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A flower unblown; a book unread ;
A tree with [ruit unharvested;
A path wuntrod; a bouse whose roon:s
Lack yet the beart's divine perfumes;
A landscape whose wide border lies
i silent shade ‘neath silent skier;
A wondrous fountain yet unrealed;
A casker with its gifts concealed—
Thir is the year that for you waits
Beyond tomorrow’s myrtic gates.

The New Year

. —Horario Nelson Powers

EDITORIAL

* The year 1946 . . . a path untrod . . . 365 rooms of gifts concealed. How
many of them will we permit destiny or fate to allow us to find? On the whole.
we will make these days what we will. No doubt, many of us have used up a
little spare time promising ourselves, in the form of New Year’s
resolutions, that we will not do this or that, or we will do this and
that, in the amazing millennium . . . 1946. Pitifully small will be
the number of such resolutions which survive the first week of the new year.
Yet it is pleasant lo delude ourselves into the comfortable belief that this year
we will drop one bad habit, or acquire one good habit. More power to you
if you can do it! And our best wishes to you all that tomorrow’s mystic gates
will be opened to more pleasant scenes than your eyes have previously beheld.

1946

* During this month, the annual March of Dimes drive will be conducted for
the benefit of victims of the dread infantile paralysis. Let

MARCH none of us fail to contribute our dime. That seemingly in-
OF DIMES significant sum, given by 100,000,000 Americans, more or less,

will provide funds for fighting the ravages of this frightful
disease and for medical research looking toward preventive measures.

* January 4th marks the 50th year of Utah’s statehood. Says The Columbia

Encyclopedia . . . “The state has a high percent-

UTAH ... 50 YEARS age of literacy, a good health record, and a good

OF STATEHOOD financial record.” Briefly, that is the record of the

Mormon, or Deseret State . . . and a better record

than that of Utah would be difficult to discover in the other 47 states. Next

year, Utah will celebrate a great anniversary in her history. May she grow
and prosper with the passing years!

* On the Sunday morning, November 25th, Westinghouse program, John
Nesbitt suggested the San TFrancisco-Oakland Bay
Bridge be re-christened “The Emperor’s Bridge,” hon-
oring the legendary (but factual) “Emperor” Norton of
San Francisco’s early days. And why not, ask we, since
“Emperor” Norton was the first known advocate of a bridge over the bay?

THE EMPEROR'S
BRIDGE

* Early last month, while canvassing Oakland and San Francisco Western Pa-
cific workers with our Bond Chairman, a Western Division official was assured
by a San Francisco hotel that accommodations would
SAN FRANCISCO be available for him upon arrival at the hotel. He ar-
HOSPITALITY? rived about six in the evening and was informed no
rooms were available, To further impress current San
F'rancisco hospilality upon our official, no offer whatever was made to assist him
in securing a night’s lodging. For a while, he wandered the streets and wound
up in a second or third rate establishment, where he was permitted to stay the
night by registering himself and wife and paying the double rate for a single
room. Though we personally have no qualms about mentioning the names of
these “friendly” hotels. we refrain from doing so in deference to the official
involved. Government Bond campaigning always did have its thankless aspect,
but when “hospitality” such as this is added to the brew it is really a trifle
discouraging!
These remarks must not be construed as an indictment of all San Francisco
hotels. Fact is we know that at least one—The Plaza—whose management has
done its level best to provide accommodations for our visitors.
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CALIFORNIANA

* Via Western Express and Stagecoach

by Oscar Osburn Winther was released

by the Publishers, the Stanford Univers-
ity Press, in mid-November 1945. The
boock narrates the colorful story of
stagecoach and express transportation
in the West before the coming of the
“Iron Horse,”
California at the cry of gold. It's the

human, picturesque and exciting ac-

when people rushed to

count of moving men, mail, their pos-
essions and valuables . . . the epic
history of the Pony Express; of Wells
Fargo, and other pioneer express com-
panies; famous and infamous personal-
ities such as Ben Holladay, Black Bart,
"One-Eyed Charlie” Parkhurst; and,
without bogging down in facts and fig-
ures, the story of the early stagecoach
companies and their life and death
battles for conircl. Dr. Winter, the au-
thor, Professor of History at Indiana
University, has written several articles
and books on early Cclifornia and is
for this year research fellow at the
Huntington Library in San Marino, Cali-
fornia. [llustrations are numerous and
interesting. Price $3.00.

The Stanford University Press also re-
leased Ships of the Redwood Coast in
QOctober 1945, This work was written by
Jack McNairn and Jerry MacMullen and
is an intriguing account of the little
ships, with the huge deckloads of lum-
ber, that plied the California, Oregon
and Washington coasts, and of the men
who operated and sailed them. It's the
story of "Paul Bunyan's Country”; of
the Mendocino Dog-Holes, the open
coves where the ships were loaded
from wire cables:; of the cargoes, the
wrecks, the tycoons (not typhoons!) and
the famous old skippers, with illustra-
tions. Price $3.00.

Also released in November last was
Trail to California, the Overland Journal
of Vincent Geiger and Wakeman Bry-
arly with the Charlestown Expedition.
It is edited by David M. Potter, of Yale
University. The journal of two South-
erners, one from Virginia and the other
from Maryland, covering a gold-rush
journey in ‘49 from St Joe, Mo., to John-
son's ranch near Sacramento. Bryarly's
account of his inspection of the Donner
Camp is of unusual interest. He was a
doctor and served for a time as Sur-
geon General of the California Militia.
Geiger faced a murder charge in Red
Bluff, skipped out and finally died in
Valparaiso! Price $3.50.

ARTHUR BEDFORD GUDMUNDSEN

* We are very sorry to have to record
the passing of Arthur B. Gudmundsen,
Western Division conductor, of Oroville.
Injured in an accident near Tobin on
November 16th, he was rushed to Cro-
ville, where Dr. Kusel performed an
emergency operation and blood trans-
tusions were given. "A. B.” was then
taken to St. Joseph's Hospital, where
he died on December lst following a
second operation for removal of a blood
clot which had caused him to lose his
sight.

“A. B.” was born at Laramie, Wyom-
ing, September 14th, 1885, and had rail-
roaded for 39 years, the last 15 with the
Western Pacific. His previous service
had been with the Santa Fe and South-
ern Pacific. After seven years as a brake-
man with us, he became a conduclor
on work trains operating in the Feather
River Canvyon.

Popular with his associates, Arthur
Gudmundsen will be missed by all who
knew him.

CANCER QUIZZ
DO YOU KNOW—

THAT—persistent indigestion; sores
ot the lip, mouth or tongue that
won't heal; changes in the size or
color of warts, moles or birth-
marks, or sudden loss of weight,
MAY be early cancer symptoms?

THAT — many cancers can be
cured when recognized early and
treated promptly by your doctor
or an approved clinic?

THAT — the only medically ap-
proved methods of cancer treat-
ment are Surgery, X-Rays and
Radium?

THAT—your best investments are
periodic check-ups by your doc-
tor?

Chances are that you may NOT
have cancer. But if yvour doctor or
clinic says you have—DON'T FEAR.
Cancer is curable if recognized early
and treated promptly by competent
physicians or clinics. AVOID QUACK
CURES! For further information write
to the American Cancer Society, 350
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

CHARLES WILLIAM CARPENTER

* Charles W. Carpenter, retired chief

lineman for the Western Division,
passed

home in Oroville.

away MNovember 17th at his

He was born at Chicago, lllincis, on
April 30th, 1876. After being graduated
from high school, he studied electrical
engineering and specialized in teleg-
raphy. He joined the Western Pacific
organization on December 1st, 1909, and
retired on April 1st, 1943,

"CALIFORNIA CAVALCADE"

*KFRC, every Sunday evening from
10:00 to 10:15, is airing this new pro-
gram via which eminent authorities
will discuss California conditions . . .
health insurance; veterans' affairs; in-
dustrial reconversion; small business;
agriculture and its problems of produc-
tion; labor and housing; our highways
of the future; and other subjects dealing
with the state in which we live, work
and play.

Listen in! Questions are welcomed
and will be answered!

%k

RIGHTS OF TRAINS

* Reviewed briefly in our October issue,
the third edition of RIGHTS OF TRAINS
is now off the press. This volume ana-
lyzes the Standard Code of Operating
Rules of the Association of American
Railroads as applied to single and
double track and completely explains
and illustrates train rules, train orders
and transportation problems of the oper-
ating department of any American rail-
road.

Written by the late Harry W. Forman,
retired assistant to our general man-
ager, regarded as cne of the greatest
rules examiners of his time, out of ex-
perience extending over half a century,
RIGHTS OF TRAINS has long been rec-
ognized as a standard authority.

The new edition was revised by
"Pete"” Josserand, formerly our night chiel
dispatcher at Sacramento, now associ-
ate editor of "The Train Dispatcher,”
Chicago. The manuscript was checked
by rules experts of the Western Pacific,
Central Railroad of New Jersey and
the Chicago and North Western.

The Standard Code is presented para-
graph by paragraph. Reasons behind
each rule are given, followed by dis-
cussion of special rules on some of the
larger roads that vary from the Stand-
ard Code practice because of local
operating conditions. Questions and
answers likely to be met in rules ex-
aminations test the reader’'s under-
standing of the application of each
Code rule.

Priced at $3.50, copies are obtainable
through the publisher, the Simmons-
Boardman Publishing Cerp., 30 Church
Street, New York 7, N. Y.

* K K

NEWTON ASHBY RICHARDS

* On October 3lst, 1945, Roadmaster
Newton A. Richards retired after more
than 25 years of service with the West-
ern Pacific.

Born at Brockway, Oregon, October
Sth, 1878, Richards came to us on Sep-
tember 3rd, 1920, as a section foreman
and five vears later was appointed
roadmaster, working in that capacity at
Bieber, Keddie and Elko. For the past
vear, because of ill health, he was sta-
tioned at Qakland as assistant road-
master. Belore coming to the Western
Pacitic, Richards served eleven vyears
with the Southern Pacific in Oregon.

He is making his home at Croville.
His many friends wish him health and
happiness in retirement,
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* From Ray Thomson (Local Freight Office) we learn
that this isn't such a large world after all, for re-
cently two boys from our "8th and Brannan St—
Local Freight Office” were reunited in Manila, when
Hoyt Yeungbloed, U. S. Coast Guard boatswain, and
Capt. Robert Youngbloed happened to be in the same
place at the same time. It was their first meeting since September 1943, and un-
doubtedly they were very thanklul to their mother, Mrs. Dorothy Youngbloed, who
informed them of each other's whereabouts after she had received letters from each
of them, dated three days apart and both written at Tacloban.

Latest we hear from Jeannette Sayles, ARC-54448 (formerly Traffic), is that she has
cleared up the hospital cases at the 62nd General and is now located at the 97th
General Hospital. Didn't learn whether she was still in Paris, France, or if they
have moved into Germany, but if she reads this and writes me, then we'll know.

We are always locking and listening for news items but this time we overlocked
an important one . . . {for John E. Corven was appointed Asst. Auditor Miscellaneous
Accounts, and upon further checking find the appointment was made retroactive
as of September 17, 1945, Anyway, John, please accept our belated congratulations,
and the new position has improved your bowling.

A recent letter from Lt. Harold Furtney (Trans. Dept.) indicates he is now stationed
at McCook, Neb., which he mentions is worse than Texas, Arizona, and points . . .
east or west. Hal also mentioned his wife, Lorraine, with daughter Penny Lee are
living in Miami, Fla., and it is possibly the many miles separating Nebraska from
Florida that has changed Hal's viewpoint with regard to McCook.

During the past month, Lou Jean Keller (Treasury Dept.) has had a couple of nice
showers . . . a negligee, a kitchen and a linen shower, which should definitely
mean something, and it does . . . for she expects to change name in the very near
tuture, and the fellow placing the ring upon her finger will be .. . Paul Lee Gary.

Service men in transit, Merchant Marine seamen ashore, the whole medley of
officers and men from all the wartime services temporarily in San Francisco last
Thanksgiving Day found a warm welcome and heaps of good things to eat at the
United Seamen’s Service Club, 439 Market St. Understand over ten turkevs with all
the trimmings were served during the day, and acting as chairman of the affair was
Mrs. M. M. Bettencourt, wife of Manuel Bettercourt (Pazsgr. Dept.), and we learn
"Manny” was pressed into service, being elected as “carver” of the turkeys.

Dropping intoe the office last month was our long lost Capt. Don L. Burgess (Traf-
fic Dept.), who has seen Army service in many far distant Pacific islands. While
"Smilin” Don appeared as chipper as ever, he sort of looked much more brown in
color than before, but then I assume after taking all those pills and being under a
tropical sunshine, anyvone would take on a darker hue. We hear Don expects io
return io the office sometime after the first of the year.

Last November 24th at the Mission Covenant Church, San Francisco, Cal., Marie
Skovbo (Treasury Dept.) becamer Mrs. Emil Seppa, when at 8 P.M. she exchanged
marriage vows in a double ring ceremony. After a reception, the bridal couple
dashed away to the Claremont Hotel in Berkeley, and later to Palm Springs, Cal,
for the completion of their honeymoon. Qur best wishes.

Hy - Lites

By JACK HYLAND

Well .. . fer heaven's sake, Frankie (Sinatra) Sell, Los Angeles. finally dropped
me a line to let me know the Los Angeles office of the Western Pacific is still in
operation and they have two former AT&SF men now employed . . . James Galla-

way and Earl Esser. (Incidentally, Frankie, suppose you noticed Charlie Van Zandt
is now working in our Traffic Dept., and he knows vou quite well, in fact he remem-
bers our "gold star” pal . . . Eddie Reel.)

Last December 14th was a great day for Muriel Baird (Treas. Dept.) for upon
that date her husband, Kenny, completed his course in the U. 8. Maritime service,
becoming an “Ensign” which entitles him to wear that “gold stripe.” Good luck,
Kenny.

It looks like Pwt. Clifford Worth (Traffic) passed with flying colors for his latest
change of address card reads: Squadron S, Training Sqgd. B. O.C.S., Maxwell Field,
Alabama. Best luck, Cliff, and now let's change that “"Pvi” to "Lieut” . . . and in
the meantime be careful of “"dem suthemers.”

The, Treasusy Dapt. will have a few newcomers, or I should say newcomers o
the present office force, for returning to the W.P. fold on December 26th is Timethy
Moran (formerly U. S. Coast Guard), and sometime during January we understand
Anne Kenny (formerly Marine Corps) will return. We say . . . Welcome home.

While on the subject of newcomers—we have heard, ves, we've heard—there is
to be an addition to the Arthur Allen (Traffic) family sometime during the first part

of this year: If it's a girl, they will then have two girls, but if it's a boy ... well
then they'll have a girl and a boy.
“"Mission completed” . . . for Jay Barbeau (Traffic) had the stork deliver at ithe

Frovidence Hospital, Oackland, Cal, on November 26th 1:48 PM. a little bov,
weighing 7 lbs. 2 oz. answering to the name of “Steven Creighton Barbeau.” The
latest arrival makes Jay the father of two boys.

You can never tell what will happen next . . .but early in the morning on De-
cember 17th, James Underwood (Traffic) dropped into his own office (seems "Weoody”
was on a vacation] and had with him a young lady .. . whom he introduced as
Miss Lois C. Horning (from cur Chicago office). Thank goodness, the sun was shin-
ing, for she can now tell Kenway Stoney (Chicago-New York, etc.) of our wonder-
ful California weather.

SPORTS REVIEW
By Jack Hyland

* On December 20th, the "First Half”
of the Western Pacific's 1945-46 bowling
schedule came to a conclusion, with
the Auditors sweeping through their
series with the Traffickers by taking all
three games to wind up in undisputed
first place position, shoving their rivals
down into third spot. The Transporta-
tion team had their troubles but still
had enough on the "bowling” ball to
win their three games [rom the Pas-
senger Traffic keglers which resulted in
their finishing in three place. The
Freight Accounts outfit won only one
game aond thus they toock over fourth
position. The first four teams were re-
warded in a lucrative manner for the
split on the prize fund was 40-30-20-10
per cent of the total . . . {even "yours
truly” received some).

The following team standings indi-
cate their position (final for the first
half) after the December 20th games:

Won Lost H.G. H.S.

Auditors ... 28 14 923 2471
Transportation ... 26 16 863 2444
Traffickers ... 23 19 928 2503
Freight Accts._.. 22 20 844 2494
Freight Agents . 20 22 857 2385
Passgr. Traffic ... 222 0 BPn - AAb]
Oakland Carmen 17 25 857 2385
Engineers .12 30 840 2397

Rintala Individual League Leader

Since Axel Rintala was inserted into
the Auditors’ line-up as a regular play-
er, his bowling has been very consist-
ent, and after bowling 24 games we
find him in sole possession of the top
spot. Even Howard Sevey must now
admit Axel is our official leader, for
after referring to the bowlers’ "Blue
Bock,” 21 games or more must be bowl-
ed to obtain an official recognized
average.

The individual averages for the so-
called "Big Ten" including games of
the final night of the first half are:

Gms. Avg. HG. H.S.

Rintala e FOIRT 243 B
Sevey e 42 166 237 579
Dooling ....ee.. 36+ 165 203 . 527
Corven 42 164 213 549
Cordlg. o .39 164 203 9545
Hudkins 42 162 211 ~609
Heagney ... 42 162 225 540
Brown . 39 162 205 552
Casey . .42 159 194 524

Hyland 39. 158 201 519

At the commencement of this season,
our league restricted the bowlers to
“men only,” but it hasnt dampened
the spirit of Margaret Patsey for on
December 18th at the Marina Bowl she
slammed out a 516 series which in-
cluded a 236 high game—which score
was high for the day at this establish-
ment. We wish Marge continued suc-
cess and hope she keeps on winning
those dimes from her “Character Club”
team mates.















