THE AMERICAN FLAG

Flag of the free heart's hope and home!

By angel bands to valor given;
T'hy stars have lit the welkin dome,

And all thy bues were born in heaven.
Forever float that standard sheet!

W here breathes the foe but falls before us,
With Freedom’s soil beneath our feet,

And Freedom’s banner streaming o'er us?

—Joseph Rodman Drake.
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MAKERS OF THE FLAG

Then came a great shout from The Flag:

“l am what you make me, noﬂ)ing more.

“I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of
color, a symbol of yourself, the pictured sugges-
tion of that big thing which makes this nation.
My stars and my stripes are your dream and your
labors. They are bright with cheer, brilliant with
courage, firm with faith, because you have made
them so out of your bearts. For you are the makers
of the flag and it is well that you glory in the

making."
—Franklin K. Lane,
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MAY TRAFFIC

% Total operating revenues for May
soared above all previous marks for
that month by reaching $4,000,095.

Maintenance and operation costs,
plus taxes of $754.297 and various
rents, amounted to $2.957,990.

Miles of freight cars filled with
war materials and hundreds of cars
with armed forces were speeded on
their way. Berlin and Tokyo papers
please copy.

HE GAVE HIS LIFE

% A small golden star has been placed on our Honor Roll Flag—for one of our men, Ser-
geant Leroy Bording. has made the supreme sacrifice. He died believing that his beloved
parents, and his wife—and all of us—have the inalienable right to live az we choose to

. without persecution, fear and hatred. Yes, he died for us!

Because the Second War Loan drive is ended—does that mean our fighting is over?
Is there ever an end to our fighling and sacrificing on the Home Front as long as a single
man in our armed forces is in peril of his life?

“You Loan Your Money—They Give Their Lives”"—it's a Go\rerm_nent slogan, but how
much more poignant it seems now that we have suffered a loss so close to home. We
have no facilities at our command to tell us of others whom we hold dear who may have
given their lives; but our answer is clear. We must buy Bonds and continue to buy Bonds
unfil we have crushed the hated Axis—and we must buy not within our means but within
our conscience! —Editor.

813

% We proudly add the following men to our
Honor Roll of Employees serving with the

Armed Forces of our country:

Allen, G. E. Nyrehn, D. E, Smith, ]. T. Vekander, ]. D.
Allured, W. G. Phipps. W. L. Sprowl, H. E. Vincent, C.
Ashley, Millard Rohdenburg, H. G. Stapp, H.E. Vizina, N. M.
Berlin, Theodore Rose, B. A. Starr, E. H. Wacholtz, C. E.
Beydler. M. G. Rowe, L. M. Steeley. J. T. Wadell, E. A.
Castro. W. A. Royer, L. H. Steinmetz, ]. R. Walker, C. W.
Cook, ]. A. Rudofski, H. J. Story. M. Walker, E. R.
DeMille, G. S. Rund, V.E. Studebaker, F. G. Walther, G. E.
Elsholz, Frank Runge, ]. P. Stumpf, B. Watson, E. M.
Gehrig, ]. C. Ryder. E. C. Sullivan, F. ]. Watts, D. L.

Hall, 0. G. Sailsbery, F. Sundahl, C. H. Webinger, L. P.
Hansen, Harvey Sapp. Donald Swinney. R. R. White, R. P.
Harrizon, R. K. Schultze, H. F. Thomas, C. Wilson, P. H.
Hernandez, ]. L. Scully, ]. V. Tilbury., G. W., Jr. ‘Witherspoon, G. E.
Long, C. M. Semenza, F. Temassetti, J. P. Woolverton, A,
Lucero, A. B. Shepard. R. L. Toomey, W. E. Yerman, J. A.
Matus, G. Shuetter. A. A. Travis, J. H. Zelwick, E. L.
Nusse, L. A. Simpson, W. A. Tussey, W. A. Zimmerman, W. J.
Nusse, V. A. Smith, C. Vance, C. E. Zitzelsberger. F. ],

CASEY JONES IN TEHERAN

¥ It took two eighty-ton locomolives to get her over the mountain. Howard Blair of Breck-
enridge, Minn., who used to fire on the Great Northern line, held the throttle of engine
number one, and Chester Clark of Muscatine, lowa, kept the steam up. The bells rang and
the whistles blew, and there were Yankee brakemen running along the tops of the cars
and a Yankee conductor sitting at the top of the caboose, with his head out of the window,
and, we hope, chewing tobacco and spitting clear over the right-of-way.

And we think Casey Jones was there, too, visible to the faithful, and quite a crew of
railroad men older and deader than Casey Jones—that is, not dead at all in the grand
iraditions of the iron road. They'd run trains on both sides during the Civil War. They
remembered the linking of the rails at Promontory Point, and when buffalo were a menace,
and when you coupled cars by hand and didn‘t feel like a real railroad man if you had
all your fingers, and they had known trouble from snow and washouts and grasshoppers
and forest fires, and some had gone to glory in a wrestle of steel moguls meeting on curves
on single-track lines.

So they rode with SergeantEngineer Howard Blair, and with Corporal-Fireman Chester
Clark, and the whisiles blew and the bells rang half the time when you couldn’t see who
was doing it. And this was how, a lew days ago "the first all-American train carrying
United States war supplies to Russia” steamed into Teheran. Take her from the Persian
Gulf to Teheran? Why, that crew would have taken her through hell if they had been
ordered to, and brought her in on time. Now she's lugging stuff for the Russians, with a
Russian crew, but maybe Casey is still aboard—for Casey doesn’t ask what language a
man speaks or what his politics are. If he can keep that freight rolling, and loves the click
of the rails, and the rhythmic whoosh of steam, and the reel of the high cab. and fire in
the box and wind in the eye, Casey is his friend and will go along.

From the New York Times.
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IMPROVED HOME ROUTING

By W. M. Foster, Inspector of Transportation

Y% Now when much effort is being put forth by the
Car Service Division of the Association of American
Railroads to curtail circuitous routing—thereby mak-
ing equipment available for loading sooner, plus the
saving in per diem and many empty car-miles to in-
dividual lines by shortrouting — the thought occurs
that much could be accomplished in shert-routing for-
eign empty freight cars on all lines, if a universal
change in home cards were put in force, so that the
home route cards would show not only the line from
which car was received, but also the entire home route
beyond line from which received, back to the date and
junction by which the car originally moved off its
home rails.

The following is the general present practice of most
roads: Upon receipt of a foreign car from a connec-
tion, a home route card is made for the car showing
initial, number, road received from, interchange point
at which received, date received and agent or other
designated person’'s name or initials—to indicate who
made the card. Some railroads include spaces for
billing of the car when empty.

Such information places the home route of the car
only as far as that individual road’'s connection from
which the car was received, but no further. To be of
the most general benefit, the home route should go
beyond that first connection—in fact it should go to the
second, third, fourth and «ll the way back te the
original junction and date when car first left its home
rails.

This can be done—with perhaps much less clerical
time and expense than is necessary with present meth-
ods—and at the same time have added information
for shortest routing available to each and every per-
son on any line who may have the car and home
route card in his possession.

This method of handling would include sending
home route cards with cars when delivered to con-
nections in switch movements, as well as when de-
livered to connections for line haul—in other words,
have the home route card always in possession of the
road which has the car.

To accomplish this, let the Car Service Division, A.
A. R., establish a universal home route card that
would be identical for all lines’ use. The only differ-
ence to such cards of other lines would be the name of
the home or issuing line's name printed across the top
of the route card, after which the balance of card
would be the same for all railroads, with spaces for
initial, number, etc., and the remainder of the card,
front and back, provided with blank squares of « size
suitable to toke impressions from junction stamps,
such stamps being about the same size and form
throughout the country.

The average-size home route card would accommo-
date approximately sixteen of such blank squares,
front and back, and supplementary cards having only
- blank squares on both front and back could be added
to any original card that may have all squares filled

—merely by stapling or pinning it to the original.
Such home route card would be made by the home
line for its system cars sent to any connection, loaded
or empty, even if only for a switching movement to
the connection. The home route card should prefer-
ably be made by the billing agent at the time when
the regular waybill or switch bill is made for a car
moving off-line loaded, or empty for return loading.

This in itself would have the effect of speeding the
passing of cars through yards having interchanges
with one or more railroads—where time and clerical
detail are often a big factor in the prompt handling of
trains from yards after crews have been called, based
upon the reported arrival of cars from a connection.
With a home route card prepared as herein suggested,
the clerical detail of making home route cards by yard
office forces would be reduced to almost nothing.
About the only home route cards needed to be made
at junction points would be for the occasional empty
moving from vyard to yard for connection’s return
loading.

As the junction stamp is applied to waybills, it
would likewise be applied to space #1 of the home
route card; the next connection would stamp in the
proper delivery space to its connection or space #2,
and so on in proper order. Such passing stamps pro-
vide time and date, junction point and name of rail-
road.

Let us take a specific example:

A Western Pacific car is being billed from San Fran-
cisco, Cal., to Jersey City, N. ]. Say, for the purposes
of example only, that it is billed via W. P. - D. & R. G.
W. - C. B. & Q. - Erie. When the car arrives at Salt
Lake City (D. & R. G. W. connection), the D. & R. G. W.
makes a home route card for this car showing initial,
number, kind of car, etc. When the car arrives at
Denver (C. B. & Q. connection), it likewise makes its
home route card, very similar to the one made by the
D. & R. G. W. for use over its (C. B. & Q.) line. When
the car reaches Chicago (Erie connection), the Erie in
turn makes another home route card similar to those
of the two preceding roads.

Now, after the car is made empty at Jersey City, let
us assume that it is loaded either through error or the
convenience of some shipper to Tampa, Florida—
routed via any of the various lines, each of which
issues its particular home route card for use while the
car is on their respective lines.

Arriving at Tampa and again made empty, it re-
ceives a load for some point in the South, East or
Middle West, and so on until at some later date it
again reaches a direct connection of the Western
Pacific, or actually reaches its home rails with a load.
All during this period many individual home route
cards are made by the various lines handling the car.

With the suggested plan in effect, when car was
billed to Jersey City by the billing agent at San Fran-
cisco, he would also make the home route card for this
W. P. car filling in only initial eand (Centinusd on page 8)
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% In the yard of the Sacramento Shops stands a
very unusual “Honor Roll.” for in addition to the
names of their service men, a huge “V” appears
through the center, which together with the border
iz made of War Savings Stamps in denominations
ranging from 10 cents to $1.00 . . . the total amount
being slightly less than $300.00. Ross Kelleher was the guiding genius in this, as well as
other war bond activities at the Sacramento Shops, and without detracting from other war
bond workers, Ross is simply indefatigable in his efforts and “No” is not in his lexicon.
Later, when the bonds reach maturity value, there will be many who will be grateful to him.

Traffic Department Arrivals: On May 25th, a daughter weighing 6 lbs. 3 oz., to Clifford
Worth household; June 7th found Coast Guardsman Jay Barbeau becoming a father to a
7 lb. 6 oz. son; and on June 14th litile James A. McNamara Jr. (6 lbs. 4 oz.) was the reason
for cigars. (P.S.—5till haven't seen any cigars or candy from Lt. Everett Lamphere.)

Although an article appears elsewhere in this issue concerning the fatal airplane crash
involving Sgt. Roy Bording, wish to express our deepest sympathy te his wife, Donna
Bording, and to his father, ]. C. Bording (retired lineman). To Mrs. C. L. Hawkins (Winne-
mucca), whose brother was fatally injured while in the armed services; to Mae Franklin
(Auditors), who recently lost her 15-year-cld son; to James Gladden, petty officer 1/c (for-
merly fireman—Qakland), whose mother (wife of the late L. R. Gladden, Chief Clerk—Tele-
graph) passed away June 17th; and to Charles E. Brandt (Supt.'s office—Sacto), whao last
his wife May 21st, we wish to extend additional condolences.

Hy -Lites

By JACK HYLAND

Carl Rath (G. O.—Telegrapher) received a very "Emily Post'y"” engraved card announc-
ing the graduation and commissioning of 2nd Lt. George E. Owens (formerly 4th trick oper-
ator at Keddie). Congratulations George, and keep 'em flying.

Doing his part: A recent arrival from Missouri, Scott Alcorn (brakeman—Portola), has
a family which is really assisting in winning the war. He has five sons in the Army;
his wife and three younger sons cperate the family farm at Elsinore, Mo. (producing more
food); his daughter is the wife of a war plant employe in St. Louis, Mo. Really an all-
out effort.

With the retirement of Louise Larson (PBX—Operatorl—my memory dashes back some
17 years or so. and recalls a “birthday cake” she baked and presented to me, when I
was hustling telegrams for G. A. Bradley, “'Si"” Vetter and D. Elkins. Thanks again, Louise.
and hope you enjoy the life of ease.

Dots and dashes from Sacramento: The secret is out—Chief Clerk Frank Fowler is o
“daddy" to young Stephen (age 2 months); Harvey Hansen reported to Camp Monterey;
Anita Young was married around June lst, but no further facts divulged, except Marcia
Whitlock succeeded her as Victory Tax clerk. Asst. Supt. C. E. McDonald can now dictate
a few letters, ‘cause smiling Agnes Welch (Sect) returned from her vacation; ditie for
Mildred Wingate. Bill Kenney, Asst. Accountant, left the W.P. fold on June 25th (reason
was not disclosed). Understand Sam and Louis Nervik (SNRy) did a swell black-face act,
and Jack Radonich sang o few old favorites, with the one and only Sam Cooper playing
the accompaniments at a recent W. P, affair. }

Mystery solved: During Mr. T. M. Schumacher's recent visit last month to the General
Offices, he had oc ion to question a certain (unknown) elevator passenger concerning
a specific office location. Understand the passenger replied politely and with a soft voice,
so naturally . . . it was Harry Ardley (Chief Clerk to J. W. Grace, Industrial Commissioner).

After 15 years’ service for the West. Pac.—Charles Vincent (Duplicating Bureau), who
served in the U. 8. Navy during World War No. 1, again returns to the colors . . . and
on July 1st, he became Sqt. C. E. Vincent, U. 5. Marines. Best of luck, Charlie, and after
all—you are now out of the basement and instead of being a ground-hog. you are a
"Devil-Dog.”

Dick Wilkens (GA—Lcs Angeles), visiting the Gen. Offices recently, combined business
with pleasure, seeing his son who is stationed at St. Mary’'s College Pre-Flight. Did you
put on the boxing gloves with him, Dick?

Again the W.P. is first: Letter from Lt, John Skinner (Traffic), now in North Africa, dis-
closed first mail received was the "Headlight.” John also mentioned he is o married man,
but didn’t say “where or when,” nor to “whom.” These military men are really secretive.

Fragrance, etc.: Frank King (Asst. Yardmaster—Oroville) doesn't stop at raising a son
(4 months old), but additionally has a lovely gardenia plant and of all things . . . a pet
skunk. (Confirmed the latter, because I didn't believe it, but Walt Mittelberg says "It's
official.”)

Portola news, with thanks to Harry Dewhirst: Operator Barry has been making three
point landings quite regularly of late—home, office and hospital (the last mentioned is
result of his “8th" grandchild). Understand Jack Weddell advised new lady clerk to not
let them get tough on the telephone. In answering first call she shouted "Round-house,
what the hell do you want?” and then to J. W., "How's that!” She'll do . .. Dave Sarbach
is interviewing women seeking employment as Hostler Helpers and getting some real
snappy answers. If anyone wants to know how to run nine trains with eight engines,
ask Pat (roundhouse foreman), for he swears he had one engine left.

Manuel Bettencourt (Pass. Dept.) was recently appointed Temporary District Secretary
at initial meeting of “"Golden West" Regional Associations held at Veneto's, one of San
Francisco's famous Italian restaurants. Other W.P. men present were: Ralph OH (Pass.
Dept.), Bill Racine ond Art Greiner (Acct. Dept.)

In conversation with Josephine Bein (Trans. Depi.) found out Alice Hanson (formerly Gen.
Magr.'s office) is now working in Alaska, and at . . . White Horse. (Wonder what sort of
*refreshments could be appropriately served? That was my guess, too.)

SAFETY
By ]. C. HOOVER

Y It is an undisputed fact that our Ameri-
can Railroads are by far the safest ever
devised by man, and we are trying al-
ways to perfect the safety of irain opera-
tion, looking upon a good record as a chal-
lenge to make a better one.

Without rules we could not enjoy this
distinction; rules are necessary for safe
operation; to be safe, rules must be
cbeyed; they mean what they say; if a
rule says "STOP,"” it means stop; if it says
“CAUTION,” it mean just what the defini-
tion of caution indicates—Restricted Speed.

"To run at reduced speed, accord-
ing to conditions, prepared to stop
short of a train, engine, car, mis-
placed switch, derail or, other ob-
struction or before reaching a stop
signal. Where circumstances re-
quire, train must be preceded by
a flagman.”

There is no greater device than a care-
ful man where safety is required, and
nothing will insure greater success in the
operation of ecny railroad with respect to
Safety, than knowing that all employes
whose duties are affected thereby, have a
therough, accurate, and uniform under-
standing of the rules.

No railroad can be successfully and
safely operated unless each and every em-
ploye understonds and obeys the rules in
the same way.

Great care has been taken to provide
operating rules for the guidance of em-
ployes, which if enforced and obeyed, will
remove all the hazards incident toa care-
lessness; however, if the rules are not
thoroughly understood, properly observed
and enforced, the rules fail to accomplish
the result desired.

Our great system of railroads would not
last very long if they were not operated
safely; they would not be recognized as
the safest means of transportation, if the
rules were not planned in every detail,
with the thought that Safety of Operation
was of the first importance.

These rules have been evolved from our
experiences in accidents which have oc-
curred in the past, and it should be remem-
bered that they are so constructed that
when cbeyed accidents will not happen.

QOur Railroad is no safer than our em-
ployes make it, and if all Western Pacific
employes, individually and collectively,
keep the faoctor of safety uppermost in
mind during their daily routine, whatever
it might be, they will not only be taking
good care of their own interests, but they
will be doing no end of good in furthering
the cause of their own railroad, as well as
building up the standard of railroading the
country over. .

The man who fails to chey the rules now
may cause an accident and interrupt trans-
portation, which will directly benefit the
enemy with whom we are at war.

It is our duty to transport the essentials
of war so that our combat forces will be
adequately supplied to wage war and to
win.

Anything which interrupts or delays
transpertation gives aid and comfort to
our enemies; it is therefore essential that
every employe obey the transportation
rules, so that no interruption to transporta-
tion shall ocecur from that cause.















