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A Message From the FRRS President

By Rod McClure

The best place to start this issue is the problems and
solutions for this year’s Elections. As most of you know by now,
most ballots did not get to the members with enough time to
return them by the deadline. On top of this, none of the Family
Life members received the 2 ballots they are entitled to. The
Election Committee, Directors, and myself received correspon-
dence from some of you regarding these problems. Some were
questions on what to do, some were complaints and a few were
downright rude and impolite with unfounded accusations. To each
and every FRRS member I apologize for this. I am the President
and I am responsible for the problems.  Now, what happened is
simple, we got a late start with the process that would not have
been a problem at all until the mailing house sat on the ballots for
3 weeks before they went out causing the mailing to arrive in your
mail boxes just days before or after the due date. (We still
received about 165 ballots back before the membership meeting
in June).

Instead of pointing fingers, we decided to solve the prob-
lem for this election and future ones.  First, the Board decided to
redo the voting part of the election. By the time you read this you
should have already received the second ballot(s) and cast your
vote and returned them. Second, the Board is making changes to
the Policy for our annual elections that will resolve all of the
small things that added up into a big mess for us next year. For
one, all future ballots will be hand stamped and mailed with no
more use of the mailing house. Another is a set in stone timeline.

I do want to express my thanks to Wayne and Lynda Monger for
all the time they spent folding, stuffing, and handling of the mail-
ings. I also want to thank those of you who volunteered 12 plus
hours on June 21st doing it all over again. Those were Wayne
Monger, Eric Stephens, Jay Sarno and his son Ray, (who master-
minded and supervised quite a efficient assembly line for stuffing
the envelopes) Gail McClure, Frank Brehm, and Eugene Vicknair.
Thanks!

Starting July 1st, long time member John S. Walker
accepted full time employment with the FRRS as our new
Museum Manager. For those of you who do not know John, he
brings years of retail experience from the Western Depot in Yuba
City, CA to us along with his intimate knowledge of W.P. history.
He is now responsible for the operation of our Gift Shop and RAL
reservations, along with a long list of other chores that will make
a big difference around the Museum. He will be taking the Gift
Shop to new heights, with new and more items, a mail order cat-
alog and eventually an online store. We will begin to see many
changes around the shop soon so make sure that on your next visit
to the Museum you stop in and say “hi” to John. If you have any
questions or special requests from the Gift Shop, give John a call
at the main Museum number during regular hours.

Recently, the opportunity presented itself for the Society
to obtain another Western Pacific locomotive. GP7 WP705 was
put up for sale along with many other used locomotives by
OmniTrax. Upon further investigation, the locomotive was found
to be in good shape and we began discussion on how we could
afford the $5000 price. A group of FRRS members decided quick-

- FRRS Membership -

Yearly Dues Single Life Membership Family Life Membership
Associate $20.00 Birth-17 years of age $1200.00 Birth-17 years of age $1800.00
Active $40.00 Age 18-39 $900.00 Age 18-39 $1350.00
Family $60.00 Age 40-61 $600.00 Age 40-61 $900.00
Sustaining $100.00 Age 62 and above $300.00 Age 62 and above $450.00

These are the dues for the duration of one year, with Life and Family Life being a one-time payment. Five year payment plans are
available for life memberships.

Associate memberships do not have a vote, receive The Train Sheet but not the Headlight and are for one person only.
Active memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, have voting rights and are for one person only.
Family memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, have one vote and include all members of ones immediate
family.
Sustaining memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, are for a maximum of two persons with one vote each.
Life memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, have voting rights and are for one person only for life.
Family Life memberships receive both The Train Sheet and the Headlight, are for a maximum of two people and have two votes
(one  per member) for life.

Send all applications, renewals and address changes to:
Feather River Rail Society

Membership Dept.
P.O. Box 608

Portola, CA 96122-0608

Address changes may also be sent to memberships@wplives.com
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