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DAILY STREAMLINERS between SAN FRANCISCO and CHICAGO

Dear the people coming home,
Dear glad faces long away,

Dear the merry cries, and dear
All the glad and bappy play.

Dear the thanks, too, that we give
For all of this, Thanksgiving Day.

—Harriet Prescott Spofiord
éog[fou}z/

THANKSGIVING 1946 . . . There have been years when we've come up to
our national day of thanksgiving with very little about which to he
thankful. Still, with a bit of trying, most of us found something, if
only the fact that we were alive during these amazing vears when the
hand of man has wrought so many wonders—good and bad. This year,
if for nothing else, we may be thankful for the silenced weapons of
war throughout most of the world; and for the prospect of peace in
the years ahead if the United Natlions representatives are given a gen-
uine opportunily to iron out differences and formulate a world peace
plan that will work. And we should be thankful for a freight car short-
age, rather than a freight traffic shortage! :

ELECTION DAY ... On the 5th of this month, the sound and fury will
be over, the radio and other speeches can be wrapped up in mothballs
against another day, and the American electorate will go quietly about
the business of electing Senators, Congressmen, maybe a governor here
and there, and local officials. If you registered, you can vote for whom
and what you please. We hope that will always be true of our elections.
If you aren’t registered, you are neglecting one of the prime dulies of
an American citizen; not to mention that you lose your right to criticise.
That’s reserved for voters whose candidates lost!

GOLD SPIKE AT BIEBER ... Fifteen years ago on the wind-swept,
cinder-covered flat at Bieber, California, several hundred interested
spectators watched Arthur Curtiss James drive the last spike in the
track uniting the Great Norhern and the Western Pacific in a new through
north and south line on the Pacific Coast. Many thousands of cars
have moved over those rails since President Ralph Budd. on GN 3351,
reached over and shook hands with President Harry Adams, on WP
204. The value of this link has thoroughly proved itself and we hope
it will prove even more profitable to the two roads in future vears

IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE? ... The industrial chaos and turmeil which
began in this nation of ours almost immediately after V.J Day, prompts
us to wonder why it is that Americans can wage war so successfully,
yel seem to wage peace so poorly! Since August, 1945, we've been
running around like chickens with their heads lopped off. Rather than
heed the lessons to be found in the history of former great nations of
the world, we appear to be trying desperately to ignore them in a lunatic
atlempt to ruin ourselves and our present status as the world’s great-
est power. We can’t toboggan to the depths of Germany following World
War I, or Hungary just recently? Don’t you believe it! If we don’t
soon come to our senses, we'll be well on the way to a similar fate. It
will be too late then to wonder how it could have happened. It isn’t
at all funny that butter and eggs should be selling for close to a dollar
a pound and a dozen respectively; still you hear people laughing heart-
ily about the trend of prices, encouraged no doubt by many of our
moronic radio comedians! How do you benefit if your pay envelope
is up fifty or more percent over pre-war levels if your necessary ex-
penses exceed the increase in income? Maybe il’s lime we slowed down
and gave ear to the advocates of common sense!

WATCH FOR THE NEW
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"Whistle Bait"

By Edith Carter

% This inaugurates a new column
christened (without the usual bottle of
champagne) "“Whistle Bait”. As you
can tell by the "handle”, it's by, for
and of the feminine part
of the organization. If at
any time we are forced
to mention the male por-
tion of the species, it will
really break our hearts!
So gals, how about giv-
in" me the low-down on
any doin's, carryin's on
and hi-lites of your lives?

The month of October
was a vacation month
for Olga Cagna, Mary
Stewart and Helen Deck-
er. Olga spent two weeks
resting and putting on
a few needed (so she
said) pounds at Clover-
dale. Mary traveled to
Salt Lake City and then to Los Ange-
les to visit her [amily and Helen spent
three weeks hitting practically all points
Chicago and west.

Hear Dura Chesley had a fine time
on her vacation in September. She
picked one of the hottest weeks in San
Francisco to take it, and [ hate to tell
you this, but she got a pair of ny-
lons (51 guage too) in the Owl Drug,
and there were only three people in
linel

Edie Loeffler has been the mainstay
of the tennis “racket” in the freight
department, turning out faithfully Sat-
urday after Saturday to play with D.B,,
HHN AA and WM. (that's what we

don't mention ... menl!)

If yvou heard a loud, raucous noise
emanating from the foreign freight de-
partment on QOctober 8th, it was mere-
ly four characters serenading
Gertrude Verbarg on her birthday.

male

If any of you attended the last West-
ern Pacific Club meeting, I hope you
naoticed that only the "weaker sex” was
represented at the officers’ table to
open the meeting ... what happened to
the men?

By the time this goes to press Ellen
Young of the freight traffic department
will have spent a three-weeks' leave-
of-absence visiting her family in Utah.

If anyone has any ailments of the
mind or body, just see "Doc” Beth
Deatherage. She knows some of the
best cures! Purely medicinal, of course!

That's just about all for this month
except to say thanks to Lois Heiman
for all the help.
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Arthur Petersen Elected President of the

Western Pacific Club

* At the October meeting, members
of The Western Pacific Club elected
Arthur Petersen president for the en-
suing year. Elected with him were
Marion Bong, lst Vice President; Cor-
nelius Murphy, 2nd Vice President; Jon-
othan Morgan, Treasurer; Edith Carter,
Secretary; Patricia Byrne, Assistant Sec-
retary; and Arthur Allen, Joehn Corven,
Vernon Geddes, Jack Hyland, Harry
Perrine and Harry Stark, Directors.

So you may know a little about our
new officers and directors, we offer a
few thumb-nail sketches.

Arthur Petersen, born at San Lorenzo,
California, first joined the WP in Aug-
ust, 1916, but left us in 1921. He return-
ed in May, 1922, as tonnage clerk and
is now head statistical clerk in our ac-
counting department.

Marion Edith Bong, of Green Bay,
Wisconsin, came to us in November,
1942, and is now wvoucher clerk in our
general auditor's office.

Cormnelius Edward Murphy, born in
San Francisco, began with WP in De-
cember, 1936. He is now a tabulating
machine operator in the transportation
department.

Jonothan Bradford Morgan, another
San Franciscan, started his WP ser-
vice in August, 1938, as a junior clerk
in the traffic department. He is now
fuel accountant in the general auditor's
office.

Edith Elizabeth Carter, a Broocklynite
... New York, that is, began as a
stenographer in our traffic department
in September, 1945. She is now secre-
tary to the general freight agent.

Patricia Byme, of Berkeley, California,
started with us in September, 1943, and
is now statistical clerk in the trans-
portation department.

Arthur Morrison Allen, an Oaklander,
started with WP as a clerk in the gen-
eral manager's office in February, 1937.
He is now head clerk, general adjust-
ment bureau, in our traffic department.

John Emerson Corven, born at Bay
City, Michigan, started with us in Aug-

ust, 1927, as a clerk. He is now as-
sistant auditor of miscellaneous ac-
counts.

Arthur Petersen
new club prexy

Vernon Wilfred Geddes, native San
Franciscan, joined the WP in June, 1831,
as a typist-clerk. Now he is govern-
ment rate clerk in our accounting de-
partment.

John Herbert Hyland., past president
of our club and Headlight columnist,
is a native Chicagoan . . . Illincis, of
course. His WP service began in Aug-
ust, 1926, as a junior clerk in our traf-
fic department. He is now head clerk
of that department's north coast ad-
justment bureau.

Harry Fletcher Perrine, a Canadian,
born at Fort Erie, Ontario, first worked
for WP in January, 1928. Shortly after,
we lost Harry through o force reduction,
but he came back in October, 1931, as
a roundhouse clerk. Now Harry is chief
clerk to our signal engineer.

Harry Ignatius Stark, born in San
Francisco, began with the WP in Jan-
uary, 1937, as interline clerk in our
accounting department. He is now tran-
sit clerk in the same depariment.

"Connie” Murphy, Jonothan Morgan
and Arthur Allen are World War II

veterans.

President "Pete” has announced following appointments . . .

"Tim" Moran |
George Welch )~
L "By" Larson .
Beth Deatherage .
John Corven
Tony Quill .

Co-Chairmen, Entertainment Committee

. Supervisor of Sports

Chairman, Welfare Committee
Chairman, Auditing Committee
. Chairman, Membership Committee

To them all, our felicitations and best wishes for a most successful regime.

November, 1946
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* Recently learned we have a.former newspaper man
right here in our Western Pacific Bldg. In fact, it
would be an excellent idea if we could persuade
him to write our "Sports Review' column for .. .
Harry Ardley (Chief Clerk Industrial Dept) has had
considerable experience in writing “sports columns”
for the San Francisco Examiner some years ago.

We regretfully overlooked it last month, but the former Nell Blocke (Treas. Dept)
is now Mrs. Walter Burkle—and has been since Sept. 14th, when she and Walt
were united in marriage and honey-mooned in the Pacific Northwest.

Editor Walter Mittelberg (GFA-Traffic) is still hobbling arcund with his “triple
threat” injury ... ankle, heel and toe, but of late has discarded the cane. It seems
the cane was slowing him down because he had to wait for the cane to catch up
with him...in his newly acquired walking stride.

From reports drifting in across the San Francisco Bay we learn a certain lady
(girl) at the Oakland Army Base just "loves” to hear and listen to the voice of
"Swede” Westman (Oakland Frt Office). Better listen in Jimmy Dillon . .. and learn
the difference between an "Irish Brogue” and the “"Swedish dialectic pronunciation’.

When little May Gee (Car Record) went to Los Angeles last month with her
family—we didn't know the full particulars, but we do now, for she returned with
an engagement ring presented to her by ... Allen Saiget. Our best wishes May,
and don't forget to tell us... "the date”.

Another Car Record Dept. girl...Joyce Clark received an engagement ring last
Sept. 18th, and through the grapevine we found out the "knot” will be tied some-
time next March. The bridegroom to be is...Alex Ogg.

A recent addition to Gen. Agent John Coupin's office is Lillias Downes (clerk-
steno) who hails from Waterbury, Conn., and formerly employed by the NYNH&H
RR. I can't blame anyone for leaving Waterbury, for as I recall it that's where they
manufacture . .. "alarm clocks".

Flickering candles provided the alter background for the wedding of Mary
Tanner (Treas. Dept) and Charles Rathburn, who were married at 4 p.m. Sunday
October 13th in the Calvary Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, Cal. The ceremony
was followed by a reception at the Westminster House on Bancroft Way, after
which the newlyweds slipped away for their honeymoon at Coronado. We join
their many friends in extending best wishes for their ftuture happiness.

Blessed event...for the Furtney's (Car Record) when little “Sandra Jean"” ar-
rived in Alameda, Cal. last Sept. 18th making Hal and Lorraine (nee Nordberg)
the proud parents of two girls. Their first youngster, Penny. is now about 2l
yvears old.

Richard Gollan departed from the Traffic Dept. last October 16th to become a
titled employe...a Traveling Freight Agent in John Coupin’s office, and thus
becomes in our usual railroad slang ... a street man. Sliding into the chair
vacated by Dick’'s promotion is Arthur Allen who is confronted with the “perils
of the transit desk”. Congratulations and best of luck to both.

Local Freight Office news...Alta Kopp and Edward Brennan. both former
Stockton-ites now working at "8th and Brannon”. Gene Macomber is new chief
clerk on Car Desk; Jeanette West arrived at the office with a new “haircut”
that appears to have a "New Orleans” style about it; Barbara Lathrop was seen
dining and dancing at the Palace Hetel last October 17th ... and Bill Hatfield was
reported to have been wearing a "TIE" the other day...a viclent yellow back-
ground, with chartreuse stripes. (Please Bill, don't wear anything like that on
bowling nights).

A new low (or high) was reached in the Freight Claim Dept. when Max Potter
brought his 7 year old son Gary., down to the office last month and had him
breaking in on the job. We hear... Gary swings a mean dictaphone recording.
Oh vyes...Madelon Campbell, a brunette and married (formerly of New Rochelle,
N.Y.) is now Tom Barry's (Freight Claim Agent) new secretary.

E. P. "George” Swain (Manifest Bureau) was surprised last October 18th when
the office force gave him a birthday party celebrating his (??)th birthday. We
learn he “cuts a very rugged slice of cake”.

Helen "Dinah” Decker (Traffic) left San Francisco last Oct. 4th on the ex-
position Flyer for an extended rail-air vacation through the middle east, visit-
ing friends in Minneapclis and Chicago (including Jeannette O'Grady, nee Sayles-
formerly SF-Traffic) as well as three brothers in Detroit. The monicker “Dinah”
is because Helen was pleasantly surprised by having a complimentary dinner
on the diner as a gift from her three "Don Juan Musketeers”—Messrs. Boyd Sells.
Jimmy Currey and Tom Pray (all traffic).

Tales out of school...but it was surprising to learn that Beth Deatherage
(Law Dept) is a cousin of that well known radic and screen comedian Gracie
Allen. We thought possibly that was how Beth acquired all her effervescent humor
... but Beth informs us Cousin Gracie is guite the serious type when not in a
radio or screen role.

Understand Peggy and Jimmy Drury (Car Record and Trans. Dept) are now in
training . ..and the reason is—they must catch the toast as it pops out of their
brand new “"Toastmaster”.

In case the "Traffickers” bowling team decide that Hal Nordberg (Traffic) isn't
doing too well—they can substitute with Mrs, Nordberg. We don't mean Hal's
wife, but we do mean his mother...for at Downtown Bowl last Oct. 10th, she
and Hal enjoved a few games and Mrs Nordberg came up with a...176 game.
(This was more than Hal had bowled in any of the league games that night).

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND
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Charles John Fischer New
President of Salt Lake
City Transportation Club

* For the year beginning October lst,
Charlie Fischer, our assistant general
agent at Salt Lake City, was elected
president of the local Transportation
Club.

Serving with him will be H. ]J. Neil-
son, of H. ]. Neilson, Inc., as first vice

president; Sam B. Kellogg, of United
Air Lines, as second vice president;
and M. K. Sims, of the Salt Lake Trans-
fer Co., as third vice president.

Charlie began his Western Pacific
service in our GO traffic department on
March 4, 1930, and has been stationed
at Salt Lake City since August 23,
1937. He was appointed assistant gen-
eral agent on November 1, 1943.

John Donald Perkins Dies

* John Donald Perkins, platform inspec-
tor for the dining car department at
Oakland, died suddenly in a San Fran-
cisco restaurant on October 3rd.

He was born at Effingham, Illineis,
September 7, 1893, entered Western
Pacific service as a dining car steward
in August, 1945; was promoted to plat-
form inspector on January 16, 1946.

His passing will be mourned by many
friends and associates in the dining
car department,

Toney Wilkin Edgar Retires

* Tonev W. Edgar, traveling freight
and passendger agent in our Sacramento
territory, retired on October 3lst, end-
ing more than twenty-six years of
Western Pacific service.

Toney was born on April 1, 1880, at
Jonesboro, Arkansas.

We join his many friends in wishing
him many happy vears of leisure.

-+ The Western Pacific Club



























