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EDITORIAL PAGE

"Resolve to perform what you onght; perform
without fail what you resolve’  —Benjamin Franklin.

* On the 4th of this month the Coast Guard attains its 154th birthday. As to the
work of this great organization, you are referred to the cover pictures and the feature
article elsewhere in these columns. However, we feel constrained to direct your
collective attention to the intensive recruiting drive now under way to complete the
San Francisco Regiment of the Coast Guard’'s Volunteer Port Security Force. Some
months ago we mentioned in these columns the important war-time service being
rendered by these volunteers in guarding ships and port facilities against sabo-
tage and espionage, thus relieving regular Coast Guardsmen for combat duty.
The work is interesting and exciting. Ask any Western Pacific worker who has
volunteered for this service. Why not join them in this vital task by calling at Coast
Guard headquarters, 244 California Street, or telephoning EXbrook 4213, Exten-
sion 7?7 Do it now!
* ok x

Our own Ona Tellaisha, Headlight staff reporter plenipotentiary and bond clerk
par excellence, left us on July lst to join the WAVES. Before reporting at Hunter
College, New York, the 10th of August, she will visit with her parents in Kenosha,
Wisconsin. Jane Littlefield, new Elko reporter, tells us that an even two dozen of
the Elko girls gave Ona a nice send-off banquet at The Star (where the Elko elite

meet to eat . . . advertisement!). Jane wishes Ona good luck and smooth sailing
all the way, in which The Headlight staff and the war bond chairman join.
* ok Kk

Marking one of the greatest forward strides in the history of the Western Pacific
Railroad, the first section of our centralized traffic control (CTC) project was placed
in operation between Portcla and Spring Garden (25 miles) on June 25th and, by
the time this issue goes to press, it is probable that the 15-mile section between
Spring Garden and Keddie will have been cut in. Before the vear ends, it is pos-
sible the balance of the project . . . between Keddie and Oroville (76 miles) . . .
will be completed. We suggest that you watch for the August issue of Pacific Gas
& Electric’'s PROGRESS, which will carry Editor Randeolph McGougan's story on

our CTC project.
* * K

We extend a sincere greeting to THE STOCKTON RAILROADER (Editor Charles
E. Boyden), a new weekly newspaper devoted to the welfare and interests of rail-

road employes in Stockton.
* kK

Very recently one of our friendly connections (one of the larger transcontinental
railroad systems) boasted it was leading all transcontinental railroads in the per-
centage of the total average payroll allotted for the purchase of War Bonds through
the payroll savings plan. Since Western Pacific worker purchases have produced
a higher percentage than our friendly connection for every month since the spring
of 1942, with one exception . . . January, 1944 . . . we naturally took issue with the
aforementioned publicity. In rebuttal, we're happy to be able to quote Washing-
ton's James L. Houghteling, Director, National Organizations Division, of the Treas-
ury Department’s War Finance Division, whe says . . . "I haven't any hesitancy
in saying that the Western Pacific's June payroll savings figures place it in the
very top bracket of American Railroads. There are only one or two interstate rail-
roads whose payroll savings allotments stand at more than 8149, of their total
payrolls. I congratulate you and your fellow workers, whose loyalty and gener-
osity have made this fine record possible. We wish all the railroads in the country
would follow your example.” Note: Our friendly connection is not one of the rail-
roads Houghteling has in mind!

THE COVER

Photographs courtesy United States Coast Guard Public Relations Office,
Twelfth Naval District.

Upper left . . . A jeep from a Coast Guard manned LST {landing ship, tanks)
is pushed ashore through surf at Cape Gloucester, New Britain, by Cocast
Guardsmen and Marines. Coast Guard and Navy manned LSTs participated
in the invasion.

Upper right . . . The same LST disgorges a half-track.

Center . . . United States Coast Guard 38-foot cabin picket boat. This type craft
is used by the Coast Guard to help patrol San Francisco Bay watérs, a job that
is, in part, now entrusted to uniformed civilians who devote 12 hours per week
to this duty, thereby relieving regular Coast Guardsmen for combat duty
oversedas.

Lower left . . . Ready for action, this tank splashes out of the open doors of
an LST at Cape Gloucester.

Lower right . . . Tropical rains transformed the shore of Cape Gloucester into
a quagmire as trucks rolled down the ramp of an LST to struggle through the
slime. Mud seems to be linked with war . . . even in the palmy South Seas.
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154th BIRTHDAY OF THE U. S. COAST GUARD

* The Coast Guard, oldest sea service in the nation, will not
pause on August 4th to celebrate its 154th birthday.

Men of this heroic, unsung service—which numbers many
Western Pacific employes on military leave — are much too
busy doing an immense and determined job on all the seven
seas and five continents to take "time out".

Now, particularly, when the anxious eyes of America are
focused on the invasion of Fortress Europe, it is interesting
to note that the Coast Guard is playing a tremendous role.

Graphic illustration of Coast Guard participation is the story
by Tom Treanor, distributed by United Press: "I have just
returned from France after hitch-hiking on eight ships, mostly
Coast Guard”, he writes, "Coast Guard craft seem to be all
over the channel, snaking survivors out of the water, rushing
wounded to first aid, and landing infantry and vehicles on
the beach".

To many Americans, the Coast Guard means only light-
houses, lockout towers and small white surf-boats that go
out in summer sq{mlls and rescue capsized sailboats. But
men of this service have already blazoned their seabags with
such names as Fedala, Tulagi, Flerida Island, Guadalcanal,
Sidney, Attu, Amchitka, Gela, Singapore, Murmansk, Salerno,
Tarawa and the Marshalls.

The Jap treachery, which plunged this nation into World
War II, found the Coast Guard ready for the guick and cus-

tomary transfer from the Treasury to the Navy Department.

And those unheralded peacetime functions, wherein Coast
Guardsmen risked their lives on sea missions that others
might not die, has enabled them to carry out their war-time
assignments so expertly. Traditionally skilled in the handling
of small boats in any kind of surf, the Coast Guard was called
upon early in this war to help man the landing boats that set
Marine and Ranger trcops ashore on enemy beaches. In
the Solomons there was Signalman Douglas Munro, who,
helping in the rescue of trapped Marines, placed his own
boat directly in the line of fire to screen the other rescue
craft. While manning the tiller with one hand and the ma-
chine gun with the other, a Jap bullet struck him. Munro
managed four words before he died, "Did they get off?” Truly,
this Congressional Medal of Honor winner exemplified the
Coast Guard motto, "Semper Paratus—Always Ready”.

Anocther vital Coast Guard duty is Port Security, and here,
also, many a Western Pacific employe is helping to do his
or her bit as a member of the Volunteer Port Security Force
in San Francisco and QOakland. They are helping to sale-
guard harbors, docks and waterfront facilities of American
ports from fire, sabolage, accident and negligence. They are
helping to insure the uninterrupted flow of men, munitions
and materiel to the fighting forces overseas. AND—they are
giving more Coast Guardsmen an opportunity to serve with
their shipmates on the invasion fronts.

TRANS-IRANIAN RAILROAD —ELBURZ MTS.—SGT. MILLARD PARKS

* From S/Sgt. Millard A. Parks (former WP brakeman, Por-
tola) came a letter, dated some two months ago from "Some-
where in Iran,” observing on Army life in Iran, with emphasis
on the Trans-Iranian Railroad (built in 1937) and some inter-
esting side-lights on life in general and native (in)activity!
Commenting on the "Route to Russia,” on which he is now
working, Millard says . . . "The Iranian State Railway, as it
iz officially known, runs through several districts in which
the Persian Gulf Command is located and includes over 100
tunnels in less than a 1,000-mile streich; very reminiscent of
the Feather River Canyon. The equipment used on this road
is more like some old hogger’s nightmare. They use spring-
enclosed buffers on both ends of freight cars and locomotives
and the coupling devices are similar to the old-ifashioned
link and pin couplers discarded years ago in the States.
Ballast and grade alignment are more of the aforementioned
nightmare and, with the ever-increasing flow of supplies to
‘Uncle Joe', some of the boys aged ten yvears in their first lew
trips. However, the Americans, as always, made the grade.
And what a grade!” Millard continues . . . "We've received
lots of praise from the Russians, who assure us that without
the good work in the Persian Corridor, there might have been
some different war stories written. The U. 5. Army is to effi-
ciency in winning wars what the Western Pacific is to the
best railroading traditions of the western United States. Keep
one thing in mind . . . the only thing the U. 5. Army can't
do, is lose!” Millard also speaks of temperatures as high as
148° in May, with summer just beginning. This statement of
Millard's is corrcborated by Major Donald England, of the
Military Railway Service, who, speaking of his experiences
in the Persian Gulf Command on NBC's ARMY HOUR, May
7th, mentioned temperature in the sun going to 185 degrees,
with 125° in the shade not unusuall Millard also makes some
passing reference to the liquor problem. It appears that
Vodka, or "21”, as they call it, ranks highly, being known
affectionately as "sudden death” or "white lightning”. About
such things The Headlight staff knows little, but passes the

information on to those with superior knowledge on the sub-
ject!

Major England, elaborating on the Iranian problems during
the Army Hour program, gives us an even better idea of the
conditions with which Millard and his associates must con-
tend. The Major said . . . "Iran is probably the most foreign
country our troops are fighting in. Even India is better known.
In Persia our men are fighting sabotage and the unseen
enemy of time and climate. When we took over the Trans-
Iranian Railroad, it had both German and British locomotives
with vacuum brakes, but very little of the rolling stock had
brakes at all . . . and they had chain ccuplers. The "Trans-
Iranian roadbed was designed for perhaps two trains a day.
We are running many times two trains a day now across
Iran, carrying lend-lease supplies from the Persian Gulf to
Teheran. We use Iranian crews, with American scldiers to
supervise the work . . . and this is no small job. In the early
days, the schedule was an unknown quantity. If the engineer
got hungry, he would stop for lunch, or go home to get it.
When the day was hot, he would stop for a nap! Donkey
caravans found our right-of-way ideal for a highway. From
the Gulf north the country is flat and arid. Farther north, tem-
peratures in the mountains will go to zero and below.” This
railroad has hauled more than 1,000,000 tons of lend-lease
tanks, guns and food across the middle east to Russia to
support Soviet offensives.

The Trans-Iranian Railroad runs north from the Persian Gulf,
bisecting a 150-mile stretch of desert before struggling to
heights of more than 7,000 feet in the Elburz Mountains (Iran).
The WP has o station in Nevada called Elburz at mile-post
683.3, which Tom Brown may discuss one day in "What's in
a Name".

According to Kermit V. Sloan, of the Wall Street Journal
(horrors, a capitalist!), the wide extremes of temperature make
the Trans-Iranian the most intolerable railroad in the world
to operate.


















