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A Message From the FRRS President

By Rod McClure

By the time you read this, the Holidaze will be over and
hopefully Santa left everyone something other than a lump of coal
in your stockings. Santa left me with the usual pile of bills but at
least I was home with the family instead of out working for Uncle
Pete. As I promised all of you in the last issue, Santa has left the
FRRS a very nice present that we can all enjoy.  I am happy to
announce that the FRRS has traded the UP 737 4-4-0 steam loco-
motive for the Western Pacific 165 0-6-0. We have been working
on this deal for a long time and it has finally come to fruition. To
keep it short, we traded the UP 737 4-4-0 to the Double T
Agriculture Museum near Modesto for the WP 165 currently
stored at Niles Canyon RR. The Double T Ag Museum purchased
the WP 165 from the Niles Canyon / Pacific Locomotive
Association right after they acquired the locomotive from the
Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, CA.  We will store
the WP 165 at the Niles Canyon RR until they get their connec-
tion with the Union Pacific completed and at that point work to
get her loaded on our flat cars for the trip to Portola. We have also
sold the AT&SF caboose 900414 to the Double T Ag Museum for
cash. The details of this agreement will be published elsewhere in
this issue, but I want you all to know that part of the contract with
the Double T Ag Museum stipulates that the locomotive will be
cosmetically restored and displayed in a covered location.  I have
no doubt that the folks at the Double T Ag Museum will take good
care of this locomotive.

We, the Feather River Rail Society now own one of the
5 remaining Western Pacific steam locomotives left in existence.
It is sure great to say that, isn’t it? 

Now, what do we do with her? As many of you know,
the condition of the WP 165 is not the greatest. It has been abused
and ignored for years but that is a familiar statement that has been
said about many pieces of equipment acquired by many organiza-
tions in the past but it has not stopped them. I have no doubt that
we can and will restore the WP 165 to its past glory but it will take
lots of time and lots and lots of money. I would have to say that
we should first deal with any asbestos issues that might remain.
From there, we need to decide if we want to even think about
restoring the locomotive to operation or keeping it as a static dis-
play. We have to get her home to Portola and evaluate her condi-
tion before we go any further with these thoughts. I will keep you
all informed as to the status of the WP 165.

The Santa Trains were very successful and even though
the weather did not cooperate at all we had many smiling faces at
the Museum on both nights. The second Saturday nights train was
the busiest and required the train to operate on a load and go basis
for most of the night.  It was estimated that we had over 400 peo-
ple at the museum enjoying the festivities on that night. Norm and
Steve both stated that this was the biggest crowd we have ever had
at Santa Train. I want to thank all of you who helped decorate,
bake cookies, serve hot cocoa and cider, operate the trains and
keep the lights on. 

As we start the New Year, our finances are in good

- FRRS Membership -

Yearly Dues Single Life Membership Family Life Membership
Associate $20.00 Birth-17 years of age $1200.00 Birth-17 years of age $1800.00
Active $40.00 Age 18-39 $900.00 Age 18-39 $1350.00
Family $60.00 Age 40-61 $600.00 Age 40-61 $900.00
Sustaining $100.00 Age 62 and above $300.00 Age 62 and above $450.00

These are the dues for the duration of one year, with Life and Family Life being a one-time payment. Five year payment plans are
available for life memberships.

Associate memberships do not have a vote, receive The Train Sheet but not the Headlight and are for one person only.
Active memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, have voting rights and are for one person only.
Family memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, have one vote and include all members of ones immediate
family.
Sustaining memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, are for a maximum of two persons with one vote each.
Life memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, have voting rights and are for one person only for life.
Family Life memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, are for a maximum of two people and have two votes
(one  per member) for life.

Send all applications, renewals and address changes to:
Feather River Rail Society

Membership Dept.
P.O. Box 608

Portola, CA 96122-0608

Address changes may also be sent to memberships@wplives.com
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