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ANNIVERSARY — First Western Pacific passenger train
from Salt Lake City arrives Oakland on Monday, August 22, 1910
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HELEN SHURTLEFF WINS
MARINE PROMOTION

* Freeing a Marine to fight today is
Sergeant Helen L. Shurtleff, Western
Pacific employee on leave of absence,
and now a member of the Marine Corps
Women's Reserve.

Stationed at Marine Centrc(l Division
headguarters in Chicago, "the Sarge"” is
shown seated, wearing the cool summer
work uniform of the Marine Women's
Reserve.

‘With her is Sergeant Florence Bailey,
her girlhood friend from Salt Lake City.
Both enlisted in the Marine Corps at the
same time, and both underwent basic
training at Hunter College, New York
City, at the same time. It was not until
they had been assigned to their present
station that either was aware the other
was a Marine.

Helen worked in the Freight Traffic
Department of the General Office and

just prior to her departure from the W.P.
she worked as secretary to W. C. Mittel-
berg. (USMC photo)

JUNE TRAFFIC

* Total operating revenues for June
climbed to another new high for that
month of $4,218,062.

Maintenance and operating costs,
plus taxes of $841,063 and various
rents. required expenditure of $3.-
046,702 to keep the traffic moving for
30 days.

Mussolini is no longer interested.
but the consists of freight and pas-
senger traffic moved would provide a
chill for Tojo or der Fuehrer i they
could scan them over ever so briefly.

% We proudly add the following men to our

834 Honor Roll of Employees serving with the

Armed Forces of our country:
- o e e —

Ambrose, L. R. Dickie, E. N. Hawkins, E. M. Mlakar, Frank
Anderson, H. B. Diggs. L. A. Isley, W. K. Reese, W. H.
Borich, . I. Dravis. J. W. Kimball, E. C. Reiser, C. A.
Butler, E. L. Feusi. R. ]. Lambert, C. A. Rist, F. E.
Cartwright, L. S. Goddard. R. C. MecCullough. R. F. Stoddard, G. M.
Clark, C. A. Gomez, P. B, McVean, S. E. Stratton, E. R.
Condo, G. D. Grego, P. Marler, L. E. Thomas, T. J.
Crowell,]. G. Hammer. |. C. Mechlin, V. L. Toomey, F. E.
Wade, C.R.

ROOF LOUNGE HAS HOME COMFORTS

% A modern streamlined kitchen with all facilities including reirigerater, electric ranges, dishes.
cups and other eating utensils daily attract a bevy of ieminine pulchritude, In addition to the
large dining room. the Lounge boasts of plenty of reading matter, radio, rest room and lots of
California sunshine on the roof proper. To obtain the propsr “‘atmosphere,”” the men were asked
not to clutter up the (unposed) picture above.
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WESTERN PACIFIC TO GET CENTRALIZED
TRAFFIC CONTROL

* Because of the extraordinary volume of wartime
freight and passenger traific moving to and from Cali-
fornia over the Western Pacific Railroad, a very large
part of which must pass through the 118-mile Feather
River Canyon in the Sierra Nevada between Oroville
and Portola, the War Production Board has granted
the Western Pacific necessary authority to proceed
with installation of a complete Centralized Traffic
Control signal system through the Canyon, which will
cost approximately $1,300.000.

The use of such a signal system will permit the
movements of all trains on the district to be directed
by the dispatcher from a central control board at
Keddie, 96 miles east of Oroville. Trains will be di-
rected only by signal indication without use of written
train orders. All passing track switches on the entire
district will be electrically opened and closed by re-
mote control from the main control board at Keddie.

Through the medium of a moving train position
graphic chart and train indication lights on the track
diagram before him, the dispatcher will have at all
times a complete picture of the location of all trains
on the entire district. With this knowledge, the dis-
patcher can plan train meets or passings, set the
signals at outlying points to carry out his plans and
also operate the switches by remote electrical control
to save the stops and starts and loss of time which
would be required if the train crew had to operate the
switches by hand.

The use of the new signal and train movement con-
trols will greatly shorten the time required for trains
to pass over this mountainous district by eliminating
time lost due to imperfect meets, transmitting and re-
ceiving written train orders and hand operation of
switches when entering and leaving side tracks. In
addition, complete automatic signals will provide ad-
ditional safety of operation.

Completion of this project will make the Feather
River Canyon single track line equal to approximately
65% of the train operation capacity of a similar dis-
tance of double track. This improvement and removal
of what has at times under wartime conditions been
an operditng “bottleneck” will increase the capacity
of the entire line and make the Canyon the most fluid
operation on the road with the exception of the 183
mile double track district in eastern Nevada.

This improvement by Western Pacific is in line with
improvements being made by other American rail-
roads in their endeavors to assure that wartime ma-
terials and personnel shall be handled promptly to
avoid delay in production or prosecution of the war.

The War Production Board has released the neces-
sary materials to enable the railroad to make an im-
mediate start on the new construction and carry it to
completion in the early part of 1944, but various sec-
tions will be completed and placed in operation in
the Fall of this year. Construction headquarters have
been established at Keddie. Gangs will work both
ways from the control center. Materials required in-
clude 480 tons of iron and steel, 80 tons of copper and
copper alloys, and a ton of nickel.

All signal equipment will be furnished by the Union
Switch and Signal Company of Swissvale, Pa. The
project will be under the general direction of T. L.
Phillips, Western Pacific Chief Engineer in San Fran-
cisco with E. P. Peterson, Assistant Engineer, in active
charge of the project. ]. L. Coles, Signal Engineer, will
be in charge of plans and field installations. All line
wire and pole line work will be under the direction of
]. P. Quigley, Superintendent of Transportation and
Telegraph at San Francisco.

The work will be expedited so that the new system
can be placed in operation at the earliest date prac-
ticable. It is expected that the Keddie-Portola unit
will be completed and placed in operation around the
end of this year and that the Keddie-Oroville unit will
be completed early in 1944, at which time the entire
Feather River Canyon operation will be under C.T.C.
operation.

Centralized Traffic Control is operated by means of
wayside three position light signals and coded track
circuits. Power for operation of switches is furnished
by storage batteries, trickle charged from a power
supply so operations can be effected even when the
power line supply is temporarily interrupted.

—T. B. B.

* * *

(Editor's Note: The above generalization of Central Traffic
Control is the forerunner of a series of articles on this subject.
How C.T.C. will effect the movement of trains will be related
by Asst. Supt. of Transpn. E. T. Gallagher. Mr. E. P. Peterson,
assistant engineer, will relate the construction problems in the
installation of C.T.C. An article on financing and the economic
aspects of this fascinating subject will be written by P. L.
Wryche, general statistician.)
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* A short time ago Edward Benes, President of
Czecho-Slovakia, made a radio speech which was
broadcast nationally, ocutlining his country’s position
in the war, which we all know is anti-Axis. But
something we possibly didnt know was, Richard J.
Benish (draftsman) of our Engineering Department
is a second cousin to President Benes. When Richard’s father, the President’s first
cousin, came to this couniry he changed the spelling of his native name to agree
with the pronunciation, “Ben-ish.”

Corp. Ralph Schmitt (former AF&PA but later Asst. Traffic Manager of Safeway
Stores) was a recent visitor to the General Office. Ralph, like George McDearmid
(Tralfic) stationed in Mass., must get more than a six hour pass to visit home,
being stationed in Syracuse, N. Y.

Acute shortage: George Williams, SK 1/c (Auditors), writes from an “unmen-
tionable” Southwest Pacific island that writing paper is a scarcity. Thanks for ihe
tip, George. We'll remember this when writing you or any of our boys located
beyond the U.S.A. county line.

Air Cadet Bruce Heilman (Car Record), located at Sherman, Tex. (Perrin Field),
states it costs $5.00 a pint for “pop-skull.” You drink it today and for the following
week your skull pops, and old man remorse rides your shoulders. Mavbe that's the
stuff reserved for those Texas Long-Horns.

The engagement ring worn by Dura Sherbert (Traffic) had additional sparkle
lately . . . because Fred Chesley (the one and only) is now a Chief Petty Officer

A little belated (but sad) news: Miriam Meyer (Steno-Clerk), the pride and joy of
Agent Moody's Stockton Freight Office, is no more . . . for on June 5th at Sheppard’s
Field, Tex., she was cliamed as the bride of Cadet Roy H. Scriven. Congratulations
to vou both, and we are very glad Mrs. Miriam Scriven returned to the Western
Pacific fold.

Chicago enters the news: Bill Duever has anocther tax exemption and young
Michael (2 vyrs.) has a sister—Patricia Joan, born May 11th, 7 lbs. 13 oz. Recent addi-
tion to clerical force and proving blondes are still preferred is (Miss) Vista Quill-
man, Lt. Hanson gave his old pals a treat recently, visiting "Bankers Bldg.” en route
to Dayton, Ohio. Mrs. H. accompanied him, so Wint didn't miss the train . . . or did
they? Jim Warren and John Riegel were sorry looking individuals when the “rain
came” to Chicago last May, seeing their Viciory Gardens washed away. (S'funny
place—W. M. Roper and Ken Stoney just relurned to 5. F., saying Chicage was as
hot as ‘ell. Marie Libbe thought the Nawvy had taken over the office when Gerry
Coffee (8 2/c), Wallie Conway (Y 3/c) and Bill Grath (Y 2/c) dropped in to
say "Howdy."”

The strange voice (to us) saying “Wes'n Pacific emanating from Gen. Office
PBX is that of Kathryn Jackson. who replaced Louise Larson (retired). We all know
the other voice, but for the newcomers, we introduce Hazel Wochos (Chief Operator).

It's now Master Sergeant E. P. Broderson (Special Agts. Office) who writes A. D.
Thatcher telling of his receiving the "Headlight” in Africa, but by the time he reads
this, he may be in - ? Better brush up on your foreign languages, Erwin, ‘cause
while money may talk, it may alse say the wrong thing at the wrong time.

Harry Dewhirst (Portola) sent the outside cover of the April Headlight to hig son
in the Air Corps. who replied that one of his buddies remarkd when he saw the
picture of “Williams Loop™: "Ne wonder the W.P. doesn't get anywhere.” Maybe
so, but many people have enjoyed a "merry-go-round” ride, haven't you?

PFC “"Bunny” Pratt (Telegraph), now in the Marines, writes Carl Rath (G. O.-
Telegrapher) of all the beautiful girls he meets at Balboa Beach, and that there
isn't any such title as “Yard Bird"” in the Marine Corps. Knowing the usual Marine
Corps language, | suppose the title is an unprintable name.

Accept our apology: It seems Bill Odermatt (Chief Electrician) has been a W. P.
Clubk member for many months but hasn't been receiving our Headlight. We are
sorry, Bill, but thanks to Ermest Knox (Oakland-Roundhouse), who gave us the dope,
your copies will be forthcoming (to the correct address).

During July the Gen. Offices were surprised by personal appearance of Sgt.
Connie Murphy (Car Record) from far away Fort Knox, Ky., locking fit at 187 ibs.,
instead of his previous 225§ lbs. Best of luck, "Murf,” at the O.C.8. and hope you
make it without any trouble.

Because M. E. Boyd (Traffic) hadn't fully recovered from recent operation, T. P.
Wadsworth represented W.P. at North Coast Meeting in Seattle during ]uIy. Pas-
sibly Marshall already knew Pullman accommodations were at a premium, for "Tux"
didn’t know whether he was to sleep in the aisle or ncl until four hours before irain
time. (P. S.—Tux had to get up to go io bed.)

Better late than never: Anniversary congratulations extended to Tom Brown,
W. P. Publicity Manager, who passed “Mile-post No. 24" last July 14th, on the road
of wedded happiness.

Sympathy extended to A. N. Deonier (fireman) who lost his son a shert time ago
during an Air Corps action somewhere in the South Pacific,

Jacqueline Jones (Car Record) recently made her third trip to the Blood Bank and
is now the proud owner of a “silver pin.” Without detracting from Jackie's glory, we
find- Harry Starke (AF&PA) did it again . . . donating hiz “seventh pint” of blood,
and we wonder if anyone can beat his record.

Quoting from the Tidewater Southern Ry. “One Spot.” edited by Walter Samuels:
The teacher asked: “David, can you tell the class what a sawhorse is?” to which he
replied, "I'm not sure, but it must be the past tense of sea horse.”

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND

WALTER GORTON RETIRES

% For a long time, Walt Gorton, Chief
Clerk of our Qakland Freight Traific
OUlfice, felt a keen desire to spend more
time with his charming grand-children;
to go fishing, and to travel to some of
those far off places where the big en-
gines go to. Likewise, he's had a yen to
walk into the offices of various shippers
and meet them face to iace, instead of
through letters, bills of lading and tele-
phone calls.

Now Walt is going to do all these
things. He wvoluntarily retired on July
15th after almost 32 years of faithful
service. One of his first acts was to ac-
quire a cozy log cabin in Capitola,
where he plans to spend most of his
spare time with his wife.

Walter started railroading with the
S.P. back in 1905 as a telegrapher. A
few years later he changed to the West-
ern Pacific, After deoing everything re-
quired of an efficient operating man he
moved his family to Qakland, accept-
ing the position of cashier in the Fruit-
vale station, then headed by his father,
the late Charles Gortonn. He was pro-
moted . to Chief Clerk in Oakland in
1922. He is considered one of the keen-
est rate men in the System and his
counsel on rate matters has been sought
after continually.

At the completion of his last day in
the office, he was presented with a
beautiful Gladstone bag and a military
set. The sincere good wishes of his
many friends go with him in his retire-
ment.

* k ok

WESTERN PACIFIC'S BIRTHDAY

% Qur historic cover photo shows the
arrival of the first through Western Pa-
cific passenger train from Salt Lake City
at Third and Washington streets, QOak-
land, California, on Monday, August 22,
1810, thus marking the opening of the
new iranscontinental route wvia the
Western Pacific and the Salt Lake City
Gateway. This first train, a special, car-
ried press correspondents, railroad of-
ficials, civic and other guests. At sta-
tions along the line bands played, chil-
dren sang, men and women danced
and orations were delivered. The cul-
minating and largest celebration was
at Oakland, where the trains passed
under an arch bearing the legend:
"Oakland Welcomes Western Pacifie.”

* kK

McKELLIPS VISITS S. F.

* Daniel O. McKellips, W.P.'s first loco-
motive engineer, retired since Nov. I,
1937, paid a visit to the general office.
He is in excellent health, spry as ever,
and says he hopes to be called to run
the Exposition Flyer.

Dan is a collector of railroad photo-
graphs and old railroad relics. He
knows that Mr. Germann (Engineering)
has the bell of Locomotive No. 92, the
first W.P. engine to run into Oakland.
He believes he also has the throtile of
this old engine.

Should McKellips and Germann merge
their respective collections an old fash-
ioned locomotive could be the result.















