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Few can be induced to labor exclusively for posterity; and none will do it enthusi-
astically. Posterity has done nothing for us; and theotize on it as we may, prac-
tically we shall do very little for it, unless we are made to think we are at the
same time doing something for ourselves.

—Abraham Lincoln.

EDITORIAL PAGE

* This observation of the immortal Lincoln was made in February, 1842, by co-
incidence, possibly, on the 22nd, the birth date of another immortal, Washington; yet,
in retrospect, it seems that both these truly great men labored exclusively for pos-
terity. Now, many generations later, we Americans are again in the midst of an-
other critical period. The prospects of victory for our arms is certain, though the
road to ultimate success still may be long and bloody. The shortening of that road
is the challenge to the home-fronters. Any dalliance on our part is defaulting in
the debt we owe our fighting men and, more realistically, actually akin to treascon.
But, even after the unconditional surrender of our enemies, what is the prospect for
a lasting peace? And, collaterally, what is the prospect for national solvency?
To lead us out of the morass of difficulties which will beset us, we will need a
leader with the fortitude of Washington, the humility and steadfastness of Lincoln
and all the best attributes of the thirty other presidents! The prospect for such a
man is bleak? Be of stout heart! Providence gave us a Washington and a Lincoln
and, may it please our Divine Maker, we shall be thrice blessed.

% In our December issué we gratefully acknowledged the assistance given by
some of our Headlight associates, but we overlooked one man who performs an
heroic job monthly . . - Bill Stout . . . our business manager. It is Bill who, in addi-
tion to keeping our financial records, labors industriously every month to get our
magazine into the hands of our readers. Jack Hyland sends the magazine ito our
men and women in the armed forces, whose addresses have been furnished us, but
it is reliable Bill Stout who takes care of the balance of our mailing list. We salute Bill
for his loyalty and diligence. And we are grateful as well to our staff reporters
who weather the foibles of the editor and carry on nobly!

* Marsh Maslin, the well-known newspaper columnist, became director of publicity
for The Redwood Empire Association at the turn of the new year. Our editorial
staff feels kindly disposed toward Maslin for a selfish reason! On occasion he
mentioned us in his San Francisco CALL-BULLETIN column THIS IS THE LIFE. We
wish him happiness and success.

% The American Red Cross 1945 War Fund campaign will begin March lst and
run through the entire month, the President having designated March as Red Cross
Month. Should you wonder what the Red Cross does with vour contributions . . .
last year they aided 60,000 victims of disaster; shipped 10.-
800,000 parcels to American and United Nations prisoners of
war, plus additional parcels of clothing and medical supplies;
maintained overseas more than 700 clubs and rest homes
and nearly 200 clubmobiles (39 are cinemobiles bringing
movies and music to our fighting men in the field); main-
tained blood donor centers in 31 cities; trained more than
80,000 volunteers for hospital service; issued 600,000 certificates
in first aid, 300,000 in home nursing and 400,000 in swimming
and water safety; and, among countless other activities, re-
cruited 15,000 nurses for service in the Army and Navy. To
continue this work . . . and necessarily broaden its scope . . .
the American Red Cross needs YOUR help!

* One of the really homeric problems we must face after victory is that of provid-
ing work for our returning service men. Remembering that the majority of them
were quite young when entering the armed forces and realizing they will be mature
men when they discard the serial numbers and return to civilian life, if we've any
appreciation of the debt we owe them we should also appreciate the necessity
of providing work that is worthy. If the editor knew the answer, he would run for
the presidency (foclish bov!), but we hope someone holds the key to the problem.

* February 2nd is Ground Hog Day . . . that's the day, according to rural tradition,
when the little woodchuck comes out of hibernation, i.e., comes out of his hole to
look around and note changes, if any. If the day is sunny, be naturally casts a
shadow. Being sensitive, this frightens the litile feller and he scurries back to
his hole for another six weeks. That is the sign of a late spring. Should, however,
the little animal not see his shadow, either because of premature blindness (1) or
because the day is cloudy, he will be happy and remain above ground, which
should make us all happy, for it is the old-fashioned harbinger of an early spring.
The 12th of course is Abraham Lincoln's birthday (born 1809); the l4th is St. Valen-
tine's Day (Cupid with his bow and arrow will be very active). It is also Ash
Wednesday, the first day of Lent. Our Battleship MAINE was sunk in Habana
Harbor on the 15th, in 1888, leading to hostilities with Spain; and, on the 22nd we
celebrate the birthday of George Washington (born 1732).

+* And don't forget to buy your War Bonds through the Payroll Savings Plan. If
you haven't vet, sign that allotment card today and help improve the already fine
showing being made by Western Pacific, Sacramento Northern and Tidewater
Southern workers.
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RANDOM

% Listening to Don Ameche, on the Chase & Sanborn Bergen-McCarthy radio
program of a recent Sunday, singing a verbal hymn of praise for scheool teachers
who remain on their iobs during the current emergency, we were reminded of an-
other Don . . . Donald A. Parent, of Elko. Don handles the second shift roundhouse
clerking at that point. Before arriving at the roundhouse at 4 p.m., he has already
performed the chore of teaching Latin and Spanish to beginners and advanced
students at the Elko County High Schooll We hope he doesn't suffer from insomnial
And we think he tops those praised by Don Ameche.

With Sup't. Glenn Curtis’ permission, our next subject is a letter from Lt. Walter
L. Phipps to the former. Phipps was a Western Division fireman before entering
the Army in 1943 and is now a road foreman and Second Lieutenant. He says he
was in the Engineers for awhile; then joined the 750th Railway Operating Battalion,
ran an engine on the Pennsylvania’s Fort Wayne Division a few months, was later
graduated from OCS and sent to the 752nd R.O.B., serving as road foreman until
that unit went overseas; is now with the 770th R.O.B. doing the same work. With
so many effete Easterners around, it appears Walter has his hands full protecting
the reputation of western railroads! More power to him. Of his railroad, the Clai-
borne and Polk, he says . . . the track is very poor, but, if the boys don't go too
fast, we don't have too many derailments! He says it's a pretty good railroad,
though most people think not. We're reserving our vote! His address is ASN
(0-1948520, Co. "C”, 770th Railway Operating Battalion, Camp Claiborne, Louisiana.

Charles Layng, of Chicago, recently promoted to western editor of Railway Age
and other publications of the Simmons-Boardman Publishing Company, was a
visitor last month at Western Pacific’'s GO. It was his first irip to San Francisco
since assuming his new duties. After considerable railway service in various
capacities, including that of trainmaster for the Southern Railway, Layng joined
the staff of Railway Review, subsequently becoming its managing editor. When
that publication was taken over by Railway Age, he became its transportation
editor. He is a director of the American Asscciation of Railway Superintendents
and, having spent much time abroad in the study of foreign languages, his services
have been utilized by Government intelligence organizations since Pearl Harbor in
preparing reports on both European and Oriental railways. His background of
practical railroad knowledge, together with an evident fine writing ability, com-
bine to assure Western railroads of sympathetic treatment at his hands. We wish
him every success.

From Omcha we learn that our own Leslie Stoltzman, chief clerk to GA Perl
White, has been elected secretary of the Trans-Missouri Passenger Club for the cur-
rent year. Garrett . Kerkstra {Rock Island) was elected president and other officers
are Arthur |. Johnson (Union Pacific), Frank Bohaty (Burlington), Yale W. Pregler
(B&O) and Harry Withrow (Union Pacific). Our best wishes to them all.

Pfc. Kathleen Dewhirst, Marine Corps Women's Reserve, has been transferred
from the San Diego Marine Corps Base to the Depot of Supplies, San Francisco.
Kathleen was on our superintendent’s staff at Sacramento prior to enlisting. She
is a sister of Dan Irwin, now chief clerk to our general storekeeper, and a daughter
of Agent Dan Irwin, at Portola. Our Portola operative, Jessie Hoag. tell us Kathleen
was a visitor at the Portola Irwin home just before Christmas.

From Healy Fork, Alaska, comes a letter we feel of sufficient interest to warrant
reproduction, particularly since it conveys greetings to our Eastern Division friends.
It is from George Gale, ex-telegrapher, dispatcher and agent and, on his word,
auther of the Boomer Box-car! We quote . . . As I sit beside the cherry red coal
stove in the Healy station, looking out the window and see the great Nerthern
Lights swaying and whispering across the sky, I wonder what my many friends on the
Eastern Division of the Western Pacific are doing. The desert would be pretty
good right now as the frost makes the foundation of the station crack and pop.
Far up and down the river, the ice booms like distant artillery as the river is

lowering and the ice is breaking and falling to the water level. Far out to the

west, on the tundra, a giant timber wolf howls at the Northern Lights. Who wouldn't
at such a wavy, shadowy white world? But he is in turn answered by a pack of
white arctic wolves over across the Nenana River; then, low and behold, a pack
of coyotes, right back of the station, begin their yapping and barking. This is
all too much for our village malemutes and huskies, who take up the long drawn
out howls of the wolves. Old Skipper, the lead-deg in the Nome-Nenana race,
stands out on top of his dog-house. The hair around his shoulders is as shaggy
as a buffale’'s and his jaws seem to reach clear back to his shoulders. He locks
weird and eerie standing out there as the waving shadows cross and re-cross him.
Well, I must close with regards to the folks all along the line . . Winnemucca, Weso,
Golconda and Elko. . . . Unquote. Healy, Alaska, (Healy Fork is the post office
address) is 112 miles southwest of Fairbanks via The Alaska Roalroad, which is
owned and operated by our Government's Department of the Interior. Healy's
location is approximately B5 degrees latitude, 149 degrees longitude. For compari-
son, San Francisco is roughly 38 degrees latitude and 122 degrees longitude.

In these columns last month, we reported that Majer John C. Nelan was at Miami

Beach, Florida. Comes now Len Gariner
(general agent, Cincinnati) with word
that John was not allowed to enjoy too
much of the Florida sun. Early last
month, John reported to the Fifth Service
Command at Columbus, Chie, and was
assigned as District Transportation Of-
ficer, Fifth Service Command, Cincin-
nati District. Len advises John is living
at the Marburg Hotel, 260 Ludlow Ave-
nue, Cincinnati, if any of his (John's)
creditors are interested!

From M/Sgt. Jack E. Kenady, who is
with the 726th Railway Operating Bat-
talion, comes a copy of the C.B.L
ROUNDUP, date-lined Delhi (India),
Thursday, November 9, 1944, with an
excellent likeness of cinemactress Mar-
jorie Woodworth gracing page one!
The C.B.I. ROUNDUP (we quote) is a
weekly newspaper of the United States
Forces, published by and for the men
in China, Burma and India: It is printed
by THE STATESMAN in New Delhi and
Calcutta, India. Before entering the
Army, Jack was with the Tidewater
Southern as chief clerk to the superin-
tendent. We're always glad to hear
from him and know that his many
friends join us in wishing him well.

With this issue, Wendover's Floella
M. Jones (yard clerk) makes her debut
as a staff reporter, batting for our
“regular”, Marchetta Cronin McDuffie,
whose husband® Sgt. L. W. McDulffie,
received a furlough. Nuf sed!—The
Editor.

* Kk *

RICHARD L. LONGSHORE PROC-
MOTED TO CHIEF ENGINEER.
SACRAMENTO NORTHERN
RAILWAY

* Richard L. Longshore was appointed
chief engineer for the Sacramento
Northern Railway, headquarters Sacra-
mento, effective December 26, 1944, ac-
cording to announcement by General
Manaoger Rowray.

Longshore was born at-Ossian, Indi-
ana, on June 30, 1891. Following gradu-
ation from Tri State College, Angola,
Indiana, he began his railrcad career
with the Oregon Short Line at Bliss,
Idaho, in 1910. From 1912 to 1914, he
was with the Pennsylvania Railroad in
Indiana and Michigan. Then, for three
years, he was county engineer for
Adams County, Indiana. From 1917 to
1941 he held wvarious positions in the
construction, maintenance and operat-
ing departments of the Wabash Rail-
way at Detroit, Chicago and St. Louis.
From 1941 to 1943, he served as chief
engineer for the Litchfield and Madi-
son Railway, at Edwardsville, Illinois,
and during the years 1943 and 1944, he
was with the Western Pacific at Qak-
land, San Francisco and Elko as in-
strumentman and assistant engineer.

Longshore succeeds Claude B. Bruner,
who retired after 33 years of zervice.


















