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EDITORIAL

* Tremendous production plus efficient transportation equals military
might. Any one weak unit in the combination quickly destroys the force
of the others. Efficient transportation has been taken for granted, and
while huge subsidies have helped put most of the necessary war in-
dustries on an all out war basis—the railroads were left to their own re-.
sources. Railroads, nevertheless, have performed nobly. Senator Reed
in his speech before the Senate, May 11th, said, "The railroads of the
United States are today doing the most phenomenal job in their history
. . . "Outside the production of essentials, no factor in our economic
structure is so important as transportation. The railroads of the country
have an ample supply of ability in their executives, and of efficient and
loyal service from the million men who operate the trains and man the
offices and yards. To all of those men who have contributed to this
almost miraculous result, I pay my tribute . . .”

KEEP 'EM ROLLING! — from coast to coast — and when Victory is
won, the American Railroads will be among the heroes decorated for.

distinguished service to the nation.
THE EDITOR.

*

WISDOM, INC.
WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ABOUT RAILROADS

% “The nation’s railroads, and the men who operate them, are one of the most
effective fighting forces on the home front. When victory is won and the story of
how it was done is written, the wartime record of the railroads will be a bright and
shining monument to the memory of an army of home front soldiers who assumed the
biggest transportation job in the history of mankind and who did that job efficiently
without fanfare or hitch.”

From the Huntington, W. Va., Herald Dispatch, April 27, 1942

"“The railroads have handled their part of the country’'s war effort magnificently.
Men, machines and materials have been moved wherever they were needed without
delay. Almost alone among the nation’s industrialists and government agencies, rail-
road managers remembered and applied the lessons of the last war to this one.”

From the Council Bluffs, lowa, Nonpareil, April 20, 1942

"The railroads of America are literally performing wonders in the transportation
service they are rendering in this exceedingly critical period. But they are doing
it so efficiently and magnificently that in large degree it is being overlooked or
taken for granted. . . . The railroads of America deserve the thanks and appreciation
of the American people for the fine manner in which they are discharging their
grave responsibility to the Nation in this critical time in its history.”

From the Roancke, Va., Times, April 27, 1942

. .. Also, careful staff planning and the efficient cooperation of the entire Ameri-
can railroad system permitted rapid movement within the United States of thousands
of troops by rail from training areas in the central part to strategic points on both
coasts.”

From the joint Army-Navy Review of the First Five Months of War, issued May 16, 1942
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HELP KEEP IT SECRET!!

* What is a military secret?

Broadly, a military secret is any bit of
information which even remotely con-
cerns the War Department, is of little
value to the average, loyal American
citizen, and may possibly aid the
enemy. Because such information is
usually of so little value to the civilian
in his ordinary every-day life, he often
finds it difficult to realize how such in-
formation could be valuable to an
enemy.

It is surprising how little you have to
do to help an Axis agent. You don't
have to furnish him with a complete
plan, showing war industries, contem-
piated troop movements, miltary estab-
lishments, a timetable and a general
arder. The secret operator may be one
of a score or more who circulate through
a large areq, noting a name here and
a phrase there, overhearing a word ar
two at a time and at the end of the day
compiling all the available words, sen-
tences, names and phrases to make a
clear picture.

It.isn't enough to think before you
speak. The average citizen has no
means by which to judge the value of
the things he says to the enemy. The
solution, then, is to discuss nothing that
iz even remotely concerned with factual
information of the strength of our troops,
armament, equipment, morale, state of
training or tactical doctrines of our
armed forces; information which may
affect the morale of our own people or
that of allied, neutral or enemy peoples
and which may be used by the enemy
for propaganda; strategic inlormation
which would lead the enemy to an in-
terpretation of our war plans or intelli-
gence.

Railroaders hold a special interest for
Axiz agents. In the course of a normal
day’'s work, the average railroadman
has access to more information sources
than the agent usually finds available.
1t is only logical, then, that the railroads
would be covered thoroughly by the
enemy - interested operators. Federal
Bureau of Investigation agents, Military
Intelligence officers and the local po-
lice have found these human listening
posts in cafes and coffee shops frequent-
ed by railroad men, sometimes working
behind the counters, sometimes “just
hanging around.” They might rent a
hkouse in a neighborhood containing rail-
road families, secure a room in a popu-

lar railroad hotel or just visit the thea-
ters and recreation areas patronized by
railroaders.

What are some of the things he listens
for, this enemy agent? Does he think
a thoughtless brakeman will let fall a
word about a shipment of trucks that
came out of Blank Motors vard this
morning? No, the chances are that if
such a statement were overheard by the
agent he would be suspicious of a trick
because railroad men are too closely
guarding all information about ship-

WARNING!

TO WESTERN PACIFIC EMPLOYEES:

Along with men in uniform, every
railroad employee is actively in this
war. The men in uniform are trained
to serve in silence. It is equally im-
portant for railroad employees to do
likewise. In the performance of their
duties railroad employees come into
possession of. and are ENTRUSTED
with confidential information of value
to the enemy. It is their sacred duty.
as loyal American citizens to guard
that information. Do not discuss it
with ANYONE ... not even members
of your family.

Be on your guard constantly. Work
carefully and Serve in Silence.

E. W. MASON
Vice-Pres. & Gen. Mar.

ments, equipment and armament, troop
movements. But he does hope that Con-
ductor Jim Jenkins will tell Mrs. Jenkins
of the 500 cases of measles they told him
aboutatCamp ... But why? How
can that be a military secret? Epidemics
of measles break out all the time. And
that's just why this is valuable informa-
tion to the enemy. Knowing how often
epidemics ogcur, insurance companies
have made actuarial tables and the en-
emy agent, knowing the number of
measles cases, can easily compute the
population of Camp .________ by apply-
ing the same percentage figures. And
he has gained another military secret.

What's wrong with showing the boys
how you saw that squad of men at
Camp ... learning how to handle
an unexploded enemy bomb? Everyone
knows there are soldiers at that camp
and the enemy certainly knows what
his own bombs look like. But the
chances are that when you demonstrate

what you saw these soldiers do, you
would use the same hand motions.
That's all he needs; future bombs will
be so made that when the soldiers han-
dle them in the manner in which they
have been trained, the bombs would
explode in the handling!

Trains pulling in or out of industrial
areas, military establishments and fac-
tories are run by men who are in the
combat zone of our second front. They
are comparable to the Army's liaison
officers and scouts with one exception:
whenever they divulge information, they
jeopardize the Army's interests rather
than further them.

There is another reason why enemy
agents are interested in accomplishing
their work through the facilities offered
by the railroader who is not on his
guard. Apparently innocent, difficult to
detect, this second program carried on
in this country is just as dangercus as
any other form of sabotage; it is the
spreading of rumors. We must be just
as careful today not to spread lies about
cur country as we are to keep secret
the factual information we have. Hitler
himself laid down the principle: “'to aim
at convincing the masses by a long
termm campaign of lies and exaggerated
and misleading facts.”

One careless railroader, eager to tell
his friends aleng the line “the story [
heard back East” may accomplish more’
on one trip than the Japanese or Ger-
man radio propagandists can in a
month. Government officials who ana-
lyze German radio broadcasts have
{ound that there never has been a single
popular doubt or fear in the minds of
Americans at war that wasn't instigated
by German propaganda.

A good example of how a false rumor
can be spread and the damage it can
do was illustrated in New York recent-
ly. Someone, a person careful to keep
his identity unknown, let it be known
he was going to get a job putting some
of the 1,500 bodies in coffins when they
came in from Hawaii. It didn't take long
for a story like that to circulate. Al-
though it was an absclute falsehood, the
rumor took on authenticity with the tell-
ing. Pretty soon it was coming from "re-
liable sources.” Imagine the feelings of
families with sons at Pearl Harbor when
they hear something like that! Imagine
the joyiul reception of such stories when

(Centinued on Page 6)


















