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¥ Az the shadow of this month lengthens, the thoughts of most of us turn more and more
to the Nativity and the teachings of Jesus, who practiced as He preached . .. GLORY TO
GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN. For
almost two thousand years the Christian world has studied His counsel and then doggedly
gone its own way. glorying not in God, but in military might, which has a definite ten.
dency away from peace on earth and good will toward men!

In the midst of the cataclysmic struggle in which we are engaged. we want our men
in the armed forces to know we're thinking of them: we want them to know on this Christ-
mas Day that in their homes is a great longing for their presence: and we want them to
know that this Christmas we're doing the things which symbolize the creed for which they
are fighting.

On our part, we can dedicate ourselves to the job of ending this holocaust in the
shortest possible time. Then, we must hope that those who guide the destinies of the
victorious Unitled Nations will dedicate themselves to the task of making a peace which
wiil last, not for one generation, but for all the unborn generations of years to come.
Impossible? Not if national and political provincialism can be overcome by the humani-
tarian approach. OQur civilization cannot survive world wars in each succeeding genera-
tion. Isn‘t it time to usher in a Golden Age of Peace?

Qur wish is that the men and women in military service will know on Christmas Day
we have in our hearts the same old cheery greeting for them.

To all our associates and our readers, THE HEADLIGHT staff wishes the traditional
unrationed Merry Christmas and offers the hope that the new year will be made com-
pletely happy by the successful termination of the current conflict.

_.;.{}4@._
% And now THE HEADLIGHT has a new aditor . . .

more than two years of existence. With Paul Shelmerdine and Al Bramy now in the Army,

the third in our publication's slightly
the Club's officers decided this time to get some measure of editorial stability . . . not from
the standpeint of ability particularly, but rather of draft exemption, so they have selected
an over-ager to hold the throttle until Paul, or Al, ar both, return to us.

QOur editorial staff will be qugmented and the stoff of reporters in the general office
will be enlarged. It will also be cur endeaver to add dependable representatives of the
divisions, the mechanical department and others who can be persuaded, o our staff of
reporters to secure increased coverage of Western Pacific family news.

There's no question we will greatly miss Paul and Al, but we're going to do our very
best to mainiain the standard set by them and, to that end, we welcome honest and con-
structive criticism at all times. To be successful, we must depend on the cooperation of all
our associates, for whom this magazine is published.

These columns have previously expressed gratitude to Paul Shelmerdine for his tireless
efforts during the birth of THE HEADLIGHT and up to the time he accepted his commission
in the Army. We owe Al Bramy the same measure of gratitude for taking over at a crucial
fime and continuing to produce a publication, during these stormy days, of which we may
be justly proud. He goes into the armed service with our very best wishes and great
appreciation for his diligence in our Club's behalf,

_.;?H.}._
Y Our confidence in the United States Army's acumen in judging men and ability was
almost completely restored recently when Paul Shelmerdine received his Captaincy. We
all knew he had the necessary qualifications; it merely tock the Army a litile time to dis-
cover them: why, we aren't prepared to say—at this time! We confidently eipect Poul to
gain his Majority in the shortest possible time. Hearty congratulations, Paul, and cur con-

tinued good wishes. We still miss you.
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¥ | am mindful of the fact that "The Headlight,” which has proved such a success, is about to
publish its third December issue. I also realize that the approaching Christmas will be the third one
of this wartime period.

Great praise is due our employes who have so faithfully and so energetically helped to operate
the Western Pacific during the difficult months of the past.

It is impossible to find words to express the respect and gratitude we feel toward those of the
Western Pacific who have temporarily left the Company to serve our

Country in its armed forces.
Please extend my best personal wishes to one and all, whether

at home or abroad.

* It is GIWCIYS a plecrsure to use % Ancther year has passed since the last
R i " i Christmas issue of "Headlight"—one filled
the facilities of “"The Headlight” to with both its problems and compensations.

extend the season's greetings to That we made headway in overcoming the

the employes of the Western Pa- . obstacles presented by its problems is at-
cific Railroad and its affiliated e TEE fe veRted i W, Jansey

due to the unified efforts of all.

lines. The coming year promises to be one to
First I tt the h test our meitle., All indications peint to a
irst, 1| want 10 express e hope, continuance of heavy traffie, particularly
which I know is common to all of westbound. Let none of us doubt that we

can also at the end of next year again

us, that those in the servi d
168, gl lock back and survey a jcb well done and

those who have relatives and dear feel that we have done our part to insure

friends in the service, w1ll be re- an early c.mdlvictorious return of our boys
united with their loved cnes in the drcee Bom Suling fraut. ; .

; I welcome this opportunity to wish the

not too distant future. ; "Headlight” and all our men and women

P . still in our service, and those who have

And then I want to .“HSh all of joined the armed forces, o Merry Christmas

vou a Very Merry Christmas and and a Happy New Year and the best of
a HGppY New Year. success in doing the job before us.

+ We all know how quickly a busy day passes; during these times we have no other kind of days, with the result that
Christmas this year seems to be coming in ahead of schedule. However, I am sure we are all locking forward to its arrival,
cheered in the knowledge it is heralding once more the return of Peace on Earth, Good Will toward Men. To have a direct
part in speeding that day is our great privilege. Western Pacific employes have been deing their part well, and I am con-

fident will continue to do so. To all of you, your families and those in the L
armed service, ] extend my sincere wishes for o Merry Chrisimas and Happy
New Year. W

4% To all employees of the Western Pacific, officers of the company and members of the Western Pacitic Club, 1 wish to
extend heartiest greetings of the holiday season.

Holiday season, you ask? Yes, I think the words are definitely in order as a litle meditation will make us all reclize
that we at home have had comparatively little inconvenience and have had much for which to be thankful.

True, many of us are working longer and harder than ever before, but we have only to glance at the service flag in cur
lobby to make our increased hours and harder work appear insignificant.

1 gm sure that in the days to come, when the Pacific Coast becomes the center of military activity, the officers and
employes of the Western Pacific will meet the situation with the same efficiency they have shown in the past.

Also, I am certain that the understanding shown and the splendid cooperation given by the ofii_cicils of the Western
Pacific to the Western Pacific Club will result in a prosperous year for the club.

I did not mention our boys and girls in service in the opening paragraph, as I wished to extend to them a very special
greeting and to repeat the sincere wish of all of us that you return home safe and sound and scon.

Again I wish to say to one and all, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy d{ﬂ 'IO[L’[ &{aagnsy

and Prosperous New Year.
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% Slightly more than a year ago. Editor Al. Bramy took
over the tremendous task of continuing the splendid work
already achieved by his predecessor, Capt. Paul Shel-
merdine, who entered the Armed Services. Because of
the herculean task of handling the entire Headlight pub-
lication alone, was greatly honored when Al asked if I
would assist him. Since my first venture, commencing with the October, 1942, issue, have
thoroughly enjoyed helping and working with him, for during that time his many helpful
suggestions have only served to cement our existing friendship. Many of us may not have
fully appreciated his untiring efforts, which included working many exira hours beyond
the regular day’s requiremenis, for they had become accustomed to receiving a real fine
Headlight each month, but to the many others who knew Al and worked with him, he
will be greatly missed from day to day. It is most difficult to say “good-bye.” . . . so to
our Editor Al. Bramy who entered Uncle Sam’s services on November 9th, we say

Hy -Lites

By JACK HYLAND

"So you're off for the service—everything's ‘G. 1. now,
From your shoes to your hair-cut, to your bed and your chow,
Know you'll meet some grand people—work plenty hard, too,
Sa, beré's luck to you always—uwe'll be thinking of you”

Latter from L. H. Rodebaugh (our 5. N. reporter) discloses: H. F. Neill (Supt. of Power),
who was confined to Sacramento hospital for several days with an infected tooth, has fully
recovered and is back on his feet (or should we say—teeth) again. Can hardly believe it,
but W, W. Nelson (Supt. of Trans.) is making plans for a long overdue vacation and should
provide material for "Robt. Ripley's Believe It or Not” column.

Marie Libbe (Chicage) writes: “Nothing newsy has happened here,” but does indicate
Major John Nolan has o new "A.P.O. box number.” He could be in sunny Italy and,
neaturally, that part is enly the area now occupied by the Allies . . . ask the Italians.

From over here, to "Ovwer There': Richard Beltz (Gen. Mgrs.) received letter from Saqt.
Forrest Mote (Trans. Dept.) announcing his new address . . . England. His last letter to me
sounded rather down-hearted because it appeared he would be stationed in Florida for the
duration. Cheerio, Forrest, and all that sort of thing.

Thomas P. Brown, Jr.. son of Western Pacific’'s publicity manager, is now at Officers’
Training School (Infantry), Ft. Benning, Ga. Tom is the present California state singles,
doubles and mixed doubles chompion and because of his previous annexation of many
titles including the Pacific Coast singles and doubles championship, many tennis experts
picked him to become the Neo. 1 player of the United States if able to continue playing.

Stockton’s Broken Hearts Dept.: The line which formed on the right can now disperse
. . . for Kathryne Farrand (Clerk—Agt. R. H. Moody's office) said “yes™ to H. Keith, yeo-
man 1/¢, last Nov. 14th at the home of Miss A. C. Meyers (Cashier—Stockton Frt. Ofifce).
Frank Rauwolf's sympathy is extended to the boys, and to you, “Katie,” our blessings and
wishes for o happy future.

Can you imagine: Pete Del More. Asst. Accountant (Sacto. Shops) also known as the
"King,” claims to have received a sunburn from the new ultra-modern lights recently in-
stalled in the Supt. of Motive Power offices,

Wish to express our deepest sympathy to Marshall E. Boyd (A.F.T.M.) in the passing
of his father, E. B. Boyd, last November 2nd, in Minneapolis, Minn. The late Mr. Boyd,
age 82, was for many years asscciated with eastern railroads and tariff publishing burequs
and shall be long remembered by his many friends and business associates. Additional
condolences extended to Manuel Bettencourt (Passgr. Dept.), whose father passed away
last November 5th, in Millbrae, Cal.

Candidate Frank Bedient (Renc), now at O.C.S—New Orleans, writes Bill Fauntleroy
(Traffic) complimenting our September Headlight. Indicates the W. P. motive power article
was reviewed with considerable interest by the faculty officers, and continues with: “The
issue is well worn after one day here.” (Maybe we'd better send additional copies in
the future.)

Los Angeles news—with thanks to Frank Sell: Teaching Traffic Management is Bob
Munce (T.F.&P. A)), proving the high calibre of the men in their office. Lt. Frank Rowe
(formerly Frt. Accts.), but now with the Army Transp. Div., Los Angeles, is a welcome
vigitor. Gen. Agent D. C. Wilkens was toastmaster at Annual Inougural of L, A. Trans-
portation Club on Nov. 11th at Royal Palms Hotel. (How was the dinner, Dick, or were
vou too busy toasting?) Wilbur West has moved five miles closer to town (meaning L. A.,
I guess), and based upon recent cut of 4 to 3 gallons per coupon it proves his car
mileage is five miles to the gallon.

Station E-L-K-O reporter Mrs. Ona Jennings really submitted the news, and while it
can't all be used now, watch for the next issue: Mr. and Mrs. Denny Daley take over,
Denny filling Herb Harrison's job who was transferred to Engineering—S. F., and Eileen
has taken over duties of Virginia Jones, who enrclled at Univ. of Colo. June Littlefield leit
for Univ. of Calif., and Barbara Qgilvie is now Master Mechanic Bill Parry's steno. The
little lady is a hunter so we say-—"Where is the deer. dear Hazel Cock?".

Extra Special Seoop: Our former Editor Al. Bramy was married last May lst to “Chris”
Blasman . . . and although definitely belated (through no fault of ours), wish both of you
the greatest of happiness in the years to come. (This proves Al net only could print news,
but could also suppress news as well.)

In conclusion . . . take this opportunity of extending “Season’s Greelings” to employes
of the Western Pacific, our men and women in the Services, and to our many friends . . .
everywhere,

THE DISTAFF SIDE

By Barbara Spacher

% Christmas is only a few days off, and
though it isn't snowing, there is o snap in the
air that makes you feel wvery “'Christmasy™!
Being a shopper who dislikes elbows in the
ribs and feet stamping gll over mine, 1 very
wisely did all my Christmas shopping early.
However, just for the sake of being thorough,
I went over my list again—choh! there goes
my new-found feeling of security;—Aunt Effie
and Aunt Lizzie were somehow left at the
post!l Hastily I put on my hat and go forth
ready to risk life and limb in the spirit of
Christmas. As [ am heading for the store to
get inspiration, I am almost derailed by the
"executive” type of shopper-—one who knows
exactly what he wants and where he wants
to get it, and makes his way there by the
shortest route possible, blithely disregarding
any slight obstacles such as myself in his
path!  Eventually I manage to get into the
store only slightly bruised, and struggle up to
a counter advertised as having a “gift for
everyone.” (This is a maliciously misleading
statement as I later discover, but in my bliss-
ful ignorance I fondly helieve all my worries
are over.) After battling my way to the inside
row, [ turn into the "Milguetoast” type of
shopper and am easy game for the salesgirl!
She thrusts a woolly object into my hands,
mutters "Just-the-thing-for-a-maiden-qunt-three-
ninety-eight-please,” and after handing over
the money [ find myself in possession of o
faseinator. (At least I think it's a fascinator; —
five-foot cold comforters have gone out of style
and there's nothing much else it could hel)
Now that I have it, it will do very nicely for
Aunt Effie. By this time [ am suffering from
a slight concussion—a result of being batted
over the head by a child helding a large
sharp parcel. This convinces me that it is
time to call it a day and leave Aunt Lizzie
till some other time when I have recovered
sufficient strength for another session!

* w  w

I have planned o big surprise for my little
dog Butchie this Christmas. He is very fond
of two little girl-dogs down the street, so I
am going to give the three of them a party
with all the horsemeat stew they can eat, and
perhaps a chocelate or two to top it off! ...
Butchie loves choccolates. (As who doesn't?)
He is always wvery well-behaved about this
time—fetching my slippers for me and in all
ways being the model of chedience. He seems
io think he won't get his delicious assortment
of special bones under the tree unless he be-
haves himself. (As indeed he won't!)

Buichie seems to get a little of the Christ-
mas spirit around this time, too. He is a
gentle dog ordinarily, but he carries on «
war to the death with a mean old Scottie
down the block. However, as soon as we get
a tree and have it gll trimmed and standing
in the comrmer, Butchie and the Scottie declare
a sort of armed truce! Of course, as scon as
the tree comes down, they're at it again, but
the peace is wonderful while it lasts!

* * %

Christmas — snow on the roof, church bells
ringing, heolly wreaths in the windows, and
people singing the lovely old carols that have
come down through the years. Who can resist
the heart-warming Noel, Adeste Fideles, and
We Three Kings of Orient Are? The peace of
the season even makes us forgive the "'vigor-
ous’ shoppers and that is a true test of the
Christmas spirit!

Yes, Christmas is much more than a gay
and joyous holiday —it's a feeling in your
heart. You can see the wonder of it etched
on the face of a child as for the first time she
hears that loveliest of all stories—the story of
the Netivity.

And as we wend our separdate woys on
Christmas morning to the churches of our
choosing, let us think a little of the daily sac-
rifices being offered by men and women all
over the world, and during the services lat us
offer a prayer for them that scon they too
may be free to attend their churches as the
plague of war passes from the earth leaving
us blessed with an eternity of peace. And
then let us try to conduct ourselves in our
daily lives more in keeping with the Golden
Rule—Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you. Let this be our contribution to o
better world this Christmas.















