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EDITORIAL

* "GIVE US PLANES!” .. our cover . . is NOT a pretty picturel Neither
is WAR a pretty picture. The vital message this picture drives home so
effectively cannot be adequately put down with printed words.

"GIVE US PLANES! means just that. Gone are the days when wars
can be won with men alone. This is a war of equipment, and plones—
bombers—fighters—pursuits—and all the other varied and essential
types, are the difference between success or failure.

To preserve our very existence we have been compelled to wage war
upon far-flung battle lines. To maintain these lines, the President has
said THAT DURING 1942 WE MUST PRODUCE OVER 60,000 PLANES!
—45,000 tanks—?20,000 anti-aircraft guns—8,000,000 tons of shipping—in
addition to mobilizing, training and equipping millions of fighting men. .

MODERN WAR COSTS BILLIONS! To realize the magnitude of the
financial problem facing us we learn that reliable estimates indicate
that our government will spend 60 BILLION DOLLARS—or more—during
the next fiscal year. The Revenue Act as it comes from Congress will
determine how much of the money is to be raised by taxation—the
balance must be borrowed by the Treasury. It is estimated we shall
have to borrow upwards of 35 BILLION DOLLARS between now and
this time next year.

WAR BONDS ARE THE ANSWERI

The more WAR BONDS the pecple buy—the less money the Govern-
ment will have to borrow from commercial banks, the less serious in-
flation will be. TIME IS SHORT! The ever-increasing demands of our
war machine create an urgency that we cannot escape or evade. Oc-
casional bond purchases will not win the war! Regular deductions
from your paycheck for the duration willl NOW is the time to come to
the aid of our country—with WAR BONDS—to provide stability to our
government and security to ourselves.

Let's provide the billions necessary and send the answer—in VERY

* "GIVE US PLANES!"—our cover, is a
photograph by Valentino Sarra, one of
the nation's foremost photographers. Per-
mission to reproduce it in THE HEAD-
LIGHT was secured from the U. 5. Cam-
era Publishing Corp., who publish one
of the finest photographic magazines in
the nation.

LARGE quantities—to our fighting men whose plea is.

PLANES!"”

.. "GIVE US
THE EDITOR.

WISDOM, INC.

THAT A PEOPLE SHOULD UNDERSTAND ...
PROCLAIM “"AMERICAN DAY"”

* WASHINGTON, April 8, 1942. The
text of President Roosevelt's proclama-
tion making May 17 "I Am an American
Day" lollows:

Whereas public resolution No. 67. ap-
proved May 3. 1940 (54 Stat. 178). pro-
vides in part:

“That the third Sunday in May each
vear be, and thereby is set aside as
Citizenship Day and that the President
of the United States is hereby authorized
and requested to issue annually a proc-
lamation setting aside that day as a
public occasion for the recognition of all
who. by coming of age or naturalization.
have attained the status of citizenship.
and the day shall be designated as 'T
Am an American Day.’

“That the civil and education author-
ilies of states, counties, cities and towns
be, and they are hereby, urged to make
plans for the proper observance of this
day and for the full instruction of future
citizens in their responsibilities and op-
portunities as citizens of the states and
localities in which they reside”: and

Whereas it is even more essential in
time of war than in time of peace that
a people should fully understand the
form and genius of their government and
the responsibilities of citizenship:

“Now, therefore, I, Franklin D. Roose-
velt, President of the United States of
America, do hereby designate Sunday.
May 17, 1942, as I Am an American’
Day: I urge that the day be set aside for
the recognition of all our citizens who
have attained their majority or who have
been naturalized during the past year:
and I call upon federal, state and local
officials and patriotic, civic and educa-
tional organizations to take part on that
day in exercises designed to impress
upon all our citizens, both native born
and naturalized, the duties and oppor-
tunities of citizenship and its special re-
sponsibilities in a nation at war.

“In witness thereof, | have hereunto
set may hand and caused the seal of
the United States of America to be af-
fixed.

“Done at the city of Washington this
seventh day of April, in the year of Qur
Lord Nineteen Hundred and Forty-two,
and of the independence of the United
States of America the one hundred and
sixty-sixth.

FRANKLIN .D. ROOSEVELT
By the President:
Sumner Welles,
Acting Secretary of State.
(Seal)
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RAILROADMEN'S PART IN
THE NATION'S DEFENSE

By O. HOMER BRYAN, Western Pacific R. R. Co.

% Ordinarily we discuss railroad problems as related to in-
dividual, industrial, and national well-being. Today these
proklems are more grim. We must raise our sights for rail-
road work now must concern itsell with something greater
than well-being; it must be a part of an arduous struggle
for national survival.

We are in an era of great national peril. We are in an hour
when the military success of autheoritarian governments is so
astounding as to bring up the question of whether democracy
and our way of life can survive. We know that totalitarian
government controlling the bodies and souls of men, with
its ever increasing use of force and viclence can have dis-
cipline but never dynamic life. But can societies of free
men have that measure of discipline necessary to direct their
energies into mighty currents that will stop and cenquer the
power of tyranny and despotism that has swept across the
surface of the earth crushing the ideals and security of man?
That question, is unfortunately, as yet not answered.

We, as railroadmen, can do much to add to the force
necessary to crush international banditry. But to do so our
resources, both in man-power and materials, must be tully
employed and their direction must be both judicious and vig-
orous. The effectiveness of our military operations depends
upon the intelligence and vigor with which we develop and
use our plant, equipment and civilian man-power. We are
clamering for offensive action. That is right. But let us re-
member that in mechanized warfare offense must begin at
home. No matter what the valor and skill of our military
men may be they are all dependent upon our production
and lines of supply.

Cur railroads are the vital arteries leading from the sources
of production to the seaboard. There are no other arteries to
substitute for them. Will supplies feed through them in feeble
currents or will they go surging through driven by the power-
ful patriotic heartbeat of railroadmen? Small volume of pro-
duction and feeble currents of supply can never protect us
from the Hell-concieved vortex of tryanny that we see upon
the horizon.

Realism is the foundation rock of successful effert. What
is the realism of our present circumstances? The problems
associated with railroad operation are now more difficult than
is ordinarily the case. And the consequences of failure are
so much more serious as to require that they be approached
with not only intelligence and diligence but also with patri-
otic devotion of the highest order.

Employees and officers must, first and foremost, be citizens
of this great Republic. This allegiance must transcend every
other consideration. Their trust must be carried with scrupu-
lous fidelity, and with ever deepening thought as to how ocur
responsibility can be faithfully discharged. If we, and the
American people in general, are now much concerned about
whether your philosophy or mine shall govern, whether your
interest or mine shall prevail, wé will forfeit the right to have
either philosophy or interest. For there is at stake in this war
everything that was handed to us from Valley Forge.

Men respond best when their full powers are challenged.

Let it be known that our full powers are challenged here
and now and that our every act must be in harmony with
what we profess to believe.

We are now confronted with several factors not ordinarily
as difficult to deal with as they will be during the present
conflict. First we have the influx of many new men in the
service. With them educational work must be more constant
and intense than ever before, and there rests upon experi-
enced men in the ranks a greater responsibility to participate
in this educational work as it reflects on both safety and
efficiency in railroad operation. Secondly the necessity of
convoying means rushing war materials to the coast when
ships are ready. The resultant movement of our volume in
waves will cause troublesome peaks in employment, problems
of car supply and other difficulties associated ‘with such con-
ditions. When these peaks come all of us must expect long
hours of work, difficulties of train movement and sub-normal

(Continued on Page 6)

SO THAT WE MAY BICKER
AND ARGUE AND MUTTER
By AL BRAMY, Associate Editor

* Located in the Western Hemisphere, washed by the waters
of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, lies that fabulous land
known as the United States; the richest, most powerful and
most advanced of all countries.

The United States is divided into 48 sections known as
States. The people who live within the borders of these
states call themselves Americans, although they have no more
right to the name than the people of Mexico, or Chile, or any
of the republics of the Americas.

Perhaps it is in recognition of those hardy pioneers who
called themselves Americans on that July 4th day of 1775,
who proclaimed that come what may, they were going to live
their lives their way, that the world associates the United
States as the home of the Americans.

For the United States which cannot boast of pure stock or
ageless culture, can say, "We are Americans. We believe in
the right of iree speech, freedom of religion, freedom of the
press. We believe in a Government of the people, by the
people, for the people.”

But as no place is perfect, neither is the United States. As
we lock at it through our gigantic magnifying glass, we see
there is dissension, mutterings, bickerings, and the such,
which only a land of freedom that allows self expresszion and
thought could have; for every man is unto himself a king.

And as we flip the pages back on the history of this present
day Utopia, we find there was always bickering and arguing,
and muttering; yea e'en back to the days of George Wash-
ington and his valiant army in that dreaded winter at Valley
Forge, for verily did even that continental army mutter.

But as we hastily flip the pages we see too a singleness of
purpose, a unity of mind and action—a determination that no
marn, or power, no force shall ever take away from them their
prerogative to bicker and argue and mutter.

And so we see today its manpower mobilized, its resources
commandeered, its huge plants and factories preducing to
capacity. We see assembly lines rolling ouf endless streams
of tanks, guns and trucks, and the countless mobile units of
a fighting army. We see formidable Bombers and swift Pur-
suit planes that darken the sky by their numbers.

We see a mighty two-ocean Navy and a vast Merchant
Marine evolving out of the morass of complacency.

We see the cumbersome mechanism of a great democracy
extricating itself from the imbroglio of politics, thus proving
to the dictators that expediency fosters action—the willing
action of free men, and not the forced action of slave labor.

We see the greatest nation on earth geared to an un-
believable speed—turning out the greatest striking force on
earth because the megolomaniacs inhabiting it are trying to
tell us that we shall not have the right to mutter, argue or
bicker.

And we see the fallacy of the Facist theme that Democra-
cies create weaklings, for we see these Americans on wide
flung fronts in opposition to the forces of ruthlessness and
suppression.

Weaklings? That pitiful small band of Marines on Wake
Island who laughed at impossible odds and shouted, "Send
us more Japs.” They were Americans!

Weaklings? Those heroic men of Bataan who held out day
after day on shert rations, with no aerial protection, subject
to relentless bombings, airplane straffing and mechanized
might. In the face of unsurmountable odds they fought the
greatest delaying action of the war. They taunted when they
could have begged. Thevy were Americans!

We see the fallacy of the “pure Aryan Superman myth" for
who are these Americans but the descendants of Dutch, Ger-
mans, French and English. They came from Ireland, Poland,
Italy, Turkey and Czechoslovakia. They are Russians, Swedes
and Greeks.

They came to the United States as typed individuals, but
imbued with the belief in equality and the democratic way
of living. They were thrown into the huge melting pot, thor-
oughly mixed—and they came out Americans. They took
their places in their communities, established their homes,

{Continued on Page 6)


















