PORTOLA. CALIFORNIA

Railroad towns: Tehachapi, Barstow, Dunsmuir, Altoona, PA, Las Vegasbeforeit wasthe
“Entertainment Capital ofthe World”,

1800s Carmen’s Crossing

Between 1906 and 1909 no less than five different nameswere attached to the area
including:

Mormon Junction, Headquarters, and Imola. Reposa was suggested but rejected by postal
officialsforbeing too similar with Repressa, the post office at Folsom Prison.

Legendhasitthatalocal resident, Mr. E.|. Lane, after having hissuggestion of Reposa
rejected, wrote to WP Chief Civil Engineer, Virgil Bogue in San Francisco to solicit
suggestions. Mr. Bogue’s daughter, Virgilia, the reigning Portola Festival Queen in San
Franciscoatthetime, suggested the name Portola, which was accepted bythe postal
service givingthe settlementits first officialnamein 1909. The timeline of this process is
murkythough, with many historicalreference material suggesting this happenedin 1908
and 1909. But officialinternal WP correspondence goingback to 1907 always referred to
the location as Portola. Perhaps the WP acce ptedthe name long before the postal service
made it official.
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Overview of region

Reno Nevada



Portola California

Portolais 50 miles northwest of Reno
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System map showingthe WP route from California, through Nevada, and into Utah.
Main FRR features:

-Beckwourth Pass isthelowest crossing of the Sierra Mountainrangeat5,200 feet
(Donner is atabout 7,000 feet)

-Maximumrulinggradeof 1%
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The original Western Division ranfrom San Francisco to Gerlach, NV
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The original Eastern Divisionranfrom Gerlach, NV to Salt Lake City, UT where the WP
connectedwith the D&RG.
Western Division was divided into four operating districts.
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First District
San Francisco, CA to Stockton, CA

Original First District onthe Western Division, San Francisco to Stockton.
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Original Second District onthe Western Division, Stockton to Oroville.
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Third District
Oroville, CA to Portola, CA

Original Third District on the Western Division, Oroville (beginning of the Feather River

Canyon) to Portola.
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Fourth District
Portola, CA to Gerlach, NV

Original Fourth District on the Western Division, Portola to Gerlach Nevada.

Pertela during the
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1209 « 1933

1910 or 1911 view of Portola roundhouse facility from the north side of the middle fork of
the Feather River. Note the narrow gauge Sierra Valley’s Ry tracks inthe foreground, the
ROW which waseventually developedintowhatis now State Route 70.
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Reliefmap ofthe generalPortolaregionto explain the railroad scene in historical context.
Landmarks are Beckwourth Pass (lowest RR passacross the Sierra range), the Sierra Valley,
headwaters of the Feather River, the narrow gauge Sierra Valleys Ry, B&L, and CVL, which
allprecededthe WP.

RebuildingB&LROW at Rocky Point.



Widening ledge at Rocky Point

More construction at Rocky Point. Sierra Valley's ROW on right across river. Now Rocky
PointRoad.



Looking eastat Rocky Point. Sierra Valleyand town of Beckwourth just beyond.

Westbound passenger train at Rocky Pointin 1915.



Westof Rocky Point as tracks enter the Portola area.

Eventual approximate location of Portola depot. Looking west, Feather River on right with
Portola Heights just beyond.



Furtherwest, about where museumis now. Turnout will go to roundhouse fadility.

Roundhouse construction August 1909



Roundhouse construction August 1909

Roundhouse construction August 1909. Roundhouse had concrete pits with a dirt floor.



North side of roundhouse later during construction. Boiler room and machine s hop
attached to rearof roundhouse.

Original Stores Department building nearingcompletionin October 1909.



Earlyview of turntable, original water tank, fuel-oil tank, oilhouse, and sand bin. WP 124,
formerB&L2-8-00il burner.

From title slide-19100r 1911 view of Portolaroundhouse fadility from the north side of
the middle fork of the Feather River. Note the narrow gauge Sierra Valley’s Rytracks inthe
foreground, the ROW which was eventually developed intowhat is now State Route 70.



1913 view from PortolaHeights south towards PortolaDepot. Sierra Valley’s NG tracks in
foreground. Beckwourth peakinbackground.

Similarview. Footbridge over Feather Riverinforeground.



Earlyview of depotinwinter.

Passengertrain stoppedin Portolain 1915.



WP 173 stopped at Portola with EB passenger train. Dunscomb photo.

Reefer icing platformin eastPortolacirca1915. Cars ofice came off the B&L from
Gullingand wereunloaded on the high track on right. Reefers spotted on ice deck
rail nextto main.



WP Hospital built to serve WP e mployees, families, and community. Opened in September
1912.

Westbound coming into Portolayardin 1947. Power was getting bigger, pushing the
originalfacilities to the limit.



2-6-6-2 Baby Mallets camealongin 1917 then more in 1924 pushingtheoriginal 80-
foot turntableinto obsolescence. By 1931 when the firstsix 2-8-8-2 Mallets came
along, even the “new” 110-footturntablewas atits limit.

110-footturntable to replace original 80-footer being installedin 1925.



WP 319 takes a spinon the 110-foot turntable in front of the expanded 12-stall
roundhouse. View likely taken from the top of the fuel-oil tank.

View of the turntable and whisker tracks.



Portola roundhouse facility from bluff where hospital was located.

Rare 1946 colorview of facility from hospital bluff.



Panorama showing steam-era facilityin 1953 just before most of it was decommissioned
and dismantledto make wayfora newdiesel shop.




View of Portola yard and Beckwourth Peakinthe 1950s.

Aerial view of town of Portola in 1950s showinggrowth of town. View s looking southeast.
WP depot, yard, and main inlower-left corner.



Anothereary1950s aerial view looking northwest. Roundhouse complexand hospitalcan
be seeninthetopleftcorner Depotandyardtopcenterto top right.

Hospital complexin the midto late 1950s showingoriginal 1912 buildingin center,and
additional east (1926) and west (1930) wings. The hospital remained in service until 1972
when the Eastern Plumas District Hospital wasopenedin Portola to serve the community.
The hospital wasthen soldto a private individualwhouseditas a residence until the year

2000.



By the 1950s times were changinganddieselswere hereto stay. Hereinfrontoftheice
deckisthe Gerach Local with a FT setinSeptember 1950.

Setof FTs arrives in Portola.



WP Geep sitsina steam-era facility shortly before the roundhouse wasdismantled.
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225-foottwo-baydiesel shop proposaldrafted in 1953.




Pouringthe cement foundationforthe newdiesel house. Machineinbackgroundis called a
Jiffy Batcher for mixing concrete.

New diesel shop during construction with turntable and whisker tracks still in place.



Note height difference betweentop of railindiesel shop and on turntable. After the
turntable was removed, the pit was filledinand a massive amount of soiland rock was
usedto level ground before newtracks were laidintothe shop. Turntable pitis stillthere
buried under museum tracks andthe loading dock.

Westendof newdiesel shop withthe wheel hoist, which was moved fromthe original RIP
track area, gettinginstalledin its newlocation.



1955 view of eastend of diesel shop andloading dock.

1970s view of east end of diesel shop.



1955 view of west end of diesel shop, wheel hoist and s pare wheel s ets.

1970s view of west end ofshop.



Another1970s view of west end.

Waste oil tankmade from the oilbunker from a retired steamlocomotive tender.



Poweron the diesel house leadinthe mid 1970s.

Looking west from the Gulling Street overpass. Yard onright. Freight house onleft. House
track off main just west of freight house. Depotin background to left of main,



Westbound CZ 11 hourslastonlJuly 3, 1966. Originaldepot nearingthe end ofits service
life. Note how upper floor of depot has been expanded west over time.

Old depot coming downwith newdepotjusteastofit.



New depot builtin 1966.

As seen inbackground, new depot was painted jade green like manyimmobile objects and
appliances onthe WP.



918-Din front of “new” Portola depotin August 1970.

Aerial shotofPortolashowing the WPyardanddieselservice areainthe early1960s.



Close up ofballoon track and diesel shop.

Mid to late 1950s view ofeast end of diesel service facility with hospitalcomplex above on
the bluff.



Closeup ofdiesel shop.

Looking northeast frombluffat diesel shop. August 1970.
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Power coming off balloon. August 1970

Disused CZ car washer five months after discontinuance of CZ.



Lastwestbound CZ enters car washer. Power was not washed as a water-saving policy.
Spraywasturned onafter power passedthrough.

Last WB CZ gets a wash March 22, 1970.



Budd dome-obs Silver Sky gets washed in May 1964.

Portola in the museum era

Moving on to the post-merger museum era.



Union Pacificabsorbed the WP with the MP on December 22, 1982. Portola remained a
crew basebutdiesel fadlitieswere nolonger needed.

The idea ofa railroad museumin Portola came from museum founder, Norman Holmes.
Norman isa former WP and UP locomotive engineer living in Portola.



Norman’s accomplice inthe creation of the Portola Railroad Museumwas none otherthan
WP President Robert G “Mike” Flannery, who himselfbecame President and Chief
Executive Officer of the Missouri Pacific Railroad a fter the merger. Norman and Mr.
Flanneryshown here during the donation ceremony of WP 921 in Portola on August 27,
1983.

Officialgrand opening of the Portola Railroad Museumin May 1984.



WP 921 in a nearlyempty Portola RR Museum diesel house.

Some of the early members of the museum on either side of Norman.



Work began immediatelyto connect abandoned track and lay new tracks. A fence along the
propertyline between the UPyardandthe new museum was also constructed.

The “Dandy Glancers” track laying crewin 1984.



Track layingand maintenance continues to thisday. Here volunteers fixa lowspoton the
balloon.

With the 921inits newhome, new diesels were acquired through donation or purchase.
The last remaining California Zephyr locomotive, WP FP7 805-A was tracked downto the
Louisiana and Northwest Railroad in Louisiana where it was stored unserviceable.



s . - ;
I - v s Y
iy e
S T, L T
e - o L e e

. - i & M i

Joining the 805-A WP GP20 2001 and NW2 608 were reunitedin Portola and were soon
receiving cosmetic and mechanical restorations.

The 805was movedintothe shopforthe final prepand paint work.



The 805 backinthealuminumandorange CZ liveryand fullyoperational on WP rails.

NW2 608 in solidorange and fully operational.



2001 poking out of the west end of the engine house to greet 805. The WP is alive and well

in Portola.
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Prettysoon more locomotives came to Portola.



And more.

And more.



More still
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And even more.



More

More



And a few more.

Then we needed some freight cars. Every few days, as WP cars were being retired in
droves,the UPsentsomeover.
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Then more showed up.
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And more.



More

More



More

More
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More

More



More

More



More

And a few more.



What's a freight train without a caboose? WP 428, in remarkablyoriginal condition as built
in 1955 was donated bythe UP.

Them more caboosesfound theirway home.



And theyjust kept coming.

And coming.



Until we had enough cabooses to make a solid caboose train.

Let’s notforget passenger cars. Here’s WP dome Silver Hostel fromthe California Zephyr.



More cars made their wayto the museum.

And more.



And more.

And a few more.



Then thereis the maintenance-of-way e quipment.

Which thereis a lot of...



More

More



SProtary208is fullyoperational.
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And a few more MOW cars.

We have a steam |locomotive too. WP 165, a 0-6-6is undergoing a fulloperational
restoration.



Disneyrecentlygotintothe act bydonating the cab from fake CZ FP7 804-Afrom a
California Adventure exhibit to the museum where it will be used inaninterpretive display
telling the storyof the Silver Lady.

So afterseveral years of anactive acquisition phase, the 37-acre museum site was stuffed
with over30locomotives and 80 pieces ofrolling stock. Here’s a view from 2005.



And the view today (taken last month).

Anotherrecentview.



The 225-foot, 16,000 square foot diesel shop is stillthe centerpiece ofthe facility.

Overtime, more and more volunteers joined and showed up to participate inthe operation
of a workingrailroad museum.



Peoplecanbefoundineverycornerof the facility working on something. Here is work
being performedonthetube sheetinthe 165.

Volunteers spend the dayinstalling a new turbointo UP GP30 849.



A gang of volunteers convergedonthe museumone dayin October of 2009 to washand
waxthe 805in preparationforthe arrival of a trainload ofguests on a chartered “Mini CZ”
specialtraincomingto Portola.

Someoneis always working on something,



Special events are part of the museum’s history. Most years Railfan Photographer Dayis
heldinAugust where period “theme trains” are put togetherand runaroundthe museum
forphotographers to watchand photograph.

It’'s also agood dayto blowthe accumulated soot out of some of the old work horsesthat
don’tgetout much. The fans love the show.



In 1994 the museum organized a “Circle the Wagons” event whichincluded WP F7 913
which was brought up from the California State Railroad Museum in Sacramento forthe
occasion.

The museumfrequently hosts school and scout groups ofvarious ages who come to learn
aboutrailroads and railroad safety. Here’s a group from the Chester Preschool in 1986.



Everyonce in awhile Uncle Pete sends something special to representin Portola.

Many of the locomotives inthe museumrosterare fullyoperational and sometimes they
even venture outside of the museum. Here’s a set of F unitsand WP NW2 608 in the
background waiting to intercept the incoming Mini CZ charter train fora layoveronthe
museum propertyinPortola.



The 608 waits forthe specialto back downto the depot while a WB freight pauses fora
fresh crew before headingdown the canyon.

The Mini CZ overnights next to the diesel shop on the museum propertyin2009. UP
Centennial 6936 occupies the adjacenttrackasitoftendoesinthe winteratthe request of
the “boys inCheyenne”, whoare equallyshortontrackspace.



As the good Lordintended, 805-A pulls a string offormer CZand othervarnish aroundon
WP rails forthe firsttime in decades.
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The museumisfamous forits Rent A Locomotive program, where visitors can take the
throttle andlearn how to runvarious types of locomotives onthe museum grounds.



The RALprogramis a hit with kids of everyage.

Big smilesaftergivingSP 2873 a workout.



Some of the museum’s locomotives are even FRA Blue Carded, allowingthem to venture
offthe propertyand ontothe high iron of the Union Pacificsystem. Here is the display train
with a number of museum pieces at the Dunsmuir Railroad Days celebrationin 2010.

Here’s the Dunsmuir RR Days trainin 2011.



Museumunitsondisplayin Dunsmuirin 2011.

Getting readyto depart Dunsmuir and head back to Portola in withthe 2011 Dunsmuir
train.



Last month,in August 2011, WP GP20 2001 was tacked onto the front ofthe s pecial
FeatherRiver Expresschartertrain forits westboundtrip to Emeryville. Here’s the train at
Spring Garden.

FRE atSpanish Creek Trestle near Keddie.



FREatPulga.

AtJames



2001 returningto Portolalight on the Spanish Creek bridge near Keddie.
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Convention Locations
since 1996

In 1996 the Feather River RailSociety created a historicaldepartment to create and
maintain an archive of small artifacts, paper, company records, and photographs. The
departmentalso produces the society’s publication, and hosts annual off-campus
conventions, generallyinlocations along the original route of the WP, SN and TS.
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Here arethe conventionlocationforthe past 15years.
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HRAILROAD LIBERARY

Proceeds from the conventions gointo a restricted fund to build and maintainthe Arthur
Walter Keddie Railroad Library.



The conventions are very popular, often attracting between 120 and 200 WP fans from all
overthe world.

The banquets are always sold to capacitysince theyalways include good food, an
interesting keynote speaker,and a auction of some neat stuff after the main presentation.
This wasthe 2007 banquetin Livermore.



Anotherviewof the 2007 banquet.

Some years the conventionincludes some sort of interesting off-site tour. In 2009 at the
Oroville convention, the California Department of Water Resources provided guided tours
of some ofthe former Oro Dam Railroad facilities. Here’s one tour group walking through
whatwas originally WP tunnelNo. 4 And which carried the rails ofthe Oro Dam
Constructors Railroad untilthe dam project was completed inthe late 1960s.



More in the tunnel.

Ourguestkeynote speaker atthe 2007 convention wasArt Lloyd.



Atthe 2008 conventionin Sacramento, former WP veteran Andy Kinicki entertained
banquet guests with his stories from the inner workings of the WP.

Everyyeara number of WP “old heads” show up to share and enjoy memories fromthe
“wobbly”. Recognize anyone?
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Tentative convention plans for the next three years, Vacaville, Elko, and the San Jose area.
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Meanwhilein Portola, the town recognizes and embraces its railroad heritage. From photos
and paintings hanging in restaurants and businessin downtown Portola, to the town’s
Railroad Days celebration every August, Portolans are proud of their railroad roots.



The UPstillcall Portola a crewchange point, although much traffic has been diverted to
Donnerinrecentyears.

Everywinter UP stations snow fighting equipment behind the Portola depotto make sure
the line stays open. When Donner gets snowed in, it gets busy on the Feather River Route.



While tonnage trundlesbyon UPs Canyon Subdivision, acrossthe fence the Western Pacific
Railroad Museum keeps the memory of the WP alive.




Original 1912 hospital buildingon August 6t of this year, just before the annual summer’s-
end brush clearing by the California Conservation Corp.

The view ofthe UPyard fromthe front porch.



The entire complex awaits a new future as a visitors centerand library.

One monthlater, inthe early morning hours of September 7t", some thoughtless i ndividual
deliberatelyset fire to the building. It was a total | oss.






The fire department had to demolish it to extinguish anyremaininghot spots. Thereis
nothing left.

Man ameabed i connection with Poriola arsan finss
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18 yearoldsuspect arrested Thursday September 16", Harold Ellis Johnson
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Western Pacific Railroad Museum

Please visit wplives.org
for more information
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