
The following have added a nlittle extran along with their 1986 dues. We appreciate your help. 
It takes money to improve and maintain our museum. We are still in need of funding to pay for 
the Santa Fe diner, WP baggage car and the steel REA car. Painting of one of the Alco RS-3' s 
and WP 2001 are planned for this year, at a cost of paint alone of about $500.00 ••••. 
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HELP WANTED ••••••• 

The projects listed need our per­
sonal attention. We need YOU to 
help in any of these areas. It will 
be noted that many are small pro­
jects which can be completed with­
in a few days by one or two people. 

. However, the larger projects will 
require a team effort. Each team 
should be directed by adequate 
supervision to over-see the work on 
that project. Dept Directors will 
will fill that role. 

Our society now numbers more 
than 600 members! While we real-
ize that the majority of the res­
ponsibilities rests with members 
close to Portola. There are many 
of us who must travel long dis­
tances to participate in our functions. 
Since "Many hands make light work" 
it is sincerely hoped that each 
member will participate in this work 
plan in any way that he/she can ... 
Whether it be for one day, week 
end (s) or part of your vacation 
time, at his/her convenience. 

In order that we may plan an 
effective work schedule, please 
complete the appropriate items on 
the enclosed self -addressed card 
and mail it promptly. Jack Palmer 

has consented to coordinate this 
function and will record your choice 
of assignments on your application 
(post card) when received by him. 
Earliest postmark will establish pre­
ference of work assignments. When 
a sufficient number of applications 
are received for anyone project, 
Jack will pr~tly notify those 
applicants accordingly. 

Please bear in mind that what 
we accomplish and enjoy to-day will 
be shared and enjoyed by those who 
will come after us. WP LiVES ..... 

ONE OR TWO PERSONS .... 
Remove parts from 6912 
Clean a paint 0912 
Prepare for painting WP 2001 
WP 1074 KCC 2 a 908 
Complete interior SP 1345 
Sand a paint file cabinets 
Install basin, bowl a shower 
Install drinking fountain 
Build shelves in storage room 
and box cars 
Seal a stain tables 
Repair SN 1632 steps 
Prepare Diner for use 
Install new directional signs 
Help SKI in painting cars 

TWO OR MORE 
Remove engines from 6912 
Unload rail from 6550 
Build rip track connection 
install WP/UP heralds on shop 
Set up tank car for fire service 
Replace tracks under WPMW 0912 
after cleaning 
Pick up new sink and install 
Repair fence around sump 
Tamp and align balloon track 
Change out axle on KCC 908 
and many more ............................. . 
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THE DIESEL INJECTOR 

by Dave McClain 

The weather has really been wild 
up here at good old Portola. The 
snow was falling so hard in Feb., 
that the only real work done was 
to extract my truck and a car out 
of the mud with the help from Jim 
and the Burro. The Society meeting 
was cancelled along with all work. 

March was a different story. 
During the winter water froze in 
a lower water pipe that runs be­
tween the engine and the air com­
pressor on 2001 causing a break. 
With the .help of Doug Jensen we 
removed the fitting for repair. Also 
Doug almost single handedly took 
on the job of. replacing the air 
compressors head gaskets. They both 
leaked badly putting water into the 
air system. 

Now the 2001 is in the engine­
house awaiting a battery charge and 
start-up on the work weekend in 
April. Hopefully during our operations 
in April the 2001 will move. With 
the help of Howard Wise, the master 
electrician from PLA, we hope to 
work on the electrical problem with 
the generator loading. If anyone 
has any ideas please let me know. 

The 608 and the Alco #2 were 
both fueled and readied for operations. 
921 was also started and run for 
awhile, charging the batteries and 
air system which now seems to be 
working. 



· THE TRAIN SHEET 

Almost without fail, we have had 
one person stripping the 6912, with 
the help of Jim with the heavy work. 
Most weekends, and helping in many 
other ways possible has been Matt 
Parker. At times we over look all 
the dirty work and notice only the 
appearance, but someone has been 
doing it. Good Work Matt. 

Hope to see a lot of you during 

ISSUE No. 18 

before, Mr Cowan enjoyed the 
experience and looked into every 
part, asking many questions. #8 
passed the first inspection with a 
good report and the next step will 
be another hydro in the near future. 

On Feb 7th, John Marvin and Jim 
went to Pittsburg where they were 
taken by Kenneth Boynton to the 
US Steel Corp for a meeting with 

SHEET FOUR 

On Feb 28th the Quincy 
Elementary School had a Heritage 
Day with railroads the theme. 

our operations this summer. Remember 
we have plenty to do, so if anyone 
would like to help out please come 

J R Gibson. They returned with an 
805# roll of gleaming new steel for 
#8's boiler facelift. One more step, 
thanks to US Steel in making the 
restoration jeb A -1. Credit goes to 
Mike A ttama and his father Robert, 
Norm Holmes and Jim for laying 

UP, because of problems due to the 
storms, was unable to participate as 
planned. The day long program was 
taken over by JOhn and JIm who 
presented the childern with a much 
enjoyed and appreciated ,look into 
railroads. Jim visited the classroom 
and talked about safety, history, 
signals and showed pictures of every 
phase of railroading. John set up his 
model trains that fascinated the 
classes and the day was topped off 
with slides shown by Jim. Comments 
from the students and teachers were 
that is was the best ever and a day 
to remember. The two directors 
from the FRRS made many friends 
and Jim extended them a special 
invitation to visit the museum and 
see the real thing. 

on up.. With your help we'll have 
the premier Diesel Museum in the 
West ••.•••• 

UPDATE ON ENGINE #8 
by Betty Boynton 

Ma Nature's antics the past weeks 
in Plumas County slowed down work 
days on the restoration of #8. !he 
complete stripping job has proVlded 
everyone with a rare chance to see 
what makes a little steamer "perk". 
New problems continue to arise, but 
members of Project Sequoia meet 
the challenges and the real reward 
will come when the putting back of 
new and restored parts will make 
the # 8 look like an engine again. 

Jim met with Dale Cowan, 
associate safety engineer of the 
State of California on Jan 31st for 
a preliminary inspection of # 8' s . 
boiler. Having never seen an engIne 
in a "plucked chicken" condition 

WESTERN PACIFIC 

Jl!JJ.~p.pSls 
A locomotive and a caboose sep­

arated by a string of cars constitute 
a freight train-and to the average 
person, including a good many rail­
road employees, thel'e is little to dis­
tinguish between the thousands of 
freight trains that carry a ton of 
freight 12 miles a day fOt : every man, 
woman and child in the country, 

Actually, there are many types of 
freight trains (commonly known to 
train crews as "rattlers"), each per­
forming a particular service or 
handling a pai:licular commodity. 
Local freighls may stop at all sta­
tions and sidings between terminals , 
picking up loaded and empty cars, 
placing "empties" where they are 
wanted, switching cars for on-line 
industries and delivering and pick­
ing up less-than-carload (L,C,L ,) 
shipments, Time freights run be­
tween important shipping centers, 
slopping only at the larger cities and 

the ground work for the very gen­
erous donation. A special thanks to 
John who is always willing to make 
the long hauls for # 8. 

Al Thomson, Jim Ley, Jim and 
Mike A ttama have removed the 
turret and main stop valve from 
8' s back boilerhead and Jim Ley 
has delivered same to UP Joe in 
Sacramento for expert repair work. 
The next hydro depends on the com­
pletion of this work. 

On Feb 7a8th, GUNS OF THE 
TIMBERLAND", starring our own 
little "puffer Belly" was shown in 
Quincy. Producer Aaron Spelling 
could have chosen many locations 
that provided both ranch and moun­
tain settings ••• but our area was 
chosen because there was a little 
steam engine here, pretty and 

Mel Moore and John have com­
pleted removal of the jacketing 
still in place in the cab. Dave 
Lubliner has drilled out broken 
cylinder head studs and they will 
be replaced. Ken Shipton has spent 
much time removing layers of old 
paint from the tender with a ro­
tary grinder. 

towns, Dispatch freights, usually 
operated over long distances, in­
cl ude sh ipments of perishables, live­
stock, merchandise, and other car-

, load and less-than-carload freight 
that require regular movements on 
fast schedules , Merchandise freights, 
or package-car trains, handle small 
shipments in less - than - carloads, 
such as goods in boxes, cra te5, and 
packages of all kind, Usually these 
small shipments are consolidated to 
form carloads for various cities, 

In many parts of the country; 
there are freight trains which 
handle one commodity on ly, such as 
coal oil livestock, cotton, potatoes, 
whe~t, ;nd iron ore, There are phos­
phate trains, pulpwood trains, lum­
ber trains and paper trains, There 
are strawberry tra ins, pineapple 
trains, orange trains and banana 
trains, and many others, Schedules 
of many dispatch and merchandise 
freights aloe now comparable with 
the passengel' tl"ain schedules of a 
few years ago, 

perky and ready to go. The 
excitement it caused in the area 
and the economical impact it creat­
ed are still talked about. # 8 can 
do it again when she is back in 
running condition again and will be 
a very important attraction. 

To identify "red ball" or fast 

freiglit trains, operating depart­
ments usually prefer a "symbol," 
and behind each symbol lies the 
story of a freight consist and its 
importance in moving over the line, 
Local freights are often given nick­
names by the crews and dispatchers 
handling them, To WP railroaders 
along the line and in fr eight service 
the following names are very famil­
ial:: but other employees not in di­
rect contact. will probably be inter­
ested 'in our na med and nicknamed 
freight trains, 

"CFS," symbol for Cal.i:fornia 
Freight Specicti, operates westbound 
from Salt Lake City to Oakland, 
often in more than one section, This 
train covers the 928 miles over the 
line in less than 42 hours, and is a 
preferred movement receiving 
special attention, 

"RT," or Rule Ten, also operates 


