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A friend is a present yon give yourself. —Robert Louis Stevenson

EDITORIAL

* Western Pacific Railroad officers and employes are grateful to the officers
and men of the Wendover Army Air Field, to the Red Cross, to all the dociors
and nurses and others who so promptly and capably came to our assistance
when the Exposition Flyer eastbound was derailed at Pilot last month.

* The Portola electorate will go to the polls early this month to decide
whether or not that community should be incorporated into a city. From
time to time we've supported incorporation with our reasons for such sup-
port. To us, it is clear that Portolans have much to gain and little, if any-
thing, to lose through incorporation. The idea that incorporation would
limit the ability of a community to finance its projects
PORTOLA borders on the puerile. Funds ear-marked for the
INCORPORATION over-pass will be devoted to that purpose unless the
Board of Supervisors of Plumas County, by deliberate
action, diverts the funds, We find it difficult to believe that would be done.
A sanitary district, no matter how urgent its need, does not have the stand-
ing a city enjoys in raising funds. Obviously, a city has a marked advantage;
for instance, the State of California has appropriated $90,000,000 to the use
of counties and incorporated cities. Portola, if incorporated, would be en-
titled to participate to the extent of $25,000 of this fund by matching the
same from its own funds . ..and it appears that is possible. Sanitary districts
cannot participate. Either way, the over-pass will be progressed, but, unless
Portola is incorporated, the sanitary district will find the going rugged.

* Situated as it is, Portola will probably always be primarily a railroad and
lumber community, but incorporation, with its attendant general improve-
ment, might encourage vacation resort operators to enter the community, or
immediate vicinity. This would not only add to Portola’s prestige, but to its
financial stability and general well being. We simply must conclude that
thinking Portolans will go to the polls and vote for incorporation.

* We believe Percy Emerson spoke words of great wisdom when he said we
need “mental reconversion” on our railroad. Mental reconversion means
many things. The war is over for all practical pur-
MENTAL poses and the sooner we “get” that the faster we’ll
RECONVERSION move ahead. The excuses, alibis and apologies of
the war days just don’t go now. We've got to pro-
duce service and maintain it...and that in every phase of our operations
from the highest to the humblest. And we’ve got to have a sense of humor.
We’re moving from the automobile age to the era of airplanes. The em-
phasis is on speed. We must meet our competition. We must be dependable.
We must be courteous. Let’s stop kidding ourselves about crowded passen-
ger trains and full-tonnage manifest freights. They are not, from now on,
going to be handed us on a silver platter. Let’s snap out of it and adjust
our minds to the new conditions. We must be progressive if we are to
share in the business of tomorrow.
* (C&0’s Robert Young has won a more or less Pyrrhic victory. Through
sleeping car service between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts is now a reality,
but we can’t find that the C&0 or the Nickel Plate benefit
from same! It was a great fight though, Ma! Incidentally,
Mr. Young’s ad. writers may have something to learn about
railroad freight operations. The little pigs referred to,
according to law, must be unloaded within 36 hours for feed, water and
rest. Seldom is a train held for this operation. Now we don’t know whether
Mr. Young’s railroads handle pigs. If they do, they obviously dont go
far, for we can glean from the ads. that his railroads have a great com-
passion for pigs and people...and would not make either suffer! If Bill
Wenneman reads this, remember we must all evidence a sense of humor!

PIGS AND
PEOPLE

* Cancer is as deadly as ever. We must all cooperate to combat the menace.
Watch for symptoms in ourselves and others and suggest med-
CANCER . ; : i . oS
ical consultation ... offer our financial assistance in the ever-
growing struggle against the disease which robs us of more loved ones
than war or any other pestilence.
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WELLESLEY T. RICHARDS
At the March 28th meeting of the Pacific Rail-
way Club, when he was elected president of
that organization.

PORTOLA PASSINGS
By “Kirkie”

Eastern Division Fireman Elmer F.
Boice and Mrs. Boice are on an ex-
tended visit in the middle west with
relatives.

We now have two Diesel switch en-
gines in Portola yard so none of the
exira engineers are objecting too much
now when they catch one.

William 8. Jones, General Chairman
of the ORC, has bid in the passenger
run between Oroville and Winnemucca
in turn of Ceonductor Harry M. Leonard,
who is retiring after 31 years of service.

When ticket collector jobs were pull-
ed off between Oroville and Winne-
mucca, Conductor John McTaggart also
took his pension after almost 37 years
of service.

Five more well-known Portola boys
have returned to work for the W.P.
after being released from military ser-
vice: Milton LeRoy McNally (switch-
man) and John ]. McNally, Jr. (clerk)
sons of Trainmaster John J. McNally:
“Bud” Monahan (brakeman), son of
Train Desk Clerk “Bart”® Monahan;
Orren K. Prentiss (brakeman), son of
Terminal Trainmaster Philip K. Prentiss
at Stockton; and Ray Williams (fireman).

The Portola Baseball Club held a
benefit dance April 27th. It looks as
though the “Railroaders” are going to
have a ball team again this vear. Even
Trainmaster “Bill" Howell has been
taking a little work-out.

There are a lot of service pins in
evidence at Portola and the men seem
very proud to be wearing them. More
power to the Western Pacific!

The two Bruckner boys, Clarence and
George, Eastern Division brakemen, are
off on leaves of absence trying their
hand at a business of their cwn.

Western Division fireman Adolph Vo-
gel is also off on leave of absence
tending to The Portola Shoe Repair and
Fixery Shop. We can use this new
business in Portolal

GEORGE A. BRADLEY RETIRES

* On March 3lst, after nearly thirty-
six years of service with the Western
Pacific Railroad, George A. Bradley re-
tired as manager of our San Francisco
telegraph office.

Born at Logansport, Indiana, Novem-
ber 20th, 1870, "Brad” joined the W.P.
organization on April 13th, 1910, as a
telegrapher. A little more than five
vears later, on July lst, 1915, he was
appointed manager of our San Fran-
cisco telegraph office and held that post
until his retirement.

That hardly tells the story of all
Brad's years with us, but we heard
nothing of his retirement until well
after it was effective and haven't seen
him since.

We will miss him at GO and know
his many friends join us in wishing
Brad great happiness and contentment
in his well-earned leisure.

OUR COVER

By Moulin, this inspiring photograph
was made in the heart of the
National Tribute Grove of ever-living
Redwoods, preserved and establish-
ed in honor of those wheo have
served in the armed forces of the
United States in World War II...
those who live, as well as those who
gave their lives. We are indebted
to the Save-the-Redwoods League
for permission to use this picture.

CHARLES FREEMAN

* Appointment of Charles Freeman as
Telephone and Telegraph Engineer for
the Western Pacific Railroad, headquar-
ters San Francisco, effective April lst,
was announced by Sup't. of Transpor-
tation Quigley.

Prior to his appointment to this newly
created post, Freeman was on our tele-
phone and telegraph maintenance staff
at Oroville since January 1945. He was
associated with the Southern Pacific
for twenty-six years before coming to
the W.P.

He iz a native Coloradan...born at
Grand Junction in August 1889.

*x K *
OUR W P MEDALLION
* Many years ago....in lact some

thirty-six of them....Charlie (C. F.)
Craig, now assistant to the general
manager, used his not inconsiderable
artistic ability to produce for the West-
ern Pacific Railroad (then Railway) a
medallion which has stood the tests
of the years. It was in 1910 that Char-
lie made the original drawing and
shortly after it was adopted as our
railroad’s medallion.

Recently, Homer Bryan, expressed a
wish for a medallion in connection
with his safety program. He got it...
and it locks so much like our W.P.
medallion that, at first glance, you
may miss the "SAFETY FIRST" in place
of "WESTERN PACIFIC". Our tip to
you is don't ever forget SAFETY FIRST!

THE NEW BLUE ROOM AT THE
“WENDOVER ARMS"” HOTEL

The completely rencvated restaurant
at Wendover opened for business at

a.m. on March 20th. The opening
was a gay affair...the over-all setting
cclorful. Walls are finished in light
Dutch blue, wainscoated in matching
blue tile, with a ceiling of creamy
white.

The room is illuminated by eight
large fluorescent lights casting a soft
glow throughout. This elfect was aug-
mented by the rays of the morning
sunlight through the nine large win-
dows, draped in baby blue and old
rose cretonne in an attractive floral
pattern.

The counters, running the full length
of the dining room, with wings on
either end, have a seating capacity
to accomodate twenty-nine persons. The
counter surface has a hard stain resist-
ant finish of beautiful buff composition.

The center-piecs, in the middle of
the circle, consists of a combination
refrigerator, equipped with three sinks
and a coffee urn, water faucet for
drinking water and adequate space
for preparing the nicest of delicacies.
Further decoration was a floral piece
of budding roses in a sefting of sprigs
of Baby PBreath. The food was served
by three lovely waitresses dressed in
uniforms of blue.

The kiichen is equipped with a new
butane burning range with overhead
ventilation, automatic dishwasher, two
walk-in mechanical ice-boxes for meat
and vegetable storage, with circulat-
ing cooling system, which can be reg-
ulated to five degrees below zero. The
kitchen is also day-lighted by a fluec-
rescent lighting system.

The entire hotel upstairs is air-
conditioned, with newly painted and
remodeled washrooms; also a remod-
eled bathroom, including tub and
shower baths, with cement floors and
new fixtures arranged to suit the
taste of an Eastern Potentate.

In addition, the waiting room, tele-
graph office, yard office and trainmas-
ter's office have also been brightened
by the installation of a flucrescent light-
ing system.

We hope this beautiful dining room
and kitchen, and all the modern im-
provements in the hotel, will be ap-
preciated by the employes who use
them to the extent that they will co-
operate with Manager Charley Wein-
kerg in keeping them clean and com-
fortable . . . their "other home at the end
of the run” —I. L. “Kil" Kilgore.
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FRANK DOLLINS OF THE MOP

]. Frank Dollins, district passenger
agent in San Francisco for the Missouri
Pacific Lines, has been promoted to
assistant general passenger agent at
Kansas City.

Frank is well known to all Western
Pacific passenger representatives in the
northern California territory and they
were all happy to hear of his promotion.

Bruce C. Rayburn, formerly traffic re-
presentative at Little Rock, will hence-
forth be the Missouri Pacific’'s district
passenger agent at San Francisco.






























