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Yesterday is but a dream and tomorrow is only a vision. i
But, today, well lived, makes every yesterday a dream of happiness.
And each tomorrow a vision of hope.

—From a translation of The Sanskrit.

EDITORIAL PAGE

% And each tomorrow a vision of hope! How dreary this world would be were
we without our vision, our dream, our hope of tomorrow . . . the future. Our hopes
and our dreams of tomorrow are our shield against the every-day difficulties of
life . . the reverses we suffer. How true this is, and has been . . as we pass through
the travail of war. And yet we Americans (civilians) are undoubtedly the luckiest
pecple on earth. During these terrible vears we've sacrificed little. We have not
had to endure the hardships of war, as have the peoples of our allies. 5till we've
much to hope for. The safe return of our loved ones . . . our friends . . . now
serving in the armed forces and a world peace to follow this conflict which may
stand as a barrier against the insanity which periodically robs the world of the
cream of its manhood.

Some of us indulge in New Year resolutions. At the time, assuring ourselves
that we will not again do this or that seems like a good idea. A well-known road
is paved with such resolutions! Still, it is a time for inventory. The advent of u
new vear, more so than a birthday, impresses the wisdom of Austin Dobson’s
“Time goes, you say? Ah no! Alas, Time stays, we go.” If our stock-taking con-
vinces us of the fallacy of this or that and we've the intelligence to change our
course . . . and the will to stick to it . . . to that extent the New Year thinking has
its value. Happy New Year! :

* As we go to press, final steps in Western Pacific Railroad's financial reorgani-
zation are being taken. The new securities are just about ready for delivery to
the adjudged creditors, as decided by the Interstate Commerce Commission and
the Federal District Court (Judge A. F. St. Sure). When our magazine reaches
you, the Western Pacific Railroad proceeding will almost surely have been dis-
missed by Judge St. Sure and our railroad will once again be officially solvent.
More than nine vears ago, in 1835, inability to meet all financial obligations,
resulting from several years of atrophied revenues, forced management to seek
refuge under Section 77B. An improvement program initiated in 1927, after the
advent of Arthur Curtiss James on the Western Pacific scene, had necessarily to
be curtailed due to the business depression of the thirties . . . and finally aband-
oned until surcease was obtained from the then onerous fixed charges. Later, under
the impact of a tremendous war-time traffic, Western Pacific exhibited a tonnage
carrying capaciity unsuspected by many. Now, with the road's funded debt
drastically reduced and with fixed charges cut to assure substantial coverage
during post-war years when gross earnings will return to a more nearly normal
level (and your guess as to what will constitute a normal level in the post-war
era is as good as ours, no doubt!), we can face the future with a new feeling of
confidence and the comforting conviction that financial difficulties will not again
beset us for many moons. In any event, we begin the new year on a sound sol-
vent footing.

% The March of Dimes, under the auspices of the National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis, will be held January 14th to 3lst. All railroaders are urged to join the
great crusade against infantile paralysis.

* Many illustrious Americans were born in January . . . Millard Fillmore (13th
president . . born 1800) on the 7th; Alexander Hamilton (born 1757) on the 1lth;
Benjamin Franklin (born 1708) on the 17th; (Robert E. Lee (born 1807) on the 19th;
Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson (born 1824) on the 2lst; William McKinley (25th
president .. born 1843) on the 29th; Franklin D. Roosevelt (32nd president . . born
1882) on the 30th; not to mention Trainmaster James F. Lynch on the 1lth, the
editor’s wife on the 17th and the editor on the 23rd . . . truly a great month in
which to be born! Too, on January 6th, 1838, the first telegraph was completed and
on January 30th, 1882, Thomas Edison perfected the first electric lamp.

Incidentally, January was named for Janus, the god who, in Roman religion,
guarded doors and watched over all entrances into new places or events. He
had two faces, looking in opposite directions. In modern times, two-faced persons
are not held in high esteem!

On January 4th, Utah cbserves the 49th vear of statehood, having been admitted
to the Union in 1896.

* Demonstrating the rapid swing to Diesel-electric locomotives in freight service,
figures released recenily indicate the nation's Class I roadroads placed in service
during the first nine months of 1944 an aggregate of more than 18,900,000 lbs.
tractive effort of such locomotives. This compares with an aggregate of 18,500,000
lbs. tractive effort of freight steam locomotives added in the same period and a
total of 18,500,000 lbs. tractive effort Diesel-electric freight locomotives in service
at the end of 1943; in other words, the total tractive effort of the Diesel-electrics
in freight service was doubled in those nine months!

* Our compliments to the Military Police of the Train Guard Section, San Fran-
cisco Area of the Ninth Service Command and congratulations on completion of
their Red Cross standard first aid training. Certificates were recently awarded to
65 members of the San Francisco unit.
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* If Violet Bone (machinist helper, Portola roundhouse) isn't
a leading contender for the Western Pacific beauty champion-
ship, then the editor is willing to admit this is a bad start
for the column! Violet's husband is with the armed forces in
Italy.

Bette Ann Elliott, clerk io storekeeper, Stockton roundhouse,
is wearing a beautiful solitaire on the correct finger, received
on September 26th (late, aren't we?) from Capt. Thomas Dud-
ley Linscott Il of the United States Army Medical Corps. He
is now at Fort Riley, Kansas, according to latest reports. Capt.
Linscott practiced at Berkeley in civilian life. In addition to
storekeeper clerking, Beite, as Ann Elliott, is currently lend-
ing her contralto voice to entertaining service men at USO
centers. She sang recently at San Francisco's O'Farrell Street
USO and is booked to appear at San Francisco’s Stage Door
Canteen. Bravo!

From coniraltos 1o wrestlers . . . it's an easy leap for us!
Some months ago, The Headlight mentioned Dean Detton,
leading heavyweight professional wrestler, as having worked
for us at Portola. We overlooked mentioning Dory Detton
(Dean's brother), no mean wrestler himself, one of our Feather
River Canycn engineers, headquarters Portola; and Gil K.
Knutson, another heavyweight wrestler of renown . . . and
now a War Bond salesman of good repute, who is a WP fire-
man at Portola. Gil, with Clair Donnenwirth {engineer), How-
ard Parker (engineer) and Floyd Seaton (conductor), staged
a whirlwind War Bond Payroll campaign at Portela early
last month. The magnilicent work they did . . . and fine re-
sponse cbtained from the train and enginemen . . and others

_ should go a long wary toward improving the showing of
both the Eastern and Western divisions.

Welching, even spelled welshing, amounts to the same
thing. For months now, one of our assistant freight traffic
managers, whose initials are MEB, has refused to make good
a domino loss in the trifling (?) amount of one (1) dellar.
The welchee dislikes resorting to blackmail, but there ap-
pears no other recourse!

Believe it or not, Collis P. Huntington is working for us at
the Winnemucca roundhouse. The SP must be slipping!

Jessie Ruth Hoag, our new Staff Reporter at Portola, is steno-
clerk in Agent Dan Irwin's office. Being the daughter of En-
gineer Francis T. Wood, the Western Pacific is not exactly
strange to her, but she's been working for us only a few
months. We're mighty glad to welcome her and

Marchetta Cromin, our new Staff Reporter at Wendover.
Marchetta (pronounced Mar-kee'-ta) is and has been irain-
master's clerk at Wendover since October, 1942. She received
her schooling at Portola and, for some unknown reason, moved
to Wendover! Ah, Wendover, the garden spot of the salt flats!

Eastern Division Supt. “Jack” Duggan tells us he now has
some 25 girl telegraphers on his division. He feels, as do we,
that these girls deserve much credit for coming to our assist-
ance in this emergency, when good male telegraphers are
almost as scarce as hen's teeth.

Sincere congratulations to Conducter Harry W. Gibson,
FEastern Division, who, in November, completed 35 years of
service with the Western Pacific Railroad. He began with us
in the 1906 construction days.

Jane Littlefield. our Elko staff reporter, sang her swan song
{or whatever) with her column in this issue. Jane will attend
the University at Reno shortly. On and off, Jane has done
considerable work for the WP at Elko and for the past few
months handled the war bond desk. In her high-school days,
we understand Jane was runner-up in a state-wide (Nevada)
oratory contest. We don't like to see her leave, but wish her
much happiness.

Recently CTC was cut in to a point 270 feet west of the west
switch of Belden and, if our authority is as good as we think
it is, our CTC should be cut in as far west as Merlin when
this issue reaches the news stands!

Marine Pvt. Richard E. Stansberry, former WP employe, has
been graduated from the infantry training school at Camp
Pendleton, in southern California, and is now ready for as-
signment to a Marine combat unit.

Major John C. Nolan (former AGPA, Chicago) has been dis-
charged from Gardner General Hospital, Chicago, and re-
ported for further duty at Miami Beach, Florida, in mid-Decem-
ber. Goed luck, John. Miami Beach must be pleasant in De-
cember, what?

Marie Libbe’s (Chicago traffic) 1B-year old son (we think
his name is Frank!) entered the armed forces last November
End is taking his basic infantry training at Little Rock, Ar-

ansas.

In a recent highly complimentary news release, the director
of the San Franecisco American Red Cross Blood Donor Ser-
vice commended the spirit displayed by a group of 20 per-
sons from Plumas County, including Quincy, who journeyed
to SF for blood donations. The director also expressed his
gratitude to officials of the WP who made special low round-
trip rates for members of this blood donor party. This was
the third excursion made to the blood center from Plumas
County. Included in the group was Mrs. L. W, Larison. wife
of a Quincy physician, a 7-time donor and a number of Typs
“0O" donors, whose blood has done to base hospitals in the
south Pacific by Navy plane for use in whole blood trans-
fusicns to wounded Americans.

We're very happy to learn through Rufus N. Blagg and
Aggie Welch that Lt. Frank A. Kelly (formerly Western Di-
vision section loreman) has recovered and returned to duty
with the U. S. Army Engineers RR Corps training young sol-
diers to be good railroaders. Frank's address is 410 S. Seventh
Street, Laramie, Wyoming.

Velma Mikolash (trainmaster's clerk, Stockton)
brightens the appearance of Phil Prentiss’ office!

certainly

Quoting from "The Reno Lions Roar” . .. A lew days ago,
G. 1. Martin was visiting the Kaiser shipyards. He stooped
over to tie hizs shoe. Someone smashed a bottle of cham-
pagne over his stern and launched him as the City of Renol
GI, as you must know, is our general agent at Reno. It's the
lost champagne that worries us!

Through Major Earl K. Hobbs, TC, Commanding, 766th Rail-
way Shop Battalion, Camp Millard, Bucyrus, Ohio, we learn
that Pvt. Robert J. Fisher. formerly o Western Division fireman,
and Pvt. Rudolph H. Hancock, Jr., formerly Eastern Division
fireman, are serving with that battalion. Our grestings to them.

From RT 2/c Orren K. Prentiss, former Western Division
brakeman, now serving on an LST in Pacific waters, we learn
has seen action in the Philippines . . plenty of it] For one thing,
it appears two Jap planes got within range of the L8T's guns
and now two Jap flags are on the eon . . . a perfect score.
Orren says theyre sleeping on deck close to their guns! He
also mentions meeting Dave Norman, formerly of the Portola
ice deck, now an electrician’s mate third class. Orren also
mentions o meeting with an 18-year old native girl who spoke
excellent English. No comment!

The Headlight sometimss tckes quite a beating. Ray S.
Manson (carman at Sacramerto Northern's Chico Shops) tells
us that when our mogozine finally caught up to his son
Elwin Ray (formerly of Sacramente Northern's store depart-
ment) it was in pretty bad shape. It had difficulty keeping
up with Elwin, who transferred from the Engineers to the
Air Force as a cadet last March; then, 4 months later, was
recalled to the Engineers and sent to Camp Claiborne, Louis-
iana, as an instructor; then to Fort Belvoir, Virginia, for OCS,
from which he was graduated in November. Now he's a Lieu-
tenant in the Engineer Corps and is temporarily at Fort Lewis,
Washington {Co. B, Eng. Tng. Sect. ASFTC)!

Trainmaster John McNally (Keddie) gave us the where-
abouts of his three sons in the armed forces. Firemon 2/c
Bob is on the USS Saratoga, Sgt. LeRoy is in Holland and/or
Belgium (1) and Sgt. John, Jr. is in training at Tucson. Good
luck to them all.

—The Editor.


















