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Scene at Bieber, California, Tuesday, November 10, 1931:
Golden Spike Driving.
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SEPTEMBER TRAFFIC

¥ Total operatling revenues for Septem-
ber amounted to $4,945.354, a drop be-
low the August volume, largely occa-
sioned by traffic diversions incident to
a continued blockade of a burned-out
tunnel on the Denver and Rio Grande
Western's Moifat Tunnel route.

Maintenance and operating costs,
plus taxes of $1.608.027 and wvarious
rents, required 3$4.114.669 to keep the
traific moving, mostly toward destina-
tions about which our enemies would
give much to learn.

ADDITIONS TO HONOR ROLL FOR NOVEMBER

HEADLIGHT
881

Y We proudly add the following men to our
Honor Roll
Armed Forces of our country:

of Employees serving with the

Adams. Ray Hillyer, F. D. Smith. C.

Bjorkgren, Paul Johnson, Edw. Watson, J. W.

Edwards., I F. Orgill, B. G. Wegat. O. A.

Harrington. D. J. Skootsky. Alvin Williams, R. R.
Skootsky, A.S.

GENERAL PATTON CITES RAILROADERS

% ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS, N. AFRICA, SEPTEMBER 26 — An
entire battalion of American soldierrailroaders has been commended by
Lieutenant General George 3. Patton, Jr., who commanded the Seventh
Army in the Sicily campaign, for the part they played in the capture of
the Axis island stronghold, it was announced here today. The commen-
dation was contained in o letter from General Patton to Brigadier Gene-
ral Carl R. Gray, Jr., Director General of the Military Railway Service,
Transportation Corps.

The battalion is the 727 Railway Operating Battalion of the M. R. S.
It had already won a citation for outstanding accomplishments in the
Tunision campaian, and in addition its commanding officer, Lieutencnt
Colonel Fred W. QOkie, had won the Legion of Merit award for an excep-
tional feat of personal valor.

Its latest honors were conferred upon it for an exploit unparalleled in
railroad history. Landing an advance reconnaissance party immediately
a bridgehead had been established, the battalion took over an unfamiliar
railroad system in a hostile country, underwent bombing raids and strug-
gled through mine fields along with the combat trocps. It had the trains
running steadily to the fronts almost within a matter of hours after the
Allies were on the beaches.

The advance party was especially noted in General Patton's com-
mendation. It landed at Licate, reconnoitered the rail yvards, organized
civilion rail workers, located equipment, got up steam on a locomotive,
figured out how to drive it, and made the pioneer run over parts of the
road then in Allied hands.

All this was done within four hours of the time the party hit the
beaches. Twenty hours later, full trains laden with vital supplies were
chugging into the Third Division's forward positions, thereby releasing
divisional truck transport for battle duties.

The obstacles were a railroad man's nightmare. There were demoli-
tions. There were mines by the hundreds, and due to the necessity for
speed, the railroaders coped with them themselves, leaving the engineer
mine disposal units for the combat troops.

Sabotage was encountered, and surliness on the part of the civilian
workers. Very little was known in advance about the operation of the
Italicn equipment, nor the system of dispatch.

Trains were bombed and strafed. They were fired upon by ground
troops, for as fast as a section of road was wrested from the enemy it
was put into use supplying the front lines.

Nevertheless:—"'The opening of the rail lines and organization of the
Itclion railroad personnel were made so rapidly that rail service was
immediately available in the port of Palermo when it opened on the 28th
of July, cmd service maintained from that port in spite of bombing attacks
and sabotage,” the commendation said.
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SELECTIVE SERVICE SABOTAGE!!

By AL BRAMY

W Just as surely as if enemy bombers were blasting at our termi-
nals and junclion points, the vital rail links of this country, thousands
of miles away from the warring fronts are being stifled and slowly
strangled. In the face of the greatest traffic ever borne by the rail-
roads and with even greater demands to be met, the vital Service
of Supply—the railroads—upon which our allied armies are de-
pendent, faces a complete breakdown  far more serious than even
enemy bombers could accomplish.

Were it possible for bombers to reach us, they would leave be-
hind misshapen ruins of steel and debris at widely scatiered points
on our euast and west coasts, but they could hardly impair our
service except for slight local inconvenience. The railroaders do
not fear the bombers, but a far more deadly, destructive force—our
Draft Boards—who are unwitlingly deing more damage than our
foes could possibly subject us to. for instead of local disturbances
we face national calamity and crisis that imperils the very founda-
tion of our war structure.

How Hitler and Tojo must be grinning these days at the inept
and inefficient national policy of Selective Service that allows the
drafting into the services of the most important of the home front
workers—the Dispaichers, Telegraphers, Engineers, Switchmen,
Firemen, Brakemen and Shop Workers. These are the men upon
whose shoulders falls the Herculean task of keeping ‘em rolling
upon orders from "General Headquarters,” itself already sadly lack-
ing in experienced personnel. So dire has the situation become that
the drafting of another 150 switchmen from the ranks of the West-
em Pacific, Southemm Pacific, Santa Fe and State Belt in the San
Francisco Bay Area threatens to collapse the entire transportation
system of this strategic port with jammed freight cars tying up
yards and junction poinis end with thousands of cars backed up
unable to get through to the docks for unleading.

Col. E. W. Mason, Vice President emd General Manager of the
Western Pacific, has warned the Military recently that within a very
short time the Western railroads face a breakdown and will be
unable to handle the traffic unless the drafting of railroaders is
stopped immediately. This quthoritative statement made only be-
cause of the extreme urgency and acuteness of the manpower
shorlage could be expected to cul red tape in the interest of national
safety. But while we continue to wait impatiently for action 1o be
taken, railroaders continue to be drafited. The mile long freight
trains these days, almost without exception, contain highly impor-
tant military equipment and supplies including of course the pro-
ducts needed by all war indusiries in the confinuance of their pro-
duction work. Yet we need only lock at random at any of the rail-
road operating reports to note the greai number of trains left stand-
ing for hours at a time at sidings and in yords due to lack of train
CTewWs.

This deplorable situation must be corrected; and now. It is no
longer a military secret that major operations are in process of
acomplishment agai the Nippec . When completed. the West-
ern roads whose systems are already heavily burdened will be
called upon to handle even greater tonnage and more thousands of
troops. This gigantic increase in movement will not be met by the
usual railroad efficiency and confidence but with trepidation and
inefficiency due to lack of manpower and experienced help. It is
definitely a foregone conclusion that unless the drafting of rail-
roaders is immediately stopped. we shall surely collapse under the
strain.

One Draft Board in answer to protests made by Western Pacific
officials at Sacramento over the drafting of a dispaicher stated
depreciatingly, “You can make a dispaicher in six months.” The
absurdily of this statement reflects the laconicism of Selective Ser-
vice in general. who cannot begin to appreciate the years of ap-
prenticeship necessary before a dispatcher, whe musi first be a
skilled telegrapher. can be fully irusted to control the movement
of irains.

Railroad mancagement congervatively figures it cosis a company
$15.000 during the first three years of a dispatcher’s service in train
delays with its resultant tie up and non-use of power. Merely stop-
ping and starling a train costs $5.00. In these days of high revenue
and record gross income we may not be concerned over costs but
in the hands of the dispaicher rests life and death itself. With
thousands of troops moving over the rails every day we face the
hazard of allowing inexperienced dispaichers to control their move-
ments or of allowing the over-worked experienced men to confinue
on for long hours until the nerve wracking pressure and strain adds
still another “casualty” to cur ranks.

It is undoubtedly true that ¢ man may be taught the theory of

i

rain dispatching in six months. The writer with his average “I. Q.
can undoubtedly be taught how to make a waich in six months, but
ten will get you a hundred it won't tick and neither will the six
months dispatcher. Work records prove conclusively that while a
telegrapher can be tought his trade in a few months, an average
of three years is consumed before he is fully master of his instru-
ments in the rapid sending and receiving of messages so vital in
the operation of a railroad. Add to this figure the average of five
years time consumed fo develop a competent dispatcher. This makes
a total of eight years actually required to “produce” a dispatcher
that the Draft Board claimed could be accomplished in six months.

An equally absurd claim is that engineers can be developed in
two months. Sure any high school kid can be taught how to make
an engine move within that time. The writer can be shown how to
take an airplane up in a week. maybe lessz, but having an average
"l. Q. ten would get you a hundred he wouldn't try to. Put 99
cars of treight behind our novice and let him nurse that tremendous
tonnage up mountain grades. Let him feel that mammoth weight bear-
ing down upon him as he brakes the engine around curves going
downhill and let him pray to Providence above as he cursed those
who made a sixty day man out of him. He couldn’t use a para-
chute that our seven day pilot could resort to. Even put our novice
sixty day wonder on level ground and he’d be a good man if he
didn’t have his irain break in two behind him while just trying to
get started.

And the swilichmen so depleted in their ranks that every one of
them is required to work sixteen hours a day. They cannot be ex-
pected fo maintain their suicide schedule indefinitely without a
physical collapse. Theirs is a gruelling job requiring the touch of
an artist in the shunting of cars into sidings and spurs and in cut-
ting out or lining up cars in trains. In snow storms, gleet and rain.
blistering wind and tropical heat, they must carry on, ever alert 1o
the dangers of their work where one slip may mean crippling or
death. Yes, dear Draft Boards, we realize there is still a vast
reservoir of women still available. Do you think we’ll hire them?
Ya darn toolin® we won't!

The vast railroad systems of this country which have so nobly
met all emergencies in the unprecedented movement of men and
material can be likened to an army of ils own. In fact it has been
repeatedly said, it is one army the Axis forgotl to account for when
making its plans for world domination. Put all your greatest allied
military brains in one group and back them up with the finest staff
of subordinate officers and non-coms that it is possible to collect—
but with no privates to carry out their orders. What could they
accomplish? Nothing! And yet our Washington Nabobs who sit
so supinely on their seats expect us lo keep ‘em rolling. We still
have most of our generals and junior officers but the ranks of our
enlisted men have been so depleted as to figuratively give us an
army of officers and no men.

We are the Service of Supply. Qur railroaders do the same type
of work as those in the military railroad regiments in Africa,
Sicily. Russia, Arabia and all other points on the far flung fronts.
Even more important is that we operate from the source of supply.
If we cannol move the men and material—the tonnage whose fig-
ures have reached astronomical heighis,—then not only does our
entire war effort collapse but our armies in the field would find
themselves without the supplies and reinforcements needed for
offense and would stand in deadly peril of their very existence.
This is not fiction but the grim, unbiased truth. The Service of Sup-
ply line starts here at home.

What would happen to the “glamour boys” of the home front—
the workers in our Shipyards, Airplane Factories, Steel Plants, the
Munition Makers and the thousands of workers in other essential
industries, if the railroad army already nearing exhaustion for lack
of reinforcements should collapse? Then they. too, would collapse
and the order of the day would be idle assembly lines with thou-
sends upon thousands of wasted man hours because the materials
and parts so vitally needed by them to keep their plants going full
blast have been lost “somewhere in the United States” in a freight
car unable to move because we, the railroaders, the bulwark of
our fighting and home fronts, have been so drained of our strength
that we can but helplessly and haplessly gaze at the final accumu-
lation of bungling and mismanagement of cur national higher-ups
who were too blind to see the obvious that was happening before
them.

Wake up Washington, before it is too late. Give us back our
Railroaders. Build up our ranks to full divisions again, Make
strong again the steel sinews that hold this nation and our armies
together . . . and Stop Drafting Our Railroaders.



















