd at the Alta Bates Hospital, Berkeley, Cal. The proud
parents are ...Mrs. and Gene Wilson (Traffic)

Returning from Seattle, Wash. last month, Gene Ebersole. Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Lumbermen's Ass'n of Texas, together with a group of 125 people
enjoyed a two day visit in San Francisco before departing on their homeward
journey over the Western Pacific. The group was accompanied by our own
Clilord Cobb, TF&PA, Dallas, Tex. and we know Cliff's jovial manner aided in
maintaining the ... "conventional spirit” ... throughout the trip.

On November 2nd...Mary Stewart (Gen. Mgrs) became engaged, receiving
a lovely ring from ... Sgt. Frank Grubbs. who is fortunate enough to be stationed
in San Francisco. We first heard the wedding date had not been set, but would
be very, very soon...and before we knew it, word came through that Mary is
now Mrs. Frank Grubbs, with the ceremony taking place on November 15th in
the Chapel at the Presidio, San Francisco, Cal. We extend our best wishes.

Frank Murphy (Traffic) has been on “jury duty call” for the past month, but
when the attorney learns his name,—then finds out the Judge's name is Murphy
...Frank always seems to be dismissed. (Guess neither the attorney nor his
client are ...Irish).

Jack McCarthy (Treas. Dept) is now a sergeant in the U.S. Army and writes from
far oft Korea to say "Hello”, so we'll pass it along. If your letters from the General
Office are few and far between, Jack, vyou can depend upon the Headlight reach-
ing you at least once a month, which will keep you in touch with the folks at home.

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND
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Headlighting the Way...
College of the Pacific

% Stockton, strategic center of a rizh
agricultural domain, with a g.o.-
ing population that includes niocay
rorward looking young men wad
young women of high achool ag:,
is rightfully proud of The Collegs
ol the Pacific, whose beautifuliy
.undscaped campus of more than
70 acres is within its corporale limits
and which is the only privately en-
dowed College of Liberal Aris in
the "Valley Empire.”

rhe Coliege ol the Pacilic is Cali-
cornia’s first and  oldest chartered
zollege, this by decree of the Su
s> eme Court in 1851. Fostered Ly
3tockton's city officials and encou:-
aged by the Stockton Chamber ol
CZommerce, it is being conducted
zlong broad policies and with sound
inancial success.

Since 1935 the Cellege of the Pa-
zific has received students only at
th> junior level while the freshman
and sophomore vyears have been
zaed for by the Stockton Junior
College, a public institution centrol-
led by the Stockton Unified School
District. The College is noted for
its work in the fine arts, and for the
production of plays. Its Conserva-
tory of Music is an indelible part
of western music traditions.

Loyal to the Golden State's tra-
ditions, a seminar in California His-
tory is conducted as a prelude t»
the establishment of a chair of Cal-
ilornia history. Again, with practi-
calities in mind, courses in food-
processing, especially in the public
relations side of the canning in-

dustry, are being projected. T. P. B,

- . . . e
"Veni, Vidi, Vici"
"I came, I saw, | conqu=zred”
You know the Roman's boast.
“Veni, Vidi, Viei”
I slew the heathen host.

"Veni, Vidi, Viei”

Make haste, the Caesar said,
And tell it to the Senate

This day the heathen bled.

"l came, | saw, | conquered”
what th-ill these words imply

As racing down the centuries—
Forgot the verb to die!

"Veni, Vidi, Vici"”
These words no longer thrill;

I hear ancther Voice tonight,
An echo from the Sacred Hill

"l eame, I saw, | congquered”

But not with the Roman hilt.
“Veni, Vidi, Viei”

Eternal love is the House I built

“Amo, Amo, Amo"”
This word I left with thee
The conjugation of it
Greater than the Roman's three.
James Edward Morgan

Iprror's NoTE: James Edward Morgan,
general clerk on the night shift at Portola
station, tells wy this effort was put together
between traint. We hope yon agree with ur
that it deserved to break into print.

% The Western Pacific Club



























