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“It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us;
that from these bonored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devotion.”

—Lincoln's Gettysburg Address

EDITORIAL PAGE

* An editorial is an expression of opinion. Many such expressions have been
found in the columns on this page since December 1943. Thus this has been (since
that month), is, and will continue to be the editorial page of our magazine. Until
quite recently we felt it unnecessary to clearly mark it as the editorial page, but
lately comments and questions relative to this page seem to require identification
and the statement that the editor is responsible for all comments here. Obviously
he has not confined his remarks to railroads and their many ramifications, but has
touched on subjects he felt might be of interest to our readers . . . and, of course,
in which the editor was interested! In any event, do we make it quite clear that
all statements since December 1943 . . . and all future remarks on this page . . .
reflect the opinion of the editor.”
* ok x

% Decoration Day occurs the 30th of this month. The day is quite generally ob-
served throughout the nation as a day of prayer and tribute for cur military heroes
who have given “the last full measure of devotion.” Celebration of this day de-
veloped after our Civil War and was, at first, confined to Northern states. How-
ever, the passing years have brought more general recognition . . . and other wars.
The heroes of those later wars knew no Mason and Dixon Line and the commem-
oration of their sacrifices has become almost universal. This month pay your tribute,
if not by placing flowers on some hero's grave, at least by remembering the Amer-
icans who have fallen on battlefields all over the world and dedicating yourself
"“to the great task remaining before us.”
* * *

% Last month a news stoery from Washington, D. C. told us of fumes which over-
came passengers in a Pullman car and indicated it was monoxide, or other poison-
ous gas, resulting from some disability to the air-conditioning system. Since the
incident, investigation by the Washington Terminal Company and the Pullman
Company developed the facts which prove the so-called gas had nothing to do
with the air-conditioning system. This, of course, is not as startling as the original
story and undoubtedly will get little attention from the newspapers. So, for the bene-
fit of our readers, we'd like to explain the findings. The smoke (or fumes) which

overcame the passengers resulted from the accidental igniting of an ciled filter”

pad at the intake to the air-conditioning system. These filter pads screen out dust
and other foreign particles from the outside air which is sucked into the car by
blower fans. This is the first time one of these pads has become ignited during the
years in which cars have been air-conditioned. When ignited, however, the blower
fans rapidly spread the smoke from the burning filter through the car. Two types
of cooling are used in Pullman air-conditioning systems . . . the mechanical com-
pressor and the ice activated. The car in which this incident occurred is cooled
by ice and there is no gas of any sort used. In those cars in which the mechanical
compressor system of cooling is used, the gas employed is non-poisonous and non-
inflammable, so that an accidental leak would produce no harmful results.

* ok K

% Class I railroad purchases of fuel, materials and supplies totalled $1,394,281,000
(that's more than a billion!) in 1943, a 10.7% increase over 1942 . . . 7%, of which
was accounted for by increased costs. Such figures are usually quite boring,
but it all sounded so tremendous we thought you'd like to know. Fuel purchases
led all the rest, with iron and steel products a close second and forest products
a mediocre third.

* kK

* A brother-in-law is usually .. . well, just a brother-in-law! But the one belonging
to Howard Sevey, war bond major domo in our treasurer's office, warrants a word
or two. His name, William Francis Stephens; his rating, carpenter’s mate, third
class, U. §. Navy. He was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal by the
Commander of the United States Naval Forces, Nerthwest African Waters, for ex-
traordinary heroism and outstanding devotion to duty while serving on board the
USS BISCAYNE on September 12th last in Salerno Bay, during the amphibious
invasion of Italy. The story: The SS LYMINGE, loaded with a cargo of GASOLINE,
LAND MIiNES and CHLORINE GAS, was hit by an enemy bomb which started sev-
eral large fires aboard and forced the crew to abandon ship. Stephens, as a mem-
ber of the USS BISCAYNE fire-and-rescue party, with complete disregard for his
own personal safety, boarded the burning ship and, in spite of imminent danger
of explosions, courageously assisted in fire-fighting operations which eventually
brought all fires under control, thereby saving a valuable ship for future oper-
ations. We think yvou'll join us in recognition of such valor wherever we find it.
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"SOMEONE WENT TO THE
ABMY IN YOUR PLACE ..."”

*"You are classified in II-B as a "neces-
sary’’ man in a critical occupation in an
industry essential to the war effort.
Someone went to the Army in your
place!

"We have no obligation to lecture you
as to your responsibility in this time of
crisis. But we feel compelled to point
out something you may not fully real-
ize.

"You have been excused from mili-
tary service for the present. So far as
we know you would make a good sol-
dier. There are about 2,000 men, many
of them your friends, from this small
county in the armed forces. All are
sworn to obey a superior officer and to
defend with their lives the small part
of the fighting front entrusted to them.
Many of them are homesick and with-
out much money. In a real way they
are making our lives more secure.

"You, Mr. Allison, have the obliga-
tion to prove to the community that this
Local Board was right in its judgment
that your work is more important for
the good of all than military service
would be. That was the judgment of
men who, like you, are trying to serve
the country. You can show they were
right or you can show they made a
mistake.

"We know now of at least five boys
who have gone through this office who
will never return. That we had a part
in sending them is a serious thought.
That someone went in your place and
perhaps will not return should be a
serious thought for you.

"Those of us who cannot do as the
2,000 have done can make them and
their future more secure by doing our
best work in our humdrum jobs at a
typewriter or a Diesel engine. Maybe
we can make our jobs as important as
the soldier's in Italy and New Guinea.
We certainly should try! ’

"These thoughts help us get up in the
mornings when we don't want to and
help us keep going when we are tired.
Let's try to get others to feel and work
that way, too!l”

This is an actual letter recently writ-
ten by the clerk of a local selective ser-
vice board and is quite self-explana-
tory. The only possible addition could
have been the suggestion that War
Bonds should be bought regularly, too!
—Editor.

* ok x

HELLO FROM LIEUT. BEDIENT

# Lt. Francis E. Bedient (01948659, 8th
Trafiic Regulation Group, T.C., AP0 9943,
Care Postmaster, New York, N.Y.), for-
merly in our traffic department, was
last heard from in New York City from
whence he sent his greetings. Frank
says the only railroad with two repre-
sentalives in his group is the Western
Pacific. Our other representative is Tom
Conway,out of General Office { Account-
ing). Good luck to Frank and Tom.

THE THREE CANNONS

* Recalling the exploits of the he-
roic five Sullivans, Howard Parker
(road foreman of engines, Stockion)
has told us about the three Cannon
boys . . . Jack, Gordon and Clyde
. . . all in the U. S. Navy and all
serving on the airplane carrier Block
[sland. The father of these boys, Lem-
uel C. (Sandy) Cannon, one of our
engineers, has been with the West-
ern Pacific since 1923.

Jack, who is 22, worked on a WP
ditcher in Altamont Pass and in the
Feather River Canyon during 1941.
He is a member of a gun crew and
his rank is seaman first class.

Gordon, age 21, had just left school
when he enlisted. Until recently he,
too, was seaman first class, but he
has now been promoted to third
class petty officer.

Clyde, who boasts of 20 yvears, was
still in schoeol when he enlisted and
his rank is seaman first class.

Together they volunteered October
21, 1942, and were assigned to their
ship at Bremerton, Washington in
January 1943. They've been on trans-
port and submarine patrel duty in
the Atlantic since April 1943 and
have been to England, Alrica and
Ireland several times. We suspect,
regardless of their rank, that they all
are now first class seamen. They are
unmarried.

We salute THE THREE CANNONS
and sincerely hope they will return
unscathed after the elimination of
the forces of A. Schicklgruber and
one Tojo.

“DEAN"” WADSWORTH

* Trusten P. (Tux) Wadsworth, assist-
ant general freight agent, has been
elected Dean of Golden Gate College
(San Francisco) evening traffic school,
oldest and largest school of its kind in
the West.

Wadsworth received his B. 8. degree
in transportation economics at the Uni-
versity of California in 1925 and held
the Strathcona Fellowship in transpor-
tation economics at Yale University in
1925-26. He succeeds as dean Frank-
lin J. Wigle, who becomes dean emer-
itus after twenty vears spent in the de-
velopment of the school.

A dinner to honor Wigle and install
the new dean was held at the Bellevue
Hotel in San Francisco in mid-April.

* * *

AUGUST J. CARLSON

% Former WP carman helper at Portola,
Pic. August Carlson recently was grad-
uated from the Marine infantry school
at Camp Elliott, near San Diego.

He iz now ready for assignment to a
combat unit.

DR. KILGORE RESPONDS

%* In the April issue, Bob Runge (East-
bay Grapevine) asked a question about
a doctor doctoring a doctor. We now
quote Dr. Kilgore's “official” answer:

"Any reader whose 1. Q. is not less
than 70% of his age, plus his blood-
pressure, minus his overweight, should
be able to answer correctly two out of
three. But you should print the answer
on the other side of page 784 just in
case . . . and this is it;

"No doctor docters a doctor if either
doctor can help it. If the first doctor
sees the second doctor first, the first
doctor first ducks the second doctor be-
fore the second doctor sees the first doc-
tor. But if a doctor can’t duck a doctor
and has to doctor the doctor, the doc-
tored doctor ducks the doctoring of the
doctoring doctor anyway and it's no
soap after all.”

Caught between the two fires, we re-
tuse to accept responsibility for any
part of the whole of it, feeling com-
pelled only to maintain the freedoms
of speech and press . . . and give you
the statements verbatim. We {fondly
hope we may now write finis to this
uninvited, though welcome, episode!

* ok Kk

MORE ABOUT TRAIN ESCORTS

* To partially relieve our traffic repre-
sentatives in "Col.” Frank Whiting's
troop traim escort corps, four men were
employed last month as troop train es-
corts . . . Daniel D. Coons, retired Lieu-
tenant Colonel, U. S. Army; Theron H.
Steen, retired Fort Mason transporta-
ticn employe and Rex Davenport, re-
tired Army Captain, were given a stu-
dent trip by Whiting, while James R.
Montgomery, retired East Bay MUD em-
noye, was shown the ropes by escort
instructor Bill Friborg, of Sacramento.
Messrs. Coons, Steen and Montgom-
ery have had some railroad experience,
but Davenport is straight “army.” Jim
Montgomery's brother is manager of
personnel for the T&NO at Houston.

—Manuel Bettencourt.
* * K

STOCKTON NOTES
by Bette Elliott and Gene Neri

* Sammie Craig, formerly in our freight
freight office, returned for a visit recent-
ly, after becoming a full-fledged baker
in the Merchant Marine following train-
ing training at Catalina.

Fireman R. W. Turner announced the
arrival of a bady girl . . Elaine Frances

. on March 29th,

We note with regret the passing of
LeRoy Hagan. He was 67 years old.
Born in New Albany, Indiana, he came
to the WP in 1918 and was a familiar
figure at both the old and new yard
offices, where he worked faithfully until
his recent retirement.

Roundhouse clerk Joe Crowden was
married in Reno recently.

Fireman H. E. Parks left for military
service early last month.
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* Many of us will recall “our cover” picture on the
February Headlight showing five separate scenes of
the Guadalcanal. Bougainville & Tokye Railroad.
This picture was a definite scoop for us as our
magazine covering the GB&T.RR preceded many
other publications by nearly a month and we now
feel additionally proud for recently a letter was received from William (Bill) Royal.
Sk. 2/c (formerly Freight Claim) in which he wrote: "Enjoyed considerably looking
over and reading in the Headlight about our railroad that we have down here.”
Little did we know some of our Western Pacific men were actually assisting in the
operation of this railroad, but we shall all be proud when the construction work
is completed and our American locomotives reach their destination—"TOKYO."”

Qur “overseas correspondent,” Lit. John Skinner (Traffic) now in Italy, writes:
“By-golly, [ worked with Maj. Henry Stapp (Trainmaster) on several occasions while
in Sicily but didn't know he was from the Western Pacific until [ read the Headlight.”
Maybe we should run a column on “Whose Who and Where From” so all our men
will get to know each other.

We were sorry to learn Lt John A. MacDonald (age 24) only son of A. ]. Mac-
Donald (Telegraph) was killed in action on December 6th in the European area.
John previocusly attended St. Ignatius High and University of San Francisco before
becoming a bombardier on a Flying Fortress. We shall not forget.

Still a traveling man: A short time ago Lt. E. C. Richardson (Detroit) was con-
cerned about Southern fried chicken while stationed in Caroling; it was peaches
when in Georgia, but now—he's in Portland, Ore. (the Rose City), so naturally it
must be “Four Roses” in which Ed is interested. {Who isn't?)

From Manuel Bettencourt we learn: New addition to Passenger Dept. is Nita
(Juanita) Zeimantz who hails from Spokane; Staff Sgt. Walter Brunberg now sta-
tioned at Prince Rupert, B. C., was a recent visitor; card from Robert Grace dis-
closes he is now a “Bombardier” and anxious to holler . . . “"Bombs away.”

A nice long letter from Boyd Sells, Yeo. 2/c (Traffic) tells of his riding in ihe
Catalina (PBY-5A) and Coronado (PB2Y-3) bombers but the high spot of his Navy
training was achieved when he personally met and talked with Miss Coe Glade.
star of the San Carlos Opera. Did you secure a season ticket, Boyd?

San Franciscan’s attention: If vou like roses, then drop out to the Commeodore
Sloat School (Ocean Ave. and Junipero Serra Blvd.) on Sunday, May 7th, between
noon and 8 p. m. and see the Third Annual Rose Show. Merrill J. Butler (Loc. Fri.
Office) is president S. F. Branch, American Rose Society and assures me . . . ihe
admission is FREE. What more could we ask.

“There wasn’t anything about Los Angeles in the March or April issue of ihe
Headlight and everyone here thinks it's my fault” writes Frank Sell (L.A.). You're
listed as “Staff Reporter” Frank, so . . . Understand Lt. Eddie Reel is in South Caro-
lina awaiting embarkation orders but in meantime is flying over the Bahama's, etc.
We haven't hired any movie queens lately but cur latest addition is Lee Mooney
(formerly M-G-M studios). Any addresses ? 2 7?2 7

When radio reports are received concerning naval action of our South Pacific
fleet, it's possible Whitney Becker (AF&PA) may have had a hand in it for he's
a Radio Technician 1/c¢ and has been on active sea duty since last December.
When you return Whitney . . . how about fixing my radio.

It's “happy daze” ahead for Pic Anthony Quill (Car Record) who became en-
gaged on his last furlough to the Bay Area. Didn’t learn her name but we know

_ she is a lucky girl, andTony promised to let me know “the date.”

After honeymooning for the past few weeks at Lokoya Lodge in Napa county,
Army Warrant Officer Victor B. Engel (Traffic) and his bride, the former Dorothy
Messner, are greeting friends in the Bay Region. The marriage tock place on March
12th in the Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Berkeley, Cal, and Vic's father, Rev.
Martin Engel, pastor of the church, officiated at the ceremony. Although slightly
belated, extend our best wishes for continued happiness.

A change of address card came in from the government indicating an "APO'
box number for Sgt. Connie Murphy . . . and the Iollowing day his letter from Eng-
land arrived. "Murf” tells me he wasn't seasick on the way over (which I doubt);
also that the country over there is beautiful, but adds . . . "You still can’t beat
California.” Another APO box number notice just came irom PFC George McDearmid
(Traffic) which to him, is a relief from Camp Gordon Johnston, Fla.

The following advertisement is inserted for Frank Rauwolf (Frt. Claim - formerly
Stockton) who has been riding our somewhat overly crowded street-cars: “"Wanted—
to rent, buy or borrow, one complete suit of armor. Price no object.” If Frank only
wants one suit it's possible he hasn't ridden on our busses. .

It has happened . . . word just came in that Lt. Thos. Conway (AFPA) and
Lt. Frank Bedient (Traffic-Renc) have been sent overseas, and BOTH have the same
APO box number. If they hadn't met before I'll wager they really became acquainted
leaning over the rail (ship's) on the way over.

How are we gonna keep ‘em: Ruth Bettis (Traffic) resigned on April 6th, depart-
ing for Carlsbad, N. M., to be with hubby (Jack) and April 8th Hal. (Jockey) Nord-
berg (Traffic} in Class "1-A" passed his pre-induction "physical.”

The Pacific Railway Club held its 27th annual meeting at the Palace Hotel on
March 28th and Henry Fegley (Ass't to G.M.)) was installed as the Club’s Third
Vice President. For the past year Henry served as Treasurer and from reports under-
stand the “"books'’ balanced . . . so naturally he warranted promotion.

Was greatly honcred the other day when PFC Doris White (Frt. Claim) person-
ally thanked me for mailing her the Headlight. Doris has been transferred to San
Francisco and really looked very snappy in her Marine uniform.

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND

THE DISTAFF SIDE

By Barbara Spacher

% What is so rare as a day in June? A
day in May, of course! What does your
mind wander to at the mention of May?
A girl of the same name? May-
poles? Mother's Day? May Day (Russian
style)? Decoration Day? May(hem)?
The flowers that bloom in? MAYbe
that's enough of that!
* ok Kk

“And so they were married” . . . At 5t
Vincent de Paul's Church, San Fran-
cisco, the evening of April 3rd, Frances
Schultz (GO general auditor's office)
and Cpl. Charles Duffy, U. 5. Army,
were married by Father Shea. It was
a very quiet wedding attended by a
few close friends and relatives of the
bride and groom. Fran looked lovely
in a suit of agua wool trimmed with
silver buttons, matching off-the-face hat
and white gloves. She wore a corsage
of two purple orchids. The groom, of
course, wore his uniform! They left the
following meorning for the old Hearst
ranch at Pleasanton on a brief honey-
moecn. Charlie has now left for El Paso,
Texas and Frances is back at work . . .
dreaming of all those “rain-checks” on
wedding presents! We hope you have
the best of luck, Frances, and—as in the
{airy tale, live happily ever after.

* ok

THE GERMANS HATE THE U. S. A.

By Franklin P. Adams
of “Information. Please!"”
The Germans hate the U, 8. A;
They hate all people who are free.
Easter they hate, and Christmas Day
They don't like you, they dislike me,
They have a hundred dirty hates;
They scream, they holler, and they curse,
And thiz here citizen of the United Stales
Hates them immeasurably worse!

* kK

Thought for the month: Most of us
take our mothers pretty much for grant-
ed, but she, more than anyone else, is
the one who stands by us through the
vears; who—no matter how old we may
grow, always thinks of us as her chil-
dren. Remember her on this Mother's
Day with some token, be it great or
small, that shows her you too remem-
ber all her little deeds of kindness
throughout the years.

* ok ok

HUMOR DEPARTMENT

* An old Londoner was asked if he was
not scared when a bad blitz was on.

"Ne, guv-nor,” was the reply, "can't
say as [ am. Yer see, [ count me
chances. Jerry—well, he's got to take
off all right, ‘asn't he? Then he's got
to cross the Channel: that ain't too easy
for ‘im. Then he's got to git by the
Coast. Then comes the Thames Estuary,
that ain't all he likes. Then comes Lon-
don—well, he can't miss that; but then
he's got to find 'Ammersmith, then
Acacia Road, then No. 87, and then
most likely I'll be at the pub.”















