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There is a tide in the affairs of men,

W hich, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.

On such a full sea are we now afloat;

And we must take the current when it serves,

Oy lore our ventures. —William Shakespeare.

#* There is a tide . . . for the Western Pacific Railroad . . . and it's running now!
Never in our history have we handled such a volume of freight and passenger
traffic. What the future holds is anyone’s guess, but those of us who have worked
for the Western Pacific for years . . . and hope to continue to do so . .. have a big
stake in that future. We should want to do cur level best to make it as secure as
possible. These days we do a minimum of traffic solicitation for cbvious reasons.
But isn't it in our own interest to endeavor to offer the best service possible under
the trying conditions of the day? Wouldn't it be fine if passengers were able to
say that Western Pacific service and courtesy stood out as a light in the wilder-
ness during these crowded years? And similarly if freight shipping patrons felt that
way about the manner in which we serve them, isn't it almost certain that they
will express their gratitude in a more tangible way later on when we'll undoubtedly
want it? This is a time for railroad men in uniforms, behind ticket windows and
serving in dining cars to remember that the patrons . . . with whom the future pros-
perity of our railroad rests . . . are subject to the same strains. This is a time for
railroad men, who are generally the most patient and courteous group of people in
America, to remember that attention paid to people who seem unimportant pays
big dividends in good will. This is a time to ride that tide and assure ourselves
of a lot of friends when it begins to ebb!
* kK

The purchase of war bonds by millions of Americans has been an outstanding
achievement, but remember, we're only rcunding the turn . . . the end is not yet in
sight . . . we do not know how much further we have to go. We do know the time
is approaching swiftly when great challenges must be met. Our men in the armed
forces, poised for the invasion of Europe, are deeply aware of this. They have miles
of enemy fortifications to storm and hosts of waiting enemy troops to overcome.
Soon we here on the home front will have our FIFTH WAR LOAN quota to meet
and, mayhap, oversubscribe. The two goals are integral parts of the same. One is
the front . . . the other the back . . . of the hand America has raised against her
enemies. A 19-vear-old rear gunner of one of our Flying Fortresses, who was quoted
in a national magazine on his personal feelings concerning the two fronts—battle
and home—was criticised by a middle-western woman for posing as a hero and
asking whether he didn't know “there are 10 million others fighting this war.” His
reply was that he was sorry but he “had an idea that there was 130 million others
fighting this war.” How about all of us getting into the fray and giving the FIFTH
a fillip with our excess funds?

* Kk *

From Wendover's Tom Aldridge comes a story on medals for railroaders, to wit:
Heroism on the railroads vies now with heroism on the field of battle. Upon recom-
mendation of the Committee on Award of Medals of Honor of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, President Roosevelt has bestowed medals on brakeman George
W. Lindsey, of the Illincis Central and brakeman Craig F. Fields, of the Atlantic
Coast Line. Both men risked their lives to rescue children from the paths of oncom-
ing trains. The medals they received were awarded under the act of February 23
1905, which provides for “bronze medals of honor in recognition of outstanding feats
of bravery connected with saving of life upon railroads.” We are sure that neither
brakeman Lindsey nor brakeman Fields will feel we are detracting one whit from
the high honors that so deservedly have been conferred upon them, when we cbserve
that many other railroaders deserve medals too . . . not necessarily for saving lives,
but for the saecrifices they make working day and night . . . through all kinds of
weather . . . to keep the trains rolling for victory.

* * ok

Ten years ago . . . on June 16, 1934 . . . officials of the Rio Grande, Missouri
Pacific, Burlington and Western Pacific, together with Colorado public officials and
interested observers from the Atlantic to the Pacific, journeyed to Bond, Colorado,
to witness the ceremonies commemorating the official opening of the Dotsero Cutoff,
linking the Ric Grande and the Denver & Salt Lake Railway (Moffat Tunnel route)
and providing a new, 173-mile shorter Rio Grande line between Salt Lake City and
Denver. The availability of this additional route through the Rockies has undoubt-
edly proved a boon in moving the tremendous war-time traffic. On this tenth anni-
versary, we congratulate the Rio Grande on its foresight and extend our best wishes
for many busy returns of the day. A 2

*

Hecommended for careful reading: "'A detected nation can even betler than a victorious nation
be trained and prepared for the day of final victery. It may happen that | can not win victory
at once in this coming war; we may be forced to interrupt it. Then we all will be back under-
ground. We will smile, we will lock, we will wait. But after some years, when the weak
and inefficient democracies will have utterly failed to solve the world's post-war problems,
then we will suddenly break loose from underground ond our stupified enemies will discover
too late that milliens of their own vouth, misguided by weak education, disappointed by
democracy's failure, will be on our side. Victory in this THIRD WORLD WAR will be quick
and easy, It will be in our pocket like a ripe apple we take from the falling tree of democracy.’’
Written in 1938 by Adolph Schicklgruber Hitler. Are you a ripe apple?
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DISASTROUS FIRE IN OROVILLE

* Early on the morning of May 12th,
fire broke out in the Union Hetel, Oro-
ville, completely destroying the hotel,
as well as all other buildings in that
block, with the exception of the Oroville
Inn and one building in the rear of
the inn.

We regret to report the death of
Brakeman S. L. Harrigan, as well as
H. C. Brown, owner of the taxicab com-
pany, who had been dcing consider-
able work for the Western Pacific.
Among those injured, as a result of
jumping from second and third floor
windows, were Brakemen A. B. Huck-
aby and R. ]. Brown; Engineers ]. E.
Adams and L. C. Parkinson; Fireman
Wm. R. Hudson; Switchman C. E. Gafif-
ney, and Water Service Maintainer C.
A. Bailey.

Arrangements were made at the new
dormitory in Oroville to provide sleep-
ing accommodations for our men who
ordinarily stayed at the Union.

* ok *
MAJOR RUSSELL F. OAKES
ADDRESSES SAN FRANCISCANS

* Major Oakes, Chief of the Office of
Technical Information in Major General
Gross' U. S. Army Transportation Corps,
gave a brief resume of corps activities
to a group of transportation men in San
Francisco last month.

He reviewed the training of the mili-
tary railway persennel and stated that
on many occasions members of the rail-
way operating battalions had proved
themselves heroic, skillful and ingen-
ious. Men of these battalions have ac-
complished what to some appeared to
be impossible, but those of us who have
seen the miracles wrought in our rail-
road shops are not too surprised at the
ability of our former shopmen. Some of
these men have even volunteered for
combat duty when the need arose and
acquitted themselves nobly.

Major Oakes also mentioned the value
of the "ducks,” but, {for security reasons,
was unable to give us the whole story.
The "duck” is an amphibious truck.

The Major made a very favorable im-
pression and told what he was in posi-
tion to tell in a very interesting fashion.

* * %

CHARLES KNICKERBOCKER
FAYE

* Charles K. (Chuck) Faye was de-
tached from his position as general
agent, traffic department, Fresno, on
June 15, 1942, to become coordinator of
emergency defense in our operating de-
partment. When all necessary steps for
proper protection of W.P. property in
the event of hostile air attack had been
completed, Chuck's duties were en-
larged to include supervision of gas ra-
tioning, the foed rationing problems of
our varicus eating places, the job of
securing and placing the Mexican Na-
tionals who were hired to assist in our
track maintenance work and, finally,
the W.P. replacement schedule in con-
nection with the Selective Service Actl

On July 1, 1943, Chuck was appointed
assistant to the general manager. As

frequently happens, we slip up on re-
porting the progress and activities of
our good friends. This we regret, par-
ticularly in Chuck's case.

Chuck came to the W.P. in 193] as
freight traffic agent in the office of the
San Francisco general agent - freight.
On November 16, 1936, he went to
Fresno as general agent, where his ef-
forts met with much success.

For those who do not know, Chuck is
the son of the late Harold K.Faye, who
was our freight traffic manager until
joining the Phelps Dodge Copper or-
ganization in New York. Chuck was
born in LaGrange, lllinois, in 1907.

ol

GRANT SHERWOOD ALLEN
APPOINTED CHIEF
DISPATCHER, SACRAMENTO

* Effective May lst, G. S. "Red” Allen
was appointed Western Division's chief
dispatcher, succeeding George L. Har-
lan, who is taking a yvear's sick leave.

"Red” was born in Dunkirk, Indiana,
on December 9, 1897, and began his
railroad career before he was 16 as a
telegrapher on the Illinois Division of
the Santa Fe. His first work as a dis-
patcher was on the Green River Divi-
sion of the Rio Grande in 1919. In addi-
tion to hiz Rio Grande and Santa Fe
experience, he worked for the Union
and Southern Pacific until 1931, when
he joined the Six Companies, Inc., serv-
ing as chief dispatcher, trainmaster and
assistant superintendent in charge of
their railroad operations. In September,
1934, he joined the Western Pacific as a
brakeman. In November of that year,
he went to the Indian Valley Railroad
as superintendent, but returned to the
W.P. in September, 1935, and in June,
1936, was promoted to dispatcher. He
served as dispatcher, night chief dis-
patcher and assistant chief dispatcher
until his recent appointment.

His many friends wish him complete
success.
* Kk ok

WILLIAM L. ROWBERRY

% Last month we mentioned briefly the
appointment of Bill Rowberry as our dis-
trict passenger agent at Stockton.

Bill was born in Grantsville, Utah, in
1905, receiving his education through
high school there. Later, for six months,
he attended the LDS Business College
at Salt Lake City.

Railroading was really his first work
and he began with the Western Pacific
at Arinosa, Utah, in 1926 as material
clerk with an extra gang. Shortly after
he was made timekeeper and a few
yvears later went to Winnemucca as
warehouseman; then to Wendover as
station clerk; to Elko as ticket clerk; to
Winnemucca and later Sacramento as
cashier; and, finally, to Stockton as
claim clerk. In February, 1943, he was
named assistant agent, headquarters
Stockton passenger depot, the position
he held until his appointment as district
passenger agent.

This is a record of eighteen years of
progress, which we hope will continue
unbroken in the future.

SACRAMENTO SHOPS
by “"Hy"” O’Rullian

* A new metal flag-pole, towering 78
feet above terra firma . . . and weigh-
ing about 1,400 pounds . . . was recently
erected in the Sacramento Shop yard.
At the base of the pole, in the concrete
foundation, is a wvault containing rec-
ords of the War Bond history at the
Shop, as well as records of other war
activities . . . Red Cross, War Fund, etc.
Erection of this giant pole was under
supervision of the ever-popular Ross
Kelleher. A flag - raising ceremony will
be held the morning of the opening day
of the Fifth War Loan Drive.

The Softball craze has hit Sacramento
Shops. A 4-team league has been or-
ganized . . . motive power offices, man-
aged by James R. Quick: machinists,
managed by George Carson: boiler-
makers, managed by George Brown; car
department, no manager named yet.
These games, played evenings after
work, provide a lift in morale and get
all involved better acquainted. A fifth
team may be organized by the girls in
the store and mechanical offices. They
have been practicing during lunch pe-
riods. Plans are in the making for one
or more Sacramento Shops teams to
tangle with a general office team from
San Francisco.

We welcome back Katherine Lan-
phier, shop and car clerk. "Katie” has
been on a 30-day leave of absence.

Recent Shops visitors were former
boilermaker Bert Follett, USN, now boil-
ermaker third class, and former machin-
ist helper apprentice 8. Vacca, USN,
who is now enroute overseas.

Shop workers were saddened by the
death of Mrs. Emily Townsend. boiler-
maker helper. Although 61 years old,
Emily was very active until recently,
when she became ill and passed away
in the hospital.

QOur bowlers have accepted a chal-
lenge to play Jack Hyland's crack (?)
squad. Match will be held in San Fran-
cisco about June 1lth. San Francisco
papers please copy!

* * *

"'TWAIN ‘'TWACKS

An Indian chieftain opened a speech
to his tribe with: "You all know me as
Old Chief Trainwhistle, but since I am
extremely democratic 1 hope that, for
short, you will {eel free to call me . ..
"“Toots.”

* * *

A young lady finding herself stranded
in a small town, asked an old man at
the railroad station where she could
spend the night. "There ain't no hotel,”
he said, "but you can sleep with the
atation agent.”

"Sirl” she exclaimed, "I'll have you
know I'm a lady:”

“"That's all right,” drawled the cld
man, “So's the station agent.”


















