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JULY TRAFFIC

 Total operating revenues for July
reached $4,786.909 to establish a new
all fime high for any month in the
Company’'s history.

Muaintenance and Operating costs,
plus taxes of $1,037.367 and various
rents, required $3,367.653 which amount
was expended to keep the transporta-
tion machine humming, mestly in the
service of your Uncle Samuel who is
making various plans these days.

MAIL EARLY

Yuletide Gifts to Service Men and Women

% Christmas may appear a long way off to civilians, but it is a date
that must be borne in mind now by those who are sending holidey
letters or packages to service men or women overseas. The time from
September 15 to October 15 has been designated by the War Depart-
ment as the period for Christmas mailing to men and women serving
at distant points.

More than two million men and a great number of women are pros-
pective recipients of greetings and gifts. Transportation alone will be o
major post office problem, but before sending the mail there will be
involved clerical work of finding out where each person is so as to
assure faster routing and delivery.

Be sure to send your letter or packages for your friend or relative in
the services as early as possible and within the above mentioned dates.

Y We proudly add the following men to our
Honor Roll of Employees serving with the

| 846

Armed Forces of our couniry:

Ambrose, L. R. Gummere, G. W. Lyons, L F.

Belew, C.E. Hanson, W. H. Malvey, M. .

Carlenzoli, C. J. Isley, W. K. Pierner, M. L.

Eddings, A. C. Jaeger, H. W. Rankin, R. C.

Fratangelo, L. E. Jaramillo, R. Reynolds, R. G,

Greenwood. R. Jones, W.F. Sanford, A. L.
King., I. C.

EASTMAN LAUDS RAILROAD WAR EFFORT

% "It is not surprising that the railroads and their employees are making
¢ fine record in this war, for after all the work which they are deing
is in the war service of their country. I regret the sharp line of distinc-
tion which is so often drawn between military requirements and civilian
requirements or, to state it more accurately, I regret the way in which
that line has been drawn. To illustrate, the needs of the railroads for
new equipment and maintencnce materials have been regarded as
‘civilian’ requirements. Tanks, bombers, battleships and the like are,
of course, in the category of ‘military’ requirements. But how on earth
could these military machines be produced without a tremendous
amount of work by the railroads or some other form of domestic trans-
portation cnd, for that matter, how could the army be mobilized,
equipped, trained, fed and moved to the ports of embarkation without
such transport work? The fact is, as evervbody knows, that the domestic
transportation facilities of the nation are indispensable to the war effort,
day and night and in a thousand different ways. Transporiation ser-
vice, therefore, is war service and 1 believe that fact is recognized by
and has a deep influence upon all those that are engaged in that

service.”
Hon. Joseph B. Eastman, Director

Office of Defense Transportation
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RAILROADING IN NORTH AFRICA

% Trains under military conirol in North Africa run from the
Atlantic Ocean across the continent to beaches that face due east
into the Mediterranean. They carry every type of equipment a mod-
ern army needs. They carry troops, Arab labor bettalions and,
separately, goods for civilian consumption. The tonnage rolls in a
variety of stock ranging from the old World War type of “40
hommes, 8 chevaux” box cars to modern steel gondolas brought
frem the United States in Liberty Ship holds. It is pulled over
standard and metre gauge tracks by locomotives ranging in type
from electric, diesel electric, and steam and in vintage from 1898
to just before the war. More and more study U. 5. locomotives are
supplementing the French “machines.” Theze are brought to Africa
in boxes and uncrated and assembled in shops just behind the
lines—or they were just behind the lines, before Rommel staried
his march back to the sea.

During the Africa fighting, Yankee railroaders were exposed to
many dangers, including mined tracks, straifing and dive bombing
from the air and action by enemy patrols,

Mined tracks were considered more of a nuisance than a
hazard. After each new piece of roadway was taken from the
enemy, a track-walker trained in mine detection traversed the line.
Later, when the first irain rolled, it pushed three empty flat cars
ahead of it. Had an undetected mine remained. a car would have

"been damaged, but a precious engine would have been saved. A
few engines in shops are undergoing repairs to damage caused by
strafiing in earlier phases of the Tunisian campaign, but as enemy
airpower diminished trains ran unmolested right up o the front.

Operating personnel varied according to the nearness of the
run to the front. Off toward the Atlantic, civilions man the cabs
and cabooses. Up front, however, soldier-engineers run them over
the mountains and across the desert wastes. Up front, a soldier-
engineer and a soldierfireman man the cab, assisted by a French
civilian engineer who acts as a pilot. He is always an old man on
the line and his job is tc guide the soldier-engineer over difficult
and unfamiliar trackage. The railroad soldiermen go forward
wherever there is lonnage to haul and trackage and cars to carry
it. They have been bombed and straffed, at times, but the trains
got through.

Most of the U, S, soldier engineers are men with good. solid
railroad backgrounds. Many of the older ones were engineers on
roads back home, For the most part, however, they were firemen.
All hands on qll trains want to graduate to the throttle, naturally
enough, because that is the reasonable goal of the trainman, and,
because, too. an engineer geis the technician’s equivalent of a
sergeant’s raling and pay.

G. L. engineers and firemen have become used to standing in
the cabs by this time for French locomeotives carry no seating ac-
commodations. On occasion an engine crew has stood as much as
30 hours on one run without relief. All this without griping.

Not that they don’t gripe. Loud indignation is voiced from time
to ttme by crews further back dalong the train in the caboose. In

the Stales, the caboose is reserved strictly for the crew. Over in
Africa, like as notl, the caboose becomes a haven for an assortment
of deadheads including some French scldiers, civilians and as many
Arabs as can crowd in, Probably the Arabs will be accompanied
by a variety of livestock such as chickens, goals, and sheep.

Scaitered along the trackside over the breadth of North Africa
are the soldiers who dispaich the trains, repair the rolling stock
when it breaks down, maintain the rights of way, replace blown-
out bridges and put new locomotives together. They live in tents,
railway stations, bomb shaitered houses and small hotels—anything
they can find with a roof over it.

When Marshal Rommel decided it would be wise to start his
reireat towards Bizerete and Tunis, his troops blew out a number of
bridges to delay our trains, Qur engineers expected this and were
ready. For example, they constructed an 1.800 foot run around of
track that girdled a small mountain to replace a blown bridge. The
job was compleled and carrying traffic in ten days.

Reconstruction crews get on the job as soon as our troops
caplure a bridge that is blown out. They live on the site until the
bridge is replaced and carrying traffic. The record for fast replace-
ment goes to a crew that had a blown bridge, requiring o great
amount of steel work, back in service in three days. These men
are undoubtedly going to be a headache to Maintenance of Way
superintendents back in the States after the war when they start
telling how it was done in Africa under difficulties unknown in
peacetime railroading,

New construction figures prominently in the job of pioneering
here. A tour of North Africa railways reveals that a new yard,
complete with hump, is being installed at one place; an addition
of 25 miles of track, that rails are being extended elsewhere to
strateqic points and that a variety of other installations are cen-
stantly in the works.

Back of all this railroading are the shops, where cars and
locomotives are repaired. Scattered over the systems are locomo-
five repair shops, roundhouses, machine shops and other installa-
Expert
mechanics now work side by side with French experis to keep the
stock rolling.

tions which the American railroad men term “excellent.”

French cooperation in the shops is fine, the boys say, especially
when a rare piece of equipment is needed. German’s army occupa-
tion Commission in Africa, before the U, 5. occupation, made a
aystematic effort to strip the shops of partz and tools.

More than once, a soldier-mechanic has torn his hair because
of inability to find a special part or a special tool. Generally a
French mechanic in the shop will disappear for an hour and turn
up with the desired piece of equipment from a hiding place where
he had buried it to keep it out of German hands. They even hid
away a number of big guns and ammunition which they turned
over to the military after the enemy had departed.

There is still a lot more to the story of North Africa railroading
that still cannot be told. Tonnages cannot be revealed. Distribution
of supplies cannot be told. Locations of railheads cannot be de-
scribed or rolling stock counted for obvious reasons. It is obvious
that there is war lonnage to be transported in Africa and the
railroads and railroad men are doing it.

Railroading in Africa is an international melange of U. 5.,
British and French military, French civilians and Arabs. No matter
what their native tongue, however, they «all speak the language
of railroading. Li, H. J. Surles, who was trainmaster for the Great
Northern at Minot, N. D., has this to say for instance, of the chef de
gare at a station near Allied Force headquarters:

“He's a railroad man in any language. Set him down in a

railroad anywhere in the United States and he’ll be right at home.”

French railway systems in North Africa provide most of the
rolling stock and the rights of way. The U. 5. is supplementing this
with new rolling stock and the men 1o operate it. Rommel found
the hard fisted Yankee soldier “hogger” at the throtle of the
Viclory trains too hard to handle and tough enough to meet any
obstacles, Every railroad and every railroader in the United States,
Africa and elsewhere are seeing to it that the Victory Specials
confinue to make schedule.
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% Having just returned from my vacation, which un-
doubtedly was the shortest two weeks of the entire
year, with the one exceplion being the two weeks
furlough period between passing one’s physical ex-
amination and the scheduled induction date, am at a
loss to decipher what IS news and what WAS news.
However, we all know the railroad under any and all conditions MUST continue to RUN,
and similarly the printer also MUST have this column to RUN on page 4. so here goes. . ..

The first letter upon my desk is from Pvt. George McDearmid (Trafiic) who writes of
being routed out of bed at 500 AM ic receive orders for his transfer to another unit.
Really a most terrible hour, especially when I now think that 7:00 AM is early and it is,
isn’t it?

Gave his life in defense of his country: A short lime ago Thos. Kearns (AF&PA) was
reading a newspaper article listing the names of individuals who had passed away in o
Japanese prison camp, when his eyes focused upon the name of Peter Floor, Pete workad
in Tom's office during 1938 before resigning. To his Mother, who residss in San Francisco,
we wish to exlend our deepest sympathy.

Hy -Lites

By JACK HYLAND

Marine Barney LaRash (AF&PA) must be quite an active person in the South Pacific
Recent letter tells of his being in the hospital again, but passes it off lightly saying . . .
‘it's only an infected elbow’ Hope your nurse was kinda cute, Barney.

Gasoline conservation: During recent Sacto Northern inspection tour in Frank Nott's
(Sacto) automobile, Presidents Charles Elsey (WP) and Harry Mitchell (SN) who were
supposed to be passengers, actually found themselves supplying the motive power. It
seems the gear lever in Frank's car wouldn’t shift into reverse and at the Chico Air Base
he drove into a position where backing up was necessary. Our Presidents were regular
fellows and pushed the car into a clear location with Frank as the passenger. (P.5.—Any
extra gas coupons?)

Notes from Sacramenio: Bill Page (East Gridley) who has held down the Agents job
for many years has transterred to Marysville, and nene other than Mrs. Bill Page will iake
over the East Gridley post helping in the monpower shorlage. Joyce Miller (Gen. Magrs)
recently returned after a meoenth's illness. Nick Churich (B&B Foreman) has retired afler
many years service. W. E. Denny (Gen. Mars) reports sesing Claim Agent L. H. Rodebaugh
giving bicycle lesscns to Mrs. Rodebaugh ot Helvetia Park, with progress being mads at
the expense of quite some physical exertion on the part of friend hubby. Ted Triphon
iz acting Roadmaster (1st sub-division) in place of Nick Captan who is on a leave of
absence. (Ted is a stickler for practicing safety at work, so be extra careful fellows.)

Traffic Dept. nearly declared an ‘Army Day' recenily, when Staff Sqts. Art Allen and
Roy Olsen, and 1st Lt. Everett Lamphere visited the office on one day. Allen brought
along his wife and baby, but Lamphere as usual—forgot to bring candy and cigars
(PS—Master Lyle was bern March 7th). Following day Sgt. Frank Bedient dropped in to
say adios . . . leaving for O.C.8. training at New Orleans. Also bidding odieu . . . but
to civilian clothing was Lt Irving Lyons (Aug. 21st) and Robert Witts (Sept. 7th).

Word comes in from Oakland, o recent heart attack has Bill Odermatt (Chief Elec-
trician) confined to his home. Previously, Bill hadn't received any of our Headlight
magazines, and possibly when he not only received the August issue but also saw his
name in it . . . the shock was too much.

From Chicago: In keeping with the war effort, the Spencer Gibbong' anncunce the
birth of brother “James Spencer” as of July 5th to little Barbara (3 yrs—Sept. 10th). Another
young lady added to the force, (Miss) Rita McEnerney—but this time o dark haired, blue
eyed Irish lass. George Wenig is still proving he has a good eye for picking ‘em, even
though existing on '6 menth' deferments and like myself, knowing how it feels to get o
last minute reprieve., Major John Nolan's last letter from Africa, but none lately, so he
may have changed his address. On account of all the youth and beauty around the office,
Marie Libbe is counting on the hoys to be kind to her, and—I hope they will. Glad to
know Clarence Brown is still around.

Down to earth and up again: Radar may be a wonderful invention for locating
planes, but Cupid is still tops for lecating pilots, as evidenced on July 24th when Cadet
Eddie Reel (Los Angeles) and Alice Ostlund were married. QOur heartiest congratulaticns,
and he's a swell fellow, Alice . .. honesily.

Still aiding the war effort: “We find J. C. Bording's other son Bill, is now dashing
around the area known as Sicily, and we know he will carry on for his late brother
(Sqt. Roy Bording), and for the rest of us.

Charley Beem, Portola’'s genial Yardmaster is now being called “Grandpa.” It seems
his daughter Gladys, trainmaster-clerk to Bill Howell and ‘Slim’ Wilks, has o son Lewis,
who is crew caller for Charley. Deciphering accomplished by Carrell Hood (TF&PA) in
and arcund Quincy, Cal.

That untiring individual—Ross Kelleher (Saclo Shops) informs me, the War Savings
Stamps now pasted upon their “Homor Roll” board previcusly mentioned in the July
issue . . . are to be destroyed after the war, and no claims made for redemption. That's
what we call an "ALL OUT” effort.

Expecting to be in San Francisco during September is Lt (pardon me), I mean Capt.
Bob Youngblood (Loc. Fri. Office) now stationed in Boston, Mass., home of Boston Baked
Beans. Seems to me, any city the Army has o camp in could be termed the ‘beans’
home town.

I'll wager our WAC'S, Waves. Spars or lady Marines never dreamed a day would
come when making up their beds would be more important than making up their faces.

OAKLAND TERMINAL RAILWAY

% The Oakland Terminal Railway, a cor-
poration recently organized by the Santa
Fe Railway and the Waestern Pacific Rail-
road as their jointly controlled affiliate,
tock over on July lst all freight operations
heretofore conducted by the Oakland
Terminal Railroad Co., one of the Key
System companies. The Key System will
continue the operation of its urban and
interurban passenger service.

The Oakland Terminal Railway, in carry-
ing on its freight switching operations, will
serve the Oakland Port of Embarkation and
General Depot of the U. 8. Army, located
in the Oakland Cuter Harbor District. It
will also serve industries located in that
territory, as well aos certain industries
located on Key System ftracks in Inner
Oakland.

In granting cuthority to The Oakland
Terminal Railway to acquire and operate
the freight properties of Qakland Terminal
Railroad Co. and alse to acquire and exer-
cise certain trackage rights, the Interstate
Commerce Comrmission held, in substance,
that the change of contrel and operation
from the Key Syslem to the new Santa Fe-
Western Pacific affiliate would be in the
public interest.

It was pointed out in the Interstate Com-
merce Commission's decision that freight
operations previously conducted by the Key
Systern  affilicte would be continued by
the new company without interruption of
service. The ICC further said:

"“The new company will have the bene-
fit of the bridge route, which will afford a
more direct and efficient route to the har-
bor distriet, free from interference by pas-
senger trains.”

The ICC further said that control and
support of The Oakland Terminal Railway
by the Banta Fe and the Western Pacific
"should assure better service to the public.
Its operations will assure centinuance of
competitive service in the harbor district.”

The ICC decision brought cut that “the
military establishment in the disirict is
intended to be permanent’” and noted that
“the record indicates that it is o large and
important project.”

According to the management, The Oak-
land Terminal Rallway plans to provide a
24-hour service and to re-enforce the exist-
ing motive power with additional switching
locomotives, both electric and Diesel.

Harry A. Mitchell of San Francisco, who
iz president of two Western Pacific sub-
sidiaries, the Sacramento Northern Rail-
way and Tidewater Southern Railway Com-
pany, has been elected president of The
QOakland Terminal Railway. Gerald E.
Duffy, assistant to the president of the
Santa Fe Railway at San Francisco, will
serve as vice-president of the new com-
pany. Other officers, all at San Francisco,
are: Mrs. Harriet P. Tyler, counsel and
secretary; D. C, DeGraff, auditor; E. C.
Bates, treasurer; and H. ]. Sutherland, tax
commissioner.

The general offices of The Oakland Ter-
minal Railway will be ot 526 Mission
Street, San Francisco. The operating offices
will be maintained at their present location,
1501 Yerba Buena Avenue, Oakland. G. B.
Swall, who has been superintendent of the
Oakland Terminal Railroad Co., will con-
tinue in that capacity for the new Ockland
Terminal Railway.















