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And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for. bebold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy. which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour. which is Christ the Lord.
—The Gospel According to St. Luke.

EDITORIAL PAGE

* More so than at any other time of the year, war, pestilence or famine notwith-
standing, during the Christmas season a spirit of good-will and friendliness estab-
lishes itself in the hearts of christians, even enveloping those of other faiths who
fall within the christian sphere. And that is good. Naturally we think of loved ones,
particularly those who may be far off . . . and they are many these days. We
feel more kindly toward friends and associates. We are even less annoved with
those who ordinarily annoy us. Possibly it would be helpful if we could maintain
that feeling throughout the year, but we are, after all, only human!

To our men and women in the armed forces . . . to Al Williams and his 43rd
NCB in the Pacific; to Millard Parks in Iran; to Don Burgess in New Guineaq; fo
Frank Bedient in France; to Orren Prentiss on his LST probably in Pacific waters;
to Art Allen in England or on the continent; to John Nolan at the Gardner General
Hospital in Chicago; to Al Bramy at Camp Plauche (New Crleans); to Paul Shel-
merdine at Camp Knight—to mention a few from whom your editor has heard . . .
our best Christmas wish is that they will remember us as we remember them.
Last Christmas we prayed that this blight of war would be removed from the
earth in 1944, This Christmas we earnestly renew the prayer for the termination
of hostilities in 1945 and for the quick and safe return of all our friends.

For the editor, this issue marks the completion of a full calendar year with The
Headlight. During that year, the services of two associate editors were lost . . .
Barbara Spacher and Irv Abramson. Their assistance lightened the burdens of
the editor. This Christmas season zeems a good time to express gratitude. So the
editor feels . . . and in even grealer measure . . . toward his reliable and hard-
working associate editor Jack Hyland. Jack has labored indefatigably for cur mag-
azine, probably more so than most of our readers appreciate. Yet his labors have
not been in vain, if only because of expressed appreciation from ocur associates
in the armed forces. And, while the editor is manifesting gratitude, Tom Brown
must not be overlooked. Tom labors diligently and leng to produce his epics THE
WESTERN WAYFARER and WHAT'S IN A NAME? without which The Headlight
would not be the same. To these people, for what pleasure you readers receive
from our magazine during the past vear, we are all indebted.

So, to all our associates in the armed forces, to my asscciates  on the magazine,
to all officers and employes of the Western Pacific, Sacramento Northern and Tide-
water Southern . . . and to our other reader friends, the very best possible season
of Christmas cheer.

The seventh day of this month marks the day of infamy three years ago when
the Japanese, continuing their record of treachery, bombed Pearl Harbor. It's a
source of great satisfaction this December to find our forces, led by Gen. MacArthur
and Adm. Nimitz, back in the Philippines on their way to Tokyo. On the 10th, th=
Jewish Hanukah starts at sunset and, on the 15th, the Mohammedan New Year
begins at sunset. Following our Christmas festival, the 28th marks the birthday
of a great war-time president, Thomas Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924).

In the slim hope that members of the Western Pacific Club read the editorial
page . . . and hoping io catch them slightly unawares . . . we remind all mem-
bers that dues are payable NOW for the 6 months’ period beginning September
15th, 1944, Let's remain in good standing! The editor had to be reminded his
dues were delinquent so don't feel badly about this memory nudge!

Though railroaders need no reminder, the ODT calls attention to the travel con-
gestion which will undoubtedly exist during the coming Christmas holidays. Fact
is Pacific Coast railroads are NOW operating up to the limit of their passenger-
carrying ability. During the holidays, greater numbers of service people will he
trying to get home. Let's pass up our trips, unless absoclutely essential, until well
after the holidays, at least.

The Sixth War Loan Drive is now well on its way toward the fourteen billion
goal. Our quota is $436,350. All purchases of War Savings Bonds—Series E, F and
G, as well as the 2l4s and 2s—made by any of cur people during the months of
November and December, whether through the preferable payroll savings plan
or through ocutside sources, may be applied against this quota. Our war bond
payroll deductions will provide more than halt of our quota . . . we need only to
double our purchases during these two months to over-subscribe our quota. WE
CAN DO IT. The war is NOT over. Your money is still needed. Invest it in your
own government. You can buy no finer security. Your individual quota for the
two months is §75.00, including your payroll allotment. Buy mere if vou can.

AND A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU, WITH A TOAST FOR AULD LANG SYNE.
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% As we near our fourth war time Christmas, and I write this message for the readers of the
December issue of "“The Headlight”, it seems most appropriate to say that we are ever mindful
of the fact that the Western Pacific Railroad now has more than a thousand men and women
who are serving our country in the armed forces ot home and aobroad. Eight of cour Western
Pacific family have made the supreme sacrifice. These facts speak for themselves.

Egually we are proud of the fact that our employes "all along the line” have been making
strenuous efforts to meet and overcome the obstacles of difficult operation and maintenance so
as to enable our railroad to do its duty and to perform successtully the huge task imposed by
unprecedented conditions.

This is a continuing, cooperative undertaking and [ thank at
this time all our employes, whether they be in the armed forces
or in the railroad army behind the lines. el

With my best personal wishes to one and all, 0{/{/ \J

* Thanks to "The Headlight”, I
am again afforded the opportun-
ity of having its December issue
served as my personal Christmas
Card to extend the Season’s
Greetings to all members of the
Western Pacific family here ai
home, all of whom I know join
me at this time in special greet-
ings to our absent members serv-

* Although, in fact, we who are left
at home this year will celebrate the
coming Helidays in the traditional man-
ner, our thoughts and hearts will be
with the ten million G.I. Joes and Janes
in the armed service over-zeas and
over-here, and the thoughts and hearts
of ten million of our finest will surely
be with us.

So we know that in wishing each

other a Very Merry Christmas and a ing in the armed forces, with the
Happy New Year, as I do now to each @ 3 t sincere hope we will socon all be
one ol you, it is with the deeper wish rtﬁ maﬁ united again in a world of Peace
that all of those ten million could be ' and Goodwill.

back home for the coming Holidays -
with their own families and friends. %rp Pttngﬁ m
sz. W, w aFoin

* Again we have another year behind us, and one with its trials and tribulations, but also with its compensa-
tions and many things to be thankful for. The days and weeks have been busy ones, and at times it may have
seemed like quite a grind, bui the results obtained justify a pride und satisfaction at having been a part of the
whole scheme of things, especially when we think of the tremendous amount of vital war material we have
helped to move overseas that will speed the day of victory and the return of our bovs. It has been a job well
worth doing and is a tribute to the wholehearted cooperation of each and every employe of the Western Pacific

organization.
1 want to take this opportunity of wishing you at home and our boys and giris
_ in the Armed Forces a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, with con-
tinued success in vour individual undertakings. W

% We enter this Yuletide Season with a deep reverence for the meaning of the day and the religion it symbol- “
izes. There is a feeling of thankfulness that the V-Days are in the offing, of sadness for members of our family
and close friends who gave their lives that our freedom and beliefs might live, and of joy that the faith reborn
each Christmas urges us on to face the future.

The Dawn of 1945 brings the West a gigantic task of supplying our Pacific forces the material for the knock-
ocut blow. The length of the war is largely a matter of logistics and we are a vital link in that tremendous chain.
It is up to each and every one of us to make certain our link has the tensile strength to carry the load.

Thank you, Editors and Staff of The Headlight, for this privilege and also for the fine issues this past year
which have sent news of the Club, its members and the Western Pacific to the far corners of the earth.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Victorious 1945 g é :
Tianrn _fuzc{ss
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* Three years ago, on the evening of December 7,
1941, a Japanese Vice-Admiral stood on the deck
of his flagship somewhere in the Pacific west of
the Hawaiian Islands, and he was very happy. All
day long reports had been received of the havoc
and destruction wrought upon the American Fleet
at Pearl Harbor. On that date, he truly believed, the thought of an American feet
strong enough to attack and capture Leyte (Philippine Islands) within three years

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND

or even ten years bordered on the fringe of lunacy. But fate has a way of doing ;

preposterous things, for the death of Vice-Admiral Chuichi Nagumo (commander
of the sneak attack), who was killed in the defense of Saipan, prevented his being
subjected to further humiliation. The recapture of Kiska, Agattu, Attu, Guadalcanal,
New Guinea, New Britain, Tarawa, Eniwetok, Saipan, Guam, Peleliu, Morotai and
many smaller islands, as well as our latest historical landings in the Philippine
group, have all been accomplished . . . WITHIN THREE YEARS. To those of us
residing on the Pacific Coast, these victories are close to home, but we have not
forgotten our boys in the Far East around Arabia, Iran, Burma, India and China,
nor those in the European Area who, alter their original landing at Casablanca,
have fought their way through Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Sicily, Italy, Greece,
France, Belgium, Holland and finally into Germany . . . and all WITHIN THREE
YEARS. An so this year, in extending our fourth wartime "Season's Greetings” o
Joe, Connie. Jim, Bob. John, Don, Art, George. Barney. Tim, Frank, Eddie, Bruce
and many others we also add a prayer for the men who gave their lives in the
winning of these victories.

Irma Piver, staff reporter of "Oakland Shops” for the Sacramento W.P. Amuse-
ment Club’s magazine "The Reporter’’, had an article in the November issue about
Ed. Condon’s (hostler-Oakland) recent family reunion. One thing Irma failed to
mention or possibly didn’t know was . . . Ed celebrated his "43rd" year anniver-
sary on November Bth, and we join his “seven grandchildren” in extending con-
gratulations,

Paul Meyer (Traffic) recently returned from Denver, Colo., where he atiended a
Rate Divisional Meeting. Being a real patriotic citizen, Paul arranged to return
to the Bay area in time to “vote”. (Because this is the U.S.A. he voted for . . .
his own choice).

Once again good friends must part . . . and on Nov. 15th Harry Willette, chisf
clerk to Tom Barry (Frt. Claim Agt) left the WP services to accept position with
Merchant Shippers Ass'm., San Francisco. Harry's many railroad buddies extend
good wishes and know he'll handle his new duties successfully.

We have ancther author in our midst . . and if you turned to page 124 of the Nov-
ember "Railroad Magazine” and read “Vinegar Bill", written by Gilbert A. Lathrop
(switching foreman - Western Pacific), you enjoyed a good story. Gil works n
our San Jose yard, and we hope he'll continue to write additional stories for pub-
lication.

Bill Fauntleroy's (AGFA-Traffic) many friends were saddened by the news of the
passing of his mother last October 27th. Understand the -family was very appreci-
ative of the many kind expressions of sympathy received. '

Another Western Pacific man was inducted . . . and with more than 1000 of
our employes already in the armed services, some people may wonder why this
should warrant special mention. Well, this man isn't exactly a youth (as to age)
but his services will release a younger man for front line duty . . . and refer to
Manuel Bettencourt (Passgr. Dept.) who was sworn into the U. S. Coast Guard
(Port Security Branch) last October 19th.

That little boy "Dan Cupid” has been busy again and this time his target was
Nancy Taber (Trans. Dept.) who became engaged to Lt. Robert Moore (U.S. Navy)
last October 22nd. Wedding plans are indefinite and no wonder with Bob being
kept busy in the Navy and Nancy doing volunteer work with the AWVS, active
in the graduate group of College Women's Club and being a captain of junior
hostesses at the Stage Door Canteen.

Ruth Bettis (formerly Traffic) visited the office last month and proudly displayed
pictures of her little son . . . “Jack, Ir.", born on September 26th, weighing an even
8 lbs. Sharing first time parenthood with Ruth, is . . . "Daddy"” Jack Bettis (a
bombardier) now stationed in Italy. i ;

Mrs. Bonald Baird . . . is the new name of the former Muriel Delfs (Treasury
Dept.) since she became the wife of Ronald Baird (U.S. Maritime Service) on
October 16th. The marriage ceremony was held in the Northbrae Community
Church in Berkeley, Cal. Although slightly belated, our very best wishes are
 extended to the newlyweds.

Recently learned another one of Ed Moss’ (CarForeman - Oakland) boys is now
in France. This time it's Sgt. Carl Hunter . . . and he'll now be a “hunter” on the
other side of the pond and were not referring to Lake Merritt.

The Frank Ahlert (Aud. Disb.) family group was enlarged by one . . . when
little “Marie .Suzanne”, weighing 5 lbs. 10 oz. made her debut last Qctober 21st.
(This is one time, Frank, when the usual meaning to the phrase "three is a crowd"
is a definite prevarication.) ; o

Roy Campbell (Traffic) informed me last month and it hds since been confirmed

- 80 we can now, and could have since Oct. 17th addressed Bob as Capt. Robert
Harlan (formerly Traffic). Extend congratulations, Bob, and if you happen to see
Capt. Paul Shelmerdine (Trans. Dept.) give him our "Hello".

Returning to the office last October 17th, after a sojourn at St. Joseph's Hospital,
is Vyda Taylor, secretary to Tom Barry (Frt. Claim). Through our reporter Frank
Rauwoll; understand Vyda said . . . "I'm glad to be back and work is a pleasure.”

.

SPORTS REVIEW
By Jack Hyland

* As the W.P. Bowling League rolls
into the final month of play of the first
half schedule, we find the Freight
Agents entrenched in first place, three
full games ahead of the second place
Traffickers. Their climb into undisputed
leadership is a result of consistently
good bowling which has enabled them
to win all of their last nine games, and
to further prove it takes good bowling
to win . . . our bowling sheet records
for the night of Nov. 16th disclosed we
had eleven men smashing the pins into
the pin boys' laps for series of over
500, highest being Cathcart-554: Sevey-
551; Wilkinson-547, and Thompson-546.
Additionally, on the same night seven
bowlers had games of 201 and higher.
The complete team standings including
games of Nov. 16th show:

Won Lost H.G. H.S.
Freight Agents . 28 14 847 2477
Traffickers ... 25 17 845 2372
Transportation .23 19 872 2429
Treasurers ... 23 19 B97 2429
Freight Accounts 21 21 877 2479
Oakland Carmen 20 22 864 2491
Switchmen ... 20 22 883 2333
Luditors .19 23 842 2452
SF. Carmen _____ 18 24 817 2262
Disbursements ___ 13 29 8§38 2357

Dooling Still Leads

This is the third consecutive month
in which Charlie Doocling has earned
"top-billing” on our Big Ten list, and
although dropping a few percentage
points, he has been steady enough to
maintain his lead whereas others have
been having their troubles . . . and
Johnnie Prismich knows what I mean
for on Nov. 16th when everyone else
was hitting 500 or better, he couldn't
hit enough pins to make a (???) series.
(Just haven't the heart to show the
score).

Howard Sevey and myself are trying
like H... to get into the Big Ten, but
just missed, the others who did make it
are:

Gms. Avg. HG. H.S.
Dooling ... 42 170 212 577

Craig . 30 167 210 553
Potter 39 166 235 568
Lindskoog - . 42 164 228 582

Lewis ... ... 36 164 205 539

Casey _. 36 184 229 532
Brown ... 39 162 220 570
Wilkinson _ ... 42 1el 209 547
Stoney . .33 161 200 519
Prismich .42 160 211 540

A vote of appreciation is extended
to the girls who are bowling in our
league, namely: Patsey, Denning, Dil-
lon, McDermott, McIntyre, Decker, Kel-
ler, Malfa and Lowrey, for their faithful
and regular participation, week after
week. - : %















