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- % Laborious research into the records of the Shops, Division
Superintendents’ offices. and the general offices, by Walt
Mittelberg, Chairman of the War Bond Committee, has un-
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covered a total of 219 Western Pacific men not previously

7 reported in our Honor Roll of Employees in the armed ser-

———————————————— vices, Mr, Miitelberg’s investigation also revealed that a

goodly number have returned from the services to our ranks.
The new total of 790 includes only those siill in the armed forces. Lack of space prevents
us from listing all of the new names in this issue.
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APRIL TRAFFIC

+ Although the rock slide at McLain
blocked traffic in the Feather River Can-
yon for nearly 10 days and caused di-
version of large amounis of traffic, both
freight and passenger.by detouring over
other routes, a new record was again
reached for the month. Total operating
revenues amounted to $3,666,868, or an
increase of 28 per cent over April, 1942,

It required $2,765,323 to mainiain and
operate the railroad and pay taxes of
5632,330 and various rents, hut thou-
sands of tons of war materials were
sent on the way to axe the Axis and

nip the Nips!

SYSTEM TOPS SECOND WAR LOAN DRIVE

% With the second war loan drive now history, Western Pacific System employees over-
subscribed their $115,000 quota by about 35 per cent, according to Chairman Walter C.
Mittelberg of the railroad’s general war bond commiitee.

A one-day drive for the purchase of exira war bonds on Hitler's birthday resuited in
bond sales exceeding $10.000, more than double the average monthly cash purchases by
emgloyes.

LET ALL AMER!CANE'; PAY TRIBUTE TO
OUR RAILROAD MEN

% GENERAL CABLE SALUTES THE RAILROAD INDUSTRY—Cur cover for this issue with
its striking slogan—Another “Army’" the Axis Forgot—was featured in a nation-wide series
of advertisemenis by General Cable Corperation. The copy itself after first telling of the
actual transportation of men and materials reads:

"It has been a magnificent job of management, and a job, too, that bears wilness to
the loyalty and determination of the railway workers . . . a job that deserves the warm-
est praise.

"In importance to the war effort it is second to none! Not even the man actually build-
ing ships or making shells renders o mere effactive service.

“Let all Americans pay tribute to our railroad men. The uniform they wear is the
uniform of their jobs. Their service emblem is the badge of each man's particular branch
of the great railroad industry. They wear both with more than justifiable pride.
© "Ne wonder all America acclaims the achievements of this great army, the railroad
men, another ‘army’ the Axis forgot to toke into account.”
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HOW THE WESTERN PACIFIC HANDLES
EVER-INCREASING WARTIME TRAFFIC

% In 1938, the Western Pacific handled an average of
399,000,000 gross ton-miles of freight monthly. In 1942,
this average mounted to 813,000,000, an increase of
more than 100 per cent. In 1938, the peak month of
October produced 610,000,000 gross ton-miles, whereas
the same month in 1942 produced 1,041,000,000 gross
ton-miles. The trends of this rapidly increasing tratftic
are presented in graphic form in Fig. 1. Meanwhile,
passenger traffic has been increasing by fantastic
percentages. Passenger revenues were 610 per cent
greater in 1942 than in 1938; they were 195 per cent
greater than in 1941.

The problems of handling such unprecedented traf-
fic on what is essentially o single-track railway have
been many and difficult, particularly with' shortages in
materials and manpower. As on all of the railways
serving the Pacific Coast, there have been delays and
interruptions to commercial traffic, but the military traf-
fic has gone through and, with few exceptions, the
W. P. has been able to handle all other traffic offered.
The principal reason for this performance is that, dur-
ing the past decade, despite the depression and the
fact that the road was in trusteeship, an extracrdinary
amount of work was done on roadbed, track, shops,
terminal facilities and rolling stock—which increased
its capacity and operating efficiency. The Western
Pacific plans still more improvements for 1943, if the
materials can be secured.

The Western Pacific operates 1,195 miles of line be-
tween Oakland, Calif., and Salt Lake City, with a con-
nection also with the Great Northern in California
which gives it an outlet to the Pacific Northwest. Com-
pleted in 1931, this line handled 13,759 cars in 1932,
and only 47,742 cars were handled as late as 1940.
This increased to 68,120 cars in 1941, cnd more than
100,000 cars were handled last year.

Features of W. P. Operations

For operating purpeses, the W. P. is divided into two
divisions. The Western division extends from QOakland,
Calif., to Portola, and includes the Northern California
extension as well as several branch lines. The Eastern
division extends from Portola to Salt Lake City and,
except for the 33-mile branch to Reno, includes only a
tew short branches. Both divisions are single-track—
although a “paired-track” agreement with the South-
ern Pacific is in effect for 177.7 miles between Weso,
Nev., and Alazon. Under this arrangement, the W. P.
track is used for all eastbound trains of both railways,
and the S.P. track is used similarly in the opposite
direction.

The movement of such an extraordinary increase in
traffic has required numerous additions to the operat-
ing department supervisory forces. Two new positions
—assistant superintendent of transportation, and super-
intendent of car service—have been created and sev-

eral additional transportation inspectors have been ap-

pointed. Additional sets of train dispatchers have been
put on at Sacramento, Calif.,, and Elko, Nev., while a
completely new set has been installed at Keddie, Calif.,
primarily to assist in handling the largely increased
business on the Northern California extension. A new
assistant superintendent, four new trainmasters and
four assistant trainmasters have also been appointed.
The number of road foremen of engines has been
doubled to assist in obtaining greater locomotive utili-
zation.

One of the limiting factors inherent in mountain
operations, even where the maximum grade is only 1
per cent, is the necessity for helper service. The two
principal helper districts were in the 116-mile Feather
River canyon and on the 60-mile Wendover hill. Sub-
sequently, the canyon district was provided with 10
large 2-8-8-2 simple Mallets having a tractive force,
with beosters, of 150,000 lb. Wendover hill was pro-
vided with seven 4-6-6-4 simple Mallets having a trac-
tive force, without booster, of 99,600 lb. Under normal
conditions, these locomotives handled the principal
trains without helpers, but, under present traffic loads,
much helper service is required. During 1942, nearly
17 per cent of the road’s total locomotive-miles repre-
sented helper-miles. The W.P. also operates three
5,400 hp. Diesel-electric freight locomotives as a "fly-
ing squadron,” which can be used anywhere on the
line as conditions require. The W.P. owns 150 road
locomotives which, with 10 locomotives leased from
other roads, are constantly in use except when repairs
are necessary. Under such conditions, the utmost utili-
zation of all locomotives is essential. That the W. P.
is achieving this is indicated by the statistics. The fol-
lowing statement shows the steadily increasing gross
ton-miles produced by locomotives in relation to the
aggregate tractive power of road locomotives owned:

Ne. of Aggregate Total Gross

Road Locos.  Tractive Power-Lb. Ton-Miles
8. . . 140 7,378,200 4,787,000,000
8938 . .. 151 8,623,400 5,252,000,000
1940 . . . 147 8,447,400 5,879,000,000
I98L - w 147 8,447,400 7,632,000,000
1942 . . . 150 9,122,400 2,758,000,000

The government has advised the W.P. to prepare
for materially increased traffic in 1943, and, in antici-
pation, the aggregate tractive power will be increased
to 10,182,600 1b., when three additional Diesel-electric
road freight locomotives and six new 4-8-4 steam loco-
motives now on order are delivered.

A steady increase has been shown in locomotive-
miles per active locomotive day. Passenger locomo-
tives were averaging less than 150 miles in 1939,
whereas, in 1942, they averaged 254 miles per day, an
increase of 66 per cent in effective utilization. Mean-
while, the miles per day of freight locomotives in-
creased as follows: 1939, 101.4; 1940, 112.2; 1941, 128.2;
1942, 130.9. {Continued on page 6)
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Y Wives of naval men stationed in the Bay Area,
Mothers of convalescents at Mare Island or Oak Knoll
hospitals, and fiancees of Sailors, Marines or Coast-
Guardsmen now have a temporary home located on
Telegraph Ave. at Twenty-ifth St.. Oakland, Califor-
nia. Dedication ceremonies for the Oakland Navy
Mothers’ Clubhouse “Blue Jackets’ Haven” held on May 9th officially opened the project
that affords housing and recreational facilities for relatives who are visiting navy service
men. Mrs. Melba Barbeau is “House Mother” and the Western Pacific is doubly proud,
because her son, Coast Guardsman Jay Barbeau. was employed in our Traffic Department
up to the time of his enlisiment.

Hy-Lites

By JACK HYLAND

Added help for Passenger Dept.: Margaret Egli, age 18 vears and single . . . bul, she

already has a boy [riend, an Army Air Corps Cadet, stationed in Tennessee.

Making ancther visit to the Blood Bank last month Traffic Depts—Roy Campbell, Clif-
ford Worth aond myself are now proudly wearing silver pins. Maybe this will remind
others who have been planning to make another wisit, and whe also would be entitled
to a silver pin. (This doesn't apply to Harry Stark, AFSPA, because he holds the W.P.
record of . . . 6 pint donations.)

Lou. Eichler, who writes a column headed “The Rambler” ior the Marysville Appeal-
Democrat paper, recently wrote about the naming of Elko, Nev., by a builder of the Central
Pacific, and not to show railroad fovoritism asked his readers to accept Tom Brown's
meore hequtiful “What's in a Name” explanation. Better watch out, Tom, many other West.
Pac. stations are also served by the Sou. Pac. and Lou. may reverse the decision.

To many of us, May 29th starled a two-day holiday and thus was an important date,
but to Mr., and Mrs, Harold Heagney (AF&FPA) it was doubly important . . . it marked their
10th year of maritlal life. Exiend our heartiest congratulotions, and as “Tin" is the recog-
nized 10th year anniversary gift, they possibly felt the tin shortage.

Flashes from Sacramento, with appreciation to Sam Cooper: . J. McNally replaced Capt.
Henry Stapp (formerly Trainmasier Keddie); T. D, Hunter has been appeinted Road Fore-
man of Engines—headquariers Croville; Hal. Jensen is now stationed at Fort Douglas and
his sunny smile is greatly missed; W. H. (Bill) Banyard replaced Hal. and is now Sect. to
Supt. Curlis; Margaret Smith left the W.P. services to become a “Mrs.”” on May 16th and
while "his" gain is "our” loss, we haven't determined who "HE” is yet; Harry Hansen is
"War Bond” clerk; Al Ewvans, formerly trainmaster Keddie, now in timekeeping burequ at
Sacramento.

All friends of Jim Lynch (Trainmaster—Elko} will be happy to know he decisively won
his bout with Rocky Mouniain fever, spoited or tick fever (whichever you prefer, if you
like that sort of thing.) This particular sheep tick carried a vicious infection and Jim had to
engage in probably the toughest fight of his life before winning out over the grim reaper.
Minus some 40 pounds, he is back on his feet and almost ready again to tengle with
roufine problems.

More Elkoc nsws: Peggy Phillips is new secretary to Suplt Duggan. succeeding Keith
Smith, now Asst. Dispaicher. (Mrs.) Ona Jennings is the new War Bond clerk.

Charles (Chuck) Faye tock a slight bealing at dominces en route to Salt Lake City with
Walter Mittelberg on May 10ih. No doubt he will appreciate mention of this, and the
latter’s se-an-so luck. . . .

Engineer V. A. Dycus on Engine No. 258, participated in a slide near David, Cal., last
April, and Val. not only escaped with his neck intact, but has some remarkably fine pic-
tures of the setup, when everything finally stopped moving.

Marshall Boyd (AFTM) is at home recuperaiing from « recent major-mincr operation.
Extend best wishes for a speedy recovery, so he can start dictaling to his new secretary
Jeannette Sayles.

George McDearmid (Traffic) received promotion before actually donning Uncle Sam's
clothing, being made “Acting Ceorporal” of the unit, making their initial trip to Monterey.

Anne (not Annie) Crosby, secretary to Walt Mitlelberg, is now “Mrs, Delbert Laudel,”
being married at Carnmel on May 25th.  Extend best wishes to the newlyweds.

Agnes Welch is new secretary to Asst. Supl. McDonald (Sccramento) and understand
she iz alse an expert at removing spots from clothing. Wonder if Agnes could help . . .
when the spots are before one’s eyes.

Preceding the W, P. Club dancing party of Sat., May 15th, a group of friends surprised
Lee Brown (AF&PA) on his (...th) birthday. Mrs. Pearl Brown was equally surprised be-
cause the friends showed up only half-an-hour late.

After the Club dance, nearly all of the last few remaining dancers were laier seen in
"New Joe's” on Broadway, even Parker Swain (Manifest) who had to beg the manags-
ment to let him in. It seems Parker and his group of friends arrived shortly after the
others, but not before “closing hours.”

FLASH; and just in time to make the Headlight June issue: The addition of litile Wil-
liam, tipping the beam at 8 lbs. 14 oz, occurred Sunday, May 23rd, and Mr. and Mrs. Hal
Nordberg (Traific) now find their family trio . . . is o "foursome.”

LIVING UP STAIRS
By O. HOMER BRYAN

Y Women in industry have demonstrated
that they not only can make a splendid
contribution to the war effort, but they also
have proven that within their ranks are
those who can give an interesting and in-
formative account of their accomplishments.
But, haven't they only demonstrated what
we already knew, namely, that except for
the more laberious tasks they can do what
men can do when the training is com-
parable.

I am not so much concerned with wheth-
er or not they will fail in industry, as [ am
as to what extent they will make indusiry
their major sphere of influence. Of course,
our primary job now is to win the war and
to that suprems purpose every other pur-
pose must bow. But, after we have shown
tyranny and oppression that we mean io
live in this world before we die in it, how
are we going to live? If women remain in
industry either through economic necessity
or choice, who should say that they should
not? But let us hope that they will not
desert the realm of the cultural and spirit-
ual things for which they are so well
equipped. 1 do not mean that women
should just stay home o provide without
means ond sew buttons on before they
coms off. It is much deeper than that.

Our economic activities, necessary as
they are for the sustenonce of lile, are
basic—they form the foundation of life. But
upon that foundation should be built a su-
perstructure of a cultural and spiritual life
which Brother Leo has aplly called “living
up slairs.”” It so happens that my wife has
a great appreciation for and considerable
knowledge of art and literature and [ mar-
vel at her enjoyment of artistic things.
Naturally some of this enjoyment is re-
flected to me, and in the field of literature
even more than in that of art, my life has
besn enriched through a woman's influ-
ence. I've learned that Marco Polo, the
Venelian iraveler, wasn't a race horse—
and I've enjoyed learning it. It has been
well said that “whole vibrant and signifi-
cant worlds are lost in the somber mists
of familiarity.” How trus! How often does
the sstting sun for its few fleeting moments
trail its glory out through the Golden Gate
to be lest behind the shade of night with-
out ever being seen? How often do we see
the beauty of o tree that stands silhouetted
against the evening sky? And, how often
are there books in our homes and nearby
libraries within whose poges are veins rich
in the ore of cultural enjoyment that we
haven't even prospected, to say nothing of
having mined? These are a few of the
many things that can be seen and enjoved
from the room “upstairs.”

When the brutality of the Salanic powers
has been crushed and peace again comes
to this strife-torn world, let us hope that
whatever women's industrial activity may
be, that their major influence will be in
the realm of dissipating the "somber mists
of fomiliarity” and sending men's wvision
into a wide horizon of the cultural and
spiritual worlds. Isn't it true that women,
with their finer sensibilities, are peculiarly
equipped for amranging the house "up-
stairs,” amd in the reclm of their highest
and widest usefulness they will find their
foremost well-being and their greatest hap-
piness.















