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The kindness of the Drug, Cos-
metic and Allied Industries War
Bond Committee, New York City,
in permitting us to use the very
striking illustration on our New
Year's cover, is gratefully ack-
nowledged.

PAGiI(

In the temporary absence of

Editor Al Bramy, this issue is

being jointly edited by sev-

eral of his Headlight and
Club associates.

MORE WESTERN PACIFIC MEN JOIN THE COLORS

580

% Fifty-two Western Pacific men have joined the colors since our last
issue. We proudly add their names to our Honor Roll of Western Pacific
men in the services. They now total 580.

Aldana, Juan Curtis, Wayne D.

Anderson, O. J. Crum, Richard H. Merrill, Thomas J. Robinson, Art
Arauja. Anastasio Dirks, Harold Miller, Earl P. Rossi, John
Avery. L. Gregg, Raymond E. Mlaker, John Rowe, F.

Avila, Luis A. Harlan, Robt. W. Murphy, Connie Saulovich, Geo.
Balmer, Earl D. Hein, Charles D. Niebur, W. T. Scott, E. R.
Bedient, Fred Hernandez, Stephen OQutlaw, Burr E. Shaughnessy. L.
Benjamin, Delvin E. Jacka, Norman J. Parks, Tenny S. Teller, Harry

Bertero, Adolph J. Jarvis, Dorothy (Waves) Perez, Pete
Bowers, Geo. Jocye, Martin J. Picchi, Reno
Brown, Norman I. Kelleher, R. E. Pickelsimer, W. T.
Carmichael, Arthur M. Laney, James B. Porter, Lamar

Colvin. Minor Manit, H. D. Powell, Walter

Wakefield, Robert
Wells, Earl D.

Williams, Geo.
Worsencroft, L. J.

BUYING BONDS —RUSSIAN STYLE

* Erskine Caldwell, the novelist, watched the Russian people generate
an all-out defensive against the German Army during the first six
months of the war in the Soviet Union, and after his return to the U.S.
made some remarks pungent enough to bear requoting. “While the
Red Army,” he said, "was meeting the full force of Hitler's military
power at the front, the people of Russia considered themselves equally
responsible for the safety of the homeland. Factory workers ond farm
laborers gave up their eight-hour day and spent ten and twelve hours
at their jobs . . .

"Citizens with such possessions as automobiles, radios, and bicycles
offered them to the Red Army for military use. Those who possessed
precious stones, gold, and silver turned them over to the State as con-
tributions to help meet the cost of the war.

"In addition to all that, the people bought government bonds as
fast as the State printing presses could turn them out. I knew one
Russian, a resident of Moscow, who had a large collection of American
money which he had succeeded in gathering over a long period of
time as a hobby. One of his first acts when war began was to invest
it in Soviet government bonds. . . .

“The Russians believe their government bonds to be the safest
investment on earth, and they do not hesitate to back up'their belief by
buying all they can. Americans feel that our government bonds are
likewise the best investment in the world, but many of us fail to take
advantage of our opportunities merely because we put off doing from
day to day what is not a hardship at all, but a rgre privilege.

.. Americans, like the Russians, are well aware by this time that
the only way to defeat Germany and Japan is to overwhelm them
with planes, tanks, and ships. Buying War Bonds and Stamps will pro-
vide these vital necessities for America's armed forces in the same way
that government bonds provided them for the Soviet Union. Everybody
in the United States has the opportunity of contributing to the defeat
of our enemies in the same conclusive manner in which the people of
Russia rose up and hurled back the German Army at the gates of
Moscow. -

"If the Russians can do these things, Americans can, too.”

With the New Year, let us resolve to take heed to Mr. Caldwell's
words, and increase our buying of war bonds to the maximum of our
income.

Editor.

McNally, Milten L. Regaladoe, Carlos P.

Whiting, William W.
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A SOLUTION FOR TOMORROW’S RAILROAD PROBELEM

By WILLIAM WIKANDER

* Railroads up to the time of national defense and the war,
due to decreased business, were Ilacing outright govern-
mental control or widespread consclidation. The first alter-
native smacks too much of the totalitarian state to be accept-
able here; and once the war is over out-and-out consolidation
would increase the ranks of the unemploved, and, therelore,
is not desirable. But postwar rail officials may consider o
proposal to relieve railroads of the maintenance of roadbeds
as a middle course—the government only slightly involved
and consolidation following later, gradually and with little
or no job elimination. The fact that the government has
stepped into many places where it should not have done
so must not make one hesitate to have its aid where it is
legitimately needed.

That the roadbed should be maintained by another than
the railroad itself is no new idea. When railroads were first
begun, in 1830, some of the rails laid were, for a short time,
open to anyone who could comply with certain restrictions
and had the proper equipment. This arrangement gave
place to the present cne, which in 1939 resulted in rail-
roads spending 27.2 cents of every revenue dollar on
roadbed maintenance, or $1,089,206,854. Elimination of
such an overhead may well be imperative later on, for
important as such money would be representing a saving,
the money would be of even more importance to the rail-
roads invested in new equipment to meet the competition
that after the war will be an even bigger thorn in their side
than ever before. ‘

It is not fair, of course, as has been pointed out time and
time again, that automebiles and buses, competing with rail-
roads, should speed over well-made highways for whose
building and repair they pay a very small percent, while
railroads must maintain their steel roads at their own com-
plete expense. If this cost were footed by the government,
the carriers would emerge from bankruptcy, consclidation
could take place without drastically decreasing manpower,
and reparation would be made to the government by free
transporting of men and equipment during times of war and
national emergencies.

It is important that all forms of transportation should be as
well co-ordinated as possible. In this co-ordination of trans-
portation {acilities, some European countries are superior to
us. For one thing, they recognize the fact that railroads are
the backbone of all transportation. In the freight line, rail-
roads may never be surpassed, and in the transportation of
both passengers and freight they should be given the oppor-
tunity to compete on an equal basis with the automchbile,
bus and airplane. Of special significance at this time is the
fact that only the two democracies, the United States and
England, have privately owned railroads exclusively for gen-
eral commercial use.

The tax for maintaining the roadbed would, in all fairmess,
fall heaviest on those who actually travel or ship by train.
At least two taxes could be levied. First a slight tax would
have to be borne by the general taxpayer, regardless wheth-
er he ships or travels by train. This would not be unfair, as
every man, woman and child has benefited by the advent of
the railroads and by their continued operation. Secondly, a
tax could be included in the purchase price of tickets and
in freight charges. The railroads once relieved of the burden
of the roadbed could reduce charges by o large percent. A
tax superimposed on the reduced tariffs would not increase
transportation costs. Indeed the tax need be so slight that
a saving would be effected for shippers and travelers.

To rid the railroads of maintaining their roodbeds is not
unreasonable. There are after all only twe kinds of passen-
ger travel remaining that the railroads can now render, One
is to the man too poor to have his own transportation, that is,
an automobile, and the other is to the man wealthy enough
to possess an automobile, but who prefers to ride the trains
because of their special advantages. For the first class tick-

ets must be reduced, and eguipment and service must be
improved for the latter. To accomplish these objectives, the
railroads must be freed of the burden of “"paying their own
way'' entirely at their own expense.

Perhaps it will be argued that only the government will
be the sure gainer by the above. Surely this is not so. For
years many railroads have been transporting men for the
government at rates. They may as well go the whole way
{but only during war and national emergencies) and trans-
port those men [ree, receiving a substantial return for their
services in the form of relief from maintaining their expensive
roadbeds,

Or, on the other hand, it may be argued that only the
carriers are the sure gainer, as war or national emergencies
may not occur, or but infrequently, and the government,
therelore, would have litile or no opportunity to make use
of jts right to transport men and equipment without cost. But
this would be analagous to the argument that a man should
not insure himself against injury on the grounds that injury
may never occur, and, consequently, the insurance company
would be the sole beneficiary. Reviewing the history of the
world, and reflecting on conditions as they are today, it is
difficult to believe that the government would be the loser
by this arrangement.

It is firmly believed that the above will be mutually bene-
ficial to both government and the railroads; the latter would
be ireed of the tremendous yearly outlay of money for main-
taining their steel highways, and the country would have
more than ever a railroad system in times of war and peace
second o none. ;

It is true that if the government were to stop subsidizing
other competing forms of transportation there would be no
railroad problem after the war. But is this likely to happen?
For a number of years now there has been strong agitation
by railroads for the government to desist from subsidizing
competitors, but with little result. By all means railroads
should continue to fight unfair subsidization of competitors,
but not to the extent of overlooking other possible answers
to their difficulties. Sometimes it is wiser to accept a lesszer
solution or solutions to a problem when the admittedly su-
perior solution can be had, if at all, ocnly after long years—
and may come, perhaps, too late. This is not a defeatist
attitude, but merely the recognition of facts as they are.

The roilroads from the start have opposed the St. Law-
rence seaway project, but the adminisiration is as deter-
mined as ever to have it started when conditions are normal.
Railroads for vears have cried out against government own-
ership, but recently at Fort Leonard Weod, Missouri, the
government completed for war use a twenty mile railroad.
In addition, there are eleven other railroads cwned by the
government, which are under the jurisdiction of its various
departments, including the War Department and the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

If railroads sincerely believe that legislation directed
against other forms of transportation is the only solution that
will result in bringing about an increase in their business,
then let them legislate against allowing more than one per-
son to drive an automobile on any cne trip. The automobile
is a cheaper mode of transportation than rail for two or mere
people, but it is also more tiring on a long trip unless turns
are taken driving. If railroads could prevent one's wife or
anycne else from driving the automobile on lengthy trips,
such trips would be too exhausting and people would take
the train., Now such a line of thought is absurd, and vet is
it not merely lollowing to the exireme the trend of combat
that railroads have been waging against their competitors?

Railroads should refrain from considering government dis-
continuation of subsidies to its competitors as the only so-
lution to their difficulties, first, because that subsidization may
never be decreased to any large extent, and, secondly, their
motive for insisting on this one way out of their troubles may

(Continued on page 5)
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% In all the history of mankind, we never have been
so in need of an opportunity to start anew . . . as
in this New Year. In a world overflowing with many
opportunities for betterment, we find ourselves sur-
rounded by haireds, with bitterness burning deep
in countless human hearis of the people living in
countries over-run or occupied by the “Axis” clan. To them . .. January is more
than a new month, it is the beginning of a NEW YEAR, a year in which they hope
and pray will liberate them from the bonds of war. Let us join in their prayers
and at the same time resolve to do more than our share to fulfill their hopes during
the year . . . 1943,

L. F. Gartner, Gen. Agt. (Cincinnati) together with Messrs. Heberle and Bunker
are to be congratulated; their office being the first off-line agency to send in full
payment for W.P. Club dues. Monthly expense account may reveal the secret.

" Card from Pvt. L. Shaughnessy (Auditors): "All [ do is eat, sleep and listen to
Louie’s and Non-commissioned Officers talk, talk, talk.” Hope Larry mailed the
card OUTSIDE of Camp area, otherwise he may have io listen to more talk, talk,
talk, because postal cards are not green, but “READ.”

Because Mr Stork was unable to secure reservations account holiday travel,
the “"Tom Roscoe’s” (Traffic) little Christmas present didn't arrive until December
28th but the package when unwrapped disclosed “"Baby Girl.”

Love is a wonderful thing, and expensive too, especially so for Maryanna Rice
(Traffic) who traveled to Chicago last month to visit a certain someone in the
Armed Services. You're a lucky guy. Pete. )

Understand about “75%” flunk their preliminary courses in algebra, physics,
trigonometry and logarithms at Treasure Island Navy School, so Leonard Avery
(Auditors) must be a "25 per center,” as letter to Frank Bridges (Auditors) reveals
he passed and is headed East.

While “Connie” Murphy (Car Record) may be an “A-1" fellow to us, his Draft
Board reversed it, saying he's “1-A.” Slight difference numerically, but technically
—=till the right kind. Induction notice also has been received by Joe Corven
(Auditors), and Richard Fox ({Auditors) has letter from Draft Board.

More W.P. losses to Uncle Sam: Frank Zitzelberger (AF&PA), Fred Bedient
(TF&PA-Reno) and Arthur Robinson (Gen'l Mgrs) to the Army. Bob Harlan (Traffic)
received wire orders- "Report to Fort Mason, Dec. 17th.”

Marriages (plural): Ruby Hallinan (Tax Commissioners Office) is now Mrs. Glen
Perry; and Betty Parrish (Traffic) is now Mrs. Robert McCord, . . . both repeating
their vows in Reno, Nev., and both weddings taking place during December. We
wish BOTH couples continued happiness.

Lt. J. Pershing Skinner (Traffic) writes he would give his right arm for one of
Ralph Allen’s (Auditors) grand Italian dishes. He may not have to wait long,
because we have some American’s in Africa now, but don’t know what kind of
an Italian dish they're cooking up.

Overlooked it last month . . . My apologies to “8th and Brannan” boys, and fo
Mrs. Borgfeldt, Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Hatfield, who also come out to Downtown
Bowl to watch hubbies: Herb, Fred and Bill (bowl?).

Hy -Lites

By JACK HYLAND

Traffic Department donates blood: Roy Campbell. T. P. Wadsworth, Tom Roscoe,

Byron Larson, Cliiord Warth and “your columnist” all made trip to Chestnut and
Jones Sts. (Blood Procurement Center) during December. Paul Meyer also made
trip . . . but now he's worried about "low blood count.”

Leo Gosney (Auditors) has been trying hard to secure more scrap metal by
having automobile accident recently. Thought we were supposed to salvage scrap
metal—not produce it. However, Mrs, Gosney was with Leo at the time, and we
are glad the accident wasn't serious.

D. C. McCready (New York) seems to be winning fight with sciatica ailment

which bothered him for many months. (P.S. - Had quite a battle with it myself,
I mean in spelling it.)
" Thanks to Charlotte Williams (Car Record), have finally located 1st Lt. George
Terhorst (Auditors), who is flving bombers in Africa. Maybe George has met
Dick Gollan (Traffic) likewise in Africa, and if he did, the conversation undoubtedly
included the “Western Pacific RR.”

Miss Ruth Law (Traffic) had an appendectomy last month and is home conva-
lescing. Wish to express our hope for an early recovery. During her absence,
Grace Heaney is keeping work up to date, and incidentally the wedding ring she
wears does not mean she is, or was married . . . it belongs to her Mother. (This
fact personally confirmed).

Do we get around: Francis (Irish) O'Brien, who worked for the Car Record a few
years ago, writes Jim Drury (Car Record) of his escapades in Guadaleanal. Solo-
mon Islands. The bright red and pure white parrots together with the blue Pacific
-—give us our colors,

George Williams (Auditors) has already been under "fire'’'—having survived
STOVE explosion recently at Camp Bradford, Norfolk.

Word has it that Lt. Frank Rowe (AF&PA) is being reconditioned at Pittsburg's
Comp Stoneman; alse Lt. Everett Lamphere (Traffic) may alsc be making trip to
same place for same purpose.

The W.A.A.C. wardrobe appears to include all the essentials, except something
in the nature of a reveille negligee for the late sleeper trying to make a morning
“Roll Call.”

SPORTS REVIEW

By Jack Hyland

% The "First-hallf” bowling schedule has
been completed, with the “Disburse-
ments' team winning first place the
last night, ending with 30 wins against
18 losses, one game ahead of the "Traf-
fickers.” Capt. Bill Stout, with team
players Lee Brown, Howard Sevey, Ted
West and Earl McKellips, will now play
the Second-half winners for the 1942-
43 W.P. Bowling Championship Trophy.

We did it before, and we “dood it”
again . . . our "Ten Team" unit was
reduced to "Eight Teams" on Qctober
22nd, and because of the changes in
working hours and Uncle Sam's never
ending needs, our League was again
reduced to “Seven Teams"” effective
December 17th.

The new team line-up after the first
night's bowling game of December 17th
15!

Won Laost Aver
Expartets L. 3 0 658
Traffickers o oo % 1 791
Freight Accts. . .. 2 1 760
Car Record ___. Tl 2 1 728
Anditares fos o o] 2 798
Disbursements ... 1 2 726
Freight Agents ... 1 2 710

*Includes "Bye" games.

The change to "7 teams must have
agreed with the boys, for on opening
night . . . TEN players bowled series of
500 or over, the highest being: Jack
Hyland 574); Connie Murphy (531) and
H. Heagney (520). The “"Big Ten" con-
tinues to remain nearly constant:

Aver. Hi Game Hi Series

Corven . 170 235 565
Gentry _ 165 211 578
Brown .. .1 6% 224 591
Hyland . .. 164 205 574
C. Murphy ... 162 225 531
=k 161 267 627
Heagney ... 160 218 561
Borgfeldt . . 160 204 59]
Craig . 5.0 158 224 558
LT et o 152 200 516

FOOTBALL .

The Traffic Department had its chal-
lenge accepted and proving they had
what it takes, proceeded to "pour it on”
beating the "AF&PA" boys by a "42
to 6" score. The game was played
December 12th at Beach Chalet field,
which is about one-half mile closer to
town than the Farallone Islands.

Features of the game: blocking by
Capts. "Bye" Larson (Traffic) and Den
Cathcart (AF&PA), and ]. O'Connell
RUNNING. Added weight to victors line
was supplied by Donald Larson (9 year
old, 80 pound son of Byron).

TENNIS

A very beautiful tennis trophy—the
“Arthur Curtiss James"” award, patient-
ly awaits the 1943 "Tennis” season for
its official unveiling. Its debut was
scheduled for last year, but its parent
and doncr, Walter Mittelberg, believed
a greater turn-out was warranted. Teo
prevent a scarcity of participants this
season, interested players should con-
sult Vernon Geddes (AF&PA), Chairman
Tennis Committee.



























