
George Oels 
George passed away December 23rd at his 
home in Portola.  He lived most of his life in 
Plumas County and, after service aboard the USS 
Carter Hall during WWII, returned to his job as a 
railroad engineer with the Western Pacific.  Mr. 
Oels was one of the engineers who gave FRRS 
founder Norman Holmes his orientation trips 
through the Feather River Canyon.  George 
retired in 1987 after 44 years of service. 

George was a volunteer engineer at the 
museum in the mid 1980's and also served as 
our first Road Foreman of Engines at the 

museum, qualifying many of our early 
engineers.

He was a good trainer of young, inexperienced 
brakeman as well.  On one occasion, while 
working with Mr. Oels on the WP 608, a 
volunteer forgot to close the air valve before 
cutting the engine away.  The engine dynamited 
and the volunteer reached in to close the angle 
valve.  Mr. Oels taught that young man a very 
important lesson that day.  "Kid" he said, "we can 
sit here and pump up more air all day.  But I can't 
grow you a new arm if that glad hand flies up 
and catches you in the elbow".

#5 Reno / MK GPs / Sweetwood / Mill Gons - $4.00
#7 EMD FTs - $5.00
#8 Sperry Car / GP35s - $4.00
* 10th Anniversary Motive Power Review - $12.95
#11 P. Josserand / Auto Boxes / Dispatching - $6.00
#12 BN Pool Power / Distpatching the Canyon - $6.00
#13 Oro Dam Railroad / WP SW9s Part 1 - $6.00
#14 Oro Dam Line Relocation / WP SW9s Part 2 - $6.00
#15 The Perlman Era / Freight Traffic Guide - $6.00
#16 First Gen Diesels / Blockade / Rail Grinding - $6.00
#18 50th Anniversary California Zephyr Part 2 - $6.00

#20 GE U23B's / Modeling U23B's Part 2 - $6.00
#21 Construction/Maint. WP's Western Division - $6.00
#23 Coal vs. Oil / Baldwin / MofW Derrick Gon - $6.00
#24 WP SW1500s: History and Modeling - $6.00 
#25 Steam Helper / U23B to Super 7 / Extra 830 - $6.00
#26 Steam Helper Part 2 / US Gypsum RR - $6.00
#27 WP 452 / Steam Helper Pt 3 / Albert Evans / 2005
                                                      Convention - $6.00
#28 Sacramento Northern Part 1 - $6.00
#29 SN Part 2 / SN 1632 / Haggin Derailment - $6.00 
#30 Steam Facilities / Steel Gons / 2006 WPRRHS - $6.00
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WP 165 FUNDRAISER
  
The FRRS is now on its way toward achieving the first stage of restoring 0-6-0 165 to operation.  Donations 
are coming in fast and furious for the remediation and inspection work that is required.  As of December, 
2006, we have received just shy of $7000!  Thank you to everyone who has contributed so far!

BACK ISSUES OF THE HEADLIGHT AVAILABLE

Please add $3.95 for Priority Mail. California residents please add 7.25% sales tax (multiply to total by 0.0725).
Call the Gift Shop today - 530-832-4131.  Or send order to WPRM Gift Shop, P.O. Box 608 Portola, CA. 96122.


